
H EREDITY

fl BE2DITY lias been a popular-subjeet iii the sciences for aL

great many generations of men.
E s general priinciples have been iii-

dicated iii fictionî. phlilosophy, bio-
graphy aLnd history -,and receit.ly
have been atteipted to l>e exî>Iained
seientifically.

T1he general lirixiciple inav be ex-
pressed as iii popular phlrase "*Like
hegets tike.* Then like(ness of the
progenitor is preserved in his pro-
gexîy. Not only aL physical but also

apychical likeness, of the l), reIit is
transmitted froîuî mie generatioil to
another. Natu rai Science is con-
uernied w if hi vestigating -the extent
and condition> of the hereditable

(tuahitics of the physical nature.
while philosoplîy is trying to ascer-

tain how far the mîoral nature of
the individural is traceable to the
hiereditarv influiences of the parent.
Beyoîid the couficting theories of
science that the bodily character-
isties of nman, normal and abnormal
are hiereditable. philosophy bias to
add that the mîoral life of mari wv1ichi
depends uponi bis psychical nature.
is the basis of morality for ail bis

descendants. Truus the child re-

sembles the parent not onlv iii

Iphysical appearance b)ut ini dispos-
ition andl in character.

It niay be important to mientioni
hiere a few of the novelists whose
writings 01n this theie are cale ti-
lated Vo deepen an interest iii their
subject. (Jhief anong these are
Oliver Wendel Hoinies, M. Zola.
and George, Eliot. wlmo. by concreté
examples. hiave pointed out tihe
workiings of this far reaching prin-
ciple. No one can iay dowvn Holines'
Elsie Venner even after a eursorv
reading without a feeling of at, least
awakeil ed interest iii bis thenwe
wvhiclî is lieredity. M'ucli as lias beemi
said against that pessintiistie wvriter
M. Zola, and repellent as the char-
acter of *'La Bête Humaine- inav
be, .nowliere does Zola exaggerate
the darker side of bieredity. 'fliati
the initellectual capacity of mn is
directiy iinflueiiced by bis ininuediate
ancestry is seen especially iii the
written lives of distinguished char-
acters.' It is impossible thiere-for&',ý
Says D)r. Clark Murray, " even if it
wvere desirable, to carry out that,
crude radicalism whieh 'vould act
wîthout any regard to the past bis-
tory of the individuai, of his family.
or of bis race. No mnen can eut


