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wvitli miy of their conte n porari es. 'J'le volume, Wiiercfore,
is far froiri bcing a liandbook. to the gyreater prose wvritei's of
the centur.y the w~ords " soine of " shonld hiave been inserted
betweeti the "to "' and the «'thie." WVith Vhis necessary liimi-
tation, M4r. Dawson's wvell-written pages of grossipy inifor-
ination and grenial criticisnîi, are w~orthy of conîmendation to
the student of English literature who wishies Vo know the
chief characteristies of the writers enumerated, and the
opinions entertained by the most, competent judges of them
And their works. Whiat the authior mneans by callirig' Johlnson,
I3oswell, and Goldsmith, Burke and Gibbon. "pi-ose writers of
the cetuy, i'en they ail diedl before the century began, is
more than the r1\ll.er can fathom. Perhiaps it is a way lie
bas of talking at large. Wibhin the present century, 1Mr.
D)awson lias left as inany masters of Engylishi prose out as he
lias found ini. Grote., Arnol, lloscoe, Maurice, Martincau,
Kiingsley, Obalmers, Caird, Kýiinglake, M1acLeod, Jewett, Pater,
and a, host of others who, liae formned modern Englishi style,
lie ignores completely. R1e is likze the reviewc'r wvho wrote
an article upon «"Poetr-y, Pi-ose, and Coventry Patmiore," and
the Amierican who sumined up the p)opulation of the, United
States- into "'tle w~hites, thé, blacks, and the Beechiers»* The
line niust be drawni soinewhere. The fact is thiat, every
thinking, readinig, aîîd writing man lias his own set of literary
mlodels, and ignores the masters lie doesn't care for. 'Phe
exception is the TaIlker, 'vho wvrites fair Englisb, Vhough lie
sa.ys iL, and foliows nobodv. If hoe lias a literarýy mission at
«Il] it is Vo lead liis recaders aiid hecarers to steer clear of Vurgrid
poniderosity, and to esl~v vîlçy.tr 41ippancy, to be natural
and enniprehiensible, and to taliz as a. wccna ould to an
intellig..ent lady or Vo a, theological studient, of superior neiet.
This is pretty much what r. Dawson does.

llow ma.ny volunes of tales from Sliakspca-re have beeiî
publishced sixîce Charles Lamb w"rote bus. and thus laid the
foundation for many criticizs on "a s'ti, the Taiker
doos not, know. lltzliti. and Seymnour, Quiller Coucli, and
m1-aiy wviters whose, faine, lias not. survived]. bave a-,ttenipted
the ta.skz. and have aciced1 withi greater or lcss success.
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