
A DESCENT INTO T11E MAELSTROM. 201

belt of' foaiti above, lad carried us a great dktance iny escape, 1 have had severai conîversationîs on
dua the s1ope ;but our farther ileSCejt wiis by 1 tbis subjeet ivitli an old schooliustcr otf the dis-
110 icaîîls propartioliate. Rounld and round %ve triet ; and it was fr-ont iiii thiat 1 icarnced tic use
swcpt-alot withi aaly tîînif'-a,îî îîovcet-hat iîii of the %words 1Cylinder' and ' spiiere.' Ile ex-
di.zz5 in- swinîgs and jerks, that sont uis soinetiunes plaiîîcd to iiie-.ltlioghli I have forgotten the
ouly a tieîv lîîîndred yi- oli ii ecarly the cexpliaatioa-how wliat 1 observed wzisin filet,

coiîltccrcitotlc (iî-rirogrss (ioivi- the nattiral coriscquence ofth fiori tlc float-
Nard, :îL ecdi revolution, wvas slow,) but very per- ing fragncnts-and shou ced nie iîow it h:îppcaed

Lookîig abolit nie upon the itie wiqte of more resistanice to its suction, alid iras dîiiawnin
liquid cboity 011 whieli we irere thios borne, 1 per- wvitlî greater difliculty thau ait equalty bulky body>
ccircd duit oui- boat ias not the onl1Y objcct nui of any forni wliatevcr.*

the cuabrace of the whiri. Bath abovo and below "Ylhore w-as one tatla cireurastaiice îvYiiich
us %vcrc visible fragmenuts of vesseis, large uias.qes iront a cra ayi nforcing thcsc observations,

of bildig tnibe an truks.of tecq %vih i a ad rendcu-ing site aa'ious to turîi thenu to account,
suialler articles, suclt as picces of liouse furaiituîe, an(l tlîis ivas, that at eveî-y revolaition wne passed
brokcîi boxes, barrels, and staves. 1 liai-e ahu-eaily soineting likie a barrel, or eisc the yard or the
described Uhc unnatural citriosity whicli iiad takzea maast of a vessel, w-hile nany of thiese thiags,
the place of lmy oriinal. terrors. It appearcd to w-iich iiad been on oui- levrd M ien 1 furst opcacd
grow tipon mac as 1 drew nearer and iarer ta my îuy ey-es apon the iroaders of the wliîlpooi, iicrc
dreadfuh douali. 1 nîiv begani ta %-atch, wviti 'a, noiv high a p above us, and secîncd to hadve nîored
stralige interest, the iiuaieroas thingrs that fhoated but little fi-ou their original station.
in Oui coaîpamiy. 1 nust htave beca delirlous- 1 mio longer hesitatcd what to do. 1 resoircdl
for 1 ci-ca souight amauscemcnt in specîilatiîîg tipoi ta lasi nlyseif secureiy to the %Ynter caskz upon
the rclative vciocities of tlicir several desceats to. wlîich 1 now held, to cat it loose fironi tic Cotin-
ivard the foaun bclow. 'Tii. fir troc,' 1 fouad I ter, anid to tiîrow rayseif îîith iL into the 'rater.
mli self at olle tinte saying, ' îiil certaillly bo the I attraictedl niy brFothors a,ýttenitioi bv sýigvns poititcd.
neat thing that takies the awful pliuage and dis- to the floating baîrcis thuat c-asie mîcar lils, and did
aîîpears,-aiid thica 1 ias disappainteul ta fînîl everythiirg in ily power to niake bina ilîderstanid
tlîat thc wreclc of a Diitch niorchiaut sipl ai-r- irlat 1 ivas about to do. I tîmouglit at iength tiîat
too'tt and w-cnt doiva beforo it. At iength, after hoe coinprehindcd my dcsigtn-but, vhiitiicr this,
xuinig scierai gruesses of this natal-e, and bouîîg iras the case or liot, lic sliook his hcad despair-
dcccived iii ail, this faict-tic fluet ofany invari- ingiy, anîd refuscâ to inove front bis station by the
able aiiscal c uaion -set nic tîpoa a train of refiec- ring-boit. It iras imipossible ta rcach hiim.î ; the
tien that niade ai>' liînbs again tremble, anîd uiy (oaiergeiicy aidnitted of ao deiîiy ; and so, înith a
heurt beat heaviiy once nmore. bitter strugglc, 1 resigaciid Min to hlis fite, f.istencd-

IlIt %vas îlot a iieu- terro- timat tlus affleeteil ine, mîysel' tto ic ask by iîcans of tie lihiîswliich
but tlie dawni of a mxore cxcitiuig hope. ThiisItliep sered it to the conaiter, aîîd prccipitatcd iîiysclf
aroso pau-tly fi-ont iliiboî-y, anid parti>' froua pîleselît unitli it into the sea, withîout anotiier mîoment's
observation. 1 cailcdl to îimid tue gi-caL iarietv hesitation.
of buoyauît niatter thiat streircu the eoast of Lofo- "The result w-as preciscly wvhat 1 haul iopcd it
dcn, liaving becîx absoî-bed amîd thon throira forth mîiglit bo. As it is iîyself w-ho now tells y ou tbis
by the Mloskoe-stt,ôiîî. J]y far thie greater nai- tale-as yotî sec thint i did escap)e-aaid as>ou are
ber of thle articles ivere siîattcred li the miost ahready la poa-session of tite anode iti %iiîi h is
extrao-diuiary way-so chîafed and rauîgieneh eqcape iras effiecteul, anid liiiast thierefore anticipate
as to have theo appearance of be-iiug stuîck fulhl of ail thiat I )lave fuirtiter ta say-1 wihh briuîg iay
slphiuitei-s-btit thiiî 1 disciuictly recohlected thiat story quickhy to a conclusion. It raiglît liave
thîcue %vcre soutîe of theni %vicbl 'rere miot disflg. been ant lîoîr, or thuercabouits, aftur mîmy qaitting
ired ut ahI. Now 1 could miot accouma for titis tn mîewmeiaiîgdseielt atds
difièrecic except by sumpposiumg thînt the rouh.tanice beuueath une, itmîadcthrccorfotîruuild g ra-
encd fragîîîcuiîs wcre tlic ouî lleîîs iî-hiciî itau ticaums lin raid saccegsion, -and beaming iny loved
becmî couîîîuitciv absoubd-t!iat the othiîs lîad hîrotheî' iii it, plîuîged lîe:idoug, ait once and
euîtcred thie wbhirliat so luite a pei-iod of tic tuub, for ci-or, iîîto the chaos of foaua beiow. The bar-
or, for soune reason, liad desceadcd so siau-y aftoî- 1 rel ta wrlici 1 %vas attachcd suak vcry littlc faiîrer
eîîteri tg,' timat thiey did not reacu the battoma bê- tiîun balf tue distanîce hotu eeîî the battant of te
fore tue tur-î of the flood caine, or the eb'b, as the guif anti the spot at -%vlîlehi 1 Ieaped orerboard,
Case tîiilt be. 1 couicivedl it possible, la either 1 lefore a grvat c-hanige took- place iuî the character
inîstance, tiat tiîcy nîight be thus irbiu-led up again of the wirrpooi. The siope of the sides of thie
to tue hevel of the ocean, i-iotit uitderzoimig thé% va:st fiuîînei becanie nioumemîîy less andl lcss stcep.
fite of titoîe wiiclt liau beca draiim iuî moîre early, Thée gyratiaus oUfli th «îbirl grcw, graduai>-, lems
or abimîbcd more rapidly. 1 ni-ade, aiso, lîre auîd iess. By degrees tue frofli Rnd tue rau. '10w
imnportaunt olmervations. The first iras, tiuut, as a miapa-uudtelotu ftegufsec
guterîh raie, thie harger thie bodies irere, te mxore siowly to uprise. Thîe sy iras cîcar, the m md lad
raîiid thciî- descent; thie second, tiiatbetuoen tira golie doirm, a111a the full îiooni w-as settilig i-adi-
niasse,; of equai extent, the olle spiierical, and aanitiy iii thie w-est, wlienl 1 foîild niyscif on to
tl ' l otiter of aîîy other sliape, the suîperiority ium1 surtfauce of tue accaui, iuu fil Vieiî of tlie shuores of
spced tif descent was wili te spliere; thte tiird-, 1 Lofodeii, aiic ablove the spot %xhwre tie pool of ilie
tiat, betveemi two masies of cqîual size, thue alme I Moskoc-strôm liad beca. It ivas thc htour of the
cyiudricui, auîd tiîc otiier of ami> othier shape, the
oyliider îî'as abscrbed te more hlou-iy. Sitîe eSe Arcluimeuus Il De Iîucidcuuuibus in Frluido,">-Lib. 2


