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“The entrance by sea, within which the| ¢¢It has been o sourceof the greatest grati-*
town is retired nearly three miles, was en-fication to me, the continuance of that
tirely obstructed by o barrier of vessels unanimity existing between the two services,
sunk at the mouth of the harbour, defended {ywhich I have before noticed to their lord-
inside by gun-boats, flanked on the right by ships; and I have reasons to agsure them,
astrong and regular fortification, and on the that the command of the army has fallen up-
le(t by & battery of several heavy guns. on a most zealous and able ofticer in colonel
Brooke, who has followed up a system of
cordiality that had been so beneficially
adopted by his much-lamented chief.

¢ Rear-admiral Cockburn, to whom I had
confided that part of the naval service which
was connected with the army, evinced hig
usual zeal and ability, and executed his im-
portant trust to my entire satisfuction.

“These preparations rendering it imprac-
ticable to afford any essential co-operation
by sca, I considered that an attack on the
cnemy’s strong position by the army only,
with such disparity of force, though confi-
dent of success, might risk a greater loss
than the possession of the town would com-
pensate for, while holding in view the
ulterior operations of this force in the con-| *“Rear-admiral Maleolm, who regulated the
templation of his majesty’s government ; and ecllection, debarkation, and re-embarkation
therefore, as the primary object of our' of the troops, and the supplies they required,
movement had been alveady fully accom-'has merited my best thanks for his indefati-
plished, I communicated my observations to'gable exertions; and I have to express my
Colonel Brooke, who, coinciding with me in'nckuowledgements for the counsel and as-
opinion, it was mutually agreed that we 'sistance which, in all our operations, I have
should withdraw. received from Rear-admiral Codrington, the

. . teaptain of the fleet.
“The follewing morning, the army began| P

lisurely to retire; and so salutary was the, * The captains of the squadron, who wero
cfieet produced on the enemy by the defeat employed on the various duties a-float, were
he had esperienced, that, notwithstandingi“n emulous to promote the service in which
every opportunity was offered for his repeat- th“:Y were engaged, :md,.thh the officers
ing the conflict, with an infinite superiority, actingunder them, are entitled to my fullest
our troops re-embarked without molestation. | approbation.

The ships of war dropped down as the army|{ « I heg leave to ccll the attention of their
netired. lordships to the report Rear-admiral Cock-
burn has made, of the meritorious and
gallant conduct of the naval brigade; as
well as to the accompanying letter from
colonel Brooke, expressing his obligation to
captain Edward Croftun, who commanded,
and captains T. B. Sullivan, Rowland, Money,
and Robert Ramsay, who had charge of di-
visions; and I have to recommend these

. . officers, together with those who arve par-
from the surrounding country ; producing a,, : °c.t or ¥ e pé
. . ticularly noticed by the Rear-admiral, to
ttal stagnation of their commerce, and; ), . ., . .
heani . ‘their lordship’s favourable consideration.
heaping upon them considerable expenses,

ab the same time effectually drawing off their] * Captain Robyns, of the royal marines
sftention and support from other important, who commanded the marines of the squad-
quarters. ron on this occasion, and in the operations

“The result of this demonstrationhasbeen,
the defeat of the army of the enemy, the de-,
straction, by themselves, of a quantity cf)
shipping, the burning of an extensive rope-
wilk, and other pullic ercctions; the,
ciusing of them to remove their property)
from the city, and above all, the collecting,
and harrassing of the armed inhabitants

morning. Tn this he was so favored by the ex- M Henry, Major Armistead, and to the opera-
treme darkness, and a continued rain, that we |tions confined to that quarter. The cnemy
did not discover it until day-light. made his approach by water at the same timo

Thave now the pleasure of calling your at-|that his army was advancing on the land, and
leation to the brave commander of Fort'commenced a discharge of bombs and rockets




