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becsiration a public and eloquentretraclation
in the puipit: of bis own cathiedral. St.
Georgye MNivart acted %v'iul the saine noble
magnannn iiity. His v'ievs on eternal
puiîisient, ais pu blsh cd i n thie A'iineteeli//z

Cnu',met vi th dccided disapproval,
fr-oin the Cong-regation of the idex. Thei
truly enlighitened scienUist accepteci the
%verdict, and in the pages of the saine
mlagazine hastenied to publishi and explain
bis mnotives for a full submission.

Thle question lias been monted, whether
the lai.s of the Index bind, practically
speaking, in A nierica. Sonie authorities
lavor ic negative, and coiîsicler ilhat
where Cath<olics are rniixed up1 '%'itlî a
inajority of adherents to other crceds, tic
rigor of the Chiurcli's legisiation lias been
r-ela\ed tlirougbi the toleration of the
sovereign p'-ntiff. 'l'lie far greater nuniber
b :wever, of eminient canonists look upion
lus claini as untenable. It identifiies
itself wvith a viev' which deprived the Index
of force outside of Italy, a view flot onlv
neyer tolerated, but repeatedly declared an
abuse. No precedent cani le aiîelc~to
as ground for the admission of a principle
wbicb lias met wvith no fiîvor, theoretically
or practically at Ronie. On the other
hand,) tiiere are casesvhien, in pursuance
to the laws of thie Index, librarians and
scholars on this side of the, Atlantic have
petitioned and rereived leave to examtiie
prohibited books, a tisess stelp if the
liberty wvere already .frecly conceded.
Agaiii the power of the Romian oge-
tions v; imerely an extension of the poivers
enjoyed by tbe Sovereign I'ontiff and
therefore enîbraces the univ'ersal Church.
'l'lie lact that the decrees of condeninat ion
rcquire thie rtfc.h1of the Pope
should lay ail doubts rit rest. Add
to titis, that the intrinsec recasons for
wvhicl a boo0k is censuired as are cqually
urgent iii Amierica as in E'urope. T1h e
Nvritings of Volitaire, Foni P.aine, Renan,
D)umas, Zola and otiiers of the saine scliool
]ose notbing of their utterly îîernicious
influence in being transferred from one
climie to another.

There is an impression that the Index,
though perhaps necessary in other tinies
lias nov survived its usefulness. 'l'ie
prescrit exercise of its powers conflicts
wvitlî the liberty of the p)ress. The claimi
is loudly asserted that any mi ibas a

right to tlitk %v'bat lie likes and print wvbat
lie tliinks. It %votld lie tedious to enter
into thiese tallacies. In point of fact
foul liberty of tlhe press never did and
does flot exist. Côn fisca ted newspapers
and iniprisonied editors stili rank anîiong
the officiai acts of liberal governniients.
As sooni as Anarchy finds expression in
Anmerica, fenianisnî in Jiritain, nionarclîy
iii France, the liberty of that particular
press ceases. And )-et %vben the interest
oif tue stite are not involved, the fonda-
mental truthis of religion are- 14et at the
mnercy, of every inik-slinger. 1-as mri
changed, or does lie stili reinain a creâture
of flesh anîd blood ? Are flot pain, tenipta-
tion, sin, the sadly stuibborn aiîd perplex-
ing facts of is trying wvorld ? It may be
readily aidiiittud tlîat, man lias an iiniortal
soul anîd is destined for a future of unending-

îeýatitocle, but are %we to forget anl alnîost
fatal drawt% back ? His nature is also
subject to, a miyster-i-aus degradatiori
t'nrotigb whiclî lie seeis, %veak ti the
presence of iii )ia evil and is f-ascinated
tîy the nliere lîresentation of uilaw1%ful
objects and ideas. In spite of enligbiten-
mient, progress, and advance, of the igh iest
social culture, of niaicrial resources anid
nmental etidoienits so:l1, as tic world lias

in- certain tbings lias not diiiinisbied nor
the lielps agait that dangeýr incrjeased.
Apart froniti, there is a. certain amiotnt
of knoiviedge indi 1pensable to nmen
at ahl tintes and ini aIl conditions.
] oes it appi'ar r.'asonable tiat any-
one shotuld be perniitted to think
%vlat he pleases about those trutlîs, to
scorn tlîcm as wortlîless, or deny theni
altogether. F or irstance to maintain that
iîan w'iti il] bis gifts differs in no essential

wvay froni the brute seeins at once a
criininal and foolisbi procceding. On
sorne of those truiths, society depends.for
its very existence and developmcint ; the
connection is so, close tliat a blo'v at the
former reaclies thc latter which to pro-
tcct itself iiîust extend a defending hand
to, the endanigered principles. Aniong
th'-ni are flot mierely those w'hich Tegard
soc.iety's temporal interests, tlie duties of
subjects, the prerogatives and obligations
of rulers. A necessury step further brings
in anotiier world Nvith its strict duties and
obligations. Man and society surely owe
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