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MODERN CIVILIZATION,

An addreess, by D. ArLisoN, Fsa.,y A By, delivered in Lingley Hall
at the clese of the dnnicersary Frercizes, May, 1860,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN ,—

Pardon, it you plense, the apparent impropriety of a pereonal
remark  In accepting the very kind invitation of wmy former
instructors, [ dil o that [ might show my cordial and living sym-

athy, not only with them in the exalted objects for which they
abor, but with these young gentlemen, for whom 1 cherish all of]
a brother's reganl and tellow-fecling —who are still walking
beneath the summer sky of youthful hope, al in whose veins still
conrse the golden currents of youthful }»!ood.

It is generally conceded that we are living in a truly remark-
able age.  Ile must have harl small experience in the revision of
school-boy cxsays, who has not come to_the conclusion, that this is
sone of the primal facts impressed on the juvenile understanding
of tho present day.  That we are far in advanee of the Scequani
and the Seythians in regard to rail-road and teleg. bic privi-
lezes scems, indeed, to be so univerally assumed, that we shall
not quarre! with the assumption. ‘The characteristies which the
present age bas received from scientific discovery amd amtistie
achievement do not, however, coustitut its only, or its most impor-
tant points of interest.  Man himself is ever the great centeal and
attractive feature of this lower world,  Sentimentalinn to the
contrary nothwithstanding, the truly thoughtful man wonders at
nothing g0 much as himself. Ie may stand by the rushing cur-
reuts of Niagara, or listen on the sca-shore to the pulsations of
the mighty ocean, without that deep and thrilling sentinent of awe
with which his own being inspives him—the cunning mechanism of
his physical structure—the inbreathed intelligence which stamps
him the image of his Maker—and that mystic union of the two,
which, under proper development, clothes him with power, thrills
him with joy. and crowns him with dignity. 1e is not a machine
and all attemnpts to make him one have met with signal discom-
fiture. The persistent and ungodly efforts of twenty centuries of
oppression have not despoiled ﬁim of one shining attribute of his
original manbood. The creaking

piston aud the circling wheel-
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cwark may be controlled into unvarying motion : bie ingutlses,

wever' “The huwan heart and boman intelleat have, indeed,
their appropriate facvee--tiut these are ofttimes as subtie and
clusive ac the great vital mystery jtself

As events are important and worthy of commeoration only as
they bear on the destiny of such a being ae this—himself a living
anl selfacting power, comprising within Hself the mysteries and
principles of a two-fuld nature—in judging of the spirit and tens
deney of any cra, we muet not allaw aurselves 10 be dazsled by the
vision of suere supetfivial tnaguiticence,  Sewenee haadone mueh to
curich the world, and art has done muck to beantify it. lut to
tecoygnize it Mieso the primal forees by whicl is to be wronght ont
the perfeet eivitization of the future, is (0 suliject to unmeasurable
degreadation that oul which can form the radiant eonceptions of
Justico amd of love.  “T'he age is waiting and praying for a man who
unitiug with the faith and philanthropy of a Chinstian & Jevetion
to seicnce ac fervent as that which inspires the labours of' Agaseiz,
and a love of art as pure ne that “"Iil'{l thrille the soul of Ruskin,
shall establish at ones and forever, as deep as the monntaine and
ac fuminons as the aun, the principlee by whick these are conuneet
e with the enwand pragress of the rave,

The reaulta of thie desirable and fortheoming investigation wo
may not venture ta predict, further than to atlinn that a theory
nimet be found which witl hurmonize the great historie facts that
tho perfection ol ancient art atmost inediately preceded the
eelipse of ancient splendor, and that amid the dogimas of the mid-
dle ages, antiguated aud diwanled barbarisms though we deem
them, the invention of the mariner’s compase and the printing-
wess alimost itmmediately preceded the great Reformation of the
\"il\ccmh Century.

We propose for oureelves a humbler, and yet in some points a
related task—an attempt to indicate sotn of the causes to which
is duc tho manifestly imperfeet and halting civilization ol 1860.
A glanco at sovicty i sutlicient to prove the underlying fact, which
we wanld trace to its causes, that, while in what is material, or
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_ ! simply intelectunl we recognize all the clements of decidul and

substantial progress, on the side of the moral onr eyes are yet
nined by too any unsightly relics of what should bu an obsolete
arbarism,

“T'wo things we must premise. The wants of the age do not
demand that any check should be laid upon that livinge apirit of
scientific inquiry which, abroad in the world, is every where kind.
ling into vigorous and noble action the minds of men.  Impossible,
even if desirable, for it is tike

“ The Pontic tea, whase fey enrrent
And compulsive enurse neer feels
Retiring cbh, hut keeps due on
To the Vropontic and the Hellespont.”

Furthermore, we shall not 1ay cepecial stress upon the truth that
the enlture of thu intellect shoth not be allowed to take prece.
dence of the culture of the lieart, for, indecd, we think this point
has been pressed much beyond its legitimate application by pions
and well-meaning meni ro far, indewd, a8 to mterfers with that
harmonions amd symmetrical development evidently designed by
the Al-Wise Creator.

The eurrents of thought and action are setting so widely and
so strongly in the direction of the practical, wmen are putting the
yuestior ** Cui bono ¥” so persistently to cach theory or enterprise
which presents itself, that we find bere the most obvious and
aatural starting-point.

If rash assertion, if flowery declamation, if crude and unwar-
ranted gencralization conld establish as a truth that the sole and
necessary tendency of advancement in the line we have hinted at
ie to remove the evils under which society has languished, and to
bring in the * All-hail Hereafier,” which has_cver filled the glow-
ing thought of bards and prophets, it would havebeen established
longz ere this, There is, however, unfortunately, too conclusive
evidence to show that, in the presenre of the highest literary cul-
ture and the most marvellous scientific activity, social evils, which
were once on the point of extirpation, may strike down new roots
and put forth new branches—may revive and Hourish with more
than original vigor. Men look on nature differently. Some to
trace the handiwork of the Supreme and Eternal Architect, and
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