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bring something ™c him,
what I brought him was dcath? Aund the other,
among so many clever and healtthy children, is
tho only ono sick, and less intelligent than they;
he depends upon us altogether; he i3 always
bolding by his mother's finger or carried in my
arms. Besides, perhaps he will grow stronger;
and then how happy we shall bel”?

“ In short, sir, of all the things yon poscess
you will give up nuthing in exchange for riches.”

“ But I wish to be rich; other people ave rich.
My ncighbour, Mr. Hemp, has twelve cluldeen
yet he i3 very rich.”

“Would you change with him altogether?”

“ No?

% Why not ?*

¢ That's vo matter; but, fur instance, his
children are very inferior to mine, I should Like
to bo in his situation, but nout to be Limself.”

« Well, 1 seo you are like other people.  You
want to keep what you liave got aud to add
something more. But that's not tue bargain.
You may have something else, but not sometlung
more.”

“ Then I must bear my cross as I can.
There’s a0 help.  Farewell, siv.”

And now thero appeared at the entrance a
presence more splendid and more imposing thawn
any of the former. lHer cariiage, fur it was a
lady, was scen atthe door; her fuotmen
officiously put aside the crowd at the eatrance,
and sho came forward, richly dressed, beautiful
and graccful, and with the conscious ease of oue
who attracted all eyes and disappointed none.
Everybody made way ; a chair waas setfur her by
the officious attendants, and sho placed herself,
with a sl.ght pleasaut mavement of acknowledg-
ment, peside the counter.  What could thit
adurned and favouied buing wish for more ?
With lealth, wealth, bexaty, liberty, and a
kindly nature such as she showed, was it possible
that she could covet anything further? Mr.
Destiny seemed to have these ideas in his head,
for ho inguired,

¢ I3 thero anything, madam, for which you
can form a wish?”

« I wish to be happy,” said the lady.

“ Alas I? said Destiny, ¢ if you are not happy,
who can be so?”

« I don't come to argue on the fact,” said the
lady, ¢ I only state what I wish.”

« True, madaw, I beg your pardon,” answered
Mr. Destiny. 1 have only to ascertain which
among your many advantages you will resigu for
the attainmeut of it. Now, you raust allow me
to observe that if a person who has every exter-
nal meauns which creates happiness is not haypy,
the sacrifice of all those meausis worth while to
become so,”

é Most true,” said the lady.

« The sacrifice of all advantages may b.re-
quircd in exchange for happiness.”

¢ ¢ is worth them all,” answered the lady.

@ At the same time,” contimied Destiny,
¢ there is a sort of happiness derived from ex-
ternal things which has its attractions. It is
pleasant to have a habitation upon which every-
body congratulates you, to have unbounded
means of moving whithersoever you will, to carry
such a figure into socicty as shall make ¢ many
a sudden fricad,” to be able to give largely,
spend without control, and so on.”

@ Yes,” said the lady, ¢ they are things to be
enjoyed when ono is happy. They add to hap-
piness, but they dont giveit”

« Well gaid,” answered Mr. Destiny. ¢ Then
Iet us procecd to business—-"

« But, first, I must observe,” said the lady,
“ that the possession of cxternal adsantage, such
es you have enumerated, does not by any means
excludo happiness. What numbers possess them
in a greater or less degree who are happy iuto
the bargain”

# Yes ; thero are numbersnot desirous of com-
ing to me at all,” answered Mr. Destioy. « They
may have certain wishes, but on the whole they
are coutent 3 or their wishes may Lo such as
they themselves are in the way to gratify. Those
wishes belong to their profession or their natural
state in life, and they are using their own means
to obtain them. On the otber hand, it is too
truo that some people who would seecm to be

Coulld T bear that | best off are not endowed with happiness : and,

a3 L said, they may well part with everything to
obtain it.”

“ And would, with everything,” said the lady,
wiping hee eyes (wlieh had mostened whide he
gpohe) with a handkeccbiaef trnnmed with Jace at
w guen & yard,

“f that is your convietion, madam, Uwill lay
an exchiange hetore yon, 1 dow't mean an ex-
change with any one clse, Lnt with yourselt, 1
widl desenbe g existenee which is very happy,
and fur a similar one you may change yours. To
exchiango with anothier, both partics must agree,
amd T don’t think the peesun [ propose todeseribe
would conseut to want happiness even if she
could gain your advautages. The position is
this:—A littlo plain woman, who is devoutly
foved by her husband.”

“Hal” murmuwed the lady.

“ Shie has & datiful son, but he’sdull enongh ;
on the other hand, she Jvesnot perceive it, for her
time is occapicd with tho care of her family,
visiting the cottagers, and what is called doing
plain work. But she Dhas a book which she
reads on Sundays, and makes a dug's-car to find
the place whero she left off.  She aud her hus-
band and sun somelimes pay a visit to & neigh
boue in their litde shamwlmdan,  She bas som-
pleasure in putting on her silh gown, and a great
deal io the friendly gozsip : she s busy all day,
sleeps all night ; murmurs an old song sur hght-
ness of heart.”

¢ Jus all very well,” said the lady, interrupting
him ; “ but it is not possible I could be happy
under those circumstauces.”

“ Quly she is happy. That you should be
happy i3 the bargain; and thut you are not
happy is tho complaint.”

“ Better be miserablo than so ignorantly hap-
py,” said the lady, suddenly rising.

“ You are quite wrong, madam.”

% May be so, but I cant help it”  And with a
graceful and gracious bend of her head she
rustled through the shop, and mounting her
well-appointed  carriage, drove off amid the
delight of  certain number of boys assembled at
the door. .

Therce were many more applicants who came
with their wishes. Few accomplishedabargain,
but some did ; aud of the latter I thought the
most part made but disadvantageous terws.

One good-lvvking young felluw's wish was to
marry an heiress ; he had no other clear idea on
tho subject, the mero fact of an heiress was Ius
desire.  Mr. Destiny was rather hard upon him.

¢ Itis all fair you should marry,” smd he;
“ gond so that your wife has moncy, what will
you conscut she shall be without?  Mouey you
are to have, thats sctiled. Will you give up
heauty 77

¢ Yes.”

¢ Sense 77

# Yes?

“ Good temper7?

¢ Yes)

“ Your own way?”

« Ol I'll manage to get that.”

« No ; itis in the bargain that you shall not
nave it will you give it up?”?

« Well, yes ; but Il tey.”

“ You are to fuil.  What do you say 7°

“ Pll give all up for money.”’

“ Well, you deserve a very rich bride.
your wish then.”

Another applicant desired that her danghter
should marry ; aud Mr. Destiny thought the
wish deserved aceomplishment at the price of the
danghier's society, her utility at home, the plea-
sure and seace she Lad given to her native
place, the suven-cighths of her heait bestowed on
her hushand, while the parents kept ouly oue-
cighth.

Again one came, and said a legacy had been
left him, and ho wished it was morc. Mr.
Destiny laughed, and said he regretted lie could
do nothing for him.  Another, who was an old
man, certainly midway betwen seventy and
cighty, wished hie lind a knowledge of entumology ;
aud Mr. Destiny, praising his cnergy, pro-
posed to him to give away ono of his remaining
years in exchango for the knowledge. In like
moaner & young man who wished he understood

Have

German, was tald to give for it three hours ont
of the fouc-and-twenty for halfa year,” “ You
will still have twenty-one bours,” said Mr. Des-
tiny.

Awmd now, as the interest in others began to
slecken, | bethonght wme thatit would be as well
Wl went up and evpressed my own wishes ; and
accordmgly [ appronched the counter and told
Mr. Destny that [ wished for health,

« Tadved,” said he ; ¢ you look asif yon need-
ed that possession. What wils n young tellow
like you to be so sick 9"

“ Ilard work, T think,” said T, “ T am obliged
to be inmy chambers atthe call of wny clients,
the attorueys, ten hours o day. and to work five
Liours more to get through the bLusiness they
give me.”

“ In short, yon are a successful lawyer 7?

# Very much so ; but a miserabloe iuvalid,

¢ Had you ever health and spicits 97+

“ Yes, | had,  Inmy university days I was so
very happy and so very glad, that my companions
named me Festive.”

“ Then, my dear sir, let me observe that you
have already mnade one of those exchanges for that
for which men come to me. You have exchanged
health for success; and now you want both
health and success ; but it scems you can’t bave
bouth, Geve up at least a portion of the last.
Work hall’ your tume, and get back half your
beadth and hghtness of heart.

% How is that possible 7 I€T refuse auy busi-
ness [shalt probably lose it all?

¢ Nay ; theie is @ danit to business somewhere,
Nubody can work more than three hundred and
sixty-tive dayy, ot twenty-four hours each, during
the year ; therefore you can, if you will, cut off
cven the halr”

“ Not so casily ; I must work in proportion to
other people ; somo of whom can bear employ-
ment Yor cighteen hours a day.”

¢ 1f so, they are able to do it, by being origi-
natly endowed with health, such as does not
cowe into your destiny.”

% But it would be hard to fall behind thoso
whom I have surpassed. Nobody can work more
hours than there arc in the year ; but for success
they must work in proportion to other people.”

¢ Jlarder, I should think, to bear tho restless
anguish which is in your face.”

“ That's bad enough, indeed.”

% Beawdes the probability of being unable to do
no work whatever.”

“ That's much worse.”

“ Take my advice : give half your success for
half your tmo ; and give that time for your
wish—ifeatth.?

# Sir, [ must think about it.”

“ Don't think tov long, for fear the opportunity
should pass.’

# Welly [ dare say you'reright ; and to-morow
I will Iet you know.

1 returned home, and next morning when [
woke in my bed I found I was in the shivers of a
nervous fever. Ideas raced through my brain
with & rapidity which defied my ctforts to catch
them ; I talked, but T knew not what [ said ;
sometimes [ cried, sometimes I laugbed, and I
vemember but little tll complete exhaustion
seeined to sink me into a profound sleep, from
which I woke, and heard sume one say,  He will
live.

And live I did. T wasfiightened at what had
happened, and I took measures to exchange iny
wealth for health, 1 steadily vefused to plead
for Jennings versus The Plausible Insuranco
Uffice ; and I bought & horse, wiich T kept last
winter at Dunchurch, and bunted from London
twice & week.  Isvon got better ; and what is
remarkable, though I went scveral times in
search of Newstreet, beyond the Tower, and Mr.
Destiny’s Wishes Shop, [ never could find either,

Seraxine Exctisn.—Two Dutchmen once got
into a dispute about the English language, each
one contending that he could command the best.
They made a bet at length, and appointed =
judge to decido between them, and accordingly
they began:— Vell, Chon,” said the first, “ did
it rain to-morrow 1°—* I shall tink it vash,” said
John—1Vasn't that judge in & quandary ?



