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Lesson X.
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ELIJAH GOES UP BY A WHIRLWIND

March 5, 1911

INTO HEAVEN
BETWEEN THE LEBSONS—Tho last chapter of 1 Kings (ch. 22), narrates the closing ovents of

Ahab's roign, his death and tho succession of his son Ahaziah,

2 Kgu., ch. 1 tells the story of Ahaziah's sick.

ness and doath, and the ascension of Jehoram to the throne.
GOLDER TEXT—Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.—Genesis 5: 24.

Memorize vs. 11, 12.

THE LESSON PASSAGE—2 Kings 2: 1-11.

Study 2 Kings 2.

1-18. Read 2 Kings, chs. 1, 2.

1_And it came to pass, when the Lorp would take
up Eli’jah 1nto heaven ! by a whirlwi- 4, that Eli‘jah
went with Eli‘sha from Gil'gal.

2 And Eli‘jab said unto Eli'sha, Tarry here. I
pmé» thee ; for the Lorp hath sent me 2 to Beth’el,
And Eli‘sha sid 3 unto him, As the Lono liveth, and
as thy soul liveth, I wiil not leave thee. So they
went down to Beth’-el.

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth'-cl
came forth to Eli'sha, aund said unto him, Kuvowest
thou that the Lorp will take awny thy master from
thy head today ?  And hesaid, Yea, I know it ; hold
ye your peace.

4 And Eli’jah said unto him, Eli‘sha, tarry here,
1 pray thee ; for the Loro hath sent me to Jer'icho.
And he said, As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul
liveth, I will not leave thoe. So they came to
Jer’icho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jer'icho
came ¢ to Eli‘sha, and said unto him, Knowest thou
that the Lorp will take away thy master from thy
head to day ? And he answered, Yea, I know it;
hold ye your peace.

6 And Eli’jah said unto him, $ Ta.rrg, I pra

here ; for the Lorp hath sent me to or’tr y tk?,%
he said, As the Lorbp liveth, and as thy soul liveth
I wiil not leave thee. And they two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets weat,
3:15 std ¢ to view afar off : and they two stood by

or'dan.

8 And Eli’jah took his mantle, and wrapped 3
together, and smote the waters, and the‘;'pwc:‘vf
divided hither and thither, so that they two went
over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over,
that Eli’jah gaid unto Eli‘sha, Ask what X shal) do for
thee, before I be taken 7 away from thee. And El'sha
s%d. 1 pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be
upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from
tbhco. it gshall bo so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not

e s0.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, an
talkod, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of ﬁrcd.
and horses of fire, 3and parted them both asunder ;
and Eli‘jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Revised Version—! by a whirlwind into heaven ; 2as far as; 30mit unto him: ¢ to; ¢ .
here, I pray thee; ®over against thom afar ; 7Omit away ; 8 which parted. ™ near fo Tarry
Daily Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—Elijah goes up into heaven, 2 Kgs. 2 : 1-8. T.—Eljah
goos up into heaven, 2 Kgs. 2 : 9-18. W.—Enoch translated, Heb. 11 : 1-8. Th.—Moses taken home, Deut.

34 :1-12, F.—Christ's ascension, Acts 1 :1-12.

4: 1-8.

&.—Tho cternal bome, 2 Cor. 5 : 1-12.

8.—Roeady ! 2 Tim.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

1. Evrsau’s Lasr
Visrrs.~—1. It came to
pass ; perhaps ten years
after the call of Elisha,
1 Kgs. 19: 19-21. The
Lord would take up;
not when Elijab would go,
but when God would take
him. God's sorvants arc
in His kcoping, and He
knows the right timo to
remove them from their
work on earth In%o hea-
ven. By 3 whirlwind ;
literally, *‘in a storm ™.
With Elisha ; who had
been Elijab’s attendant (1

sion denoting intense carn-
cstness. Iwillnot leave
thee. Elisha was infiu-
enced by deep attachment
to Elijab and 2 natural
curiosity to seo whatwauld
bappen to him  Sons of
the prophets ; mrmbers
of ouc of tho companies of
prophots who lived to-
gether in various centres of
Israel. Enowest thou,
etc.? The removal of Eli-
jah that very day had been
rovealed to these propbets
From thy head; from
being thy teacher and mas-

Kgs. 19:21; ¢cb.3: 11),
but also his pupil and
friecnd. From Giigal ; not the Gilgal near Jericho
(Josb. 4 : 19), but a Gilgal amonsgst the centyal hills
of Palestine, seven miles north of Bethel. Elijah
and Elisha had been staying here ; some think it was
Elijah’s permaneat home.

g, S, Tarry hers. For somo unknown rcason
Elijah had wished to depart from Gilgal alono.
The Lord hath sent me. Elijah's last journcy was
~loarly marked out for him. To Beth-el; twelve
miles northwest of Jerusalem. (Seo 1 Kgs. 12:
ag, 29,) TLord liveth..soul liveth; an expres-

FORDS OF JORDAN

REAR JERICHO ter. I ¥mow it. Elisha
bad recoived the same re-

velation. Hold ye your psace. It was ton sacred
::;:bicct, and Elisha's sorrow was too deep, foridle
4-6. Again, at Bethel, Elijah urges Elisha to sllow
him o procced alono, and sgain Elisha insists on
accompanying bim. To Jericho ; fourteen mils
southcast from Bethel, (See Geography Leason)
The prophets at Jericho repeat to Elisha the s»-
nouncement of Elijah’s imperdicg romoval, and be
again replics as inv.3.  For a third time, at Jericko,
Elijah tried to persuade Elisha to remsin behiad, 22




