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gaziîig ()ut of tlwv windov as

*.tilt,' 4dîtt autiiiiii afttrinooîî
wjL famtwanug itîto, even.

anîusntr for the pust heour or
mlore, scarce iiotiiig the v'arious objeetis wliich
flittei1 iitto and out of the' narrowv boundaries
of his view, and o a u- n apesg
re'-erie, the rgrs of whlîi c wil e
deavor V) fullow.

I3aek, lie %venît ini faîmcy to the day w~lien lie
litul fir.t Ittukil upon the face of his beloved
à)airgitrett. 'Tw'as but a short thrce years
silice. anti yet a.4 lie looked back it seeîned as
tlîougli a g're'at gulf yawnied betweetn tîxat
pat andti Uis j>r.eu'ît, and that the' inan %vlio
hiai playedl bis part iii those dîîys wua another

Iuàgat4)>otlrct thail the olle whîio il0w sat
liere lookintg out i uto the gatheriîîg glooin.
l-low v'ividly lie could recaîl ail the circuin-

st4iI('~evry wîrd and. gcsturc. It wa.9 as
theug"Il the wvhole scelle was beiîxg enlactcd
ls.fure imii, iu whichi tilaît other bcing-lotlicd
ini î'enarkable seîxîblaiîce of liinself-played
lus part and partook of lus feelings and iii-

Wliat a contrat that afternoon wvas to this,
tliîiughl th.o saune senson of the vear! Onc o!
those brilliant days ini lette October witlh
whivlh wt. are ofteiî blessed, wheîî the Sun
froîîî otta cloudless sky slîines forth ini aill

is4 glory, wvarilu eixougli to infuse a glow ixito
al] nature after the sdlit illp of frost during,
the ilîglit pre<ce 1ing. yet ilot hot eîîoughl to

eluervteindeed, in the more blhaded niooks
aî hare hit of coolniesa iii the air is ait once
ixoticeable. wvhiclb. however, quickly lices fromn
wbiee the' -genial Rhafts o! the sui) could
e\ert tbtir iixfhîeîco ; a clear, brighlt bracing,
dlii. thei ideal NVieelitit, Nveathier of our more
notrtliru clinies ; the tiîie w~hen Nature scenis
to besitae ixpon the tbreshold of al sternor
seiLson, and to express lier reluctance in a Ia.st
brilliant dispiay of exil bier brighitcr charmîîs.

As lie wlîeed along tho quiet country
rond that nmieiiîorable Saturday afteraîoon).
coniUtienet had taken ipossecssioîn o! lus heart,
and lie fairlv tlrank iin the beauties o! the
sccnle in deep dr-auuhts. iere, the dîîll browvm
of dtt fallow lil hrthe fresh grcnniess
of the ' xîew grass brouglît iip by Vie fîîll raiu.s;
and linon the tiiîv sl)ronts of thie, iiiter wlîeat
just reetping forth andi giving wliole fieldis the
OxqIIIsitc tii'ect of delicate-ý slîading( froîn

dakrto lighlter- tins, as the sip"pts Were
abor)e t1r jus4t br'eak ingý the sur1face Of the SOiu.
Also the lîcauteous v2triety ini the colorimîg of
tilt., patCe.4 o! woodianil ; the sturdy oaks
wiîth their darkzer tiîîted ]caves, the stately
Mile's iii catgn si'iies the elnis, the
iickorv. the. waiuhxîut andi buttertint, the inaple
aid bi-ecl, vach with it.s turning leaves pro-
stin et prtifusiou oi color which the iiiost
hiliaîît kalt.i'oscope etwuld ixut pretenti to
equuîl ;while alting the rail feonce,, Uie thorui-
alipe. the' wild Phuin the Illackberry, and the
hat.tl buell ihsv. ptvrhaps. Ulic latter-
littie to show (i! their 1 ne fruitful profuîsionî,

iriî,i atur-al hît'dges ini I)ei'f*Ct keepnmg tvith
the sturdier glowtbý (.I tie eresL Eeu the
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flitting of the 8wariiis of innuinerable tiny
greenu iieuq, as t.hey ga:îîbolled ini the glorious
8tuislii me axîd incidentally developed amnbitionis
to explore oîioé ces anti throat, or tie thrcad8
of sider(los' wcavitig whichl continually brushed
olle s3 face, 8e mcd but to put the touch of
coinpleteness upon the deli ghtful day; and a
feeling of cxhilaration 'vhich inado the biood
course quickly throughi the veins, coulti bc
resistcd by noe healthy huinan aimial.

Iloulding liat wheclcd soine twventy miles

1upon that Saturday aftcrnoon, lis solitude
(fcpor lie liat clîoseîî Vo riOc aloîxo) ad'ding to bis
enjoyinent; and now, as the cvening s adows
wvcre begiinoing Vo lcngtlîca, lie leisurely pur-
sued lus hoiiieward way in the direction of
tlhe city, wvhich wvas several miles distant,
whîile a quiet satisfaction andi at-peace-withi-
all-the-world contontrnent liati entire posses-
sion of luis bosoîn. Easily coasting, dowvn the
genUle 1lop e of a long grade o! the roadway,
hoe was al[ at once startlcd out o! lus quiet
inîusings by a piercing scemaix, anid turning
saw a~ vision of feiiinie distress bearing down
upon lîiiiîm withi great rapidit.y.

At a glance lie Vook ini thne situation. The
loft pedal of thec fair cyctist's wlieel liati couic
ini contact wvitli soine obstruction in the rond-
way, andi been broken off short; thon in the
excitenient of this vexations accident the rider
liad lost coxitrol of the riglit pedal aise; andi
now, ail unwillingly, sheo was coastiîxg rapidly
down the lîill at-to lier-ail alaruxing rate of
sl)eed, wluile the quickly revol ving shank of
t le broken pedal thireatened at evcry turn to
draw in' thîe skirts of the bgiey riding habit so
perilously noar, with resuits that inighit prove
serious. On silo cainle, strit for the easy-
goîî,g whiehînan ahlead, witli overy prospect
of inakiîîg a double spill thon andi there, or. if
lie escapeti, tliere coulti be uxo question but
that sliezat anyrate would coule to grief before
rcuuchinga the foot of the hli. Z

He at once obeyed the natural impulse to
get out o! harzn's way, and drcw off toward
the side o! the roati; thon a desîre to release
the unfortunate young lady fromn lier perilous
pliglut caille upperrnost. and bis plan of actionî
wvas quickly decided upon. Drawving w'arily
necar thc path once more, inecasing lis speeti
as lie diti so, just as tIe runaway whleel carnle
alongside, lie stroeclied out lis huand and
secureti a firin grip o! the centre o! the
handlebars. For a mnoment or two he still
furthcr incrcased lus own specti, thonx coin-
iiuencedti V gradually exert a backward pres-
sure upon lis pedals until by the tiîne thoy
liati reachiet thie foot, of the hll lie liad bothi
-vhoecls under perfect control andi shuortly
broughlit thinx Vo a stantistill. As lie diti s0
the fair rider, wvho until nowv liati borne h'ir-
self bravely througlî the trying ordeal, tuin-
bled off lier whicel, andi but for lier rosuer-..
convcîîient arins w~ould have fallen in a lieap
umpon thue road. lie lial! carrieti lier Vo the
roadsidc anti laid lier u)on thecgrassy bank,
thoen looketi luelplossly a=but for water; but
wvitlî a brave effort the slîakcn girl puileti
lierseif togethier, andi bhisluing vividly at
fnîidingl liersel! in the arns o! a stranger, saiti,
brokenly :

,I - I iln dceply grateful Vo you, s,,ir, for
your- - your akili and- andi bravery in res-
cuing mue froin serious injury. flow can I
ever tjxank you ? "

o No tlîanks are neccssary, iny dear young
lad3'7 goallantly resp)ondeti huc "IV wu;sbut a
littit, thîiîg to do, anti no 8kill ivas necessary.
Your own pluck in> st.aying with yeur wh-el
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s0 dcterminedly iva8 lat saveti you, rather
Vlan what little I titi."

'011, 11 was not plucky in thme Ioaat.
To tell Uic trutiu, I was desperately afraiti,
andi wantcd Vo juînp off; but just knucw that
1 would fai andt sc-ape îny face tliroughi the
loose gravel o! the road.i. Ugu 1 It makes
nie shutider te thîink o! it."

"Il sec. You werc sucli a coward that You
were ready Vo liang on uintil the death. Well 1
ail I have to say is that tlhat' a xîew kind, of
cowardic% Vo me. Howover, you are well out
o! it, anyway. Your wvheel. sceons Vo have
gotten the ivorst o! the scrapo."

1Oh, that uxifortuxîste wlîeel 1 " slie re-
spondeti, gaziug ruefully nt Vhe disabled
muachine. 1'i suppose 1 shahl have Vo walk
the rernainder o! t.be way. 1s it very fair Vo
Vown ? '

"'Sotxnewlîere in the neigliborhooti of three
Miile.s, I siionit say.".

'«1 I i that far, really? she questioned in
blank disinay. " Andi is tlîere no other way
o! getting back but walking? "

«'in atraid noV. Unles8 you would care Vo
ride iny wheel, whicli, o! course, is at your
service, or," lie addcd slyly, wvith, just the
suspicion o! a smile playingy about the corners
o! ]lis nouth, " unleas 1 carry you "

"«No, Vhîank you,"-and lie wvas quite'en-
tramîceti with lier rosy blushs-"« l'in afraiti
I've trespasseti upox your gooti nature more
thuan enougli already in thuat fashion. But
coîne; I must be startixîg if I'm Vo geV home
boforo tark. You, I suppose, will ride on?"

Not choosing tzo answer Vhis last most un-
necessary question, lie picketi up the fallen
wlieels, and guidin oe vith either luand
stoppeti off Voward t le city, and sile perforce
did Iikew'îse. For several minutes Vhey
wvalkcd along in silenxce, until Geoffroy, in an
effort to resunue conversation, enquircd, quite
g"ravely:

1«You are fond o! wheeling "
For answer sile broke into a silvery laugh.
"'Tere, you are quite convi utional, anti,

rcally, I amn again dceply grateful; for noth-
ing, you know-or .1 suppose you don't. Mon
are so densely ignoranut in some things,-braces
up slîakexî feminîne nerves anti lielps a woman
geV lier «grip' back so quickly after she bias
lost it, as Vhe nccessity of being conventional.
Se, te be very decorous in iny repiy: yes, I
amn very fond o! wheeling, but-and now I
foc1 sbaky agaiin-in rnde'ration. I draw VIe
lino at coas(iaîig anti sudh recklmesss-tha
fer the future." Anti again sime broke into
thuat silvery laugli whîich so cluaried her
companion.
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