
CANADIAN HOME JOURNAL.

I think 1I na>' givi' vols, iii titis Our con-
fidentiai page-ttis 1 er that bas just cornle
ta fie, antd witici brings %v'it it a vision 1
shahi aiways hold, of a womian waitg so
Jiappiiy iii the J3ueiah lantd of ti nineties,
untii the Voice shail cali lier naîine.

It is from 1Ars. Catitarine Parr Traili,
whiton wve sketchied, biow feebiy aîtd uneffec-
tively only the wvriter knovs, il, tite Januarvy
lnmber of our JOURNAL.

Site will flot inid, 1 arn sure ; anytvayI
sîtaîl ventture the liberty, and ask lier pardon
zifterwa.rd, silice 1 ktno% m1y readers w~iii be
interested.

1 shotild like to give it it autograpit, so
titat youi might sec te even lines and cicar
ietterisng titat niakes it casier to read titan
mxany a schooi girl's liandwvriting ; but shîtce
Our space will not permit titis, I %vill, vopy il.

It is dateci four days aiter Mrs. Traiii's
ninety-fourth birtliday.

', VEsTovE LAKrFiELO), jiti. 13,'96.

of the C.ANAnîtDIA i jot;R-SAL, and iliank you
warfily fur ail dliat yau have wvriiieîî so Weil and
kindly of :îty.cl( auJ 1ît>' vritings. Thei sketelh is
flic best and îruest flit lias yet ;îppcarcd ; flic only
Caiilt is, il is fou Cuit ofidiess ; and, imîdeed, 1 cu
ha.rdihy believe flint it s tile îiortoge.k~trian wlio s
in file arniliair at "W'cstove* tçloi you liave so
pleasantly dlescr;bcd, or ticit flic youti.ir Enghisi
bride to whoit you refer and titis aycd auîlîoress,
can hi' otte and filie %aue persoit.

Si,:*v-tirce years hiave conte îiid passed bimcc flice
E'iglisli bride camte tu flice Canadian log-house
under UIl Pilles ;, and what litrvelouis chianges slit
lîus% ,een since shie rutade lier boute in flic wildcritess
of l'ais îîow vcuy detr and beloved counîtry !-at laitd

%viý.hsa noble clestitiv lu fulil. if il bc truc to
il- i. and tu God-aîd 1 týill add, to Mothier Eng-

l..a, tdosechîiid il verily is:
But 1 :tit forgettiug itstlf, aç 1 ain tjit ta do,

wlien on titis suibject ; but'you sec flic nid lady is
Etiglishi stil il ie.tcr', and will so rcîiaiiî tintiil ic
lire-close, wvlîicit uiu%t ntcw bev~e,-y ntear.

I hiave nt yet liait lei%îre ta read aIl file contcnts
af flic jantiary luu:îbcr of your JotnR5.%L, but 1 ant
%11-.! 1 shail fisid nichi il, it to interest lie.

Perliaps sonie day fltc editor will inmd a wc bit
sp.'e for a ltle bird or buttcrfly chat wiht flic
cliildren, whiclt thiis old lady ks not yct foo old to

cufygiviflg.
My dauglitcr antd grancidaugliters joisiniec Ii

h iîîlg tilat yvtt will con- aga«in 10 '« Wesîolvc,"
or la ouirislsnd bomne, " i:caa'in (lie suinntcr
,caçocn. Thîev nuite Vith mnc in kiîtd rc:îteutbrattccs
1;1 oîC %viiîasc visil tvihl nitO on b* forgothen by
1hîcîn, andî will bc rcnî:ntibcrcd always, 11y

raili 1esltns Sincerc Fricttd.

That's a dear 1--ter, is it flot ?1- especia-ily
wien its rccipienit conjures up the . 'vel>' olà
face of the writer, xvitlt its pretty pitk checks,
brigit hiuc cycs, anid drift of silky, sniowy
liair tilcked cosiiy biencatlite White cap
whcn sie liears te low, tuneful voie and
réels thc soit toucit of the aged hiands.

WJr
XVitat a iaveiy thing it is ta groîv aid so;

flot fadintg, but ratiter ripenistg ; flot cal-
lapsing suddeniy int a witerltood af
ivrinkies, but nieiiawing inito a full finition
af ctarmi.

And wve women mnay take aur choice ai
te îays,-otly we must make il early. XVe

cannot have resuilts witbout processes ; and
if îve tvould citoose a beautiful aid age of
content, itoble and sweet withltiiic's fulîtcss,
îve nîuist begin ta mak-< il lon- belore the
grey hitars conte.

And wc rntst begin en thte inside.
Cosnictics bave titeir uses;-the creani

that keeps sait thte s:cini, the massage titat
ncreases circulation, and thte early Itours

that keep cyes briglit aid hold away thte
peck-a-boa %%rinkies,-,all ttebe are good and
iteipful, but tiey are nat eiltugh

".lat a wvolitaît's sout is,
That site is licrscIf."

And if the soul-îthe spir*, ntature, if yaîî
wiu-stops grawvIng, Iltc physicai wvill con-
forrn ta it; ailu thc years shalh fot ripen, but
wvititer us.

Yaîx fiîtd tbem amaîtg yaî'r acquaintaîtces
-wamen whio are n Dt far advanced Ii years,
perîtaps itardiy beyond bte titirties or farties,
yet e very year is marked upaît teir faces iii
sailov discaîtterît or tvriîtkles ai uitres*.; or
ivliat is wvorse, iii thte assumptiaîî ai cariy
youth by nîcaits ai paint and pawder anîd
bleacied hitar.

Witat tvili aid age brin- ta tese but aIl
unloveliniess ? Tîtey bave not lcaritcd witat ta
.et go, nor vlitat ta reaci aiter.

For titere are beautifut tiigs titat belon-
ta middle years and cid ag'whicli youtg
girls htave ta grov Up to; Ju-s as titere arc
otiters wvii belong ta yottlt alone.

If wameî wvouId oniy realize titat, wviat a
burdeti ai effort it wvauld liut froni Utieli lives.

\Vas titere ever a picttire mare pitiful tait
titat ofiMrs. Skc-.!on, iut "Donibey and Sjsn,"
as sie ciîattercd antd ptised and flutbered lier
fait1 tîrauîghlithe day,-to bc talceiî ta pieces
and drap mbt weary fretiuincss at îîighit?
Coîîid aîtytiting be moire gitastiy tait those
iast drcary days ai paralysis, wvhcn, tit
nîîunîbling spech anîd air>' gesture, sio >*cî
aflected yoistlitil caqtîeuîishnciss and sparkiec,
-ta drop at last iîta lte awiui silentce ai
Dealh?

AXnd yet,--and yet,-ti-is poor Cleopatra
wvas but an extrenic type ai titousaîtds ai
our wvonien to-day!1

Titey forget to niake clcse friends of tihe
years, aitd cacli one conie.i tc tei as a.it
additioîtal terror ratiter titan -i joy.

Youth determntes mniddie age, antd middle
zge eider wonianitood, and eider woitianhood
oid ige.

Titere intst be thte contstaint spirittial
growtlt jtto larger lufe aitd loving-iitto
deeper quiet and content-or cisc the real
dear o!d lady caît iever exist.

It is go tat enchi of us kiiow some it-
stances of lovely oid age ; the pity is titat
wc do flot kitov many.

1 hiave onc sucli dear friend in niy thon1 i..
Siei k ai on fin the seventiestiow, and fral
delicate ta a dcgree. X'ct the bcauity of in-
tellect is uipon lier face and stiites out of te
brighit dark cyes ; white it iteart and iiimd
sie is vourg as alty ai liter chiidreît.

1 htave Olten tried ta solve thte secret of
lier attraction for ail ai us %vio cali lier
fricnd.

It lies perltaps parhly iii the l>atriciani
beauty of the dear old face ; but certainly
flot a little is duc ta thte brigltt intcrest iii
thte thiitgs of ta-day, united %vitlt the sw'cet
acceptance of the ycars that rest tipon lier.

As 1 write, Uie face of aîvitcer rises before
itc-a face titat is like a betiediction it its
biending af lioliîtess and calm. 1 catcli
griipscs of it across thte clîurcli on Suindav
nirurning,, and, as the ligit shiltes down tipon
it from thte high wVindows, nty lips uincan-
sciousiy nittrrnutr, " lThe peace ai God which
passeth ail uîtderstanding."

Yet btit af tîtese denr oid ladies have
iived througi ycars af care aîtd perplexity;
they hav'e borîîù in full itteasure t!.e t-'.iy's
burdeits ; yet ticy itave ripein"-', zizn> w'tlteî cd,
bencatt tce bca.ringii, alit, nov., at suitiset
liaur tltcy posscss ail the~ charni of a lavely
and attractive tva. ianitaad.

\Vonw.n niust citoose,-tis or tat.
Tiîey miay go down thte years with a sep-

arate ivriîîkie for cvery addiîioitai day antd a
separate agany for evcry grey flair; witlt a
corrcspondiîtg intîer sltrinking-tlîaî leaves
tlheni at Iast tvititered litusks af wvarnaitond.
Or tcy miay miakc the path of tittie flot
dowiî-but up-a beautiful ascetît, with caini
faces lit iltib aI r-al lovelincss af -sunset

But the clitice niustlihe mtade, ftot in thte
fifiies tir sitebut iii thte eariy days of
g-irliono ai ng nitronhiood. The litiniztn
Soul veaveç its g.îrmeîtts siawiy, and, aitcz
waveîî, we ntiust tvcar titeni ta thte cnd.

FAITi! P rNTON.


