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I

“THE LITTLE

BY RRV. G.G. FERGUSON,,

‘' Who divides the little birds,
Giving to each home.a sharo;

‘Some to waxble in the woods,—
In the fiekls and every where ?

Wlo directs them as they fly,
Over mountaiy, mead and plaia ;
. Over countrics fur auway,
To their little homes azain? - H

On the poplar, by our daor, '
uWhere twa branches olasp their hands,
“Bailded nice, with cutious floor,
* There a little palace stands,

~One year now has passed and gone,
Since two little travellers came,
{Builded there a tiny hcme,
« Callipg. it.soine preity namne,

Day by day; I saw them work,

Toiling late, and toiling long,

TNow can little heals like thine,
.&unHnow ;30 much, aud know, 40 well}

Aud thay turn their little éyes,
To the fields aboveo, untrod—
~ %o the erystal of the skics,
. Warbliug ever, ¥ It is.Gud.”

‘ Through the long, warm summer months,
I did mark with how much care,
They did teach their, litile ones
. How to walk upon the air. .,

~ -—

Autumn cante with banners'red,
; Waving 'mid the harvest shuves,
Aud the ground was thickly spread,

With the dead and dyjng, leaves,

3 ¥hen. the winter coming;on,
Fleecy shadows cast befure 3
Then tliey sang one farewell song,
,And Lmisscd thewm from my dour.

¥hen the violets in the spring,;
Caught the azure of the skies;
< Then the litde couple came,
. Giving me 2 glad surprise.

P

And I ask e many s time,,

Who directed them this way, ,
‘Guiding safe, thyough ‘many a c'ine
To tuv sell sawie poplar (ree }

: Need ¥ ask, while musing thus
Of the number cvery whdre,

. Who_divides the litde birds,
Giying to cach home a share 1
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SINGING:BIRDS AND -
, THEIR SONES.

- Those persons enjoy the most happiness;
if possessed of a , bpmevolent l.lc:u-lcu and:
favored by ordinary circumstauces of Jox-
tanc, - who havé acquired by habit snd
edudation the power of* deriving pleasure
from objects that lie.immediatcly around
them. _ But  these,.common sources of
liapiness are opened 1o ghose gnly.jeho
aelendowed with genius, or, whd, hive
seecived & certain kind of intellegiyal

LRI

. baling.  The more ordinary the mental

Land ~affectibne:

and moral organization and culture of the
individual, the more far-fetched und dear-
bought must be hiz enjoyments. Nuture
has given s in full development ouly
thoso appetites which are necessary to our
physical well-being, She hus left our
woral appetites and ecapacitics and
in the germ to be developed by edu-
cation and circumstances. ~ Hence those
agrecable  sonsations that come chiefly
from the imagination, which may be
called the pleasures of gen_tim_qnti are avail-
able dnly {o.persens -of a..peeyliar, refine-
pment.of ind. 1The jghorant and rude
pray be daxzled and. delighted by physical
beauty, and chiarmed by loud and stirring
sounid; but tHosé more simple melodies
and less attractive colors and forms that
appeal to the mind for their principal
cffeet acy more powerfully upon individu-
Als.of superior epliuie,”
In'proportion as we have bten trained
to be agreeably affected by the outward
forms of Nature, and the sounds that pro-
cceded from ‘the animate and inanimate
world,we-are capable of being-made hap-
py withont resorting to expensive and
vulgar seercationg. It ought, therefore,

|to be que.afithe.clief paiats.in- the educa-
“qtion’of youth, while teacking them the

still mére iwportant offices of humanity,
to cultivate and enliven their susceptibility
to the charms of natural objeets. Then
wonld the aspéets of Nture, continually

}changing with the progress of, the seasons
{and the sounds that.enliven their march,

satisfy, in a great measure, that craving
for agrecable §¢nsatidns which leads man-
kind away from humble and healthfal
pursuits $o those of 2 more artificial and
exciting life.  The value of such pleasures
consists not o much in their cheapness
as in their favorable moral influences,
which improve the heart, while «they. lead

the, wind Jo observations that pleasantly
«exereise and develop, without tasking its'

powers.  The quict cniotions, half musical
and half poetical, which are awakened by
listening to the songs of birds, belong to
this class of refined enjoyments,

‘But the musi¢ of birds, though agroes-
ble to- sll, conveys positive and durable
pleasure.only to those who haye Jearned
to,assaciate with their.ates, in connce-
tion with the sceries of Nature, a thou-
sand interesting ‘and ‘romantic' imsiges.—
Tqmany, persons of this character it af

{fords more delight than the most brilliant

music of the ‘opera’or the concert. In
vain, thereforg, will it be said, as an ob-
Jection, that,$hq, notes of* birds have no
charm, gaxg- that, which .is derived from
association, andwj;at, considered as music,
they do not equil that,of the most simple
roed or.flageolet. -, It Jia.sufficient to ve-
Ruazk, that the gost; deliphtful inflacnces
of Nature préeed fom thes sights nnd
al"td the imsziration
orche the sedium o

slight nd almost: gnsensible impressioms

wade upen the gye and.ear. At the
woment when these physical impressions
exceed # certain mean, the spell is broken,
and.the enjoyment becomes sensual, pot
intellectual. ~ How soon, indecd, would
the songs of birds lose their cffect; if they
were Joud and brilliang, like a.bund “of
instruments ! It is their simplicity tlyt
gives them their chonn.

As a further illustration of this poiut,
it may be remarked that simple melodics
have among all people exendugd.z, greater
power over the imagination than, Jonder
and ‘more, complicated music. Nature
cmploys a very small amount of physical
gensation to create an intellectunl passion,
and when an excess is used a diminished
effect is produced. I am persuaded thut
the effect of a_great part of our sacred
mugic. is lost by an' excces of hartmony
aud a too great'yolume of sqund. <On the
game principle, o loud crash of thunder
deafens and terrifics; but its low and dis-
tant rumbling produces an agrecable emo-
tion, of sublimity.

v.. The songs of.-hirds-are.as intimately.
allied with poetry as with mwsic. Tle
laxk has been aptly denominated & ¢ feath.
ered yrie’!, by one of the English poots;
and the analogy becomes apparent when
we consider how much the song of a bjpd
resewbles a lyrical pallad in its influcnce
on the mind. Though it utters no words,
how plainly it suggests a long train of
agreeable images of love, beauty, frieng.
ship, and home! When'a young persan
has suffered any severe wound ' of the
affections, he scldam fails, if endowed
with a sensitive mind, to listen to the
birds assharersin his affliction., Through
them the deitics of the groves Beow to
offer him their consolytion. By indulj-
Jng_ this. habit of making companionship
with the objects of Nature, all pleasing
sights and sounds gradually beconie cor-
tain anodynes for his sorrow ; and, those
who have this mental alembic for turning
gricf into a poetic melancholy, can: seldom
be reduced to a state of absolute despon-
dency: Poctry, orrather the yoctic ser

timent,-exalts all ourpleasurcs apd sootiics
all gur affections by some illysive charmn;
whether it be turncd;into the chunnd of
religion, or,romauce.  Without, this refico-
tion of light from the jwagination, what
is the passion of love? and what iy our
love of beauty and of sweet sounds, but a
mere gravitation ¥ .

The voice,of ¢very singing bird has its
associatiors {n the minds of ll suscepfit)s
persuns who were born and nggtared
within the precincts of itg uptytored wiin-
strelsv.  The music of birds is modulated
in plessant unison with all the chordp,of
ff:ceiox and fnagination, illing the roul
with a lively coneciousuess of happincas
1id beauty, and goothing it with romuntie
sistons of memorg,—of love, when it wax
st ethereal sentiment of ndorution and

[Contivued ou pane 124.)



