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CANADIAN TEACHER.
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AND

and during the convention the great-st aptitude, he ‘ my mind. He was acting as Superintendent of
“recalls to mind all that which has been sa:d and | Common Schaals at the time in a nejghhoring muni-
done, and by his works, as well as by his way of o sality: and speaking of the state of the schools
acting, makes the pthem \}l\durat:\ml the deep im- : w}]i(-h had come under his immediate supervasion,
pression with which he is penctratea. Ho tries | he sand, ©°I find but twn s2hieod teachers in all thes
also the methods which have been discussed, and | tawmship— the remainder are mcrely schoul-keep-
drawing from the treasuro of precepts which hehaserg,” ﬁ‘. waa ovidently nt paying a very hugh
stored up in his mind, he uses at and divades 1t comphiment to their 'rm?:"m -na& abilities; fur beng
amongst the pupils cutrusted o bis care. | personally acquainted with svne of those to whomn

Such is the type of the schuul teacher whose ex- . }w reforred, 1enuld imagine what were s ideas of
ample all the others should cudeasor to anitate. 1T the camparative abilty and teaching qualitics of
all were anymatel with that noble enthustism those hy him designated school hoepers. That ex-
which does nit cense to push us towards the bet- | presgion was not used in derision, but rather de-
ter, wo woulld sco springing up amonyst us and | poted s lament at the low state of the schoul in-
flounishing a generation which, in doing honor to, tellectually, and at their teachers’ unfituess for

the present educational system, would be tho guar-
antee of our strength amd of our future greatnes

Some years ago most of the teachers were obhigec
to teach 1 school-houses deprived of the most ne-
cessary apparatus; even sonie were mere shanties.
Now, thank God and our wise school laws and re-
gulations, we have good school-houses ail over the
country, Moreover, one thing that pleases me
much is that the profession of teaching 1s apprect-
ated better than it was. “T'eachers conunand more
respect and recerve Letter salary.

f s» much has been done by our Government
and fellow-citizens for education, and f our worthy
Minister of Iiducation, Hon. Adam Crouks, has con-
descended to honor the teachers of Essex with hs
presence at this conventiun, cannot we alsv work
0 that we will gain their esteem? Let us show
them that we understand »vr noble nussion, and
that all our ambition is to wrm m our schools good
citizens and Food Christians -to furin men who wall
one day be the honor of our conntry and thewr fami-

8.
* 1 will not finish without thanking you heartily
for the.manner with which you have responded to
my call in coming to this convention, I will also
thank the committee appuinted by you last year for
having contributed so much in the selection of the
fine subjects which are about to be diseu sed here,
and for having so nobly helpud to orgamze this .
stitute.
—_——————

Errors in Education.

A Paper read hefore the lenchers' Association for
Cliton and Louth, County of Liiicoln, by Dr. W.
A. Comfort, Campden, Ont.

There is so much heing written nowadays on the
various subjects connected with education that it
seems difticult to get up any thing worth reading or
worth listemng to.

It takes a geus of the present day, you know,
to originate new thoughts, and 1t takes a genius,
too, tu clothe old thoughts in so neat a dress as to
make them anything more than ordinarily interest-

ing.

%\"e are all more or less fanuliar wath the various
discussions connected with our school system,
There 1a the free school question and the separate
school «uestion, there is the compulsory education
and the question whether Govertinent has tho
right or nut tu spend money for High Schools and
Universitics. On these and many other subjects
Eceople are inchined to differ widely, and they have

en so often presented to ti o public through vari-
ous journals that I feel somewhat at a loss how
best to meet the call of this Association. While
casting wbout 1 my mind what I should pitch upon
for a theme, an expression of an old friend came to

| therr calhing; but he pitied the chuld=n, for their
[ tme was warse than wasted; they were furming

bad habits of study.

Having heen a teacher himself, and one of more
than ordhinary ability, he could not help but feel
that the schools placed under his care ard inspec-
tion wo o very unfor‘unate. He, however, set
mself vigorously to reform them by his example
and Jus counsel,

1 am referring now to what took place more than
twelve years ago.  Sinee that there has been much
progress in the art of teaching, not ouly in that
particular municipaht {, hut in the county generally.
Schools new are much hetter conducted, but that
there ig still a great want of efficiency on the part
of some who hold the oflice of teacher thereis
abundant reason to fear, though the Inspector has
perhaps ton mueh prindence and peliteness to make
a charge of that kind against anyone personally, at
least agamst any who are entrusted to his over-
sight, and is Jooking up to him for counsel, direction
and sympathy.

By “these and similar reflections, I was led to
chonse the subject that I have for to-day’s reading;
and if by the development of it I can add ever so0
little to the interest of this Assuciation, I shall be
content.

1t was the word ¢ school keeper” that particu-
larly struck me as being appropriate, but especially
expressive, for in my friend’s use of it it seemed to
stand for all the errors or deficiencies that promi.
nently occur in teaching or in any teacher’s sys-
tem of management. .

They may arise from two sources—either from a
want of natural ability to accummodate one’s self
1 that partienlar ealling, or from a want of cffi-
cwnt preparation.  Soige persons, L have reason to
believe, are naturally averse to the company of
chiblren; they have no patience with the busy bus-
tle of childhond, no sympathy with the sorrows
and trials anl temptatious of young persons. ‘They
tnn often assnme hy themr treatment of young chil-
dren that they would have then think and act as
young people think and act, and if they do differ-
ently, are julged warthy of reproof.

They «dn ot serm to understand child nature ;
are ant alle tn adapt themselves to the capacities
of children, and are in nn sense it for teachers. I
Ao not say that such persons coubl not cultivate
their tastes and dispositions, but they arc not in.
tend: 1 far youth traimng, and should they be s2
unfortunate as to get a school, would be milined
toa cruelly m chastisement and relentless in gov-
eruing. It would not be desirable to be cither
their horse or their dog, for probably greater de-
mands woall be made on their brute nature than
1t conld either understand or accomplish.

In the majority of cases errors in teaching arise




