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7. ‘That we mny have more of God's presence
in our church. 3 have heard reveral of the lo-
noured and beloved brethren who huve come from

g i Prosbytencs, Synode amd Assemblies are
e realty meaus of grace.

tate, and soparte radicsln d aspir wnd nintaally
encoutaged, Oh?! how dobghaul, had we the
st state of tungs presading anwng ounclyex !
Guneraidy ticre 13 much brohierly Tove amongst us,

Insnany ot our Presbytenes 1 vote s alinost un-  ciple that broaght so many to Christ when Poeter
kiowan. We enjoy mueh plessing antercourse with | preachud? - And for what

one anothr, But § doar that i goneral we cannot
wpeak of our mectings as means of grace. Bt
should we aot uim gt ths® And i ant thisa naats

ter that we shuuld lay to hearts and hear upon our |
, brought yon o the atonement, 1 doubt net that
opportuntis of mectng together o this land.

lrearts at a throne of geace ! Munstens have few
$low desrubics then, that when we do aieet, we
should sveh to water cach others souls, and to en-
308, as the Apustios did oninore than ene occistun,
when they were asscmblud togethier the comforting
amd chectige presence of vur glonvus und ever-
living Lord and Master.

1 ranum, dear sit,

Yours, atfectionately,
A Ferrow Lasovrer.
mre———— A et W

o the 1':(1!((;]’ of the Iecord.

LETTERS
FROM A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN TO A LADY
UNDER SPIRITUAL CONCERN.

LETTER &

Diar Manast—I received vours, and regret
that ull now I bad st not mmy power togeply.  In
attempting to do thie, T find conadersne ditficul-
stee 5 tor subjects of this kind are far moru easily
discussed 1 conversation then by letter.

Purnnt me- to sy that the spnt of your letter
fives me very great sxntaction.

are felt m ther smportance and wtereste “The Jea-
loney of yourselt which you feel, your dissatmtuc.
tion with your attanments, and your desire ot -
Creasiiy eapenence. appear o e 10 ‘maicate the
Iife or relymon.  You say your character s the ob-

ect of your own suspicion, and you are afrad you
1ave been formal all your days, beeawse your cha-
racter has so famnt @ resemblance to that of the
true christian,  But dues not the true chnstian al-
ways full short of s own conception of what be
ought tu be, and ot the scaptyre extubitions of the
cbnstiy character !

did he not call hunselt a « wretched mun® on that
ancconnt ! Doces hie not tell us that i all chnstrans
s the flesu husteth aganst the spant, and the spint
againet the Hesh " Youcannot be 100 sensible of
vour yw it Sefects 3 ayd yon will be the wore sen-
sihle of thum the more you gxannue them, und
the more you advance m acquuntance wih the
charactes, love, and promises of God.  Butif spi-
ritual lanzuor and weakuess, and the prevalence
of sin be a hurden,—if the sense of these evils
makes us estimate the dehiverance which is by
Christ. and fong for the full enjoyment of that de-
fiverance, sithough it canmn come but Ly death,—
if we Jove that lnw of God to swhich we perceive
our own disconformity,—and if the sense of our
owa great deficiency, w the ardour and activities
and clevation of the christian life, lead us to Gud,
us in Psaln oxix. 23,—wve pussess, 1 think, the
true features of christangharacter.  You hint that
you are not sutliciently affecteq withsin.  Butwho
ever was!  We may be truly husnbled for ity and
vet there may ‘be defects in' our repentance and
aorrow, as there are iu all the christian's principles
and cxercise.  In order to be more impressed with
thy holiness and justice of God, so us to hate sin
more, wo must coutemplate those perfections of
SHodin his law, and in the crow of Christ. In or-
£er 1o be more aifvcted with the holiness aud justice

i teread for sus aned his relation to the Fathier, and et
iscatiand to Visit ug, mention st s et meets | os consder s huliess amd gusboy of G gt

Decond and conteation
and angry discwrston areaukivwn, Phey canfeld
how good and how pleasant it 13 for brethion o)
duwell togestier in unity. ‘They can nes, dvhhk‘-.

¥ stresgthein your heart.

1 can” but think : huppes, foom the Word of Godi—to make lus

it 2 token fur gooid when the concerns of the svul.

Budi not Paul say, ¢ I have
nut yet attaned, nesther am atready perfect § and . .
i . eais i ! | tzuned, por to be lifted up with them

of God n the puthunent of wn, et as consder
the transcendent excellencies of Christ, who suf-

w upposition o Jus good-widl o anen bt thut the
Lord Jesus Christ, newe may «e in the ntone -
ity i oth red 10 snrefves, i has ope ned upon
hanungaple egress for mierey You suspeet that
vou bave cmbraced the atonement only. thean h
fear. Welb; o not this princple addeosed o
order to bring us 0 the wtonoment®  Wha ever
cann to st by fatle w.thout b ugitand £
of allby o panciph of fuar®  Wasit not this pr - X

xellivh e do yon
con to the atonement * - Ta ot for eseapmg wrath”
And is ot this the very end for which the ntone-
ment s cabdited ' A we not ealled to come to |
W for ouz own benetit? Buat uithomgh four has

vour ieed the operation of other principles respeeting
W, and that you have some  juy in God, throngh
our Lord desus Ghnist, by whom we have receved
the ateoment.”  Or. iF you have not attained
much gav. 1 doubt not that your have desires nfter
Gad gx reconciled; and sueh deares are surely
congeniul 10 the spatit of o true saint.

‘Phiere i>one purt of yonr (xereise which appears
to e eaceptionable.  You say— How can [ be-
lieve when | see so little the accomplishment of |
the promises in my experence,—whien 1 feel so }
little of the power of religion upon wy heart! 4 1
am afraid the pronuses will not be necomphished in
my expesienee’  Lam sure you need hot to be
informed by me that your faith st not rest upoh i
what You sey of by, 1 aun apon the voeraay of G
Jt 1y the veroaty of God, plediged in the promse,
and not your expeticnce. that is the wround of your |
faith.  What although vou should be depnved of |
sensible comfort all” your days! ¢ God abideth
fanhiful,” nad will not deny tus grace 1o thos: vho )
trunt iu him.

1 can only adviso you v pursavere in the rest of
the exercin® which vou deseribe, and God will *
Continue to draw your

i
[

Lawv your delight, and to take his promses as the
food of your soul,—to look up to him for hiy salva.
tion, and to wait npont b, in the didizent use of
means, for the benefits wiich you have neendioned. .
If you obtam grace thus to wait gpou him. what
reason have you to be thankful even for tiat?

I must be allowed tosay thet ven seem to take
too despondent a view of things in vour exercixe,
1f it be such as vou desenve {of which § have no
douht}, wounld to God it were more connon ! !

Jet e beseech youo my dear mnadam, 1o re- '
member hiat we nust not despise * small thag,s,” !
and that we must not be ungrateful for them.  \We
are not to be contented with what we huve at-
But then
we tnust be grateful to God for what he Las wrought
in us.  “Lhis i3 a3 much our duty as to sorrow for
defects.

Muy the Lord lift up the llght of his counte-
nance uposn you, and give you peace~l remain,
dear madam, with sincere wishes for your estabe
lishmeag und comfort, yours,

Firrs ConsoratioNs.

0 We are compelled, from want of room, to
reserve the other jetter until our next publication.

et RS s

SUSTENTATION FUND.

At a mecting of the Sustentanun Board, Home
Mission Committee, and College Comimttee of the
Snyed of the Preshytenrian Clurch of Canada,
hicld in Kuox's Churchi, Hamilton, on the 3rd and
St Angust, 1847, it was resolved by the Joint
Comniittee, inter alia, .

*“‘That a distinct view of the Sustentation
Scheme, as it has been mnodificd by the Synod ond
Commission since its first publication, be prepared,
printed, and sent to cach mumster and seasion, pre.
faced by a statement of the consmderations that
ought to commend the schicine to the immediute
aud universal adoption of congregutions.

o Presbytenuiusm, as a conunon fund for the sustens
. tation of tho gasped unstey.,
, vd by our church ot tanhtaily eaied outy either os
SR now 3, oF With seme motificattons, is well caleu-
¢ lated to accomplish the end desyzned by at.
' subject v deep regret, that the anportant maiter

1 us=bhetter coleulated for the church us it should

; ous church.

Mr. Buras was tequested o prepare this states
nehite
CRCULAR,
Addressed to the Congregations of the l'!t!by“.'
rian Canich of Canada .
At a mecung of the Syusd's  Suetzatation
Boany, hett i Haavtton, on the drd and 3th days

- of August, 1317, 00 was deaned cxpedient, i cons

mderation of e poriice vl the sustentaton
seheime to the beiag ana weliboang ot the church

. ths land, and i consa fation ol 1t bong, m

many piacey, atber unhoown or very imperfectly

vunderstowd, to dran up a distinet view of tho
¢ seheme as 1t han been moditied by the Syned and

Lonunesion smee its fisst pubication, and that the

_satne be printed and sent to csery outiswer and
1 sesion.

The scheme adopt-

It 1

has not been tahea up sore gonerally and core
dially by the vanous congregations,  'cthaps it s
too far th advance of the state of religon atnongxt

o—
Nuplan, it s b aeved, has yet been devised, 1n
all respects soapueh n unson with the gpnt of ‘

t

\

|
be than asxat ay present easts. This very consi-
deration should reconnuend the schemo oll the ;
more to the munediate and umversal adoption of

Lt all the other departinents of our
ecclemzstienl polity be elevated to a ligher stun; \
dard—let us it greater thines,

The sustentation fund, m the language of thg
lste Dr. Chalers, 18, u< a4 natural tneons, the
win pdlar of the eliwrchy, venrr that which 13 1o
wive at cllicienes . stalality, and expansion”  Jt
HIVES to congregations w xistem of manngement .
by wineh Qe hiberubity of the people may be morv
aencrally called forth, and secures somethung bke
umformity m carryug ont, ou un enlarged nnd
comprehensve scale, 1 e for tho euprpurt of |
the gospel throughont the length. and breadth of |
the fand. [t wdl plage 2l tho mnsders of the
church more upon a fosting of cquality, aund, of ,
propetly supported by the prayess und contnbu-
tions of the peaple, will supply @ competence for
each. It wul tonn an additional boud of umon.,
oy which nuntters and all connccted with tho
church will be more clusely kmt together by a,
comunon boud v n common cuuge.  lake mem- }

i
i

bers o1 the same fauldy, all our numsters will en-
30y ahke the prospenty or share i the advenity
ol the brotherhood,  ‘Fhey will be reqogmzed and
provided fur, not ;o mugh ay the pastars of particu- i‘
far congremations, s on the more catholic panci-
ple of thiar beung the servants of Chast. Contni-
butwas will be given, not to wmdiadual miustens,
but to . whoee w nsters they are. Mxmslcm’
will be at hberty < nore fully and freely, to declars
the whole counsel of God, 1 regasd 1o the unpe-
rative duty, weumbent apon all, to contnbute, as’
tho Jord has prospered ihom, to dic advancement |
of lis cause. ‘Uhe msionary character of the
church, ¢ a3 bife and i« glory,” will be mnore fully
developed.  Wealthy congrremations will not b
cased—poor cungtegations Wil tuther be tnrdencd
nor left destitute. 1
A common fung £z Ji support of the gospel is

no new and wLticd capedient.  ‘The great and
good men vwho led an the orgamzation of the Freo

X
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Churéh of Scotland, when they regtored the

church 0 something like her prmitige purity and
situplicaty . Tevaved also the mode of hier temporal
Sttty wile? the aposteic patiern. “The conunu-
ity of guuds, spohen of M A, 1), 443, and
1, 32, 30,35, amung the casly chzstans, 1 not
to b undirsood 20 much as a doing away with
the nghts of property, as a destiuctiun of the sele
fish prcsple, and a geacral cacrase of that cha-
nty that ptompis not ** to lovk eyery man on s
own things, but every man also on the things of
othess.” It s obvivus froig St. Paul's epivley, that
an atwolute surrender of pmperty was yot gpquired
of the primitive chnstians. “Iheir abundang libe-
rality was theiz own spontancous act—the Tesilp



