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reside, incidentally arose, in regard to which some
difference of “opinion also appeared—ito this ex-
{tent at least, that some seemed to hold- that To-
ronto had a clun decidedly prefernble to that of

up arrears of atipend, which resulted in raising
upwards of ninety pounds, and whicli,when real-
jzed, will put us in comfortablo circumstances.—
Every pew in the church is taken up, and, con-

any other place; while others appeared to think it ; sidering the number of Presbyterian jnhabitants,
a matter of litle consequence where the geat ofthe | the attendanco is generally good.

Agency was fixed, provided it were placed in

some of the larger towns n the western section i grct,:miun,
Several members declined for | lowing .—A gentleman unknown, through

of the province.
the present to_express their judgment on any of
these points, on the ground that they were, as yet,
unprepared 1o do so ; and it was clearly under-
stood througheut, that the Commitiee should not
come to any determination until a future meeting
The Convener, however, was instructed to pre-
pare a brief statement of this discussion, ’ud to
circulate the sume in & printed form, previpusly
to thepublication of the same in the Record, in
order that the members of Synod might have the
subject before them in the interim, to ¢nable them
to consider it deliberately.

Arexaxprr Gane, Convener.

et *

PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH.

To the Editor of the Record.
PeyBroke, April Bth, 1853,
DeAR Str,—

Tt is always pleasing to hear of the prosper-
ity of Zion, in any, ir in every quarter of the
world, but mure cspecially within the bounds of
our own Synod. The history of the rise and
progress of many of our Churches in Canada, is
not only interesting in itself, but encouraging to
others.  When we sco a small population strug-
gling against numerous difficultics, finally suc-
ccoding in raising a house for the God of Jacob,
it plainly shows what may be dono—what we
may do. It is with the hope that this communi-
cation shall prove cncouraging and reviving to
the weakest congregations, that I send it for in-
sertion in the columns of the Record.

It was in 1846 that Pembroke was first visited
by the ministers and missionaries of this Presby-
tery. The Presbyterian population was small,
aud divided. Some werein favor of a Resifluary
winister, somo of & Free Chureh, and some cared
not which. In 1847, more unanimity prevailed.
The people of Pembroke owe n great debt of
gratitudo 10 our ecsteemed friend, the Rov. H.
Gordon of Gananoque, whose Inbours among
them, for three months in the fall of 1848, are
pot yet forgotten.  On the occasion referred to,
Mr. Gordon acted the missionary out and out—
his labours were abundant, various, energotic and
persevering.  He explained the principles of our
Church—preached and visited from house to
house—doaling with the people in ail_plainness
and all honcsty—*‘warning cvery man, and
teaching overy man—in scason, and out of sca-
son” Mr. Gordon's main object was, to build
up a spiritual church on a scriptural foundation,
and to raise a high standard of quelification for
church membership.

With great fidelity, yet with kinduness and pru-
dence, did he labour to shew.that the sacraments
of the Church, being instituted in the Chwrch,
can never, with propriety, be darried deyond it ;
aud though, in tho first instance, ho met with a
most determined opposition, yet, by dint of per-
severance, chiristian charity, and kindness, before
his doparture, through God’s blessing the matter
was better understood and nore highly prized,
and he is still held in high repatation.

During his stay in this place, the sito of the
Church was sclected, and the framing timber
brought to tho spot. Though we have been
grieved with many delays and interruptions, the
Church, which was begun in 1850, is now ncarly
finished. It is woll plastored, handsomely pow-
¢d, and has a pulnit sccond to none in the Pres-
bytery. The church will accommodate nearly
200 hearers.

Some weeks since the building committeo re-
solved on sclling the pews, with a view to make

Among the friends aud bonefactots of the con-
wo roturn cordial timnks to-the fol-
Mrs.
Dr. Burns, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, and several
Members of Parlinment, through the kindness of
the Hon. Maleolur - Cumeron, who also contri-
buted himsclf. Mr. Moffat, our worthy, J. P,
gave three quarters of an acre of land fur the
gite ; and other friends hiave contributed liberally
towards its erection.  John Supple, Josq., one of
oyr tried friends, at his own expense, crected o
nens,manse, which I have occupied sinvo tie be-
ginniug ot 1850, and which he now offers to the
congregntion at cost price, and two building lots

-gratis, which gencrous offer the congregation will

doubtless accept—(the value of the lots may
be said to be about £50.)  And Mrs, McKenzie,
wife of Heetor McKenzie, Esq, of the Hon.
Hudson’s Bay Company, at Fort William, has
presented the congrogation with a very hand-
some Communion Service ; this token of good
will is the more highly prized, on account of its
coming from a lady who, on account of the dis-
tance, does not enjoy the means of grace mnong
us. Mrs. Moffat, senior, anotlier friend, pre-
sented the Pulpit Bible. At our first communion,
in January last, we were favored with the as-
sistance of the Rev. 8. C Fraser, A M., of
MecNab; and though the number of communi-
cants was very small, yet, upon the whole, it was
a profitable scason. At our second communion,
in March last, some seven or eight additinnal
members were received on examination. On

the I0th of last month a issionary meecting

was appointed for Pembroke, where wo had the
presence of Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Smith, recently
settled in Ramsay. In consequence of another
mecting of public interest on the same evening,
very foew wore in attendance, and the meeting
did not take -place; but, Mr. Smith generously
volunteered to visit us again, with, Mr Fraser.
They were onr the spot at the time appointed';
their spceches were happy.and appropriate—not
unattended, I trust, with a good and reviving in-
fluence ; the meeting was large for a week-day.
A collection of ten dollars was raised for the
Presbytery’s Home Mission Fund. There are
tokens of outward prosperity, and, I trust, gra-
cious intimations of inward and spiritual life.
Though the church, upon the whole, is far from
being in that state of spirituality and devotion
which I carnestly pray for, yet the great Head of
the Church is smiling upon our efforts to please
and serve him—awakening in the minds of both
young and old, a decp anxicty and earnest con-
cern about their spiritual interests. Some in-
stances of this description wo have marked, in
which -there are clear indication of a work of
graco, which are very pleasing and very c¢ncour-
aging. 'With a grateful heart, I have to acknow-
ledge the goodness of God, in affording in this
out-post of our Church uncquivocal demonstra-
tion, that the gospel is now what it was in apos-
tolic times—* the power of God to salvation.”
“Tho excellency of the powor is of God, and
not of us.”
Praying that the word of the Lord may cvery-
where have frec course and bo glorified,
Yours, in the love of truth,
AxpREW MELVILLE.

[ S —
To the Editor of the Record.

Duxbas, 11th May, 1833,
Dear Sig,— )
~ I request the favor of being allowed, through
the columns of the Record, 10 acknowledge the
gll't. of a purse containing £27, from my congre-
gation at Dundas—a most liberal expression of
their attachment, for which I should feel deeply

grateful at any time, but which, on the present
- oceasion, when about to absent myselffrom them
for a short period, on a visit to my nitive land,
1 feel to bo peculiarly enconrnging, as a token
that they not only give their consent to my ab-
sence, but cordially sympathise with me in t
objects for which the voyage 3 undsrtakeny and
wliicli, I hope, may be conducive fo their benefit
as well og mine  ‘T'his is my sincero prayer, and
will bu also iy carnest endeavour, and no less
shall ¥ scek to take every opportunity, and use
every means which may be afforded_me, of pro-
moting the intcrests of our Church, and the
bringing in to this portion of the Lord's vineyar
additional Jabourers, wio may aid in alleviating
the lamentable destitution in regard to spiritual
things which prevail§ among the seattered Pres-
byteriun population of our adopted land.
Yours, very truly,
M. Y. Stark.

N —
PASTORAL AD%RESS ON THE SAB-
ATH,
Published by auvtherity of the Synod, and ad-
dressed $o the Members and Adherents of the
Preslyterian €huvch of Canadw.

a——

In ecompliance with a Synodical appointment,
we beg leave once more to direct your attention
to the subject of the Sabbath. To some it may
seem hackneyed, so much has bees said and
written about it; and yet the half of it hasnot
been told us. K9 choracter and claims—the
beauties that adorn it—the blessings it confers—
the fields on which it touches—the phases it pre~
sents—the relations in which it stands to personal
and social prosperity—these all require.us.to give
to it the more earnest heed, and ioxest it, a8 the
last relic of Paradise lost, with the freshness and
fragrance of its primeval source.

We think it right, at the outset, to stir up your
minds by way of remcmbrance of the vrigin
which the Sabbath claime—ofthe authority which
belongs to it—:and the consequent universality of
obligation devoutly to observe it. Many of you
may know these things and be established in the
present truth, But, in an age’ like the present,
when everything is subjected to the ordeal of a
sifting scrutiny, and the most erron€ous opinions
are on the surface of society, it is of the utmost
importance that no one be contented with a here-
ditary faith, or truet in the mere tradition of the
elders, but, acting on the principle of the noble
Beteans, each personally examine the evidence on
which his belief is founded, and so be able to give
to every one that -asketh a reason of the hope
that is in him.

“The Sabbath has its source-in-Eden, Tt runs
coeval with the creation, and derives its authority
from the precept and example of the great Cre~
ator. He might have caused the earth itself, like
the light which shines in it, to spring into existence
in a moment of time; but he spread the work
over six days, and rested with sublime eatisfac-
tion oa the seventh, to supply a model week, to.
teach a Jesson which was afterwards drawn oua
in a more systematic torm,— Six days shal
thou Iabour and do all thy work, but on’ the sev~
enth, which is the Sabbath, thou shalt not do any
work.”

During the patriarchal era we obtain glimpsea
of the Sabbath as frequent and distinct as, from
the brevity of the history, could be expecied.—
That the Israclites were perfectly acquainted with
the Sabbath prior to their arrival at Sinaj, is evi-
dent from their behaviour in the matter of the
manna, the approving testimony borne by their
leader, and the miraculous preservation.on the
sixth day of a double supply. The terms, too, in
which the fourth commandment was inecribed on
the tablet of stone, plainly show that the subject
matter of it was known before, and therefpre that
it was not intended to be confined to one, period
or people. The memento prefixed, « Remember,*
implied a previous acquaintance. The reason



