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wordS. l-aving ffirmcd tliat cc eecto& is one of thosc things
whichi wcrc donc absolutcly in ctcrnity" and tliat "lail who werc
elcet wcrc ciect ns mnuch in ctcrnity as thcy are in time" lic pro-
cceds as f'ollows, "lBut you May Say, docs thc likc affirmation
appiy to, adlopton or justification ? MNy iatc cmincnt and now
giorificd prcdcccssor IDr. Gi, diiigcntiy studying thcsc doctrincs,
said that adoption was thc act of God in cternity, and that as all
bciievcrs wcrc clcct in ctcrnity so beyond a doubt thcy wcrc ad-
opted in ctcrnity. lHc went furthcr than that to ineiudc the
doctrinc of justification, and hce said that inasmucli as Jesus
Christ was bcforc ail worlds justificd by bis Father, and acccptcd
by him as our rcprcscn tativc, thcrcforc ail thc cîcet must havc bccn
justificd in Christ from bcf'orc ail worlds. Now, I bclicvc thcrc is a
great deal of truth in what lic said, though thcrc was a considcrablc
outcry raised against him at thc tinc lic first uttered it. Ilowcver,
that being a high, and mysterious point, wc would have you acccpt
thc doctrinc that ail thosc whio arc saved at least werc eleet in ctcr-
nity whcn thc mcans as wcll as the cnds wcrc determincd.-" Page
552.

Comment hcrc is quitc unneccssary. We shalljust makc anothcr
quotation from thc samce page and for the present leave Mr. Spur-
geon's views on this subjecet in the hands of' the reader. Having
stated his belief Il that adoption and justification have a vcry great
alliance with eternity and were virtualiy donc then," lie proceeds
t'O say, "lbut nevertheless, while I find tIc majority of sound
divines holding that the works of justification and adoption are
donc in our lives, I sec, on the other hand, in Seripture, muel to
leadl me to believe that both of them 'wcre donc in ctcrnity, arnd 1
think thc fairest view of thc case, that while they were virtually
in eternity yet botî adoption and justification are actually passcd up-
on us, in our proper persons, consciences, and expcrieces in time so,
that botI the Westminster confession and tIc idea of Dr. Gi can bic
proved to be scriptural, and wc May bld thcm botI witîout any pre-
judice tIc one to tIc other." After this we need not marvel if IMr.
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