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170 ) ‘ Spring Work—ThePea Crop.
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things are considered, a erop of Indian corn
and pumpkiné, planted upon a newly broken
up old sward, will pay better than any other
crop with which such land can be cultivated ;
and the following year it may be sown with
spring wheat. If spring wheat should be pre-
carious, peas, barley, or flax may be made to
succeed the corn, for the purpose of preparing
the ground for autumn wheat. 'The greatest
objection to peas on such land is, that in very
fuvornble seasons for vegetation, the growth of
suraw will be so abundant as to lessen the yield
of grain. This, however, may be avoided, by
sowing some one of the dwart varieties, which
are only adapted for the richest description of
soils, in which case nearly double the quantity
of seed will be required, to what is necessary if
the long-haulmed varieties are sown. On goils
that are too rich for most other crops, the
dwarf pea may be grown with the greatest
certainty of success. By sowing on such land
from three and a half to four bushels of secd
peracre, a yield of from for'y to sixty bushels
may be contidently relied upon. In breaking
up stubble land, in the spring, it is well to bring
up to the surface some new coil,e0r, in other
words, it may with advantage be ploughed 2
litile decper than it ever was hefore. On very
adhesive, clay soils, and v here the subsoil is
composed principally of sand, de:p plonghinge
is not advisable, for it is worse than uscicss to
| bring to the surface a soil that containg’ no fer-
tilizing propertics, o be mixed with thetaetive
coil. Where the subsoil ie composed of a per-
meable clay, and vhere there is also a large
quzniity of Iime and potash mixed with the
sﬁbsoi‘;, ‘within redeliof thé¢ common plough,
from two to three inches of the new soil, mrixed
with the old, woin-out swifice-soil, will im-
prove its texture, and import a degree of ferii-
lity that cannot by any other process be so
cezty cbtamed. The proper prineiple to govern
the ploughing of most soils is, 10 yeerly deepen
them with the plough, until they have reached
the greatest ifcpt\\ that can be attnined by the
common plough, without destroying the ap-
pearance.and efiicienct of the work. This
can scarcely be more than ten inches, for the
width must always exceed the depth of the
furrow at least fifiecn per censs  The average
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depth of furrow in this country does not ex-
ceed six inches, and a very large breadth of
land has never been ploughed beyond five
inches in depth. Year after year a few inches
of surface-soil, being turned up to the parching
influencg of the sun, and sown broadcast with
the cereal grains, witliout any regard to itsﬁ‘-
ness or adaptation for the particular crop of
agrain sown, may satisfy those who know but
little of the principles of vegetable physiolo-
gy and the habits of plants; but those who
culivate old mother earth with a view of op-
taining a profitable return for the capital and
labour invested, will scarcely be satisfied with
the stunted and half-starved crops that such
shallow ploughing is calculated to produce.
The soil sfiould be deepened, on many wuc-
counts, but the principal reasons for doing so
are, that it is a means of mixing with the pat-
tially exhausted surface-soil a liberal stojre" of
food for the plants, thereby bringing within
reach of the roots those properties in the sub-
soil that were previously exhausted from the |-
surfuce-soil, by frequently croppi;ng it with the |{
cercal grainsj that it prevents damage 'to the
craps from drught, in those seasons when rains
reldom ocwt:_ ;. that it causes a stronger growth ||
of -traw, and’zhus the crops are no. o much
liable to mild W and rust ; and that itimpartsa || :
rrechienics] influence upon soils, through which
lh_o'gc E’h@ ﬁre}l&mﬁy light. nnd' porous, and
shat.are altogether unadapted for-the profitable.
growth of wheat, may be made to yield, ind,
many instances, the heaviest crops, fqr a ..g’\fl'{;{ :
cession of years, without any ptreeptible.dimi-

nution, .-~

THE PEA CROP. .

This may. te viewed in many points as a
very important crep to the Canadian Farmer.
1ts main value consists in its being best adapted
of any of the coarse grains for making Fork; |f:
and, also, as an article of export, Itis mast i
productive on rich clay soils, but may be grown ||
with proiit on almost every variety.of soil, ex-
cepting those in which sand forms the principal
ingredient.  An average crop of Peas may: be jl;

rated at thirty bushels per acte ; hut. on, rich ||
clay svils forty bushels may with contidence be !

reckoned upon. To obtain as large a yield as i
thie latter will, of course, require clean culiive- i;




