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THE RIGHT and YRONG ELEI{ZNTS
of the LORD'S SUPPER.

BY JONN MAIR, M.D. EIMX,, RINGSTON, C.W,

From the breast of every Christian who
enstn & glanes into tho exclusive, costly,
gurgeons, and cumbrous systom of rites
and eeremonies enjoined upon tho Jows, as
sot forth in the book of Teviticug it mue?
«call forth devout thankegiving to God that
ave, under *the miuistration of iightesus.
nex” (2 Qor. dii. 9), are delivered from
such anoppressive burden—a voke which
neither they nor their fathera wers 2hio to
Lenr? Acte wv. 10, Contiasting it with
the eatholicity, charpnese, and simplicity,
of the fow ceremonivs requitad of ua wnder
tho gospel, we aro disposed to wonder that

* the homely olmarvances of Christianity, fo
congenial to the unsophisticated nature of
masa, sud 8o porspicuonddy wud jutelligibly
desoribed in holy writ, should have been:
£0 strangely misundeistood and pervarted.

Wa refer especially to the ordinanees of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper; but we
dntend in this instanco conﬁmn;r our re.
marks to the Lord's S\mper, and certain
nbuses which have cropt into the obsery-
nnee of it, with their injurious cffects.
Ong ignorant of holy writ would naturally
suppose that the language cmployed by
our blewed Rsdeemer, at the instituting of
His Suppor (as recorded by the evangel-
ists Matthew, Murk, and Luke, and by the
apostlo Paul), must have been singularly
obscure and ambiguous, sine2 it has been
a0 -diversely is.erpreted by Christians of
different denominations, as to convey the
most incongruous and irreconcilable mean-
ings. Thus, while the Roman Catholic
church discovers in the sacred ritethe body
and blood, disinity and humanity, of the
Lord Jesus Christ, as cften as the officiat-
ing pn&st pronounces with a good inten-
tion the worde, « This is my Lody; this is

+iny blood” and the Protestant churches
eduth from it @ evil epirit—* alcohol,”—
the QiiRker corstrus it into a mero phan-

which las Leen addresced to us by our
Lordl  Ia it indeed obseure, ambiguons,
and miklending? or clear, precise, and de-
monstratived It s clear, presice, and de-
moastrative, if ever language waaso, Jlow
could it be otherwise, issuing like a ritl o
pure water from the unerring mind, loving
hearte and holy Tips of Him *who did no
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth”
(1 Peter ii. 22); of whom it was asid,
# Never man spake like thia man.” (lohn
vii, 46.)  “To the law and to the testi-
mony, if they speak not nuording to thie
wand, it i beenueo thera is no light in
them,” (Taainh wiif, 20), .
Withont enteriug l’uliv info the pmnf
thet not deavened or sermented bread, such
az wo befieva is halitaally and almost uni
versally used st the Lord's Supper by
Protestant churches, but ¢ unformented
things," is the expression made use of by
the Holy Spirit to describa the nature of
the subatancen to Lo used at the paschal
suppar immadntaly precoding it, wo arsume
that uo one will be bold enough to main-
t1in the pasition that thera was any chango
made in thesa substancos betwean the cele
bration of the passover fesst amd the Lord's
Suppar; and therefore, i unformented
lhinga——“ bread™ and wine, or 1ather © fruit
of the vina "—wcre nsed st the one they
must have been at the other supper also:
and that they niust have been used at the
pansover supper cannot be donbted, hecause
all leavened or fermented things wers, by
the Jawish law, strietly forlidden to he
uced sz the celebration of that samed ordi-
nimee®  Thee things being adwitted, we
now request all carnest, unprejudiced in.
quirers into this mest important subjeet, lo
search those portions of God's holy Word
where the Lord's Supper i3 deseribed und
enjoined, viz, Matt, xxvi. 17-30; Mark
xiv. 1,12-26; Luke xxii. 1,14, 203 1 Cor.
xi. 20~34; and they will (if we are not
much mistaken) find that “the cup” or its
contents, « unfermented fruit of the vine,"
is at least soventeen times distinetly referred
to as one of the unfermented things—the
unleavened or unfermented bread” being
the other ¢ unfermented thing” which the
Lord used at the institution of His Supper,
and commanded to be used «till Ilis
second coming,” in remembrance of Him.
Now, ne one, wa presums, will have the

* Dr.].ces, in the article “ Leaven,” Cyclopedis
of Riblieal Laterature, remarks; « All fermented
subrtances were prohibited in the paschal feast
of the Jews (Exod. xii. 18~20) ; also during the
succeeding seven daye, usoally called ‘the Feast
of Iinleavoned Bread, though bread i not in the
original.” v

and holiness,” whose office it is *“to guide
into all truth—who shll glorify Jesus Ly
receiving of His and showing it unto Iis
people” (John xvi. 13, 14), would have
espiessed Himeelf in language so earnest,
<pecitie, and empbatic in onjoining upon
than the solemn duty of drinking of
“unformented fruit of the vine'’ anly, in
remembrance of their Redcomer at His
Supper, as He unquestionably has done, if
it were mattor of indifferenco whether thoy
should choose to drink of that wholcsome
uutiitions liquid, according to their loving
Master's dying request, or of another con.
ivnimg the brain-poison, alcoliol (often
eombined with other deadly poisons), which
has been designated in Seripture, in order
to torrify and doter men from tho nse of
it, ag + tho poison of dragons and tho cruel
venom of nape” (Deut. xxxii. 33), b
wing wherein is excess” (Eplies. v, 18),
&c., and beon commanded by the i iuspirs-
tion of the samo Holy Spirit, ¢ not to be
looked upon,” as that which “at the last
biteth like n sorpent and stingeth like an
adder” (Prov. xxiii, 20-35). Moreover, let
it ba remarked that the term wine is in no
instance used in any of the accounts given -
of the Lord’s Supper in the New Tosta-
ment, but tho term “cup” or “fruit of the
vire™ only. Now, alcoholic wine, nnd
more especially the baso adulteration which
currently passes for wine, and s 8o often
used at the Lord's table, but which ¢on.
tains none of the juice of the grape, cannot
without the greatest impropriety have the
distinctivo appeilation of “ fruit of the vine™
Lestowed upon it—an impropriety which
it is impossible could bo laid to the chargs
of .the Divine Inspiver of Ilnly Secripture,
by any God- fo:umg man who has earefully
awnd bonest )Lmvcsu"ated the subject; for
alcobolic wﬂ!e’ is the product, not of the
grape, but of the vinous fermentation which
destroys its nutritious qualities—that fer-
mentation itself being caused by a parasmc
plant, as has beon ascartained by Iate
chemicen-microscopic inquiries. This argu-
ment for the solo use of ynfermented fruit
of tho vine at the Loni’s Supper, acoord-
ing to Christ's appointicent, will be séen
to be greatly strengthened by remembrange
of the fact before referred to. that the roader
of Seripture is justified always in prefixiog
the eﬁnhet unfermenied 1o the phrase
sfruit of the vine,” when he finds & in the
gospels of Matthow, Mark, and’ Luke - be-
cause it eannot but be admitted that our
blessed Lord made use of the same un_fgr-
mented articles, bread and wine, at His
Supper, which, sccording to the ceremonial



