
J94 oyal-i8ts ami Loyalists.

nien sitting upon the trtunk of a fallen tree. Onîe of thein -%vis Dont;-
the other was the Chief Okwalio (The Wolf). Lying on tho xnossy
bank, a littie bow wre two fine young Indians, Karbakohai (The
Htwk) aud Oteanyea, (The Engle) tho youngest sons of Okwalie by
his second wife, Jiteaha, (The Bird>.

A year, or but little more, hiad produccd a great change iii thoir
persons and personelle.

With ail th)e active clasticity of yonth, thore was noivgre-at physical
developement combined ; and wvitl thiese personal qualities tlhev lad
beconie, adepts iii those -arts of inveigliîîg and trappiiig whicli inake
up the acopihinsof a. skillcd hunter. Under Betstuition,
they liad becorne, clever marksmon, and lmd often elicited tue appro-
batory "'yoo eh of their fathoer by soine more tlian usually good
shot. Thiey wcrc, it is alînost necdloss to say, the constant attendants
upon their flither and Bont ; andl it would have been dilhionit to say

wihof the two %am rcgarded by the young mn with the grea tr
Vencr-ation.

Ont of Bent's pi)l1ate fnimds botli yoting men -%or-e supplied witL
inanly littie thinga vhîich xCCitedl the euivy ani admlliratioln of thieir
fellows. Their clothing -and wcapons wvere superior to those of their
eider brothers,-ithouglb tnuese -%crc dressed anid. rnied in a mnanner
suporior to any other yoiiiig men~ in thocir tribe, unicss the sons of the
Sachemu Soie]gîlîa or Rinig llenidrick, their fthler's nocar relative.

0f Pont liiînse1f -%e have bofore spiokeni, but mnay no-%ddta
owing to lis renmarkable skili Nvitlî a longr unwieidy rifle, iipox wbich
lie placed a vcry h)igli -value, and to which lie -%as in the habit of at-tri-
buting oxtraordinary powers, lie wvas ofteni calied by the Incli;ans IlBig
Ou ;" but anion- the Mohiawks lie was calicd the Bear (Oglikwztri),
or iny brothier (kyteeh>,and as such thcy lad adolptx-d ii
into their tribe. lIn person iBent was strongly buit ; posscssingg-reat
lcngth of arin -and broathl of shouider; mnsctiar and bony, wvitl ne
spare ilcsh to carry ; iinnrc-d to exposure and constant exercise, lie was«
aL dangerous min iii personai coîîllict, iLs niany among the indians lmad
discovcrod to their cost.

UnTitil soîne tweivo or fiftcen monthas previons lie bad titken ne
hostile part against the French, but had persistcntly reînained a
neutral spoctator of the respe)ctive encroachients, contests and border
*warrare, betweeln the English. and Frenchi Colonises. lle ladt( corne
and gonec as it i>lease<1 iini, witlîout, interference frora cither party.
Like înany other persons of the tiîne, lie î,ossossed vcry lax notions on
the subject of tr-ade anid its restrictions, and wvas iii piractice a frc
trader.

The extraordinary regiations and inonopolies c-stablishicd by the
French, anxd the avarice of rnany of the Governors, cspecially iii the
couduct of the peltry tr-ade, had occaLsioned nuînborless disputes with
the Çolonists. Bent did irot trouble hümself as t-o the respective ri-lits
of this or thnt parity, or nation, but quietly studied bis OWn, ziud soid
for luinecf anid bis friends -wherever lie couid obtain the best terms.

Aithougli ho had a, considerable, amount of ]and, hir, relations dwelt
upon or near it, and lio only occasionally visited thein ; bis inlieritance,
-%vas in the unbrokon foests, and his colupanuonS -%vere the natural
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