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Running 8plice.

i

Ep1tor CaRaps Fansir:—The knots deseribed by Mr.,
Spence in your last number aro very uscful at tumes. 1
can only add a description of what 18 called a ** rumung
splice,” used when a rope 19 required to run through a
block, for which a short aplice would not do, as it doublcs
the thickness of the rope. Itz put together in the same
way as a short splice, but after the strands have been un-
twined far cnough (and they should be untwined farther
than for a ** short splice ') one half of cach strand 1s cut
off lengthwise, so that when the splice is i nished, the part
spliced is no thicker than it was before,

If Mr. Spenco will take a cord composed of more than
threo strands, he will find it can be spliced as readilv as
any other.

It is not always considered a disgrace forsa lors to goup
or down through the lubber holes, as some masters of
vessels will not allow fattock shrouds to 1> rathned,
50 that the men must use the lubber holes, and besides
thoy can go up faster that way, whenever that useful m.
strument, tho marine barometer, gives mdications of an
approaching squall, and all hands have to be sent aloft in
a hurry to take in sail, SARAWAK.

The Norwegian Method of Making Hay.

A correspondent writes to the Agricultural Gazette, apropos
of tho bad haying season to call attention of farmers toa
plan adopted by the farmers of Norway for the purposc of
protecting their grass, when cut, from rain, It is not at
all unusual there for the grass to lie out for two months,
or evon more, and of its quality, when it has been so
treated, oxperience speaks very favorably.

The plan is this: —Stakes about 6 fect long are put up
in sets, of four or five in a line, in every part of the field,
the lines running in a direction about east and west.
Across these, and about 15 or 18 inches apart, are lashed
thin cross poles made from tho waste of wood clearings,

and untrimmed. When the hay is cyt, the men, women
and children go out in the fields, and in whatever con-
dition the grass is, whether wet or dry, hang it over these
cross bars.  To do this, a good large handful of grassis
taken, one end thrust between the bars, and then the two
ends, on different sides of the bar, are bent down g0 as to
hang across it like clothes on a line, In tlis way the

ass is piled up all along the bars and handful above
landful to within a fow inches from the bar next above.
That is next taken, and in this way the hay is packed up
into what appear like grass walls, and by this meansit
stands out detying the worst weather of a climate so wet
a3 that of Western Norway. The spaces serve for ventil
ation, the thickness 13 not sufficient for heating, and it is
raised above the wet and steaming carth, so that sun and
wind when they come have their full effect upon the mass
and speedily dry it; whilo the protection afforded from
the rain is quite remarkable for such a simple system.

Medicinal Uses of the Sweet Flag,

The Sweet Flag, Acorus calamus, says A:nslie, **18 a
very favorite medicine of the Indian practioners, andis
reckoned so valuable in the indigestions, stomach-aches,
and bowel affections of childern, that there is a penalty
incurred by any druggist who will not open lus door in the
middle of the night and sell it if demanded.” A bath
made of the infusion of tho root ““is regarded asan effectual
remedy for epilepsy in clnldren.” Schroder informs us
that ‘it possesses virtues in obstructions of the spleen and
liver.” The Egyptians regard it asa valuable aromatic
and stomachic. Tho Tarks prepare a confection of the
root, and cmploy it ‘“as a preventive against contagion.”
“ Europcan practioners have considered the root as tonic
and aromatic, and occasionally prescibe it in cases of
intermittent fever and dyspepsia.”

Dr. A. T. Thomson recommends it as an anti-periodic;
and Dr. /E. Ross reports that it is an excellent stimulant
and diaphorctic ; he looks upon 1t *as most serviceable
atonic and choleraic diarrha:a.  As an jnscctivide, particu-
larly with reference to fleas, I have always found it very
efficacious ; but for this purpose, the root must be obtain.
ed fresh. Last year, the chief causo of mortality among
the houso patients of tho Sconi Main Dispensary was
dysentery; the gaol population also suffered very much
from the samo di The di is most prevalent
about the middle of the rainy scason, that is, during the

months of July and August. The disturbance probably of
the water-supply, cspecially when this is derived from
tanks and streams, and the dampness of tho scason are,
in some incasures, I think, accountable for the appearance
of the divease. In many of these cases, a malarial taint
eould be detected.  Ipecacuanha does not, I regr-t to say,
alwayg snceeed m these cases,  There were holess than
sixty-nine cass of dysentery treated in the Mam Dispen.
«ary during the menths of July anl August 1 found a
decoction of the rhicome of the Acorus calamus very
effectual m arresting the tlux ot blood, expectally in the
dysentery of children.  The deecc tion 13 prepared thus . —
Of the brsed rhizome, 2 ounces; Coriander sced, 1
drachm ; black pepper, half a drachm ; water, 1 pint;
boil doAvn to twelve ounces and set aside to cool.” The
dose foran adultis anounce three tunes daly 3 for a ehild,
1 to 3 drams, sweetenad with sugar, two or three times a
day.  Astringent extracts or quinine might be added if
necessary,”

Whers Do They Come from ?

A correspondent of the New York Z'vilune asks the
question about the sudden appearance of a new order of
plants on seil of which the previous condition has been
altered. The case i3 cited where the Hon. George Geddes
reclaimed some ten acres of land which for seventy-five
years had been submerged by a mill.dam. It appears that
this pond i that tune had filled up from four to six feet
deep with brook sediment ; that this sediment was so soft
that 1t was nmud-summer before a man could go over 1t to
sow some grass sced; that this seed germmnated and
promises on abundant crop. A strange thing happened in
connection with this pond mud that is not casily explained.
It 18 this to which especial attention is drawn. There
appeared upon it, latein the scason, an ummense growth
of a strange grass, overtopping the plants that came frem
the sced he sowed, and beecame 8o dense and long that he
supposed it would smother out his plants. Ho had the
strange grass cut and mado into hay of little value. Thig
new-comer, that sprung out of the pond mud—not in
sparse plants, byt in a dense mass—Prof. Prentiss of Cornell
University calls rice-cut grass. Then he asks a pertinent
question, which learned and experienced contributors are
requested to satisfactorily answer: “Where did it come
from?” .

Ind it come from sced which had been washed down by
the brook from above, and if so, did this seed lie and keep
sound in that mud thus covered by water for generations,
and germmnate so luxuriantly as soon as the water was
drawn off, and take thelead of pure, sound seed so recently
sown by the writer? These strange things are continually
happening.  ““Iam told that the old fields of Virginia,
which have been cultivated for hundreds of years, when
abandoned, as they frequently are, are almos§ certain to
produce a crop of Bitch pines, and no other kind of ever-
greens or trees. Do they come from sced?  Again, when
the dense forests of hemlock are cut off for lumber, and
the annual fires run through and burn up the hmbs and
other refuse, the next scason is sme to bring a dense crop
of what is commonly called fire-weeds, and nothing clse,
to be succceded the next year by an equally dense growth
of blackberry vines. There had not been any fire-weeds
or blackberry vines growing on thus land for perhapsa
thousand years before. Again, I have seen quite a dense
growth of hemlock spruce (Abics Canadensis) growing out
of earth taken from the hottom of a shaft sunk for iron
ore, perhavs 50 feet deep or more. Now, there had been
no vegetation growing out of that carth for 20 centurres,
and it may possible be 20,000,000 of years. Many other
instances of the kind might be mentioned, hut these are
sufficient for my present purpose. The question recurs
and demands an answer: ‘*Where did they come from?”
Dud they come from seed? If so, then secd must have a
most wonderful vitality. Or, is Prof. Tyndall correct in
the formula recently advanced by him that ‘‘matter con-
taing withn itself the power and the potency of all life.”

My opinion is that they did not come from sced, but
that a certan condition of soil (or matterjand chimate wall
produce a certain kind of plant, which opimon I mny here-
after more fully elaborate, if not convinced to tite con-
trary.”

D e P

To Fit Ao Key.--When it 18 not conventent to take a
lock apart to fit a new key, the key blank should be
smoked over a candle, mserted in the keyhole, and pressed
tirmly agamnst the op]l)(osmg wards of the lock. Them-
dentations m the smoked portion made by the wards will
show where to file,

ASCENT oF WATER 15 TREEs.  Prof. McNab has pre-
sented to the Royal Imsh academy a memoir on the
ascent of water in the stemns of plants, to investigate
which point very many cxperiments were made, He
finds in the privet the rate of ascent to be about six inches
per hour; in the chin, 16.6 inches, in the cherry laurel the
rato varied from 24 to 12 inches, Experiments were also
made as to the inlluence of sunlight and darkness, the in-
luence of the leaves, and the influence of pressure,

The Wheat Weevil,

Thero i3 a wrong impression as to the character of this
inseet (Calandra Granarin) and especially in reference to
the time of its chief depredations. Quite early in the
spring, while wheat was not yet in blossom, reports came
from some interior countics that the weevil was thus carly
committing extensive depredations.  From many other
localitics we heard similar reports, but a littlo later in the
season,  These were founded in misconception, for the
truth is the weevil properly preys only upon the grain,
commencing its ravages about the tume of its ripening and
vontinuing them long after it is gathered into the granary

-hience the name of grain or granary weevil,

The prain weevil in its perfect state is a dark or pitchy
red winged beetle or bug, about one-cighth of an inch long.
It has a slender proboscis or snout, curving a little down-
ward. The thorax, or chest, constitutes about one-half of
ity body, and is nearly as large as the abdomen, or belly,
lying back of the mmddle ring. The thorax is punctured
with a large number of holes, giving it a rough appearance,
Over the abdomen are delicate wings, which are shielded
by wing covers, having lines or furrows upon_their upper
surface running parallel with their lengtl. Tho wings do
not entirely cover the tip of the abdomen. The female
punctures the ripening or ripened grain with her beak or
rostrum, and deposits one and sometimes two oggs.

From the ¢gg is hatched a grub or worm, which eats its
way nto the gram, clesing up the aperture behind it with
oxcreinents su that 1t lies perfectly shielded from external
injury. Nomechanical action short of crushini; the kernel
can disturb the destroyer. They are effectually destroyed
by kiln drying the grain. This grubor worm grows to
about one-twelfth of an inch m length; its body is white
and soft, with nine rings around it. The head is small,
round, yellow-colored and provided with cutting instru.
ments.  Arriving at maturity, which is not till the flour
portion of the wheat kernel has been principally devoured,
this worm or larvm assimes a nymph or chrysalis state
(like that between the worm and the butterfly), and within
two weeks after tho perfect weevil is formed, which eatsits
way out thro'u%h the shell and goes forth to deposit its eggs
in turnupon othersound kernels. They arevery productive,
a single pair often multiplying to 5,000 or 6,000 in a single
year. Both the perfect insect and the grub feed upon the
grain,—XNew York Herald.

To Drive AwAY Rats.—An English Journal gives the
following recipe which 1t says has proved very successful:
Take some glass and powder with pestle and mortar, then
mix with some lard into pills, and drop into the rat holes.
:lt. \i._xll drive rats and mice out of the place ; they die of

ecline, -

TREATMEST oF NEW WooDEN UTENSILY.—Wooden ves-
sels for containing articles of food and wine, and wooden
vessels for culinary purposes, can be rendered fit for im-
mediate use by the removal of the unpleasant extractive
matters, by treatment with a solution of washing-soda.
Thus an ordinary barrel should be half filled with ‘water,
and a solution of about two pounds of soda in as much
water as will dissolve 1t ; then head up the barrel and tho-
roughly mix the Liquds by shaking the barrel, which
should then be filled to the bung with water, and allowed
to remain_for twelve or fourteen days; then after with-
drawing the discolored hiquid, 1t should be well rinsed and
filled with pure water and allowed to remam several days,
when 1t will be fit for use. Uther wooden vessels may be
treated with a similar solution of soda.

Coxcrere.~In answer to your question respecting con-
wrete or asphalt, I have done a great deal successfully for
walks and some kind of floors, such as the tloor of a pig-
house, but have never attempted it for heavy traffic. ft
is neither difficult nor expensive. Of course ‘a great deal
depends upon the cost of material ; the labor is trifling.
I have used screenings of gravel (I don't hike it clean, but
mixed with sand) ; I have used sand alone when I could
not get anything better, blacksmiths’ ashes, and ashes
from my engine. The last I did was for our churchyard
walks; for those I got the screenings of Leicestershire
gramte, which made a splendid path, but of course, more
cxpensive—the granite cust 10s. a ton. It is quite an un-
neeessary expense and trouble boiling the tar. Get your
material dry, mix it with tar, tarn it over twice, and let
it lic a couple of days, then turn it a]gain, and mix a little
lime with it, about a tenth, let it lic another day, and
then on a fine, sunny day lay it on, rake it even, and roll
well ag soon as it will voll, m an hour or two’s time; if
the roll does not work well (it ought to do if the stuff is
not mixed with too much tar) scatter a little dry sand
over it.  Every summer I brush iy walks over with cold
tar, and give a good sprinkling of sand, and they aro us
guod now as when first put down, fifteen years sinee.
Any laburer can du it, only tahe care before laymg 1t down
it 13 of proper consistency. When ready, it ought not to
show the least of tar, but should beadull, dead black,
and when moved with a shovel, ought to be *lively,”
exactly hke a mass of mites in acheese. The stuff will
kee{)along time in a heap af covered up or kept dry, I
shall be glad to give any further mformatxon.-—gor. Agri-
cultural Gazelte,



