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FERTILE QUEEN INTRODUCTION.

N an article which we copied from
@ the English Fournal of Horticulture

as written by T. Bonner-Chambers,

some errors in the reading of the
manuscript crept into the article
which we copied verbatim from the
former journal. Mr. Chambers requests
the insertion of the following paragraph
to take the place of the one beginning
with “Now suppose’” on page 133, No.
7, current volume :

Now, suppose there are neither eggs, larvae
nor queen-cells in the hive, how can the bees
raise a queen ? They cannot do it—twice I have
had a stray queen take possession of such a hive,
and in each case the queen has been of a differ-
ent race to the bees. Place a frame containing
a few eggs into the hive. Why do the bees re-
cognise this gift ? It is their habit to obtain all
they can, which we all know perfectly well, and,
as ] have already stated, it is their habit to raise
a successor from the egg. They therefore gladly
commence operations upon this frame of eggs,
the same conditions as above being present, that
- is, a disorganised state. Again, suppose the
whole of their eggs and means of raising a new
queen are withdrawn, or, more naturally, their
queen dies. In a state of nature perhaps, there
is at no time of the year a hive without eggsina
normal state. But in the case of a stock that
has swarmed, virgin queen after virgin queen

might meet with mortal accidents, and so this |'

hive would become queenless ; even if a virgin
queen should survive unfertilised, or be raised
after all drones were dead, or if the weather
happened unfavorable for fertilization, all other
conditions being favorable the hive would die
out. But should a stray fertile queen fly to the
hive, the habit is (I challenge anyone to con-
tradict this.) that this queen is accepted. Hence
the Hallamshire law 1s based on natural, ration-
al and correct lines. )

I have no hesitation in saying, from my own
experiments and experience, that if the law is
truly and faithfully tried, it will invariably suc-
ceed, excepting those few persons who believe
and state their own way is best, and who omit,
or jcanniot discerti ‘some ‘of the particulars and
conditions of the law. ~ ¢ i

' " T. Bonner-CHAMERRs, F.L.S.

Tref Eglwys, Calrsws, Montgomeryshse, Eng.

March 22, 1888, ! :

POOR PROSPECT FUR CLOVRER.

W. CousE.—Bees are doing very little at
sent, and the prospect for tloveris poor.

Streetsville, June 13 1888.
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PREVENTION OF INCREASE.
ﬁ may be called a bee-keeper; but it is Ql‘ly ;
he who has learned to control increase, makmg:
it much, or little, or none at all, as circumstanc®® -

E who allows iiis bees to increase by nat®™

master. It is often well to know how to run 8"
yard of bees without making any increasé
‘When a bee-keeper has already more coloni”" :
than he can manage, it would seem foolish ¥
make more unless he has a good market for bee®
Quite often, when his locality is already over

wish to buy and at a price that barely repay®
him for foundation and hives. Sometimes &
person could profitably keep one yard in connec”
tion with some other business if he knew how 0
manage them without increase and with the
least expenditure of time and work; the time
and work to be chiefly given when the bee-keep®
can best spare it and not at the call of the bee$:
This method of running one yard with somé
other occupation and the minimum amount %
work and expense may be the practice of tb®
future, one strong argument against bee-keepin‘
as a specialty being the uncertain value of thbe
business when carried to a f.rced sa'e by thf’,'
death of the bee-keeper and the consequent U?";
certain provision for bis family. Then anothef
very large class are now producing honey at 2,
greater cost than the selling price and it woﬂl‘f1
be unwise to enlarge a business already co?".
ducted at a loss. And it is always better to ha¥®
“the control of increase, like everything else, welk
in hand and under well laid plans, then a suffi
‘cient number of hives and supplies can D®
secured with some reasonable expectation O
naving them all used and yet have enoughi®
those years in which bees when left to them”
“selves often swarm to death, ‘ ;
When running bees to extracted honey it i¥
' comparatively easy to control swarming; for b¥:
giving them a large amauot. of room for bot¥
" brood and honey, and extracting the old honef.
‘and afterward the new just before the main flo¥
' commences (as ought to_be done is-any case 4%
‘it is of inferior quality) there will usually b#
‘no attempt to swarm ; with reasonable attentiof
tp extracting afterward; This method is simph®
' and it woitld be well if beginners would stick #

| the; extractor until they are suacessful with

. hopey management. ' When box; haney is £ai

it is much more difficult to control increase. X
is:eagy in a swarming year .to raise a crop o

| swarms, but not %0 easy to raise a crop of cosP

ral swarming at their own good pleasus® '

may direct, that has earned the title of be®" &

stocked, he finds it is his neighbors only who B




