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An Only Child.

(Eleanora H. Stooke, in ‘Friendly Greet-
ings.”)

Mrs. Johnson had been left a widow af-
ter only two years of married life, without
any means of support except a pair of will-
ing hands, which toiled from early morn-
ing to late at night to support herself and
her little son Harry, who had been only a
few months old at the time of his father’s
death, and was now eight years old.

Mts. Johnson went out charing
day, and what with the few shillings she
earned, and the broken victuals she had
given to her from the houses where she
worked, she managed to support herself
and her boy.

‘It’s as much as I can do to make both
ends meet,” she told her neighbhor and
friend, Mrs. Locke, on one occasion; ‘some-
times I feel that tired I ache all over!’

‘Why don’t you get Harry to help you
about your work at home? asked Mrs.
Locke. ‘A great boy like yours ought to
make himself useful. Why, I heard you
splitting kindling wood just now! Burely
that’s a job Harry might do?’

‘He works hard at school,” Mrs. Johnson
responded, ‘and he deserves his play-time;
besides, I should be afraid to trust him to
cut up wood, for fear he should cut him-
self.’

‘I think you’re spoiling Harry by .taking
too much care of him,” Mrs. Locke said;
then seeing her neighbor’s indignant look,
she added: ‘The child won’t thank you
for indulging him later on. To my mind
¢hildren ought to share their parents’ bur-
dens. . A selfish boy makes a selfish man,
and that means a bad husband for some
unfortunate woman, I take it,’

Mrs. Johnson was more than half inclin-
ed to be offended at her friend’s plain
speaking, but she knew Mrs. Tocke meant
well, and wisely curbed the sharp retort
that rose to her lips. She thought the
matter over, and came to the conclusion
that she did really coddle Harry more than
was mnecessary. After that she tried to
get him to do little things to help her, but
the boy had been waited upon too long to
readily comply with her wishes, and he
grumbled so much when she wanted him
to run an errand, or do any trifling job in
the home, that she soon gave up asking
him.,

One evening, as Mrs. Johnson was re-
turning from her day’s work, she encoun-
tered a crowd of people following a drunk-
en man, who, between two constables, was
being conveyed to the police-station, Af-

’ ter the crowd had passed she noticed a
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young woman standing close by, weeping
bitterly, with a baby in her arms, and a
child of about two years of age clinging to
her skirts.

‘What is wrong? Mrs. Johnson asked
kindly.

‘They’ve taken my husband: off to the
lock-up,” was the response, ‘and he’ll be
sent to prison, I know he will! He came
home drunk, and hit me and the children
about, and knocked the furniture to bits,
and then the police took him away.’

‘Oh, dear! cried Mrs. Johnson. ‘What a
bad fellow he must be!

‘He’s not bad at heart,’” the young wife
said quickly, ‘but when the drink’s in him,
he’s like one mad! Jim’s selfish, that’s

what he is, and I’ve got his mother to

thank for what I and the children have
suffered through him.’ X

‘What was his mother like, then, that
he has turned out so badly? Mrs. John-
son inquired.

‘She was a hard-working respectable
woman,” was the reply, ‘but she ruined
Jim. She never corrected him in a fault,
but taught him to think he must be first
in every way. Oh, what shall I do if they
send him to prison!’

‘Perhaps they’ll let him off with a cau-
tion this time,” Mrs. Johnson suggested
soothingly.

‘No,’ the young woman answered hope-
lessly, ‘they won’t do that, because he’s
been before the magistrates twice already.
There’s nothing but the workhouse before
me and my children.’

‘Is your husband’s mother living?’ Mrs.
Johnson asked, thinking pitifully of the
Poor woman who had ruined her son.

‘No; she died a year ago,” the other re-
plied; ‘but she lived long enough to see
what she had done. Jim was her only
child.’

From that time Mrs. Johnson ruled her
son with a firmer hand, insisting on im-
plicit obedience to her wishes. Though he
rebelled at first, he quickly learnt that his
mother would be obeyed, and, being really
a good-natured boy, he soon began to take
pleasure in helping her, so that he grew
up considerate for her comfort, and would
do anything for his mother’s happiness.
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Grahams.—Two cups buttermilk, 1 tea-
spoon soda, level full, salt, equal parts flour
(sifted) amd graham to make a very stiff
dough. Drop into oiled tins. If less flour
is used, making them of thinner batter,
shorten with two tablespoons lard, and bake
in patty pans in hot oven.

In all correspondence with advertisers in
these columns, kindly mention the ‘Mes-
senger.” This will oblige the publishers of

this paper as well as the advertiser,
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Not a single cent to pay for her.

As pretty as a picture.

You will fall in love with her the minute you see her.
Golden ringlets, laughing blue eyes, rosy cheeks, stylishly
dressed in silk and satin, with velvet and lace trimmings.

= Lovely trimmed hat, dainty little slippers, real
stockings,

be dressed and undressed like any live baby.

® Her head, arms and legs are movable, She

g % can stand alone or sit in a chair or on the
By~ floor. When you get her you will say she is the

s . prettiest doll you have ever seen.
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THE HOME SPECIALTY CO.,
DEPT. 193 TORONTO, ONTARIO
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NORTHERN MESSENGER

(A Twelve Page Illustrated Weekly),

One yearly subscription, 30c.

Three or more copies, separately address
ed, 25c each.

Ten or more to an individual address, 20¢
each,

Ten or more separately addressed, 25¢ per
copy.

‘When addressed to Montreal City, Great Britain and Postal
«Union countries, 53¢ postage must be added for each copy ;s
United States and Canada free of postage. Special arrange-
ments will be made for delivering packages of 10 or more in
Montreal. Subscribers residing in the United States can
remit by Post Office Money Order on Rouse’s Point, N. Y.,0r
Express Money Order payable in Montreal,

Sample package supplied free on applicae
tion.

JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Publishers, Montreal,

The Old Men and Women Do Bless Him.

Thousands of people come or send every year to Dg.
D.M.ByE for his Balmy Oil to cure them of cancer and
other maligns nt discases. Out of this number a great
many very old people, whose ages range from seventy
to one hundred years, on account of distance and in-
firmities of age, they send for home treatment. A froe
book is sent, telling what they say of the treatment.,
Address Dr. D. M. Byg Co., Drawer 505, Indianapolis,
Ind. [If not atflicted, cut this out and send it to some
suffering one.]

for Announcement of the Nertherm
4 Buasiness College, Owen Sound,
Ontario, the leading College in the
Dominion. C.A. Fleming, Principal
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T0 PUSHA DOLLAR PROPOSITION ON A
50% CONMISSION.

IT APPEALS STRONGLY TO THE BEST PEOPLE
IN EVERY LOCALITY,

No experience necessary, No deposit required
Bchool teachers succeed well. ~ Must furnish
minister’s recommendation,
Address AGENT MANAGER,
P. O. Box 2234, Montreal,
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