
Current Topics. 6

such niemorials may be brouglit to-
gether into one volume. Somethinga,
it is possible, had better be forgotten;
but other things it would be well to
keep in everlasting remeînbrauce.
We bcspaak for the volume, when it
shall appear, a warmi reception and a
large patronage. In this way, too,
may the Superannated Fuud be
xnaterially helped, as the profits of
such, a volume go to swell its incomne.

JUDICIAL BHANGING.

We hope that Canada lias seen the
last of its hangigs. There ie, to our
thinking, soniething denîoralizing to
every better sentiment in the mnan-
ner in wlîich two continents have
been watching the ccli of the con-
demned and mucli be-written crimi-
nal, who by this public attention is
raised to a uort of heroship instead
of being consigned to nierited oh-
]ivion. We do not argue hiere the
general question of capital punish-
nmant. XVe niercly express the con-
viction that, in the hiiglier civilization
of the future-wc hope of the near
future-it will ba banishied froni the
land. There is a growing repugnance
towards it alnîost everywhera. AI-
thiougliy, society lias a ri ght to pro-
teet itself, it lias not the right to
avengre itself. " Thou shaît not kili"
we think imperative upon courts and
communities as wvelI as upon indi-
viduals.

The judicial death) of the un-
happy nian, ?Birchall, involves the
teýrrible dileniina of eithcr hiangipg
an innocent man or else of sending
a ni into etcrnity with a lie upon
his soul. Froin both of these we
should recoilw~ithi abliorrence. So-
ciety, we judge, would ba no iess
protected hy the life-long incarcera-
tion of sucli an unhappy nian and
hie employmcut in somie useful
industry, than by bis tragical taking
off. Nay, we think it would bc
better protected, for juries will be
slow to convict, aven a guilty nian
wlieu they know that the conse-
quences oif sucli conviction arc irre-
parahle. But ive have neither time
nr space tci fully diseuss this subjcct

which bas been so conspicuously
forced of late upon the public atten-
tion.

ADDITXONAL ATRACU TIONS TO MAGA-
ZINE FRrn 1891.

In addition to the very full an-
nouncement of this monthly for 1891,
including its rnany illustrate-d articles
and its new departrnent of "Popu-ý
lar Science, " arrangements have
also beeu made for a serieB of brief
papers on 1'The Poots of Canada,"
by the Rev. Matthew Ritchie Kuiglit,
himseif one of our sweetest and
strongest, singera and one of our
best known littérateurs. Mr. Xnight's
papers vil include Arthur J. Lock-
hart, Charles G. D. Roberts, Blss
Carman, Archibald Lampman, Wil-
fred W. Camipbell, Magnus Sabiston,
Arthur Weir, and J. Hiunter Duvar,
and other young Canadian poets.
This series will ha of distinct literary
value and of great patriotic interest.

By the kind permission of the Rev.
Dr. Flood, of the firin of Flood &
Vincent, of the Choutcviuqita Cento'n
.Pes the American publishers, we
have the privilege of reprintirg iu
tis M.AG.AZINE one of the u-ost re-
mnarkabl,, stories of the age, viz.,
'Ail He Knewv," by John flabber-

ton-author of that popular book,
"Jelen's Babi,,. "
The testiniony of those who read

the story of Sain Kixnper and .how
lie lived Up to " ail lie knew, " is welt-
nigh unaniînous praise. A notcd
editor-author says: "I read it with
the deepest appreciation. Lt is full
of the Christ spirit."

Another popular author describes
it as " the best practical raligious
book that lias beau publishied since
' Stepping Hcav enward' appeared to
bless the world. "

Stili antother calls it "The sweat-
est, inost affecting littie story ever
wvritten. "

Lt w~ill run throughi eiglit numbers.
The price of this book alone is $1.OO.

MAGAZINE POSTAGE.
Although the postage of this

M,AziNE, to Newfoundland and
Bermuda is thirty-six conte a year,
whiclî %ve must pay here, we yet ask
our friends ini these islands to pay
oiily twenty-fuur ceints of that amount
and %we wviIl pay the balance.

665


