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havo a rnte billt i-q hh as permittod by law, others have a diminished rate-bill.
Scime sohools aro wcll sîîpplied with mnps simd sipparntus, anid otherR havo nono,
Thîîs thlero if; found a ivido diversity in detail under the samoe genorsil s.ysters.

In a religious point of nir, tho comrnon school srsterm lins been s0
constructed as to recogniso Christisinitv, but nit tho irimo tinno to respect tho
conscientious opinions of individuals. [t is evidently impossible to havne the
catechism or formulsiri6es of one Church tùuLEht, withiott an unfair ini
fluenco orer tho chiîdren helomging to othors. flenco it is mecesssiry te ex.
clude ail Lheso; though ihn somoe exceptional instances, whoro thero is a vory
genornl n&reement in religlous opinion nmomg tho inhahitants, a roligious
ca*toehism )s taught. Tho sehools are mot, hoewcrer, as rnany are ready to Say,
on this account, goetless institutions. Tiiero is an express recommendation feom
tise Counc'il of Public Instruction, that the schools slould bo opened and closed
by rending of the Seriptures simd prayer; nnd a forin of prayer for thi8 purposo
has been prepsired, whilo tlîo use of it is flot madle ohligatory, and ex-tempore
prayer hy tic teacher is permitted. Tise Scrituro may afso be used hy tho pupils
as a class-hook, nt the discretion of tise Trustees. Christisinity is declarcd to ho
tho basis of our wliole system, of education, and tho clause of tho Act which
bears on this point rends thus :-" No chld shall ho requircd to rend or study
Ilin or from any religious book, or to join in any exercise of dovotion or religion,
"Lvhich, shahl be objected to hy his or hcr parents or guardians - provided
"always thnt within this limitation pupils shaîl ho allowed to receive such rohigilu
"instruction ns their parents or guardians shahl desire, according to the genoral
"reguilations which shahl ho provided siccording to law." Thus, Donc airo coin.

pelled te receire instruction in religion agrainst the will of parents or guardians,
while the Bible may ho read and roI igiotns instruction may ho giron in sucli cases
as parents or guardians may desire. In conneetion with this feature it is inter-
esting to observe by tho late returns, that out of 3565 teachers employed, thoe
were,-

Preshyterians,........98
Ohurch of England,. 7 16
Methodis,.......957
Roman Catholi,.....396
Baptist,..... ... 8
Congregationalist,.......57

The number of schools opened and closed with prayer was 1003, and in 1963"
the Old anmd New Testaments were rend.

Another element in the religieus aspect of the sehools is thiat aIl Ministers of
the Gospel are ex-officie visitors, and in msiny instances they are local superin-
tendents. A fine opportunity is thius afforded of exerting a religious influence
on the schools. Every teacher, moreover, must obtain from. some Minister of
religion a certificnte of good moral character. In these ways, then, provision is
mnade to soine extent for the religious character of our schools.

A. commendable attention lias aIse been given hy the Couneil of Instruction
to, the general literature whieh the peopie may ho expected te read. A numhber
of works on the arts, sciences, history, and rreneral literature, have heen selected'
by competent persons te, furnish Township tibraries. That selection, while gir-
ing much useful anmd interesting information, contains nothing injurieus te reli-
gion or morality, and though it dees mot emhrace works properly of a religions
character, is stili admirably calculated to enlarge the minda of the comnmunitY,
impart a relish for useful knowledgo, improve anmd elevate the taste. inj
connection with this, the Journal of Education deserves notice. It is a montblY
periodical containing original articles and copious sehtetions from, other.educa'


