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something like a frown flitted across his usually

placid brow. " I 'm not over pleased to hear that

he 's comin', for it 's said that some old uncle or

aunt o' his—I forget which—has left him a lot o'

dollars. I hope he ain't comin' to spend 'em here,

for he'd never git along without gamblin' an'

drinkinV'

" Then, I can tell you that ho is just coming to

stay here," returned Charlie, "for he has several

waggons with him, and a dozen men. I asked him

where he was going to, and he said, to locate him-

self as a store-keeper at Sweetwater Bluff; but he

did not seem inclined to be communicative, so I left

him and galloped en to report the news. What

d' you think about it 1

"

" I think it '11 be a bad day for Sweetwater Bluff

when Crux comes to settle in it. Howsoever, this

is a free country, an' we've no light to interfere

with him so long as he don't break the laws. But

I c^oubt him. I *m afeard he '11 try to sell drink, an'

there's some o' our people who are longin* to git

back to that."

The other members of the party, and indeed

those heads of the town generally who knew Crux,

were of much the same opinion, but some of them

thought that, being in a free country, no one had a

right to interfere. The consequence was that Crux

and his men were permitted to go to work. They

hired a shed in which to stow their goods, while


