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lake. A flint was soon found among the water-worn
stones that lay thickly strewn upon the shore, and a ~
handful of dry sedge, almost as inflammable as tinder,

“was collected without trouble; though Louis, with

the recklessness of his nature, had coolly proposed to
tear a strip from his cousin’s apron as a substitute
for tinder,—a proposal that somewhat raised the
1nd1crnat1on of the tidy Catharine, whose ideas of
economy  and\neatness were greatly outraged, espem-
ally as she had no sewing implements to assist in
mendin.o the rent. Louis thoucrht nothing of that;
it. was a part of his character to think only of the
present, little of the past, and to let the future pro-
vide for itself. Such was Louis’s great failing, which
had proved a fruitful source of trouble both to him-
self and others. In this respect he bore a striking
contrast to his more cautious companion, who pos- -
sessed much of the gravity of his father. Hector was
as heedful and steady in his decmoms as Louis was
rash and 1mpetuous

After many. futile attempts, and some skin knocked
off their knuckles through awkward handling of the
knife and flint, a good ﬁre was at last kindled, as
there was-no lack of dry wood on the shore.
Catharine then' triumphantly produced her tin pot,

and thé eggs were boiled, greatly to the satisfaction

of all parties, who were by this time sufficiently
hungry, having eaten nothing since the previous
evening more substantial than the strawberries they -

~ had taken during the time they were gathering them

in the morning.




