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feafted their bodies very plentifully: Beavers they killed by
no allowance; the tkinnes of thofe they traded away at Waf-
fagufcus with my neighboures for corne, and fuch other com-
modities as they had neede of; and my neighboures had a
wonderfull great benefit by their being in thofe parts. Yea,
fometimes (like genious fellowes) they would prefent their
Marchant with a fatt beaver fkinne, alwayes the tayle was not
diminifhed, but prefented full and whole; although the tayle
is a prefent for a Sachem, and is of fuch mafculaine vertue that
if fome of our Ladies knew the benefit thereof they would defire
to have fhips fent of purpofe to trade for the tayle alone: it is
fuch a rarity, as is not more efteemed of then reafon doth re-
quire.

But the Sachem Cheecatawbak, (on whofe poffeffions they
ufurped, and converted the commodities thereof to their owne
ufe, contrary to his likeing,) not being of power to refift them,
pra&ifed to doe it by a fubtile ftratagem. And to that end
gave it out amongft us, that the caufe why thefe other Salvages
of the Narohiganfets came into thefe parts, was to fee what
ftrength we were of, and to watch an opportunity to cut us off,
and take that which they found in our cuftody ufefull for them;
And added further, they would burne our howfes, and that they
had caught one of his men, named Mefhebro, and compelled
him to difcover to them where their barnes, Magazines, or ftore-
howfes were, and had taken away his corne; and feemed to be
in a pittifull perplexity about the matter.

And, the more to adde reputation to this tale, defires that
his wifes and children might be harbered in one of our howfes.
'This was graunted; and my neighbours put on corflets, head-
peeces, and weapons defenfive and offenfive.

This thing being knowne to Cheecatawback, hee caufed
fome of his men to bring the Narohiganfets to trade, that
they might fee the preparation. The Salvage, that was a
Itranger to the plott, fimply comming to trade, and finding
his merchants lookes like lobfters, ail cladd in harneffe, was
in a maze to thinke what would be the end of it. Hafte hee
made to trade away his furres, and tooke anything for them,
withing himfelfe well rid of them and of the company in the
howfe.

But (as the manner has bin) hee muft eate fome furmety
before hee goe: downe he fits and eats, and withall bad an
eie on every fide; and now and then faw a fword or a dagger
layd a thwart a head peece, which hee wondered at, and afked


