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PASSING COMMENTS___  to0s°hônt thhPmSaortS wkere ^ey had no.right vertically overiiead. We had been plowing orderly shouted a word of warning ooin-’ng in

by nature of an agitatious” disposition, but if see him, and get .his evidence.” Not a bit of dcnly, with tropical swiftnessdouds seemed to wind nn!Î /fant. and hehad g°t my
it is m the interests of good sport, I am willing lt; the next thing he is- told is that the infer- roll up from every quarter and what had been huit ea^s °Ut went hls
at any time to do my best. They say a man mant told his story in strict confidence and a clear skv was A™, rhanc.,1 ■ hU^ ear He b?re stralght down upon me,
who pleads his own case has “a fool for his id- does not want to be mixed up in it. What black witl/ threatening thunder I =; making a great noise. I recognized it was use-
vocate”; possibly that is the reason why iij the good can this sort of thing possibly do? In- to my orderly to pull ifp and I slid dovfnwith •8f,t mthatlong_ grass, and
present case the parties directly interested ask cidentally it may do a lot of mischief; for my backagainst^atreê ToenSy myfruval should^ But "YE l° th?
me to do their agitating for them. Before reasons of private spite, doubt may be thrown lunch. I had just started in on the sandwiches scarcely Toole aim- I rememhe! fv! mofent.ï
turning on the agitating influence, I would beg °n ai man s honesty and sportsmanship with- when the storm broke Heavy drops fell with at the centre of Hs Brm b£ f'rm& ,stra(ght
to state humbly that I know nothing of the out his knowing it and having a chance to dis- resounding taps upon the leaves Pabove mv • coil of therifi. l,, k Ts,head- and thTe,re; 
facts in the present case from person?! obser- Prove it. “I am sorry I cannot mention the head. Thfse were the advance luard of a a sort of dud fdea TSi5Æd T °Ver', • had
vation, and that the evidence in the case is all name,of the man who told me,” says our ama- feet deluge. In the space of a moment I was well c’est une autre Affaire™ /nTi1’
hearsay. It would seem, however, to be a case teur .detective, but now I have told you, you drenched to the skin, sitting in a rapidly-form- taneôuslv I heard Annth-t A- simul- 
for the serious consideration of those more .can investigate for yourself ; I Should like to ing poql of water ün'dèr the force "of this noble orderly hadd-lavld k h - , g 
directly interested, and therefore letters of See that bunch get caught anyway.” In all combination of supreme discomfort mv va- me with m/semndrifk =n°d'K25/ardS behlnd 
confirmation or contradiction written by in- probability the bunch are quite innocent, hut tience was speedily^oozing out of the bottoms enabled to obtainA heart itby d°mg... 
terested parties over their own names will be tha^.a mere trifle. of my boots However the hour before dawn m"nent daneer of his eflnd? h fu™'
gladly given space here. ' l{a sportsman has definite evidence of in- is ever the darkest. The rain suddenlyceas/d S u ,W‘th°Ut

Several Saanich landowners have come to - of t.he >aw and fe='s it his duty to help and almost simiiltànemi% a runner came in effectual, and : the mfuriated^bMStdJlMike^a
me in a more or less complaining mood, and bring the offenders, to justice, by all means let to bring tidings pf the herd log quite close to wh^ r J J Ilkea
stated that the pheasants on their land are so kirn help the authorities by giving them all the Another hour’s march, and, advancing up wai"111 over It was with a pratefn^ 
thick as to be a nuisance, and that they in con- pidence in his possession, but if he is not will- a valley, I at last made them out standing idlv of relief that" I suhTidrd inV, gf f}g
sequence feel it a grievance that the/ are riot d°. this,.the best thing for him to do is together at the top of a rise Icârefuïlÿ toa’S with my back agafnst a tree &
allowed to shoot them. The last party who to keep his mouth closed and not cast suspicion both my rifles ; then I lit a cigarette to ascer- the excess of hfs iov seated hfm
compiained and asked for the “agitation” stat- °f wrongdoing which he is unable or unwilling tain the direction of the windfand decided to dead carcase of the elephant dk^L0" ^
ed that it is a fact that the farmers in Saanich °^heIP P^ove on mén who rnay be just as good work my way rouiti io .^16 right. ubly the details of the fio-ht ’ S vo "
have, suffered so much damage to their potato sportsmen than himself. It is bad It was now afefrbe !n the afternoon, his^asf superbrhy overaH
auJtnVWh ththdepredatl0nS °f Phasîanus torÿ. oneh reputation and is no help to any- and I was pretty well’done, but excitement is any circumstances.7
2^hat tkey are resort.ng to the use. of one‘ „ a great stimulant; ;iùhmk we miist have The tusks of
poison _ m; seif-defence i ---- — , taken the best part QÏ%hree-rt}iaftçrs of an hour I he tusks of our

it .this is. a tact, and the .informant is a gen- 3 Ppwdcred Glass for Dogs before we finally made the top of the rise. Then
ra^anT —1 likely to make . Jfàheçe is a more dastardly: way of showing a happy inspiration induced "me to ascertain
things has r»rt^rd ■b emevSl.a stat,e of spite agaipst sportsmen,:than ® killing their the direction of the wind -enfie more. There
speech solution a n tr-'Sen wh,ch calls a d9g$.with,powdered glass,.I hope I may never w'as- as a matter of fart, scarcely a stir, but I
inr/ntl I ’ *"i hlf,suggestlon is that a hear of it. Some time ago now complaints found that now we were out of the valley it

season should at once be declared reached the Attorney-General’s department had veered round considerably. This
Xs ltatZl Th/ he? Pheasants m Saanich. tRat a number of valuable dogs had been de- «oymg, as it meant making a huge detour

edo-e of thL matt-r ’ An YC‘ °° Per"sc,naI knOwl-. Stroyed by this method, ip the neighborhood of across a-valley to retrace our steps back from
in 'Saanich sPe"t.much time Cowichan, Koksilah,. Düncan,,and ’points still whence we had just coihe. To those unac-
there lalt velr Farm/°Smg °1 tRre, sh°°‘inf north on the E. & N. line. Some crank quainted with elephant hunting it is difficult
take it ^ lnS, on th^ Island . ti, I whp has a grievance against sjjootermen, re- to appreciate the precautions. Which
average farmer lucrative calling that the sorted to the cunning of a spiteful mind to vent sary. As it was, we passed the herd on ... ^Hi
fnr a T' T , ”° dePcndf. On aghculture his Spleen against the hunter"'through the death right much closer than I cared about. I côrild —------------ o-------------- sluggish landrail may.lie close to the whirring
bv fn fill?„ ?ld°uS.n0t- mereIT makeitahoh- and'torture of his dumb friend; Every effort make them out through my glasses lazily fan- TUt tAcmr.Tm,, . partridge ; woodcock and snipe will afford
fjrrl t"n 1 between remittances, can af- ha? been made to try and'detect the offender ning their great big éars, or standing swinging THE FASCINATION OF THE GUN very different marks from the high and

preserve game at the "expense of his bltt this is an offence against common hu- a leg, a quaint habit they have when standing rA p»„ ■ ----- . ' ' . "7 straight-flying pheasant, a rabbit amidst
manity which the cunning wretch who has at ease. Now and then they would pluck some ^ ■ -t en-picture ot ap.ort in England from the bracken is as different from a hare in the open

gP“Y of it>an comprit withouf much fear dainty morsel from a neighboring bush of Field) . ■ as a teal flying down wind is from the mal-
' " ' A " wait-a-bit thorn, or a tuft of grass over ' Although thé present generation finds itself lard as he rises by the brook,

it is eâsy to wrap up a fèw balls of meat their backs to scare thé flies. m » thickly populated country sport with the So far’ we have considered chiefly the gun
containing powdered glass and drop them here One must own to a distinctly creepy feel- gun in the British Isles is bf an infinite and and lts mark; but shootinK neither begins nor
and there unobserved, but it is a disgusting ing. It is these prelirmnary manoeuvres which ever changing variety, each branch replete e"ds with its centre pieces. Those to whom
P!ece ” cruèity tend‘deserves à severe punish-*' are the most trying jpShe tierves. with a fascination of its own and girt about the sPoi"t'15 a real and serious hobby realize
i»ériT!rf-détqétéa.-3< • ;L l.j, .j’o- • * Unfortunately, thferass was very long,' with stirrouriidiitigs peculiar to itself We have- that Nature has taken them by th.e hand, and

------------- :0----—:—; about 6ft. high, whïcn necessitated creeping first, the purple stairways of heather ascend' that they must follow her into her realms and
* A‘DAY’S ELEPHANT HUNTING up very close to get tfrte good shot. »• ing. to. the mist-wreathed mountains the nan iearn to mark Eer waÿs, her laws, her in-

' ’• ; -— • When we were about 50 yards off, I crawled nier-laden ponies, the staunch pointers posed tr.'cacies, and secrets. No sportsman imagines
Jt was fpwards the winter of . the year 1010 UP behind an ant-heap and made my selection immovable and waiting our advance or ramr- th. ; 15 task 15 but t0 sit on a shooting stick

^urtd„ myself travtijng in Western from the herd. ... . ing with seemingly reckless abandon, but in with loaded gun ; the. habits of his quarry
L uanda. I hted fitted out a fairly big sofari One was a very big malife which I estimated reality with most coiisuipmate care in search ™“st be stud,ed and considered, , its enemies
( viz.; caravan of porters carrying the loads at 8olb- tuskers, and,the rest below solb. I of the crouching covey. All about us is the defeated ln the close season, and even Nature 
tijjwi their heads), and, the pace was somewhat whispered to my ordetly which elephant I in- murmur of insects, the indescribable perfume herself,.aided and abetted in her desire tp in- 
slow in consequence. I generally marched on tended to bring down^-and I then crept round of the heather, and way in the distance a ^ase.her treasures. Every day there is some- 
ahead of my party, and, After selecting the site in the long grass to a spot where 1 imagined golden eagle hovers about the crest of a grey “mg new to be learned about the birds and 
for thé camp, sat down on a convenient ant- 1 could get in a good heart shot. ,/ peak powdered with snow, where on some beasts of our lslands- and every other day
hèap to digest the contents of my latesLtiews- 11 may be ^id here that the heart shot is later day we shall search for ptarmigan the ,lnd an e?ccePt,'on to a ru,e which but yester-
pteper which was never less than two months preferable to the head $hot as regards the size winter denizen of our present haunts’ or day we thought invariable. And, although a 
behind the titties. ’ - • of the target aimed atrbut although eventually again, amid very similar surroundings we peer s‘renuous rivalry is not countenanced in the

, On thts Occasion r &ént- nty orderly to the causing certain death, it gives, thé; elephant suf- over the edge of the peat topped butt watch- sbootlng fleld- there is enough seriousness 
néterest shamba (viz., collectiôn 6Î native Ruts ) ficient breathing space,.to work-serious havoc. lng the far-off line of beaters creep across the about thc sPort to make a man strive to do his
to teummori the local chief, with a view of giv- ^The head shots, on the other hand, bring him moor. A flag rises suddenly on the flank best; prizes are unknown, jealousy detested,
ing him orders to bring food for my porters Sown at once, but the,aim must be absolutely black specks waver for an instant in the air «’mpeütion. unneeded, professionalism 
On his-arrival I learnt that half his crops had . côrrect: Half way between (he eye and ear- and then bear down upon us; the great pact* is he?rd °f’ andyet «MX>tmg men are probably 
been destroyed during the previous night bv a h9le> if firing froto a flank, and at the "base coming, and the seconds that separate it from °nly eq“allJed ,ln their keenness by hunting 
herd ofe selei>hants, and had terrified out of ° trunk if he is charging towards you. us are full of an anticipation that sets the heart ?ien’ a sport of like merciful limita-
them wits.t^e wretched BàtivêS,-who had tried When I arrived at the point I, had selected, of even the experienced shooter thumping. And tlon!’ . •Tnendships,. too, are made and ce-
by shouting, and noise to rid themselves of I discovered that, owing to the height of the then there are the bye days of hunting the i^en!e1 ,ln tbe shootlrig held, and the light- 
thejr unwelcome visitors. grass, I could not, even then, distinguish my marshes and bogs for mallard and teal snipe bearted ‘uucheon hour is not the least pleasant

One was overjoyed at this piece of news quarry. This necessitated getting to yery -and plover, and the evening waits among the memory of long days spent on moor or by 
and accordingly hurried off to inspect the close quarters, and in fear and trembling I oat stocks for the marauding blackcock and his c°vert>slde- have hinted that all true
scene of their depredations. crawled nearer still, followed immèdiately by bachelor companions. Such shootin as this s“°°^in& men are naturalists ; as such they be-

The annoyance of the chief could be well my first orderly. One could not help pitying usually implies a journey from home it is for c?me tbll?k®rs’ and °Iten writers. Orie of the 
understood for the whole place had been this rtlan- b had -Ihcmfle-and- the excitement : these .things tend their like that London’s ter- characteristics of present-dayAiterature is the 
turned upside- down by the herd, and a mass of was a-11- mine.; whilst ie had no rifle, and had ’ mini are crowded in early August with eager [arge number °f out-of-door books which
young bark colth trees, sugarcanes, and sweet to rely entirely on the correctness of his mas- dogs and bustling, laden valets and porters.6 If be,ng produced. Shooting and fishing men
potatoes lay littered around the shamba ters aim- other orderly, with my second the grouse is the king of the north the black- sto.n.es to tell, and they tell them well.

After inspecting the tracks, I discovered r>fle, remained a few yards away. I now cock and thé ptarmigan may be called his cour- -s,uch writings appeal to a far larger class than
one of the herd was of a fair size, and decided seemed to be rlght up against the herd. Four tiers, the snipe and the wild duck his attend- who actually wield a rod or carry a gun.
to follow them up. I accordingly made mv dis- of them stood exactly .in front of me, swaying ants. But they are all within the boundaries of 1 appeal to ajl who love to read of their,
positions I sent off three hunters to follow un to and, fr°, and emitting quaint rumbling Great Britain. own Reids, the mysteries of Scottish
h°t'îî't'"* ”,l'™n,g|">P=5 thaTm "meii^igbî ■ roughhiS'Sdly otSu)"! . “ “ 'I»*1 «*• dred.'oi brok.ll™ bArArit,"”"
Stoî.™ s&ts I-as* »! « s f z™ air* i*r "sa « shssâM» 2a ï.rns.'s—

sisüEfSSiHE BEiHEEBrHsâBEsZSiS
easiest to the conscientious man who is trying h f°f [act’ U was about two hours was beating fast and one could not help won- Coppice root fiefd and bracken stut>hle and man, doffing his boots and gaiters, takes up a 
to do his duty without fear or favor. The/riv- e dayljght when my boy came irito my . dering what the herd would do after I had re- over some high belt and^ 2’ if/'T °- ‘ ^ m ^hich he finds
ate individual naturally finds it distasteful to f”1 tJi°|,announcT« the return of one of my na leased the trigger. Which direction would divided ™etwe!n the «cLmTnt T" " 1 1° mUCh dellgbt‘ Frfsh fro'n the covert-side,'
play the amateur policeman, but, at the same ■'r f 3 UfLte.rs;u 1 cross-questioned him^and ^ey make for? What a heap of ideas seem pheasants wending their hitrh F .covey he anxlous to read just how Squire Jones’
tittte, when the said private individual takes It , ,tbat the elephants had been located to drift across your mind in brief moments of wood from which thev hfvfW Y a* S°?le î”g partridges are attacked with the gapes. He
ott'Himself to “help the game warden,” he hoUr* away. - l0Cated this sort. At last I gently squeezed my dore- while eve^and again a hare st,a^ tbered v.a fr' ^ T °J n gf ™ch, newA but he loves jt
should do it thoroughly or leave it alone. The ,, bast,l y scrambled into my clothes and I'nger and thumb. Bang! The big7brute undergrowth to nm for lif s,tbrough the when he does. And what of the busy man- 
men who were lately assigned to th’e task of t „ 3 pltete of buttered eggs and soZe seemed to stagger. What was happening? He line of guns Drivino- is between the the man who has his month’s shooting in the
sééirig to the due observance of the game laws , then started out, followedby my order- hardly moved. Had! missed? Off went my acknowledged to be the first gfy year and then returns to desk and office? His
in this part of the province have shown them- y \rn on"atlXe ““Tying some sandwiches. second barrel sotnewhat wildly. Thank good7 game with^the gun but none wrmU sho°tlng days are in practice done with, but
selves to be capable and energetic, and have esHrra-^ tkWb° has,not experienced it can fully ness he was dropping head foremost charm that is stifl admitted to helo d / *0? ln.vthe evening by the fireside he rejoices thatmiMmmmmmKsmm,»,raiy*xsr,„w™i"shr;„;;f 1 ,heiîkkF:

fact that such and such a man or men were Another hour and the sun reached its zenith saved my life. I bad barely finished, when my other new aid ^argf 'vïïiety. of sport awrits jÇ-s?” a"d reflectlon are not the least o{ a11 hls

so was

Iapplauding 
ants under

, . infuriated friend weighed
j-, ” as . ar as I could judge, but the matter the shore shooter,' a picturesque and solitary 
Vi»d f m crest me vitally, seeing that they gunner, impervious to wind and rain, asking 
rk- Iwk handed over,to the Government, as rather for sleet and snow, while he lurks in 
K/sr oiu a? vWaS °vC m €x^eSs ôf‘the' num- muddy dykeà, now attracting the wily curlew 
that th WC T iT'j hcense. I knew, Ihowever, within shot with cleverly .imitated call, now
f lv , bad Rr*t fboA and whidh pro- waiting in the half light for wigeon and mal-

in, y n?e 0 me’ . d (duch heavier ivory, lard whistling on strong pinions to their feed1 
an Q„ "OUg| ’ °P examination it proved to be ing grounds. And just, as we find variety of 
ti.=v»,^)Un ifrî.i UtVSad rotate, also a one-, scenery in woodland and mere, in purple moor
cmiahhl Pr°-th y rosrilt of a. domestic and green bog, in cultivated fields and wild 
squabble with a male rival. But such is the 
fortune of sport.—Dion, in Baity’s.

was an-

marsh land, so also is there every variety of 
shot offered to British gunners. The slow and

are neces- 
our

crop.
-%h

years ago we were tôliTthat the cock pheasant 
ni*3, : Lcb.a.raro.bi.rd in Saanich that unless his 
Me v.as strictly protected for a whilfe he'would 
be.-exterminated. The'reashtï givén then foï 
his scarcity hy W6SS
made into the Saanich preserves- by townee 

regarded ' no mail’s rights! 
athrts. wnh perhaps equal .truth, put If do'wn 
to tHe-coritinuous bombarding by the resitient 

yvhispereâ-'that tl^' sèq&tët 
for SKoôtihg. the long tailed birds ciftî hot’al- 
v'ays;start .quite so-late tes the date advertised 
by the Government. Then there were the 
great Owls, the worst poachers of -the lèt: I 
ventured to doubt that the..cock pheasant 
would ever be exterminated'the* until a great 
deal inore clearing has been done, knowing 
front experience in a thickly ,iopü)ated dis- 
tnct of his native land, China, that the ring- 
necked pheasant has a way of-surviving even 
the most" Unsportsmanlike warfare, such as 
killing m the breeding season and the robbery 
of every nest of eggs found. However, there is 

o doubt that the ranks of the Saanich pheas- 
nts were very sadly depleted, and we unddr- 

sto°d that it was for-that reason that legisla
tion was passed closing the shooting in-the dis- 
trict, and a municipal/by-law was passed mak- 
mg it necessary to obtain a permit to shoot any 
kind of game in the municipality.

After the sad tales of scarcity of only two 
years ago. it was reasonable to suppose that it 
would take more than one sea’son for the
stilWnrth t0 recuPeratf- and- with the View of 
stiH further assisting the residents to regain a
good stock of birds the Government has this 
year turned out a considerable number of Mon- 
|° raiy blrds to aid ln strengthening the stock. 
f r reasons the season was kept closed 
for pheasants for one more year in Saanich. 
If, however, the facts are that the pheasants
no1sn° t-hlCk uhat the ,farmers are resorting to 
poison in self-protection, it seems reasonable 
to suppose that a deputation of representative 
Saanich landowners who could make it clear 
todhe Government that it was in their best in
terests to declare a short open 
pheasants jn their district would 
mediate attention.

we

un-

»

are

season for 
receive un

til

\ I >

■

A- Xvl ; 'Jr. '-- *
WiM'fi ■

.■ - Î52Î:VICTORIA DAILY COLONIST ;. .
4*;

1

oitie anc iroai

Sportsmans Calendar
OCTOBER

October 1—Opening of pheasant-shooting 
in Cowichan and Islands Electoral Dis
trict (except North Saanich) ; opening 
of quail-shooting. Season now open for 
all small game.

For the Angler—Salmon-trolling, trout
fishing.
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