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THE WAR.

./ The abandonment of Kroonstad by the
Beers without even nominal - resistance
was a surprise. It has been understood
for some time that preparations had been
made for a vigorous defence at this
point, and while the position is not one
of great gtrength, it was very well adapt-
ed to a prolonged resistance. But the
merale of the enemy’s force has naturally
been very badly shaken by recent events.
When once an irregular force begins to
retreat it is hard to get it to rally for an
elfective resistance.

Kroonstad is 162 miles from Pretoria
and 82 miles from Bloemfontein. It is
84 miles from the crossing of the Vaal
river. Roberts has therefore covered a
little over one-third of the distance from
the capital of the Free State to that of
the Transvaal.

Lindley, the town to which President
Steyn has removed his political head-
quarters, is due east of Kroonstad and
about 45 miles distant. It has no rail-
way connection. The probability is that
Roberts will drive him out of this refuge
prior to a proclamation annexing the
Free State, which Reberts may be ex-
pected to issue as soon as he reaches’
the Vaal river, if not sooner, =

‘Some light is cast upon the attempt
that is being made on the part of the
Boer force to hold a position in the
Ladybrand district, by a despatch to the
London Times not reproduced here. 1t
was to the effect that Steyn ordered the
Boer forces around Ladybrand to hold
the country at all costs, as it is the great
grain field from which . supplies are
drawn. Yesterday's news indicates that
the attempt to hold this district will be
abandoned by the enemy, who was being
pushed back by Grenfell, Brabant and
Campbell, ¢

‘The story of the advance to Kroon-
stad is very simple. The enemy made no
attempt to dispute the crossing of the
Bloem, but would have defended the
Vaalsch, if French had not seized the
crossing with his cavalry on Friday
evening. This altered the whole situa-
tion, and Roberts had only to advance
the rest of his forces at his leisure. He
was 14 miles out of Kroonstad on ¥riday
night, but early the gext morning was
on the move and at 1:30 yesterday had
crossed the Vaalsch ‘and entered Kroon-
stad.

Lord Roberts’ swatement that the
Transvaalers have refused to fight any
longer on Free State soil is well
founded, .and we repeat the opinion ex-
pressed a few days ago that few of the
¥'ree Staters will cross the Vaal. Al-
ready many of them have gone to their
homes. >

‘While it will be possible to make a
very ‘serious resistance at the Vaal and
a still more determined one in the hilly
country around Johannesburg and Pre-
toria;-we: are not~without'a strong hope
that the admirable tacties pursued - by
Lord Roberts will lead to the capture of
these places without serious loss. The
ememy is losing heart, and will hardly
be deceived much longer by the vain
assurances of the two presidents.
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GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS,

Let it be conceded that government
construction and ownership of railways

is very attractive in theory. Thére are]

many things attractive enough in theory
which we have to do without in practice.
The theory of the incidence of taxation,
for example, is that it shall fall most
heavily upon those best able to pay;
but we know that in point of fact this
is néver reached in practice. No one
says on that account that we shall not
levy taxes. So, thoagh it is a pretty
enouth theory that the government
shou!d construct and own the railways,
it is mpracticable, but no one would say
oa tl at account that we should not have
any  ailways,

By¢ we may be asked: “ Why is it
impr icticable?” The question is reason-
able for if government construction is
quiti 'practicable, then we ought to adopt
the ) rinciple, provided there are no other
obje tions against it. We contend that
it is impracticable because the needs of
the "wrovince are so great that it is out
of t! } question for us to think of borrow-

ing } he necessary amount of money.
Mr.| Martin in his platform talks only
of t £ proposed railway from the Coast
to }lootenay. He puts the length at
300 'miles, but Mr. Turner, who knows
very ‘much more about the matter, says
it is mearer 400. The World, Mr. Mar-
tin"s'\ ,organ, says the railway to the
nortl; end of Vahcouver Island is to be
inclided in the scheme. There is a de-
mand for it anyway, and if it is not so
included it will have to be. This means
*200 miles more. Then before ten years
have passed there will be a demand for
other lines. Already there is one for an
all-Canadian line to the Yukon, opening

Northern British Columbia near the
Coast. This means 400 miles. Then a

road is needed to Cariboo and Omineca,
and certainly this means 500 miles. Then
there is a line wanted from the Crow’s|
Nest Pass line northward .along the
western slope of the Rockies. This line,
which will be about 400 miles long, is
held by somie to be ‘the most pressing
necessity in the way of railway construe-
tion. We have thus 1,600 miles already
and there are other lines which could

would like to have an answer either af-
firmative or negative. Perhaps the World
will undertake to give it. If the answer
is in the affirmative, will the person giv-
ing it say if he believes this province can
borrow $50,000,000 for railway construc-
tion during the next tén years? If the
answer is in the negative, then will the
respondent kindly tell us which of the
lines named must wait until the prov-
ince is able to borrow the money?

Do not the advocates of government

railway construction see that they must
either say to certain parts of the prov-
ince that they must wait indefinitely for
railway construction, or that they must
abandon the policy of government con-
struction after having applied it to a
gingle line? These questions are practi-
cal ones, and it ought to be presumable
that before the advocates of this policy
committeéd themselves to it, they thought
them out.
the government constriiction plank; no
matter by whom supported, is-only a very
attenuated trick to cateh votes in Van-
couver and the lower Fraser valley.

For our own part, we believe
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IS THERE A CONSPIRACY ?

This is said to be the explanation of
Mr. J. C. Brown’s entry into the cabinet.
To begin. at the  beginning: Mr.
Brown was asked to be premier, but he.

declined unless given full liberty in the

refused, he played the role of sulky’
Achilles. He has since come out of his
tent, buckled ‘on his armor, shouldered
his Winchester and assumed office- under
Mr. Martin., The consideration there-
unto moving is alleged to be a tripartite
agreement to the following effect: If
the Martinites win, the party is to be
called together, and Mr. Martin and|
Mr, Brown will be ballotted  for as
leader. The unsuccessful man will sup-
port the successful man through the
session, at which a bill will be passed
restoring the office of agent-general in
London, with a fine salary. Immediately
after the session the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor will resign and be appointed to the
London office, and the unsuccessful can-
didate for the premiership will be urged
upon the Ottawa ministry for the
vacancy af Government House.

This explanation of Mr, Brown’s ¢on-
duct is believed by well-informed people
to be correct, and if it is, it casts an
extraordinary light upon the political
events of the past two months. It is
something very like a conspiracy.
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THE LICENSE LAWS.

The reference in the Colonist to the
condition of the law regulating the sale
of spirituous liquors has created a good
deal of comment, and it seems probable
that in following the lead of Mr. Martin
in this matter we have made an error,
and that there is now really no law on
the subject whatever. We should, per-
haps, have known better than to take
Mr. Martin’s opinion on any legal pro-
position. We have teceived the follow-
ing letter: i

Bt Nanaimp, ' May 9, 1900.
Bditor Vietoria Colonist:: ! ’

1 notice in to-day’s issue of the Colo-
nist the statement that the disallowing
of the Liquor License Act, 1899, by the
Dominion authorities would have the
effect of reviving the provisions with
respect to liguor licenses contained in
the old act (being chapter 122 of the
Revised Statutes), and I notice that Mr.
Martin has made a similar statement in
one of his speeches. ' Now, the Liquor
License Act, 1899, does not repeal chap-
ter 122 above mentioned at all. - The
repeal of that act is effected by quite a
different act, viz., the Licenses Act, 1899,
which has not been disallowed, so far as
I am aware, and consequentfy chapter
122 is still repealed. It seems to me
that the real position of affairs is that
there is now no act in force dealing with
liquor licenses outside of municipalities,
and there is nothing to prevent anyone
selling liquor. Is not this the case?

Two acts were passed in the session of
1899 bearing upon the subject of
licenses. One is Chapter 40 of the stat-
utes of that year, and repeals the act
under which licenses were granted before
1899, namely Chapter 122 of the Revised
Statutes. This act substitutes for the
fees preseribed by the Chapter referred
to a new schedule, but it does not deal
with liquor licenses. These are regu-
lated by another act, namely Chapter 38
of the act of 1899, which covers the
whole subject. There is no repealing
clause in this act, but if there were 'it
would not alter the case in the slightest
degree, because Chapter 40, in which the
repealing clause stands, remains law.
Therefore it seems abundantly clear
that we have now no law governing the
sale of spirituous liquors outside of the
municipalities, and if this is the case,
anyone may sell liguors if he wants to.
There may be some way of escaping this
conclusion, but we do not think there is.
Mr. Martin will have to change his
views on another subject,
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ABOUT SINGING.

The amateur concert season is very
nearly over, and possibly our city vocal-
ists would take in good part a few sug-
gestions, which are of genpral.applica-
tion. Onme of them is as to the danger
of putting too much strain on the voice.
There are several young singers who are
very near the danger point in this, The
temptation to produce a volume. of
sound is often more than an amateur
ean resist, and wheén this can enly be
done at the cost of a great effort, the
singer should be content to forego the
gratification which comes from applause,
and decline to make the effort. Singing
is not merely an accomplishment, which

be named that would swell the total fo
2,000 milés. The cost of these lines can-
not be, less than $25,000 a mile, and may
be very much more; but at this sum
$50,000,000 would be needed. i
Now we have i questionfor these ad-'
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enables young people to afford pleasure.
The triumphs of the amateur concert
stage are nothing compared to the health-
giving and happiness-producing ~fruits
that may be gathered ~from the voiee

"are. utterly la

at!
first. 5

The other point is as to' elocution in
singing. Many people with good voices
1 lack in elocution. A
singer ought to study the words as
faithfully as the notes. It is said of one
of the miost successful vaudeville per-
formers in ‘the ‘world that she cannot
really sing, but talks her songs. On the
other hand, take the greatest of modern
teriors, Campanini; with magnificent
and flexible ‘voice he combined the elocu-
tion of a Demosthenes. -Of Jennie Lind,
P. T. Barnum said to the writer of this
article: “T have heard greater voices,
but never a greater singer. She spoke
directly to the heart.” The object of
the singer ought to be twofold—to bring
out the beauty of the melody and to ex-
press the sentiment of the words, Prob-
ably more pleasure is given to hearers
by the latter than by the other, but no
doubt the singer takes mote satisfaction
out of the former.

——

ANCIENT POLITICS.

One of the-oldest political records ex-
tant is that found in the Book of Bs
ther. There is some doubt as to the date
of this narrative, the difficulty being to
satisfactorily identify King Ahasuerus
with any person whose era is at all ac-
curately determined. The best authori-
tieg regard him as identical with Xerxes,
awho- reigned in Persia from 483 to 469
B.C., or less than twenty-four centuries
ago. The Norman Conquest takes us
back more than a third of the time to
the reign of this monarch. In the Book
of Hsther we have a story of intense
dramatic interest, but it is not in any
sense a history of the reign of Ahasuerus.
It gives us a striking insight into the life
of the period, and it may be instructive
to mention a few matters in this con-
nection. We are. told that Ahasuerus
“ reigned from Indian  even unto
Ethopia over a hundred and
twenty-seven provinces.” It is this
which is chiefly relied upon as
identifying the ~Ahasuerus of Esther
with Xerxes, for it is known that the
latter subdued Egypt in B.C. 484. His
dominion included probably what are now
known as Afghanistan, Beluchistan, Per-
sia, Syria, Egypt and parts of Asia Minor
and Arabia. Whether or not he ruled
also over portions of what is now Tur-
kestan can only be conjectured. The
scene of Esther’s story was perhaps
Babylon, but this is somewhat uncertain.
The name of the king’s palace was Shu-
shan, but the writer of the book gives
no suggestion as to the city in which it
was situated. Possibly it was in a pal-
ace apart from any city. We know that
Babylon itself was not very loyal to
Xerxes, who in fact was delayed in his
expedition against Greece by a rebellion
in that city.

The Book of Esther opens with an ac-

count of a great feast given by the King.
It probably took place B.C. 482, which

was two years before the great expedi-
tion against Greece was undertaken, It
is thought that this feast was really a
council called for: the purposes of dis-
elissing. the expedition. It was a wonder-
ful affair. The one hundred and twenty-
seven princes and all their retinue and
the whole civil service of the Persian
empire were present, and they were en-
tertained by the king for one hundred
and eighty days. ™The festivities closed
with a seven days’ festival to every one,
both small and great, giving in the palace
gardens. /The banquet was something ex-
traordinary. Wine flowed in aboundance,
being served to the thousands of guests
in vessels of gold, each different from
the others. /This vast display of wealth
was' rendered possible in part by the fact
that not long before Persia had over-
thrown Croesus, whose enormous wealth
had furnished a name for the possessors
of vast stores of precious metals ever
since,

For the story of how Vashti, the queen,
declined to be present at the festivities,
and how Hsther came to be chosen queen
in her stead and of the deep political
plot and counterplot with which the
names of Haman and Mordecai are as-
sociated, reference must be made to the
Book of Esther itself. When you have
read it you will be apt tv conclude that
our modern politics are very tame in com-
parison with what engaged the minds of
the ancient Persian public men.

The object in referring to this inter-
esting epoch is to direct attention to the
marvellous change that has come over
the portion of the world which was the
theatre of the events mentioned. TUntil
we appreciate fully the magnificence ot
the empires, the highly developed social
conditions, the tremendous civil and mili-
tary power exercised by the kings of
those times, we are hardly able to com-
prehend the story of the progress of
Christian civilization. The ancient em-
pire of Persia could put millions of arm-
ed mepy in the field. Xerxes led a mil-
lion soldiers to the Hellespont in B.C.
480. He had a fleet of 1,200 fighting
ships and 3,000 transports awaiting him
in the Aegean Sea. Forty-six nations
were represented in his army. There
never was anything like this beforé and
there has mever been anything like it
since, Xerxes had five times as many
soldiers under ‘him, as Lord Roberts has
in ‘South Africa, and an enormously
greater naval force than Great Britain
has altogether, and yet this vast army
and fleet. was got ready in about two
years’ time, although both Egypt and
Babylon were in a state of rebellion and
bhad to be held down by large armies.
Yet all this greatness vanished within a
comparatively short time. The civiliza-
tion which it represented has utterly per-
ished. Perhaps the most amazing fact
in connection with it is that it was the
fifth in a series of high civilizations
which had the arena of their highest de-
velopment in that part of the world. The
acme .of ,Persian power, be it remember-

through a lifetime, ‘when. cfire is taken

ed, was four hundred and eighty years
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before the Founder of Christianity was
born. The_ deécgl}{h,ﬂtl,of the' kings,
princes, nobles, statesmen, warriors, peas-
ants. and slaves of those days are doubt-
less still to be found in western Asia,
but they are unrecognizable. They have
béen absorbed by more virile races, and
have never regained anything approach-
ing to their former grandeur.. The early
Mohammedan caliphs thought at one time
that they would restore the imperial
greatness of these ancient sovereigns,
and their dominion was even wider. Buft]
nothing availed to check the march of
the religion and civilization founded by
that great Son of the race from which
Esther sprang, who was born in Bethe-
hem nearly five centuries after Xerxes
met his fate at the hands of the assassin.
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LIQUOR LICENSES,

The Colonist has been asked by several
persons if it feels quite sure that there
is no law in British Columbia at the
present time to regalate the sale of
spirituous liquors outside of the munici-
palities. 'We regret to say that there
appears to be no room for doubt. Else-
where in this issue will be found the
correspondence in regard to the disallow-
ance of four acts of che session of 1899,
from ‘which it will very clearly appear
that Chapter 39, being the “ Liquor
License Act, 1899,” has been disallowed.
“Up to 1899 the granting of licenses
for the sale of liquors and for carrying
on any kind of business was regulated
by Chapter 122 of the Revised Statutes.
In 1899 the Semlin government decided
to separate liquor licenses from all
others, ag well as muke some changes in
regard to the former, and for this pur-
pose brought down and passed two bills.
One of them is Chapter 39 of the acts of
1899 above referred to, and the other is
Chapter 40, the.short title being the
“ Licenses Aect, 1899.” Chapter 39
deals only with liquor licenses, and Chap-
ter 40 provides for all other licenses. A
new set of regulations having thus been
provided, it became necessary to get rid
of Chaptetr 122 of the Revised Statutes,
and 80 a section was added to Chapter
40 repealing Chapter 122. We do not
know that any adverse eriticism can be
made upon this method of dealing with
the question. If it had not been for
Section 36 of Chapter 39, no trouble
would have arisen. This section is as
follows:

“ No license under this act shall be
issued or transferred to any person of
the Indian, Chinese ur Japanese race.”

This section iy said to be not in ac-
cordance with Imperial policy, and as
the legislature did not at the late session
alter the act by dropping this section
from it, the whole act has been dis-
allowed.  But Chapter 40, which re-
pealed the old law, stands, and therefore
there is now no law on the subject. It
may be suggested thats Chapter 122 of
the Revised Statntes having been re-
pealed, any former act on the same
subject is revived; but;‘ this is not the
case. As a general proposition in the
construction of statutes, the repeal of an
act does not revive acts repealed by that

section in our Inﬁ_érprgtqtion Act.

‘While we do riét find any fault with
the Semlin government for the plan of
action on this subject followed in 1899,
we certainly think the Martin govern-
ment open to serious criticism in at-
tempting to enforce a disallowed act, as
is now being done. This cannot possibly
be defended.

Bishop Hartzell, told a Chicago audi-
ence that every black.man in America
and every friend of the black men in all
the world should pray for the success of
the British arms in South Africa, and
his thousand auditors made the building
ring with cheers.

The World says it would be “a seven
days’ wonder” if- the platform of Mr.
W. W. B. McInnes suited the Colonist.
It would be more than that. But
“ honest Injun,” now, friend World, does
that platform suit you?

Mr. Martin’s organ speaks of the rail-
way to Cape Scott being a part of his
policy. If Vancouver Island has to wait
for that railway until Mr, Martin builds
itasa gbverpment work, we may as wel
leave the matter in abeyance for the
next quarter of a century.

The condition of things in the local
Liberal camp is amusing to- those who
look at things from the outside. There
was a little quiet merriment over the
fact that the new presidexit of the asso-
ciation follows the ancient and honor-
able business of undertaker, and many
inquiries as to the date of the funeral
were made.  We think Mr. Hanna a
very representative leader of the faction
which selected him.. He is an extremist
in his views, with a regular Martinesque
faculty of making mistakes in public
matters. The Times thinks the party
will be re-united when the time for ac-
tion in federal politics comes; ‘but we
take leave to doubt this,

Free medical advice. Men and women
to comsuit Dr. Plerce, Buffalgf N. Y, by
letter, absolutely without fee or charge.
For more than thirty years as chief eon-
sulting physician to the Imvalid’s Hotel
d eal Institute of Buffalo, N. Y,,
Joctor rce. hag devoted himself to the
treatment and cure of chronic forms
disease. Assisted by his staff of nearly a
score of physicians, each man a specialist,
his success has been phenomenal, ninety-
eight persons in every hundred treated be-
ing absolutely and altogether cured. Wo-
men have especially availed themsélves of
Dr. Plerce’s offer of free consultation by
letter, thereby avoiding the unpleasant
questfonlnxs, the obnoxious examinations,
and odious 1 Areatments considered
necessary by somé practitioners. Over
half a million womén have been treated by
Dr. 'Plerce and his staff for pe-
enliar to women, with unvarying success.
Write without fear as without fee. Every
letter is treated as strictly private and
1y confidentlal, and all answers are
sent in plain envelopes, bearing no printing
upon ' them d Dr. V. Plerce,
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Tin the year 1899,

Legislation

Col. - Prior SécOm Coples of
Text of the Official
Correspondence.

'

Reasons Why the Governor Gen-
eral in Council Disallowed
; the Bilis.

The following is the official correspon-
dence in regard to the disallowance of
the anti«Chinese and anti-Japanese legis-
lation. As will be seen by reference to
the 'lettefs this correspondence was se-
cured by Col. Prior from the Department
of Secretary of State. This correspon-
dence, including the reasons given by
the Minister of Justice for recommend-
ing disallowance are self explanatory:

Department of Secretary of State,
Minister’s Office,
Ottawa, 1st. May, 1900.
Dear Colonel Prior:

In reply to your note of the 25th ul-
timo. I enclose copies of the most re-
cent papers in the matter of the anti-
Chinese and anti-Japanese legislation,

There is a more recent despatch.from
the Lieutenant-Governor of British Co-
lumbia than that of the 27th December
last, ‘but unfortunately it has been mis-
laid by the officers of the department of
justice, and cannot be found. As soon
as it is returned to this department I
shall ‘have a copy sent to you.

Yours truly,
R. W. SCOTT.
The Honorable E. G. Prior, M.P., House
of Commons, Ottawa.

: Ottawa, 25th April, 1900.
" 8ir: I have the honor to acquaint you
that on tne 24th of April, 1900, His Ex-
cellency the Governor-General was pleas-
ed by and with the advices of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada, to declare his
disaliowance of chapters thirty-nine,
forty-four, and forty-six of the session of
the British Columbia legislature of 1899,
intituled respectively: “An act respects
ing Liquor Licenses,” “An Act to grant a
subsidy to a railway from Midway to
Penticton,” and “An Act to amend the
Coal Mines Regulation Act,” which acts
were assented to by you on the 27th day
of February, 1899. I have further the
honor to inform you that His Excellency
the Governor-General, by and with the
advice of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canada, has been pleased to deciare his
disallowance of chapter fifty of the same
session of your legislature, intituled “An
Ac¢t to amend the Placer Mining Act,”
which act was assented to by Your Hon-
or on the 18th January, 1899.

The order-in-council declaring the djs-
allowance of these act is herewith en-
closed, together with Lord Minto’s certi-
gicate as to the date of their receipt by

m, !

I have the honor to be, sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Sgd.) JOSEPH POPE,
Under-Secretary of State.
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of
British Columbia, Victoria, B.C.

Canadian Pacific Railway Company’s
Telegraph.
Ottawa, 24th April, 1900.
To LieutennntaG(H rnor of British Co-
lumbia, ‘Victo B.C. - > -

Chapters ~ thirty-nine, forty-four and
forty-six, acts of session of 1899 affect-
ing employment of Japanese disallowed
in aecordance with Imperial policy; chap-
ter fifty disallowed as ultra vires. Order-
in-council and report of Minister of Jus-
tice goes by mail.

(Sgd.) R. W. SCOTT,
Secretary of State.
At the Government House, at Ottawa,
Tuesday the 24th day of April, 1900.
Present:
His Excellency-in-Council:

Whereas the Lieutenant-Governor of
the province of British Columbia with
the legislative assembly of the said prov-
ince of British Columbia, did on the 27th
day of February, 1899, pass certain sta-
tutes which have been transmitted, num-
bered chapters No. 44, intituled “An Act
to grant a subsidy to a railway from
Midway to Penticton”; chapter No. 46,
intituled **An Act to amend the Coal
Mines Regulation Aect,” and on the 18th
day of January, 1899, chapter No. 50,
intituled, “An Act to amend the Placer
Mining Act.”

And whereas the said statutes have
been laid before His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General-in-conncil, together with a
report from the Minister of Justice re-
commending that the same be disallowed.

‘Now, therefore, His Excellency, by and
with the advice of the Queen’s Privy
Council for Canada has this day been
pleased to declare his disallowance of
the said statutes and the same are here-
by disallowed accordingty.

Whereof the Lieutenant-Governor of
the province of British Columbia and
other persons whom it may concern are
to take motice and govern themselves ac-
cordingly.

(Sgd.) JOHN J. McGEE,
Clerk of the Privy Council.

I; Sir Gilbert John Elliott, Murray,
Kunnysmond, Earl of Minto, Governor-
General of Canada, do hereby certify
that the statutes passed by the legislative
assembly of the province of British Co-
lumbia and assented to by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor of the said province of
British Columbia on 27th ' February,
1899, numbered chapter 89, intituled “An
Act respecting Liquor Licenses”; chap-
ter No. 44, intituled “An Act to grant a
subsidy to a railway from Midway to
Penticton”; chapter No, 46, intituled “An
Act to amend the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Act,” and on the 18th January, 1899,
chapter No. 50, intituled “An Act to
amend the Placer Mining Act,” were re-
ceived by me on the 27Tth day of April,

: Gi;en under my hand and seal this
24th day of April, 1900.
{(Sgd.) MINTO.

24th April, 1900.

The committee of the Privy Council
have had under consideration the an-
nmexed report, dated 12th April, 1900,
from the Minister of Justice upon certain
statutes of the legislative assembly of
the province of British Columbia passed
S S
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intituled “An bdnx-‘&peeﬁ % :
' s : ng
Licenses” ; . No. 44

Act to grant subsid; to
railway from Midway to Pentietor
chapter No, 46, “An Act to amend the
Coal Mines Reguiation Act,” and
chapter No, 50, being “An Act to amend
the Placer. Minipg Act.”

The committee concur in the opinions
of the Minister of Justice as set forth in
the annexed report, and the recommend-
ations therein contained that the above-
mentioned statutes be disallowed, and
advise that the same be disallowed ac-
cordingly.

The committee further advise that the
Secretary of State. be aunthorized to
transmit a copy of this minute and of the
annexed report to the Lieutenant-Gov-
zl:nor of the province of British Colum-

ia.

All which is respectfully submitted for
Your Excellency’s approval.

(Sgd.) JOHN J. McGER,
Clerk of the Privy Council.

His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
province of British Columbia,

Department of Justice, Canada.
Ottawa, 12th April, 1900.

To His Excellency the Governor-General
of Canada:

The undersigned referring to his report
of 14th November, 1899, approved by
Your Hxcellency on the 14th December,
1899, upon the statutes of the legislative
assembly of the province of British Co-
lumbia, passed in the year 1899, has the
honor to state that in the said report he
called attention to the following statute
as affecting Japanese or their rights to
employment in British Golumbia, viz.:

Chapter 39—“An  Act respecting
Liquor Licenses.”

Chapter 44—“An Act to grant a sub-
sidy to a railway from Midway to Pen-
ticton.”

Chapter 40—*“An Act to amend the
Coal Mines Regulation Act.”

Chapter 78—*An Act to incorporate the
Atlin Short Line Railway and Naviga-
tion Company.”

Chapter 60—“An Act to incorporate the
Atlin Southern Railway Company.”

Chapter 81—*An Act to incorporate the
Bi:gi Bend Transportation Company, Lim-~
ited.”

Chapter 83—“An Act to incorporate the
Kamloops and Atlin Railway Company.”

Chapter 83—“An Act to amend the Kit-
imat Railway Act, 1898.”

Chapter 85—“An Act to amend the
Kootenay and Northwest Railway Com-
pany’s Act, 1898.”

Chapter 86—“An Act to amend the
North Star and Arrow Lake Railway
Act, 1808.”

Chapter 87—%“An Act to Incorporate
the Pine Creek Flume Company, Lim-
ited.”

Chapter 88—“An Act to Incorporate
the South Kootenay Railway Company;”
and

Chapter 89—“An Act to Incorporate
the Vancouver, Northern & Yukon Rail-
way Company.”

The undersigned, for reasons stated or
referred to in the said report, considered
it undesirable that the provisions affect-
ing Japanese contained in these acts
should remain in operation, and has
recommended that the British Columbia
government should be asked to consider
and state whether these clauses would
be repealed within the time limited for
disallowances.

A copy of this report, as approved, was
duly transmitted to the Lieutenant- Gov-
ernor of British Columbia, but no assur-
ance has been received that any amend-
ment will be made to any of these stat-
utes. The legislature has also been dis-
solved, and as the time for disallowance
will expire within a few days, it becomes
necessary for Your Excellency to take
further action unless these enactments
are to remain. ;

‘As in the case of the législation: of
British Columbia for the year 1898 which
was found objectionable upon the same
ground, there are two clauses of statutes
now in question—

Chapter 39— “An  Act Respecting
Liquor Licenses;”

.- Chapter 44—“An Act to Grant a sub-
gsidy for a Railway From Midway to
Penticton;” and

Chapter 46—“An Act to Amend the
Coal Mines Regulation Act”—
are acts of more or less general operation
not dealing specially with private inter-
ests, and may be disallowed without in-
convenience. - The other statutes above
mentioned, however, are acts of incor-
poration of private companies, or acts
in amendment.of such incorporating acts.
The section affecting Japanese has
apparently been ' introduced into these
acts not at the instance of the com-
panies, but in pursuance of the policy of
the provincial government, and in these
circumstances the undersigned considers
it ‘would be unjust and perhaps produc-
tive of great hardship if the charters of
these companies or the acts upon which
their powers depend were disaillowed.
The reasons which on a previous occa-
sion operated to save the private acts
from disallowance may similarly again
avail. The undersigned reaches this
conclusion the more readily because he
is of opinion that the provisions in ques-
tion are ultra vires of the provincial legis-
lature as affecting aliens. )

Inasmuch, however, as certain statutes
of British Columbia were disallowed in
1899 on account of provisions attempting
to render illegal the - employment of
Japanese, and as certain other statutes
will, if this report be approved, soon be
disallowed for the same reason, .the
undersigned considers that by the time
of another session of the legislature it
will be safe to hold that the views of
Her Majesty’s government .and of this
government with regard to anti-Japan-
ese legislation are not generally and

bia, and,. therefore, it may well be eon-
sidered, in case of this objectionable sec-
tion appearing in future acts of incor-
poration or acts affecting private com-
panies, that these companies acts ought
not to have exceptional enactment,

The applicants may be held to have
obtained the legislation at their own
risk, and persons dealing with cprpora-
tions incorporated by charters attempt-
ing to impose disabilities upon aliens,
may also be held to have acted with
notice of the views entertained by Your
Excellency’s government, and of the ae-
tion which would probably be taken
with respect to such measures. ’

For these reasons and . the reasons
stated in previous correspondenee and re-
ports, the undersigned recommends the
disallowance of the said Chapters 39, 44
and 46, and that the other chapters
above mentioned be left to their opera-
tion.

The undersigned in the same report re-
ferred to Chapter 50, “An Act to Amend
the Placer Mining Act.” “

That act has also been the subject of a
special report of the undersigned, dated
12th February, 1900, approved by Your
Excellency on the 10th’ February.

By the last mentioned report the under-
signed set ont the reasons on account of
which he considered that the statute
was ultra vires and ought to be dis-
-allowed. 'This report, in pursuance of
the recommendation of the undersigned,

sufficiently understood in British Colum-|.

o AL

authorities, and

Te has just been rev
ferred to the undersigned'a dewltchl:;
the Lieutenant-Governor of British Col-
umbia, dated 7th instant, transmitting
¢opy of an approved minute of the execu-
tive council ‘of the province, dated 6th
imstant, adopting the report of the pro-
vincx_al attorney-general upon the com-
munication of Your Execellency's govern-
ment. The attorney-general states in
his report that he differs from the view
of the undersigned as to the authority of
the lgghlature to pass the statute in
question, both so far as gliens are con-
cerned and as to incorporated com-
panies. He states, however, that at the
recent session of the legislative assembly
it was practically the unanimous opin-
ion of the members that it was advisable
to repeal the Placer Mining Amendment
ct, 1899, that the present government
of the province has announced as part
of its policy an intention to introduce a
measure to repeal the said statute, and
that it is altogether probable that the
statute wi_ll be repealed, no matter who
may const'ltute the government when the
next session of the legislative assembly
takes place. The Attorney-Genersl
sugge_sts, however, the expediency of
allowing the statute to remain in force
to afford an opportunity for a legal ques-
tion to be submitted to the court, and he
concludes by stating that it is impossible
for the government to give any assur-
ance th.at the act will be repealed in time
to obviate the necessity of the question
of disallowance being decided by the
Dominion government. i

As t_he act is, in the opinion of the
u.ndersmne(!, clearly in excess of provin-
cial authority and ought not to remain
in operation, and as the reply of the
government of British Columbia cannot
be regarded as a satisfactory assurance
tl_1at the act will be repealed, the under-
signed considers that, for the reasons
stated .above and in his previous report,
the said Chapter 50 ought to be dis-
allowed, and he recommends accord-
ingly.

The undersigned further recommends
that a copy of this report, if approved,
be transmitted to the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor of British- Columbia, for the infor-
mation of his government.

Respectfully submitted,

(Sgd.) DAVID MILLS,

Minister of Justice.
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BY WAY OF VARIETY,

Whiskey lowers the man and raises the
devil.

There are 206,456 miles of telephone wire
in England.

For staving off the hungry craving when
a meal is unavoidably delayed it is difficult
to find anything better than an apple.

A man is always wanting somebody to
tell him how handsome he is. A woman
Willfl stand before the glass and see for her-
self.

The Earl of Beaconsfield was not an
agreeable companion. He had a sneering
way of speaking that to many persons was
offensive,

If the sun had nothing else to do but
shine on the righteous it would be hardly
worth while for him to rise as early as he
does,

Titian was polite, even to his wife. It
is said he never entered her room without
g?wlng, and always rose when she entered

S, -

Eternal vigilance -is the price of several
things other than liberty. A cash drawer,
a treasury, and an umbrella require a per-
petual vigil.

Petrarch was so anxious to excel in polite
deportment that hé took lessons from a
professor of dancing and breeding every
day for six years.

Lady Habberton, inventor of the divided
skirt, has a new fad. She contends that
female servants should wear knickerbock-
ers, as such costume facilitates movements.

‘Walter Scott was almost too polite. His
unwillingness: to disoblige others, even in
small matters, often caunsed him great in-
convenience,

As the supply of ivory is becoming short,
billlard balls of cast steel are now being
used in Sweden. By making them hollow
the weight is made to correspond with that
of ivory balls.

Darwin was a great smoker, and though
he read everything the papers had to say
against the cigarette, he was rarely seen
without one in his fingers or his lips.

It must make a public man mad to see
his portrait in a -newspaper with his side
whiskers delineated as being about 2Ib. of
fine-cut tobacco, ¥

A farmer’s son, who was thrashed by his
father with an implement of husbandry,
;vilshed thére was indeed no such word as

ail,

Were it not for the multitude of storks
that throng Egypt every winter there would
be no living in some parts of the country,
for after every inundation frogs appear in
devastating swarms.

Naples is to build permanent sea baths
to accommodate 43,000 persons, and to en-
able themr to have hot and cold baths at all
seasons 6f the year. Three points on the
shore have been selected for the sites.

Astronomers calculate that the surface of
the earth contains 31,625,625 square miles,
of which 28,814,121 are water and, 7,811,-
504 are land, the water thus covering about
seven-tenths of .the earth’s surface.

A machine has been invented that will
paste labels on 100,000 cans in a day of ten
hours, There is an endless procession of
rolling cans on a shoot, and each one picks
up a label as it passes.

ABSOLUTE
SEGURITY,

Carter’s
Little Liver Pills.

Must Bear Signature of

Very small aad as easy
to take as sugar.

FOR HEADACHE.
FOR DIZIINESS.
FOR BILIQUSHESS.
FOR TORPID LIVER.
FOR CONSTIPATION.
FOR SALLOW SKIN.
FOR THE COMPLEXIOR
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has been communicated to the ‘praovincial
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Some Interesting Incid
the Attack on Cron
Laager.

Mow Private Hornlbro
grmed Caught a B
Prisoner.

——

“The following incidents of
<days following the battle of P
are given by Mr. Frederick
special correspondent of the
~Globe:

A number of our men during
ing of February 19 managed 4
~the Boer position, and they g¢
_three Boer prisoners. One 1
Hornibrook, of C Company, c
man who was described as Cr
jutant, a term which we were
to interpret into our military
ogy. The circumstances appea
been amusing enough. The B
Mauser rifle and no less than 5
of ammunition; Hornibrook
armed.. The two met face to
expected. Hornibrook grasped
ation first, shouted loud directiq
imaginary party in rear, clapped
to a wholly unarmed right hip
served to the Boer that “I gue
mine.” “I do not fight w
hundred,” gutterally and sen
said the Boer, and he forthwit
dered. _When he grasped th
stances in their full enormity

exceedingly sad,
* L 3 *

Ou Tuesday, February 20, t|
ment’s role was to hold the 4
check upon the wides plain I h
tioned, north of the ridge. 8
was entertained that the Boers
slipping away, and a rather
worded suggestion came that
might be made to see if the trg
the laager were stii held.
ment tried to see if these trenc]
still held—and discovered th
were.

The companies moved out ear
morning. At first the right H
talion formed the first line, and
half supported. About 10 a. m.
was effected, the two wings exq
places, Then E, G and H Col
in one long line, formed the fi
with A, B and D in the second
porting line, and C and F in
Extension has always been th
dians’ strong point, and the adva
made in correct enough form.
was pushed in close to the enem
role of infantry during this siegs
generally to be to remain in obsg
while the artillery pounded thé
For all the good done our me
have stayed a thousand yards o
open and watched the Boers,
troubles enough of their own
without meddling gratuitously
Instead of this waiting ganl
played, the advance was sent std
until our men were some 500 ya
the enemy’s trenches. Natul
Boers opened fire. - At first ti
rifle fire alone, and for some ti
sniped carefully. © Our people
with a certain amount of rifle
time, as = always,’ being some
struined by the fact of the Bog
ibility in their deep-sunk trenchq
about 11 a. m., after some hou
inconclusive work, the order W
to bring the cooking pots, th
wagon- and carts into the plain
of the supports, to cook the m
ners. ,

* % =®

This is a digression. The suj
on had arrived; it was now orde
the cooks, into the open. ‘The 1
thrown off and distributed. ki
fires were started; eight partie
were grouped about them. T}
wagon was by; two Scotch ca
with ammunition were not far o

And then—the pom-pom, Mg
readers are tolerably familia
Maxim gun. Imagine a M4
which fires, not rifle bullet, H
weighing a pound each; can yo
anything much more  dis
Twelve shots at a time, I bel
gun can. fire. The Vickers-Ma:
matic gun is its official name.
knocking ‘‘Pom-pom-pom”. re
series has given it its colloquia
tion. An English-made weap
first been uséd against British

The Boers had waited patie
ting the range. They had fire
and Martini steadily, had hit’ of
of our men behind the firing lin
the firing line itself, for it wa
by a swell of ground. Now thi
their pom-pom on us. The ¢
electrical. “Pom-pom-pom’ ¢
trenches; a second or two; a
wailing whistle then “bang, bai
over men’s heads. A flight o
lainous little shells flew over f
line, 'The range wis exact;
burst all about the pots and cod
over for the afternoon.. The Cd
a hgtle staff and Sergt. Carrut
nalling with him behind an an
er. -The Boers had long markg
now sent a shrieking shower
shells at the place. The wagon
at furiously, but most fortung
not hit. A mob of transpor
Were making for the kopje; thiy
shells quickened them. A part
much scattered, were making
shelter of the ridge. They . m
been nearly three miles away. N
their range, 1 suppose, the Boe
sent eight or nine shells to hu

'he Gordons’ water-cart was d
hundreds of yards. The Ma
tunately had been quiet. The
strove desperately to find them
ed shells all around, while the d
ay scattered and very quiet t
yards away from the khaki-col
the foe could not quite make
régiment was as much pertur|
well' conld be over this develo
could make no reply to such 4
and did not like the situation,
Pany was brought up into the
and C into the supports, but thi
80od. A group of officers, Cap
and Lieuts, Wilkie and Cald
Spotted behind an ant-hill ag
shell npeatly exploded over th
Lieut. Caldwell had a Maus
plerce guite through his ant-hil
harmless into his lap. Such e
Were oo numerous to be all ch

Help was coming. The ben
of the laager was decided upo
heavier portion of the naval d
—three 4.7 guns and one lon
pounder—were on their way.
guns “were got over the diff
with marvelous skill. and spee
8.30 p.m. we began to see the
oxen-drawn. By 4.30 p.m.




