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OFFICIAL RETURNS.

This Year’s Sealing on ‘the Coast
an Improvement on
Last Year.

Catches Officially Reported-at the
Customs—Poor Luck of In-
dian Vessels.

The present is the holiday or off season
with the sealers who during the fore
part of the year hunted on the coasts of
Washington and British Columbia. This
is not the case, however, with the fleet
working on the coast of Japan, for the
present is probably their busiest time of
the year. On April 30 the Pacific Coast
gealers were obliged under the regula-
tions to discontinue operations; and the
schooners’ movements were either in the

direction of home or some Indian reser-
vation, where the skilful manipulators
of the spear, composing the crews of the
difterent vessels, were disembarked in
most instances with a second season’s
engagement pending, so that they will
be in- readiness for Behring sea
expeditions when  the  first of
August begins to draw nigh. Then
On August 1or a little later—for it is not
antil then that sealers are permitted to
enter Behring Sea—there will be a re-
union of the Victoria fleet, as nearly, if
not all the vessels abroad will join those
in home waters to try their fortunes at
the North in the hope of redeeming part
of last year’s experiences. It is the cus-
tom, as far as possible, for all of them
to enter the sea almost as soon as the
clock strikes midnight on the 3lst of
July. The Victoria vessels generally
rendezvous somewhere about the boun-
dary line—sometimes to replenish their
water supply and sometimes simply to
await active operations. It will be with
better heart that the cruise will be com-
menced this year, for the season thus far
has been a fairly successful one—
a material improvement on the
coast work of 1895 to all except the Si-
wash schooners, whose enterprise has
been a comparative failure. Where
officially credited with securing 3,787
skins last year the returns this year,
which are subject to correction, only
show some 578 ekins. Two Indian
schooners, the Mountain Chief and Cape
Beale, did not secure a single skin the
whole season, and why they did not is
something unaccountable. Seal were
reported plentiful and the weather on
the whole, although s&iously detrimen-
tal to some work particularly early in
the season, when the May Belle and
Wanderer are known to have been
lost, was better than the aver-
age. 1t was principally of Cape Fair-
weather that the harvest was reaped.
There it was that Capt. McLean, of the
schooner Favoriate, made his big haul,
securing the honored position of top
liner. An important featureof the catch
this year is the number of seals killed
according to sex and it is shown in the
returns that the females are greatly in
the minority. The returns, which are
the first published, as kindly furnished
to the CoronisT by Collector Milne, are
as follows:

Vessel. Master.
Ainoko .............Geo. Heater
Amateur ........ ...C. Gibson
Annie C. Moore. . ...Chas, Hackett
Beatrice Shanghai..Wm. Heater. ......

Beatrice

Carrie C. W.........J. A. Gould

Citv of San Diego... W. McDougall. ..

Dolphin ....John Daley

Dora Siewerd H. F. Siewerd

Favorite Lach. McLean

Fawn. Michael Foley

..C. Chipps...
C.S¢romgren ...... 2
Wm. Halgarn.....
John Haan

Libbie Fred. Hackett

Minnie .....V.Jackobsen

Mountain Chief. . ... J. Nawassum

Oscar and Hattie.. ..T. Magneson

Pachwallis.... ...... J. Nyvetam

Penelope D. G. Macaulay ...

Sapphire Wm. C

San Jose Fred Cole

Sauc Daniel Martin....

Sout ....C. F. Dillon......

A. Mathieson

R
E. F. Robbins.....

Catch.

Kilmeny
Labrador

Total, including Indian catch..
Last year’s catch
Many of the captains attribute poor
luck to the obstinacy of their Indian
crew who on occasions would not work,
and were very disagreeable.

PROTESTANT ORPHANS’ HOME.

The regular monthly meeting of the
lady managers of the B. C. Protestant
Orphanage was held yesterday afternoon
at the home on Hillside avenue. There
were present: Mrs. Chas. Kent, in the
chair; Mrs. J. Hutcheson, Mrs. G. A.
Sargison, Mrs. W. F. McCulloch, Mrs.
T. Earle, Mrs. Chas. Hayward, Mrs. S.
Clarke, Mrs. Wm. Denny, Mrs. J. D.
Pemberton, Mrs. W. J. Williams and
Miss Carr.

After routine business the matron’s
report was presented, noting that there
were 54 children in the home and all
well. The following donations were
thankfully acknowledged: Mrs. J. D.
Pemberton, two framed engravings; the
Coronist, from the Colonist Co. (daily);
milk (daily), and boys’ hats and
jam, from Mr. R. E. Knowles;
clothing, Mrs. Hutcheson and Mrs.
Earle; milk, Mr. Robson; books, the
Misses and Master Andrews; invitation
to Centennial Methodist church feast;
cakes, Johns Bros.; rhubarb and drip-
ping, Mr. Jack; hobby horse and
toys, Mrs. William Wilson. .

The request for sundry articles of
wearing apparel for both boys and girls
was referred to the committee of the
month.

An expression of sincere sympathy
and condolence with the relatives and
friends of the sufferers from the terrible
calamity of Tuesday last, was directed
to be placed on record, and the reception
committee were desired to let it be
known that the doore of the home were
freely open to receive children who have
been bereaved and orphaned by the
disaster.

The monthly bills for the current ex-
penses of the institution were passed to
the finance committee for payment if
found correct, and the meeting ad-

THE CITY.

THE Full court yesterday morning as-
sembled, but heard no cases, the sitting
being ndjourned until the first Monday
in July.

THE 1nland revenue returns of the port
of Victorio for the month just ended are
as follows: Spirits, $6,861.25; malt,
$1,799.49; tobacco, $2,921.76; -cigars,
$717.90 ; mettrylated spirits, $60.53; in-
Sgection of petrolum, $5; total, $12,365.

TrE last meeting of the Colfax
Rebekah lodge being unceremoniously
called to a close on account of losing one
of the members by the bridge accident,
the business for the next meeting will
be very urgent. All members who can
are expected to attend Mrs. Fell’s fun-,
eral, as Mr. Fell iz a member of the
lodge.

THE total number of books issued
from the Victoria free library during the
month of May was 1,782. Of these 864
were to ladies, 918 to gentlemen. The
highest number issued in one day was
157; the average number being 74. Fif-
teen new members were enrolled in the
library register—four ladies and eleven
gentlemen.

Ricarpo Sias,a Mexican seaman on
board the Chilian bark ‘Sulitelma, now
loading in port, disobeyed orders yester-
day morning and in the trouble that fol-
lowed stabbed the boatswain, Antonio
Silvar, in the arm. Rias pleaded guilty
before the police magistrate and was
sentenced to three months’ imprison-
ment and a fine of $30, or in default’
three months more in jail.

Since the Point Ellice bridge disaster
the entries of deaths have followed
rapidly on one another in the registry
office, making an otherwise light statis-
tical month materially heavier. Many
of the victims of the disaster do not
however appear on the record, for the
returns for May only show 39 deaths, 22
being returns of the catastrophe. The
months returns show 22 marriages and
19 births.

REev. W. Rosinsox, M.A., organizing
secretary of the Society for the Promo-
tion of Christian Knowledge is a visitor to
Victoria, and will give an address on the
work of thesocietyin the cathedral school-
room this evening at 8 o’clock. All who
recognize the value of this the oldest or-
ganization of the Church of England, for
missionary and educational work, are
cordially invited. The society has been
a liberal helper of the diocese of British
Columbia from the early days.

As wiLL be noticed in our advertising
columns, the old established business of
Langley & Co. willin future be carried
on by Messrs. J. N., T. M. and W. Hen-
derson, under the firm name of Langley
& Henderson Bros. The two first named
gentlemen are well known to British
Columbians, having been associated with
the late Mr. A. J. Langley for the past
ten years. Mr. J. N. Henderson will
shortly remove to Vancouver to assume
charge of the firm’s business there.
Messrs. T. M. and W. remain here, look-
ing after the firm’s business in this city.

A SrwasH yesterday brought into the
provincial police office a paper which he
had found in a bottle floating in the
Straits between Cape Flattery and Race
Rocks. The paper looks like the silly
boax of some heartless person. It
states: ‘‘Schr. Eliza Ann is going down
and boats all washed from the davits,””
and is signed “ Capt. George.””. As the
schooner would have no davits, the jok-
er’s ignorance of what he wrote about is
apparent. At the same time that kind
of joking is utterly mean and cruel, as
the crying of ‘“ wolf’’ might have seri-
ous consequences some day.

Depury Supreme Commander of the
K.O.T.M. Krienke, last evening installed
the following officers of Victoria Tent,

No. 3: Past comnfnder, J. B. McKilli-
gan; commander, Harry Weber; lieut-
enant commander, Robert Menough;
record keeper, Wm. Minty; finance
keeper, J. H. Collens; chaplain,
Rev. Donald MacRae; sergeant, Benj.
Deacon ; master-at-arms, Louis Russeli;
first master of the guards, Frederick
Warren ; second master of the guards,
George Warren; sentinel, J. A. Mec-
Dowell; picket, Thos. Laniger. Mr.
Krienke leaves for Nanaimo to-day
where he expects to organize a tent of
that order.

H.M.S. Icarus arrived in Esquimalt
on Sunday morning after a long but
pleasant trip from England. She ex-
perienced considerable rough weather,
but the only accident which befel her
was the breaking down of her
machinery, which  necessitated a
short delay. In the Straits of
Magellan the cruiser made a thorough
search for a large Britisk steamer sup-
posed to be lost. This, it is said, was
undertaken in consequence of a messag
forwarded to England after H. M. S.
Comus arrived here. Thelatter only re-
mained in port a short time, being ord-
ered South, and is now on her way back.
She is said to have found the pody of
one the crew of the lost steamer, but
whether this report be true or not the
Icarus found no traces or evidence of a
wreck. )

THE MINERAL HILL.

This Promising Alberni Property Vigorous
ly Taken Hold of by Victorians—Ap-
plication for Incorporation Filed

The Mineral Hili Gold Mining Com-
pany of Alberni has been formed during
the last few weeks to prospect and de-
velop five promising claims north of the
Alberni Consolidated. The gentlemen
interested are all prominent Victoria
business men who are determined to
make the company-as strongas possible.
They do not care  to sav too
much about it at present as the
application for incorporation has not
yet been filed, although it will
be on Wednesday next. It is the inten-
tion of the company to commence active
operations within a fortnight from the
time the certificate of incorporation is
received. As a guarantee that ample
funds will be on hand to develop the
property, half the capital stock of the
company will be reserved for develop-
ment purposes. Arrangements are be-
ing made to secure the services of a
thoroughly efficient and competent
manager to open up the property. Itis
evident that the faith of Victoria’s busi-
ness men in the richness of the Alberni
country is increasing, and they are show-
ing it in a practical way by spending
their time and money in opening up

journed.
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THE BRIDGE INQUIRY.

Survivors Still Telling in the Wit-
ness Box of Their Marvel-
lous Eseapes.

Examination of Deputy Commis-
sioper of Lands and Works
Occupies Most of Afterneon.

The inquest into the Point Ellice bridge
disaster was resumed Monday, a great
deal of evidence being heard not only from
survivors, but from Mr. Gore, deputy com-
missioner of lands and works, in regard to
the bridge structure itself.

The first witness was Isabel Reid, of
Douglas street, who was standing on the
car rear “steps, but knew nothin‘ till she
was in the water.

William Bull was recalled to identify
Sarah Sherriff’s body.

Samuel Lehman, of Richmond avenue,
was in the car near the rear when the acci-
dent bappened. He first heard a erack;
then the ear gave a small drop; then it ran
ahead and struck the water with a slight
cant towards the Gorge, the front end being
slightly down; he heard but one crash.

T. H. Matthew, of Spring Ridge, was in
the accident; he was standing on the rear

latform and first felt the jolts as if the car

jumped the track; a man beside him said
* Why don’t they stop the car, it’s off the
track ”’; then came a big crash and the car
went down; that was he believed about 15
feet from the Victoria end of the span; his
impression was that the rearend was lower
than the front end when it went down;
after the car struck the water it rose a little
and tipped and he got hold of a stringer
that was tloating out from under the car
and was saved; the noise he tirst heard was
as if the wheel had jumped the track and
was cracking the boards.
Geo, A. Jordan, of Vancouver, wasin the
buggy with Mr. Potts, Mrs. Potts and Mrs.
Jordan on the bridge; 50 feet trom the
end of the span the pig car caught up; the
hind wheels of the carriage being even with
the front wheels of the car; he was scated
with his back to the horse; he saw the
sparks fly from the hind wheel of the car
on the Gorge side and the carsagged down;
the sound he heard was more like the crash-
ing of wood.

E. F. Robinson of Cadboro Bay road was
on the car; he was standing inside towards
the rear entrance; his twochildren sat near
him; he first heard a crashing like the
breaking of timber; his impression at the
time was that the body of the car was giv-
ing way and the motors and wheels were
forcing their way through up the car
bottom.

Wm. Heatherbell, of 103 South Road,
Spring Ridge, was on the car, standing up
about six feet from the rear door; his wife
and Mrs. Adams, senior, were seated on
the north side of the car, opposite him;
the first crash he heard seemeg to be the
back platform giving way; the car seemed
to come to a standstill; then it started again
and it seemed to him that the bridge had
given way; he made a grab for his wife but
was too far off to get hold of her, After
the first crash the motion of the car was as
if it had jumped the track: he got through
the window and was saved by getting hold
of a beam; he was then fifteen feetaway
from the car, which had two feet
of water on it; some of the sealers
broke open the top of the car, and the first
body he saw taken out was his wife; the
sound he first heard was a shaip crack as
if timber gave way. ‘

W.H. TiSpins, of Lansdowne road, was
in the accident; he was walking on the
bridge with his little boy, his wife, Mr.
Manton, Mr. Robinson and Mrs. Bessford;
they were on the south sidewalk; the car
first came on the bridge when he walked
on toit; he was right alongside of the car
when it went down; he thought he was
half-way across; all his party fell with the
span; he had no idea how the accident
happened; he found his boy a yard
away from him after they fell and
pulied him out from under the side-
walk, where he was pinned; he heard
the crashing of timbers as if under the car
just before he fell; as the car first came to
the bridge it slowed up fora moment, and
the motorman appeared to have a little
trouble with one of his handles; for he
struck it once or twice with his hand;
however, he must have got it all right
again, as he started up the car once more.

Luke Gray was on the front platform of
the car; he heard a crash, and the car drop-

ed a little, then it went 12 or 14 feet or a

ittle further; it swayed and he found him-
self in the water; when the car entered the
bridge the other car was about three-quart-
ers ofthe way across; he could not locate
the exact place where the accident hap-
pened.

James B. Manton, of Lansdowne road,
was walking on the sidewalk with Mr. Tip-
Eins’ party; just as the car got opposite

im he heard a short, sharp crack and
looking around saw the bottom of the
bridge bent under the car like a bow, the
rails in front of thecar being also bent. He
glanced at the motorneer and saw him
thfow up his hands; the sidewalk began to
rock and witness caught hold of the side
rails; the sidewalk left him and then the
rails followed; he saw the upper frame-
work of the span fall and as he wentdown;
it inclined towards the Gorge. The first
sound was a short, sharp crack; this
was followed by the crunching of timber;
the first erack was underneath the car; it
appeared to him as if theaccident happened
about the centre of the span; he noticed no
sparks or skidding of the car wheels; 1t was
his impression that the car bent the middle
of the span down first and the ends fol-
lowed ; the bend under the car did not seem
to extend across the bridge; when he saw
the car with the floor bent beneath it it was
running and trying to climb the slope and
was apparently intact.

Percy Snider, of 81 North Chatham street,
was on the front platform just behind the
motorneer; he first heard a crash asif the
springs had broken ;the car seemed to jolt
and they went down ; there were two jolts
and the car canted a little towards the
Gorge.

Benjamin Bailey, of 54 Alfred street, was
standing on the coupling behind the car,
but had not the least idea of how the acci-
dent happened. All he knew was that he
found himself in the water.

F. M. Humber was on the hind platform
of the car when the accident occurred; he
heard a noise as if the car had jumped the
track, and looking back saw the planking
settling down; the back platform was rais-
ed more than the front; this was about
fifty feet from the Victoria end of the span;
the break seemed to be under the car.

Charles Fern was driving the Victoria-
Phoenix brewery wagon behind the car at
the time of theaccident; he was just enter-
ing on the trestle and the car was in the
centre of the ss)an; he saw the rail under
the car nearest the Gorge bend under the
car; he stopped his horse at once and
backed up until he heard screams under
his wagon; he still kept hiseyes on thecar
till - it went out of sight; his horse
and 'part of the wagon were on the
span‘when the break began and when the
sgan fell he had just backed his horse off;
the break was at the farend. First came a
crack near the car, then at the Esquimalt
end the span came off first and the bridge
swayed and came down; after the sag the
bridge opened and the car went right
through with a sectinn of the span; then

the two ends fell. The first car was just
going off the span when the second car
entered ; the whole thing gave way together,
the overhead part going with the rest. The

d to bend with the
bend in the tHooring; the first sound seemed

to be like the falling of a tree; then sharp
snaps followed ; the upright timbers struck
the car before it reached the water; both
ends of the uprights pulled out; the first
bend beneath the car was hailf the length
of the car and almeost a foot deep, then the
right hand rail broke and the left hand fol-
lowed. 3
F. Babbage, 64 North Park street, ship
carpenter, was in the middle of the car at
the time of the accident; he felt the fore
part of the car sink a couple of feet first;
there was a distinet check when the car
body reached the road bed and then a gen-
eral break up; there wasno sound of any-
thing breaking before the car tirst sank; he
knew the sound of breakingiron; if aniron
rod was in tension it was a low ringing
sound and not a loud report; if an iron rod
bad broken first he would not have heard
it in the car; it was possible, he thought.
for the floor to give way and the overhead
truss tostand.

Arthur Butcher, Stanley avenue, had
been hangirig on behind the rear platform
at the accident; he first heard a prolonged
crashing as if the car had gone off the
track, then came a sudden thud or stop;
this was followed by a falling sensation
with a cant to the right; he knew nothing
else till he found himself floating on the
water.

Thomas Gilligan, 70 Johnson street, was
inside the car, opposite the second window
from the front; the car seemed first to fall
as if the front axle broke; in a second after
came a confused crash, a number of
shrieks, and the car went down.

H. G. Lawson, law student, was on the
back platform of .he car; it seemed at first
as if the car was going off the track, there
being a bumping motion, the car going a
little lower each time; there was a crash at
each bump and then a great crash, and the
car fell through. The car, he thought, was
a third of the way across when the first
noise was heard.

W. S. Gore, deputy commissioner of
lands and works, stated that the bridge
was built in 1885, during his term of oflice;
it was built by the San Francisco Bridge
Co., under contract with the provincial
government; he produced the original con-
tract and copies of the plans; the con-
tract was dated June 1, 1885; the
bridee cost $11,827; plans, specifications,
strain  sheets and contract were put in
in evidence by the witness. Mr. Blackett
was superintendent of construction on be-
halfof the government when the bridge was
built; the tf)ridge was reported to witness
as having been constructed according to
specifications and taken over by the gov-
ernment; the bridge was under the govern-
ment’s control till the spring of 1891, when
it was turned over in good condition to the
city; it was the practice of the department
to examine the hridge about once a year;
Mr. Blackett inspected the bridge on sev-
eral occasions, but witness was not sure
who inspected it last before it was turned
over to the city; the tramway ran over the
bridge before the structure was handed
over to the city; they were then running
the ordinary small cars, he believed. Cor-
respondence between the government and
the tramway company was handed in by
the witness in regard to the company
running across the bridge in 1889;
the first intention was to run the track in
the centre of the bridge, but as this would
have interfered with ordinary wvehicular
traffic it was changed and the rails placed
to one side; witness was certain he had sat-
istied himself at the time that the bridge
was capable of carrying the tramcars, but
at this space of time he did not recollect
how he proceeded to do so. Sincethe bridge
had been handed over to the city the gov-
ernntent have had nothing to do with the
structure; the government had other
bridges under their control. To inspect
them they were uncovered and if sufficient-
ly old to warrant it the timbers were bored
with a small auger: this was after a bridge
was six or seven years old; in the Point El-
lice bridge the tloor beams should be re-
newed every seven years or so; the beams
were covered up from the sun
and attacked by moisture so
that they would
The floor beams would be the first part of
such a bridge to show weakness as the other
wooden parts were in such close compres-
sion that it was practically impossible for
moisture to get at the joints, and the upper
part is covered with galvanized iron to pro-
tect it from the weather: the floor beams
could be replaced at any time without false
work by taking proper precaution to keep
the eye bars from spreacﬁng;the floor beams
are hung with an iron hanger over the pin
connections, and through the floor beams
the lateral sway rods are attached, which
keep the bridge rigid as far as lateral sway
is concerned. If there was a moving load
on the bridge and a sway rod was released
it would cause the bridge to oscillate, and
if carried to great extent would cause the
collapse of the whole bridge like
a house built of cards. Each truss
had a camber (or arch) of four inches in
the floor, so that would have to be fatten-
ed out before the bridge could bend below;
he thought that the car sinking a foot into
the midgle of the bridge would only be
from the giving way of a floor beam ; if the
car went down a foot and its motion was
arrested it was because it was held up by
the longitudinal stringer. The longitudinal
stringer might hold a migute or so before
breaking; after the floor beam is gone the
sway rods are released and oscillation
brings the bridge: down almost instantlIyA
The car in falling through the bridge would
undoubtedly fa%l on and carry the lateral
sway rods with it and bring down the ends;
it was not probable that the lower chord
could be the cause of the accident describ-
ed; if the lower chord was broken the ten-
dency would be to spread the end chords.
It was just like a bow; if the
lower chords were cut the upper chords
forming the bow would spread; the longi-
tudinal stringers were put in after the acci-
dent three years ago when the same car
broke through. The iron in the bridee was
made by the Albion Iron Works and the
timber was framed under the direct super-
vision of Mr. Seypolt the then representa-
tive of the San Francisco Bridge Co. The
iron was all carefully examined before it
left the foundry by Mr. Seypolt, who was
responsible for it. The designs were made
by the San Francisco Bridge Co. Witness
did not calculate out the strain sheets;
these sheets were worked out by the com-
pany and compared by the government
with other tenders; the comparisou was
sufficient to satisfy him that they were all
right; the only formality of handing the
bridge over to the city in 1891 was the ex-
tension of the city limits. No actual cal-
culation was ‘'made of the extra strain
caused by moving the line from the centre
to one side of the bridge; he be-
lieved it was ® the practice to fix
the lateral sway rods to the floor
beams; it would not do to attach them
to the lower chord; he did not know if the
sway rods could be attached to the lower
chords direct at all. The floor beams might
be removed without the truss if there was
no oscillation; but a car could not fall
through without bringing down the whole
structure; he called it a good bridge design
notwithstanding that, for it was the gen-
eral form used all over the conginent., The
floor heams were originally fixed by hang-
ers passing through them with give plates
in the bottom; then there were diagonal
holes to fix the sway rods; it had been cal-
culated, thouglh not by hin, that there was
ample strength left in the tloor beam. The
lateral sway rods were 1% ihches in diam-
eter, and the hangers 14 inches. Those
holes would no doubt leave place for the
admission of water that would set up rot.
The new beams which the city put in were
on stirrup irons; this was an improve-
ment; the floor beam would decay in
seven ‘or eight years and should be
removed ; the rot was very plain in one of
the beams now standing, it had been there
perhaps eleven years. The design of the
plans was approved of by the then Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works and the
government. The reason the car did not
go down in 1891 was because it did not re-

more rapidly decay./

were not released. He remembered when
the Amvphion was being repaired that a
very heavy weight was hauled over the
bridge, how heavy he did not recollect; he
felt quite sure that none of the eyes in the
irons were filled; that is bored out too
much and then filled again ; if such had been
done it would have been a most culpable
act, and he e€ould not see how it would
have passed the inspeetor. He did not
think if one of the lower eye bars broke the
bridge would give way, for they were
veckoned to tive times the strain, and, if
one were hroken the remaining one would
hold; he felt sure that if a oor beam broke
with the ear on it and the car felkon the
sway bars the whole strueture would come
down at ence. By moving the tramway
traek from the middle to the side. as far as
the floor beam was concerned, the strain
would be less; it would inerease the weight
on the hanger. It was apparent with refer-
ence to the iron that from their form the
stirrup irons put in by the ¢ity were not as
strong as the other form of hanger, though
better for the wood; there was no restrietion’
put on the tramway as to trattic when they
were allowed by the government to run
theirears over; but at that time the tram-
way had only light ears; the province does
not exercise supervision over munieipal
bridges; the bridge was ealculated to sup-
port & weight of 1,000 pounds moving load
to a limeal foot, but ded to this was+ a
factor of safety, whieh brought it up to
5,000 pounds; bridges ought to be inspected
every year: He did not at the time verify
the strain figures when the bridge was
built, but they had been veritied since and
found to be correct. The government had
not an inspector to test the iron for its
tensile strength; Mr. Seypolt, however, ex-
amined all the iron before it leftsthe foun-
dry; the witness did not know what was
the nltimate tensile strength of wrought
irow.

Just before the noon recess on Tuesday of
the Point Ellice bridge accident inquest a
short discussion arose as to the order in
which the evidence should be taken.

The Coroner was of the opinion that as
the evidence of the eye-witnesses as far as
available had been heard, it would be bet-
ter to take first the expert testimony as to
the bridge, so as td find out if possible just
what caused the accident, before examin-
ing the city and tramway people.

On the other hand, the foreman of the
jury believed that the other witnesses for
the tremway and city should first be heard,
as the jury should be in a position to say
who were responsible.

Mr. W. J. Taylor, who with Mr. C. Du-
bois Mason represented the city, remarked
that the fastening of the responsibility for
the care of the bridge was a question of
law, and therefore could not be argued by
counsel before the coroner’s iury; the mere
fact, for example, of the city having re-
paired the bridge not being proof that the
city were liable for the maintenance of the
structure. This, however, was a question
of law.

Mr. E. V. Bodwell, who with Mr. A. E.
McPhillips is. counsel for the tramway
company, remarked that in an inquest
there was no such thing as lawyers address-
ing the jury, and he believed that uny such
discussion was out of order.

Mr. A. G. Smith, deputy attorney general,
quite agreed with Mr. Bodwell. The jury
must draw their own deductions from the
facts placed before them, and 1if they
thought anyone was responsible, lay the
blame on them.

Mr. Cassidy, who is assisting Mr. Smith
for the provincial government, remarked
that though it was not the province of the
jury to fix the liability, the inquiry was to
find out fully the cause of the disaster, and
to lay the blame on any persons who may
be found responsible.

Finally the jury after consulting together
decided that they would tirst take the tram-
way and civic witnesses, and after them the
expert testimony.

In the forenoon the first witness was
George Mlllett, a letter carrier; he was in-
side the car, the second from the front end
on the left hand side; the car gave a bit of
a jump on the span, then went forward a
litte and settled down; the jump seemed
just as if the car was passing a bad switch;
a second drop sent the car into the water.

George Noot, of North Park street, was
on the step of the hind platform of the car
when the accident occurred; the car was
going slowly on the bridge and he noticed
the bridge was swinging considerably; the
car seemed to meet a reverse swing on the
bridge that jarred; then something gave
way under the right hand side and then
something followed on the left; it seemed
to him as if the longitudinal beam under
the car on the right hand side broke first,
as the car lurched that way first; the hind
end went down and as witness was wet up
to the shoulders before the front platform
struck the car must have struck the water
at an angle of forty-five; there was a regu-
lar sag in the bridge under the car when
the bridge broke; the city end came off the
piers before the Esquimalt end; the car was
nearer the city end; when the car went on
to the overhead span the swinging was so
bad that the people who were walking on
the bridge seemed to be intoxicated; the
top chords of the trnss did not fall until
the car had struck in the water; a good
many people were walking on the bridge;
the crashing sounds seemed to be those of
timber.

W. J. Crull, who was in the car when the
accident occurred, noticed nothing till the
car went down; he was holding his little
boy by the hand and the %eople seemed to
be crushed in together; he supposed that
he was thrown out through the window.

F. M. Yorke, stevedore, went to the
wreck soon after the accident occurred on
Tuesday; the Esquimalt end lay about 30
feet from the piers and about three feet to
the Gorge side of the track; still closer to
the pier there was a buggy and a dead
horse; he had been employed by the city
to remove the debris and this had been
done; the whole of the iron wreckage was
piled in the water close to the right side of
the bridge and towards the Esquimalt end ;
he had since taken the car, wheels und fix-
tures and had them weighed; the weight
came to 19,847 pounds; the trolley iron,
cushions and a little of the woodwork cut
away would bring the weight of the car up
to about ten tons; this was weighed at the
city scales; the Mayor gave him special in-
structions to have the wreckage placed so
that the jury could see everything; the car
was weighed in the presence of himself,
Chief Deasy and Mr. Johnson the weigh-
master; the iron wreckage has all been pil-
ed on the city power-house wharf; it has
not been tampered with as it has been un-
der the charge of watchmen all the time;
certain timbers are in a boom in charge of
the provincial police; from the position of
the car the trucks had evidently separated
from the body of the car when they struck
the water.

The jury and lawyers entered into a
rough calculation of the probable weight
of the big loaded car, the vehicles and
other people on the bridge, the estimate be-
ing that a weight of 21 tons was on the
span at the time of the accident.

Wm. Peden, who was on the rear plat-
form of the car, stated that the car bound-
ed once as if it had gore off the track and
the rear end appeared to ge down through
the planks of the floor; then he found him-
self in the water.

Henry Piaggio was standing on the front
platform and just heard a crack at the hind
end of the car; presently he found the car
gomg‘down and that he was in the water.
D. Strachan was on the lower step of the
rear platform on the left-hand side; he
heard a crash beneath the centre of the
car; he jumped off and ran aong the
bridge abreast of Wilson’s rig; when with-
in a few feet of the end of the span the
flooring raised up in front of him and he
went down into the water; it was an up-
hill run all the way from the car; he was

main on the beam, which was not broken |about 15 feet from the car when he fell
completely through, and the sway ruds‘lhrough. !

T

Robert Dalby was on the lower right hang
step of the fromt plattorm: he noticed t
bumps as if the ear jumped the track rl»“.”
be found himself in the water. e

J. B. McKilligan, managerof the Victori,,
branch of the Consolidated Railway (',
stated that on June 4, 1895, he was app fint
ed with Henry Croft joint reeeiver
manager of the old tramway company, ;‘”,,1
afterwards wsa appointed by the trustces (¢
the bond-bolders as receiver and mang.
ger from January 8, 1896 until his present a .-
pointment on May 1 last; {‘&s duties
were chiefly financial and general:. Mr '\A,\’
C. Cheney, the superintendent, attendiy .
to the operating of the road, but consultiy o
witness on matt rs of general policy: )\
Cheney became superintendent on M:
the superintendent has the operation of't},..
cars; he had never been consulted as 1,
what cars showld run on certain route.
since he had been manager no questio,
directly or indirectly had arisen as to1le
capacity of the bridge for carrying trai.
the witness handed in a book of the 1<
furnished to each employe.of the comp:
he knew ot no special inspection of hri
by the company; nor any special inst:
tion to the superintendent as to bridee-
there had been special instruction-
h_o\\'e\‘er, as to exercising cu
tion  in approaching bridges a1
warning people against leaning out 1.,
far in crossing; he did not know of wn
guarantee as to the carrying capacity
cars; the company was incorporated 14
April, 1896, the officers are, Mr. I. 8. Buri -
ard, president, Mr. R. M. Horne-Payne,
vice-president: those were the only one
he knew of: the notice of caution to pu--
sengers which was posted up in (i
cars was handed in by witness; the notice,
among other things, prohibited riding
the rear platform or steps, and made rig-
ing on the front platform at passenger's
own risk. In the book of rulesit wus pro-
vided, among other things, that the con-
ductor must not allow people to stand o
the rear platform unless the cars wen
crowded inside enough to render it neces
sary. Witness did know from his ow:
knowledge what was the capacity of the
car that met with the accident; he did not
know if the conductor warned the peopl:
on the car; he considered the responsible
head of the company was the president; i
the car was crowded inside he saw no oh-
jection to passengers riding on the plat-
forms; the conductors did quite right in
carrying all the passengers that could get
on as long as they were not in danger; the
cars were built strong enough for thar
purpose; witness received his instructions
trom the president, or in his absence, from
the vice-president; by order of the super-
intendent the inspector issued special in-
structions for the celebration. These in-
structions were to the effect that conductors
and motoneers should be very caretul: on

assing Point Ellice bridge the cars were to

e slowed down and passengers were to he
warned not to lean out of the cars; cars
were to be kept 100 feet apart; the company
operated their line in the city by virtue of’
an act passed by the provincial legislature;
there were no regulations in the charter as
to slowing up on bridges; by the agree-
ment with the city, made statutory in 1844,
the former company was empowered to lay
and operate a single line of tramway over
any bridge in the city. At the request of
Mr, Smith the witness was instructed to
make an examination of the company's
correspondence with the city in regard to
the inspection of Point Ellice bridge, also
with respect to alterations made to the
bridge and at whose request.

W. C. Cheney, electrical engineer, super-
intendent of the Victoria branch of the
Consolidated Railway. had supervision of
all the property, including the rolling stock
and roadway; he had nothing to do with
bridges; he was never informed that they
were the property of the company; he did
not consider it his duty to look after Point
Ellice bridge as he understood it belonged
to the city; his assistants were Messrs.
Gibson and Hutchinson; a car is supposed
to be perfectly safe with all the people who
could crowd on it; he could not definitely
give the dimensions of the wrecked car; no
question of the safety of running cars over
Point Ellice bridge had ever been raised
since he joined the company : he wasrespon-
sible first to the president of the company,
then to Mr. McKilligan as manager of the
branch ; his duties-wereamong other things
to see that the cars were in order and all
the property of the company in good con-
dition; the details of carrying out the traffic
as laid down by the compdny came under
his department; it was legitimate to allow
on crowded days passengers to stand on
the platforms; had he noticed anything
about the bridge that would have led him
to think it not safe he would have stopped
the cars and called the city’s attention to
it; Point Ellice bridge was outside his juris-
diction, but he would have stopped the
traffic and have informed the city had he
found anything wrong. Before theaccident
he had heard nothing against the safety
of the bridge. Witness had had fifteen
years’ experience in the management of
electric plants and their installation; be-
fore the accident he had not heard of a car
having gone through Point Illice bridge
three years ago; the short time he had
been in charge was not sufficient for him to
become acquainted with all the details of
the road. ‘

Henry Gibson, tramway conductor, had
been employed in the tramway service for
514 years; there was no rule or regulation
to limit the number of passengers on cars;
he remembered the accident three years
ago when car 16 met with an accident on
Point Ellice bridge; the general instruc-
tions are that cars must be 100 feet apart in
running; the question of the safety of Point
Ellice bridge neveroccurred to him; he had
heard of car platforms springing with the
weight of people but did not know of them
of his own knowledge; had he seen it he
would have forbidden people riding on
the coupling-pin as he considered it
unsafe. On the .day of the accident he
acted as car despatcher at Campbell’'s cor-
ner. When he despatched car 16 he had
made people get down off the coupling-
pins; he did not see anyone hanging out-
side the platforms; his estimate of the
number of people who could be carried on
a small car was 50 and possibly as high
as 70 at the outside; a small car would se:ut
20; a large car like 16 would seat 338 or 40
people.

Hon. D. W. Higgins was managing
director of the tramway from 1889 to the
fall of 1893; the original charter only car-
ried them to the city limits, which was
then the Victoria end of Point Ellice
bridge: in 1890, the company by speciul
charter were allowed to operate in the dis-
trict, and a track was laid across Point
Ellice bridge with the consent of the Chict
Commissioner of Lands and Works; the
track was placed on the north side, so ax
not to interfere with vehicular tratfic; the
bridge afterwards passed to the city:
in° 1893 an excursion party were
going across the bridge in car 16,
when the bridge bhroke in one place, but
the car got over in safety; the company
then proposed to the city thatif allowed to
lay a T rail instead of the flat rail then in
use they would pay for the expense of put-
ting in longitudinal stringers; to this the
city agreed and the stringers were laid
down, and when finished he believed it was
the best piece of track in the city. The city
received the work and Mr. Wilmot express-
ed himself satisfied with it. While he wax
manacer, the examination of the track
came under the superintendent; Mr. Fair-
child, his engineer, reported that the rea-
son of the accident in 1393 was that two of
the tioor beams were rotten:; in 1890 the
company got a legislative charter to oper-
ate outside the city and in 1891 the acts
were consolidated; the improvements to
the bridge in 1893 were watched by Mr.
Fairchild for the company; he had direc-
tlons to assist the city in every way pos-
sible; the company in that instance co-
operated with the city in repairing
the bridge; in 1890, when the rails were
laid, the government had the biidge re-
floored to their satisfaction; while the
bridge was under the provincial govern-
ment it was looked after by the govern-

t: on one or two
E:;edntﬁe bridge examines
when traffic was very 1
to see caution exerciseq
city took over the bridgd
Mr. Leech, insisted that
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hour; he remembered 0
had taken over the b,
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