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: it, even before it assumed the name, was |

intended _to_be “uninfiuenced by party, |
ancontrolled by,power, andabtqohediolel;
‘to the public interest.” To that ideal the
conductors ef the paper have steadily ad-
hered during one hundred years thronged
with = changes and chances, through all
revohitions of political power, “of literary
expression, and of popular taste. f[f"
remarkable the  transformation is our
readers may judge for themselves by the
extracts we print this morning from the
first few numbers of the Times issued a
century ago.  Yet a plain-dealing spirit
of independence is recognisable, we hope
and believe, through - efery variation

THE SUMAS DYKING ACT.

The bill to repeal (in part) the Sumas
Dyking Act, Fraser river, and throw open
the'lands to settlement, passed at the last
session ‘of the legislature, came into force
yesterday, February 1st. With the ex-
ception of some lands at Matsqui,the large
area of river lands which embraced in
this act, is now in the ma: . However,
for some ‘years past the greater portion of
these lands - have been cultivated or
pre-empted by squatters, who will now be
enabled to securé a title and thus be re-
lieved from any nervousness which may
have been previously felt. 1t is understood
that the Dominion Government some time
since conceded that the proprietorship of
these lands, although within the “railway
belt, was vested in the Provincial Govern-
ment, and the embargo on them having
been ' now lifted, the addition te the pro-
vincial exchequer on accourdt of sales will
be in the neighborhood of $45,000.

——

THE LIBERAL LEADER.

That brilliant Frenchman, the Hon.
Wilfrid Laurier, i8, it seems, to be de-
posed from the leadership of the Liberal
party. . He has not been a successs we
are told, and lacks those qualities which
would some time in the dim aud dusky
future ensure the Grit. party reaching
power at Ottawa. His usefulness is gone,
he lacks ‘‘aggressiveness,” as & writer in
the Toronto Mail very aptly says, ‘‘so
essential in a leader to sugh a party asthe
Liberals of Canada are.”” The same writer
suggests three mames: William Pater-
son, who paid our city a pleasant visit last
year, Oliver Mowat and Sir Richard Cart-
wright as worthy to fill the place which
Mr. Mackenzie was compelled reluctantly
to vacate, and which Mr. Blake ‘‘through
ill health” resigned. ~Mr. Paterson, he
thinks, is of too retiring a nature and is
too deeply engrossed i business to accept
the nomination, while Mr. Mowat prefers
thetreasury benches of the rich province of
Ontario toa very cold seat on' the imme-
diate left hand of Mr. Speaker at Ottawa.
To Sir Richard—*‘the fly on the -wheel”
—all eyes are turned, and notwithstand-
ing his many faults, he it is who is des-
tined to be the salvation of the “pairty
of purity.” . The picture of the ‘‘knight
of deficits,” with that aristocratic cast of
countenance which despises “all ‘‘plebei-
ans.” heading a ‘‘Liberal party” ‘does, it
must be confessed, look a little incon-
gruous, and we have ne doubt his as-
sumption of the duties of the office would
prove highly satisfactory to the Liberal-
Conservative party at least. No one can
gainsay his abilities, but he was never
born to lead men, and is exceedingly un-
popular even with his own party.
Mr. Laurier, in stepping down and out,
will probably do so with loud impreca-
tions upon the heads of the men who
have so cruelly victimized him, causing
him to be, as they have, a make-shift to
be insulted and displaced before he has
even had an opportunity to show of what

stuff he is made.
AT Bt T

THE LONBON TIMES’ CENTENARY,

The London Timeshas just completed
its 100th year. On January 1, 1788, the
first number of the Times was published.
It was not an entirely new publication.
Its full title on its first appearance as the
Times was The Times or Dailg Universal
Register, and, as the Daily Universal Re-
gister had been regularly published for
three years previously, the first copy of
the Times was numbered 940.  Various
foreign journals sent- congratulatory tele-
grams, but for the. most part the ether
London daily papers maintained a strict
silence on an event almost unique in the
history of journalism. As. the Times
truly remarks, ‘‘From day to day during
a whole century the Times has written its
own history, and it has become more and
more as time went on the history of
the whole civilized world. Without -pre-
sumption we may say with Livy, changing
only a single word to suit our purpose—
‘Res est et immensi operis, ut que supra
centesimum annum repetatur, et que ab
exiguis profecta initiis, eo creverit ut jam
magnitudine laboret sua.” The Times thus
refers to this notable event in its history:
On New Year's Day, 1788, was pub-
lished in Printing House Square, the
first number of the Times.” There was
little inthe external surroundings of the
event to mark the date as a memorable

of cir and . costume. We
have fought for great causes, vic-
torious ' -or vanquishedf;  we have
endeavored to . represent, not unsuc-
cessfully, as we are. proud to think, the
solid ‘sense, the steady patriotism, and the
practical instincts of the great body of the
people of the United Kingdom, without
distinction of class. The Timeshas never
been 4nd never will be the organ of a
party, however triumphant, or the mouth-
piece of a political leader, however: auto-
cratic. We are entitled to affirm that this
attitude of unfettered . eriticism has left
its mark for good on the amazing develop-
ment of the British nation during the past
hundred years. The position of primacy
in the journalism of the world long
since established by the Times is ac-
kunowledged, not_throughout the United
Kingdom only, but in foreign countries.
In Europe, in America, in India, and the
Colonies, the Times is universally recog-
nized as having a right to speak in the

{name of England. That high privilege,

involving duties even higher, we may con-
fidently assert will never be abused; but
will be maintained, in accordance with
the traditions of the paper, by the enter-
prise, the independence, and the resolu-
tion  that have been crowned hitherto
with success.

The other side is'thus tersely told by
the Pall Mall Gazette: - We are all proud
of the Times, and often mot a little
ashamed of it, and both feelings combine
to excite interest in the centenary which
is celebrated to-day at Printing House
Square. The T'imes is, as the editor of a
Vienna journal telegraphs, the most cele-
brated newspaper in the world, and the
centenary of its first publication is an
anniversary of which journalists of all
others should be prompt to recognize. Of
course no one takes seriously the some-
what magniloquent vaunting.which ap-
pears in that journal’s leading -column
to-day—for the staidest of newspapers
may be pardoned for exaggerating a little
on its hundredth birthday—but we gladly
unite in congratulating our contemporary
upon the position which it has attained, a
position quite without precedent or paral-
lel in the history of the world. Mr.
Lowell condensed into one stanza the ex-
pression of a faith which is in all respects
so. exactly the antithesis of the working
creed of the Times that is worth quoting:

Then to side with Truth is noble when we share
her wretched crust

Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and ’tis
pr sperous to be just; '

Then it is the brave man chooses, while the
coward stands aside,

Doubting in his abject spirit till his Lord is
crucified.

‘And the multitude make virtue of the faith
they had denied.

All that to Mr. Lowell seemed most
cowardly, despicable and vile is to the
Times the very essence of the duty of a
journalist who essays to express the opin-
ions of the best part of the British peo-
ple. But it does net stand aside doubt-
ing. If it had been published at Jerus-
alem in thosg days it would. have hounded
on the chief priests, and have been severe-
ly sarcastic upon the dubitations-of that
weak creature Pontius Pilate who hestitated
todealoutexemplary justiceto so pestilent
and seditiousanagitator. A combination of
the qualities of the Vicar of Bray with
the post of Devil's Advocate against all
good causes when in their earlier stages
is not the most attractive ideal of journal-
ism, and that the T%Wmes has survived its
disreputable politics is due to its parlia-
meutary reports, its correspondence, its
foreign intelligence, and the general re-
spectability of its news, which combine to
make it, despite its moral defects, the
greatest newspaper in the world.

———
THE RABBIT PLAGUE IN NEW ZEA-
LAND.

“Yes, the rabbits are crowding us
heavily in New Zealand,” said Professor
F. D. Brown, of the Colonial University,
New Zealand, at' the Palmer House,
Chicago. ““The Northern, Island,” he
continued, ‘‘is where they are playing the
greatest havoc, but in the Southern
Island, where I live, we are comparatively
free of them. But our neighbors! think
of it. Millions of them, long eared, short
eared, gray, white, black, red,

Ep oy

by ‘Bayard, or a.ny one else..

; A DRILL SHED. - -

Tre Corontst has long agitated the
establishment of a drill shed in this city,
and- is gratified that the seed sown by it
has not fallen on-barren’ ground, as evi-
denced by the action of the city couticil on
‘Wednesdayevening, They have taken hold:
of the matter in the proper way. It isthe
customary thing in the East in such cases
for the city to donatea suitable site while
the Government constructs and furnishes
the building. When the Minister of Militia
was here last year he is understood to
have expressed the opinion that the
present drill shed was entirely . in-
adequate; and ‘that if  the  militia
of this city were to be placed on a proper
footing, it was imperative that proper
quarters should be supplied them. Now
that the Council have taken the matter in
hand, we hope they will not rest until
they have carried the matter on to a satis-
factory conclusion. =~ The citizens will cor-
dially support them in the view they have
taken of their duty, and we have every
confidence that when they bave -chosen a
site the Government will- come forward
promptly and build a drill shed which
will be a useful ornament to Victoria.

e E—

THE MINING EXPLOSION.

Telegram from the Manager—Mr. E. G. Prior’s
Opinion as to the Cause of the Explosion.

The following telegram was received by
Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir on Wednesday:

‘WELLINGTON, 1st Feb. —Examined mine
again; found no gas; found ong exploded
powder tin in Tance Robertson’s place; also
one in R. Robertson's place; the bottom
of shaft clear of water; ‘working on the
puinps. - Miners committee meeting this
morning; general meeting this evening.

JoHN BRYDEN, .

Mr. E. G. Prier, M. P., who on hear-
ing the news of the explosion,telegraphed
that he was prepared to render any as-
sistance in his power, if needed, on Tues-
day proceeded to Wellingten for the pur-
pose of making a personal examination of
the east level, where thesexplosion oc-
curred. To a representativé of Tae CoL-
oNIsT Mr. -Prior, who arrived from Wel-
lington by the afternoon train yesterday,
stated that he had made a thorough in-
spection of the whole of the east level.
There were evidences of a very heavy ex-
plosion, and there was no difficulty in
tracing the course the latter had taken.
Mr. Prior examined the faces of all the
levels and stalls, and did not discover a
vestige of gas anywhere. If the mine
was in the habit' of giving off gas,
it would be bound to show now,because all
bratticing is blown down, all stoppings
blown out, and big caves have occurred.
No airis passing into the mine, and it
has been standing in this - condition for
week, yet there isnot a bit of gas to be
found in the whole place. .= Mr. Prior’s
firm opinion is that the primary cause of
the explosion was a blown-out shot in
Lance Robinson’s place—the face of the
main east level.  Everything goes to
prove that the explosien started: from
there. All the timbers are blown from
that point, and there is a thick coating of
soot on that side of all the rocks and tim-
bers. Lance Robinsen’s powder canis-
ter, which was one capable of holding
about four pounds, was found within
twenty-one feet of the blown-out shot,
and the shot itself .points in a direct line
for the can. - The contents of this can had
evidently exploded. ~Some dezen other
cans were found in different parts of the
levels, headings, etc., where the explo-
sion had passed through, the contents of
which had not exploded. These were all
more or less full of powder. The heat of
the explosion must . have been very im-
tense, as the solid. coal on the ribs is
burned quite into cinder.

Mr. Prioris quite confident that gas
played no part in ‘the explosion, but that
the latter was started by a blown-out shot,
which discharged the powder can and ig-
nited the coal dust. The mine- isa dry
mipe, but by no means a dusty one, and
18 one which, under ordinary circumstan-
ces, he would consider perfectly safe from
explasion by coal dust.

S e P PN AL
THE 8. 8. MEXICO ASHORE.

She Runs on Gossip Reet, near Plumper’s Pass,
During the Fog,

The steamer Yosemite, which, in spite
of the dense fog, arrived in the harbor at

telligence that the steamship Mexico,
Capt. Huntingdon, had gone ashore at
10:30 a.m., on Gossip reef, which lies on
the Gulf side of Plumper’s Pass. = Pilot
Ettershank was in charge at the time.
‘When she went ashore the fog was very
thick, and, as her engines were not work-
ing she did not strike hard, and is now
resting eagily.  ItJs thought that as she
went on two hours after high tide that at
high tide to-day she will float off. If not,
the steamer Yosemite, which leaves at
5:30 this morning for the purpose, will
endeavor to pull her off The present
position of the Mexico is not very far
distant from that she occupied when she
went ashore last year. The second officer
of the at hip ded the Yosemite at

and all the colors ef the rainbow.” One
can have stewed rabbit, fried rabbit, and
rabbit broiled, fricasseed, hashed and
scalloped, until the New Zealanders are
like the man who ate quail every day for
thirty days, only they are not only sur-
feited ‘and disgusted with ‘rabbit as a

one. Two centuries earlier, the year 1588,

Plumper’s Pass and gave letters to the
steamship’s agents here, Welch, Rithet &
Co.  ““It never rains but, it pours,”” seems
to be verified, for, with their best steam-
ers in difficulty, the P.S.S.Co. are hav-

eat deal of trouble. - However, the
Umatilla will probably be released on
gicﬁndny, and it is trusted that the Mexico

stggdy diet, but their disgust is intensified | inj

escape this time (without serious

4:30 Wednesday afternoen, brought the in- |

ceeds will
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ur | class ~ entertainment - will

: : - should fill the hall on that evening.
ioﬁaﬂy'bod’mudh%ﬁmgewiﬂowi@the’ms o Tk
melves to be defeated in the  negotiations{

ing through a fog o thick that'it was al-
most impossible to seé fifty yards in any
direction. : TEn
—_—
A Prisoner Eseapes.

Robert Nordcliff, a Norwegian sailor,
who was in durance vile at Port Town-
send, ¢harged with burglary, escaped
from jail on Monday noon by cutting
through the ceiling.  Nordeliff robbed
Albert Bartlett of last fall and was
awaiting trial. - The fugitive had not been
captured at last accounts.

el g
Drill Shed for the Militia.

The question of providing ‘a new and
more commodious and convenient drill
shed for the militia, brought to the atten-
tion of the council last evening by Mayor
Grant, is one that will ‘meet with ready
approval. - The present quarters at James
Bay are wholly unsuitable, and if the
force is ever to attain strength in numbers
and proficiency in drill they must be pro-
vided with proper facilities for drilling.

B :
” Smalipox Regulations.

All vessels from ports in San Francisco
Bay are compelled to stop at Port Town-
send before proceeding up Sound, and
undergo an inspection by the health offi-
cer, The revenue cutter Oliver Wolcott
has been cruising down the straits; speak-
ing vessels and’ ordering them to.Port
Townsend. = The steamer San Pedro,
from San Francisco, was the first vesgel
from San Francisco to be inspected, and
the sum of two dollars and fifty cents was
collected by the health officer, one dollar
of which he will retain.. Vessels are sub-
ject to a detention of not less than twen-
ty-four hours or more than three days by
the health officer; who has the option of
such orders.

S bugbiie
The K. de K. Goes to the Bottom,

Steamer K. de K., says the Columbian,
came to grief last night and now lies with
her bottom on the bed of the Fragerriver.
It appears that some time after-the cold
snap commenced one of the exhaust pipes
filled with water, froze and finally burst.
When the weather moderated the pipe
thawed and being below the water mark
the water ran in, and escaping through
the leak soon filled ‘the steamer and sank
her. The K. de K.-now lies in a forlorn
looking condition, her hull and upper
works being almost submerged. The water
is high in the river at present and noth-
ing can be dome to restore the K. de K.
to her former sphere of usefulness, but
when the wafer subsides again it is ex-
pected she will be floated without much
trouble.

gl Tl
Funeral of the Late Geo. Mills.

The funeral of the late George Mills
took place yesterday from his residence,
North Saanich, and was very largely at-
tended, both by neighbors and friends
from town. - The interment took place in
the cemetery attached. to the new church
of the Holy Trinity at North Saanich.
The Rev. Mr. Gregory officiated. The
two acres of land devoted to burial pur-
poses, and upon which the church stands,
formed part of the farm of the deceased
and was generously given by him to the
church, and by a singular coincidence his
was the first burial there. The pall
bearers were Coun. Braden, R. H.
Walker, J. J. Downey, J. W. Walker, E.
8. Wilkinson and Wm. J. Clarke. At
the conclusion of the solemn services the
Rev. Mr. Gregory announced that a
funeral sermon would be preached at
Holy Trinity church next Sunday
morning.

SIS el
His Latest Joke.

The latest attempt of Jas. Orr, M.P.
P., for Westminster district, to secure
town lots at Vancouver, is a novel one.
In the vld Granville town plot survey a
number of lots are laid out on paper,
which are the same istance from the
shore of the inlet. The railway line
passes at one end of these lots, some
fourteen in number, and the claim put
forward by Mr. Orr is that the grant to
the railway company only took in the
land lying within the centre of the Tail-
way track, and that the lots have never
been reserved from the time they were
advertised at $100 apiece. Therefore Mr.
Orr hus tendered at the Government
office $100 apiece for a certain number of
the lots in question, and has induced
several others to do likewise. Whether
the lots -exist or, if so, have by some
lacky chance escaped the railway company
grant is not definitely known. But if it
should prove that the provincial finances
can be added to by their disposal, it is
probable that Mr. Orr will have a chance
of bidding for them at auction.

entige T
The Mails.

No eastern mails again last night and
no intelligence as to the cause. Probably
noroad on the continent transgets its
business in so extraordinary a manner as
the O.P.R. Accidents occur, and long
after they have happened they are magni-
fied in the press, simply because the C.P.
R. officials will not allow any authentic
statement to be made of them. - No news
comes of the cause of the delay in the
transmission of mails and the public, and
more especially ‘business men, are greatly
inconvenienced in consequence. KEven at
the Post Office nothing definite is
known. It is seldom found out until
the ' Louise arrives, whether or not
or not-she carries -mails. * This is very
disgraceful and -certainly shows a great
lack of policy on the part of the C. P. R.
The aitaches of the road may imagine
they are showing a wise discretion in con-

I the "difficulties on the line, but
ublic opinion seems to express an exact-
1y opposite-view. Our Board
& very useful body and is doing fine ser-
vice to the city; it eminently comes with-
in its province to make such a protest
to the C. P R. Company-as will abolish

5 wnnqstierasﬁtgoftﬁirg

of Trade is-

pianioforte, played. a few seléctions
were followed by Miss. Gibbs - who
greatly delighted her hearers with *‘When
thie Leaves begin te Fall.” ‘“The Mounte-
bank’s: Song,” by Mr. Kent, was encored
and the - last - verse repeated. =~ A recita-
tior, ‘‘How Sockery Set the Hen,” b
Mr. Kerr, amused the - audience so muc
that they insisted upon Mr. Kerr’s reap-
pearance. ‘‘Want to Buya Cat?’ ase-
quel to his first recitation, was' then de-
livered by that gentleman. = Major Prior,
48 was to be expected,received anencore to
his song. “The Brave Old Oak,” and to
quiet the audience he was obliged to re-
peat; the last verse. A quintette, Messrs.
“Johnson, Back, Solloway and the Masters
Martens, ‘‘Sweet and Low,” was encored..
L¥st, but by no means the least, was
‘“‘Annie Laurie,”- by Prof. Sharpe. It
would be doing Prof. Sharpe an injustice
to try.and comment upon his really excel-
lent rendering of that universally known
and popular Scotch song. - In response to
an ‘encore the Professor, by special request,
gave “Nearer My God to Thee.™. Prof.
Sharpe's happy endeavors to make the
concert the success it was is greatly to be
commended, and the managing committee
are  obliged ‘to that gentleman for
his kinid services. - The chairman here
thanked the ladies and gentlemen who so
ably assisted at the concert, as also those
who, by their presence, showed their ap-
preciation of Y. M. €. A. work. ~He was
glad *to say that soon again an “At
Home” would be held in the hall. The
singing of . the - national anthem brought
the concert to a eclose.
SRS Sed S St

PERSONAL,

G. F. Kyle came over from the Sound
yesterday. .
- "J. W. Harvey and son, New Westmin-

§ ster, are in the city.

Rev. Dr. Reid returned from New
Westminster yesterday.

Hon. R. Dunsmuir goes to Nanaimo
this morning. © He will not probably re-
turn before Saturday.

Major E. G. Prior, M. P., goes to
Nanaimo to-day to. give - evidence in the
Wellington colliery explosion.

E. M. Johnson will leave for New York
to-morrew to meet Mrs. Johnsony who is
on her way to that city from England.
Mr. Johnson will return to this city,
while Mrs. Johnson goes back to Eng-
land.

W. H. Marshall, general agent of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway,
with headquarters at Portland, arrived on
the Olympian yesterday. Mr. Marshall
expects that there will be a large influx
of tourists to this part of the world dur-
ing the coming months. He reports his
line as being in good condition, and those
who have travelled over the ‘“‘river route”
between St. Paul and Chicago will readily
concede that it is a most delightful route,
besides furnishing rapid transit and su-
perb accommodations. .

B S
MARINE.

Steamer Geo. W. Elder, it is stated,
will leave San Francisco on' Friday next
for this port in place of the Umatilla.

Barks Valley Forge, Don Nicholas and
California will complete their cargoes of
lumber at Chemanius about Saturday.

Steamer Ancon, Capt. Carroll, arrived
at the outer wharf yesterday morning
from Alaska. She left again for the
Sound at 12 o’clock, noon. 2

Mr. J. Edwards, freight clerk, has
taken the place of Mr. Johnson as purser
of the Mexico for a short period, Mr.
Johnson having obtained leave of absence.

Am. ship Joseph S. Spinney is now
unloading twenty-six miles of railroad
iron at the North Seattle ocean. dock for
the Seattle, Lake Shére & Eastern rail-
way. i

Br. ship Cape Verde finished unloading

Puget Sound, on Monday, and will tow
to Hastings as soon as possible to load
lumber for Valparaiso.

Snag boat, Samson will be commissioned
to-morrow to pleeein position the buoys
on the sandheads, Fraserriver. Capt..J.
Gauden and Mr. Owens, mate of the
Douglas, will go on the Yesemite to join
her.

The U. 8. cruiser Corwin has arrived
at Port Townsend.  Several weeks ago,
while cruising outside of San Francisco in
a thick fog, she ran foul of an English
vessel which: carried away the cutter’s
foretop-gallant-mast.

A large number of vesselsare bar bound
on the Columbia river, among which are
several passenger steamers. - It is prob-
ably this cause that is detaining the
steamer Idaho, which is over due at this
port, on her way to Alaska.

R, o T AR

B. C. MUNICIPALITIES.

To THE EpIrror:—Can you inform me
what. municipalities in B.C. outside of
Victoria, Vancouver, Nanaimo and New
Westminster are represented by a reeve
and councillors ? B TouRrist.

Victoria, Jan. 31st, 1888,

[One on the Island, Cowichan, and six
on the Mainland, viz: Richmond, Delta,
Surrey, ME::ipI]e Ridge, Langley and Chilli-

whack.

Eugene Zimmerman, formerly director
of the Fidelity National Bank at Cincin-
nati, who was in London when indicted
by the U. 8. grand jury for complicity in
the bﬁmm&tions of mtdhat bauk, has S::
turned. e appeared before Judge Sage
and pleaded not guilty and gave bonds for
$20,000. 2rend .

In a match game of billards at Milwau-
kee between Schaeffer and Carter Tues-
day night, Schaeffer made the largest run
on record, scoring 284 points in the
seventh and last inning, game. The
largest run over made by Schaeffer before

was 230 points: he beat his own record by

54 points,

or-| mates, having been prom

her cargo of railroad iron at Smith’s Cove, |

receive the :'pgom o%'
ty of the council |
ity for delay

I remain, Dear. il
= You;'sslxlrm_ulﬂr
B.W.PRARSE.
Coun, Coughlan said he did not see’

lue | What else the ceuncil could -do but accept
| the resignation.

“The| Coun. Braden said he would not bave

He moved ' to that ef-

accused Coun. Pearse of ing a false
‘hood if he had not stated that the water
icommissioner - refused to toﬁiw the: esti-

i nob to do so

r certain councillors. * The eommissioner
ould stand by what he said at the special

and | meeting. * He would second the motion.

?Inn' jus said he was very so
. Pearse had resigned, as he ;?;
a very painstaking gentlemam - -

‘Coun. Kelly thought that Coun. Pearse
should be asked to reconsider the step he
had taken. 3 :

The Mayor said he was extremely. sor-
ry, a8 Coun. Pearse bhad always tried to
do his duty. :

Coun. Harris said if he was included in
the majority whé had kept back informa-
tion, as Coun. Pearse had stated in his
letter, he would state that he had never
done so.  The councillor thought that
Mr. Pearse should not have taken the
step he had, as men must expect to be
opposed. ‘

Coun. Coughlan asked his Worship to
request the water commissioner if he
would tell the council whether or not he
had refused to grant the estimatesre-
quired. ]

His worship said that information had
been refused and it was on file,

Coun. Coughlan said the only objeet he
could see in asking for the information
was to delay the construction of the new
watber scheme.

The commissioner said he had always
given the information required, except on
the occasion when members of the water
committee came.to him to know the esti-
mates of the Albion Iron Works contract,
when he could net give them as they were
not complete. He had not been prompted
by any couacillors not to give the infor-
mation required.

The resignation was then accepted.

His worship eaid that it weuld now be
the duty of the council to take steps for
the election of a new councillor. The law
provides that the electio . shall take place
ten days after the resignation,

Coun, Harris moved that the nomina-
tion take place at the city hall on Friday
the 10th instant, and the election on the-
13th, and that the returning officer, Mr.
Bull, be notified. Coun. Braden seconded
and the motion was carried.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Coun. Coughlan rose to a question of
privilege and stated that he was reported
in the Standard as haying said that he was
in favor of putting thewby-law before the
people.

His worship said the gentleman who
was reporting for the Standard came to
him the next day and asked if he had bet-
ter make a correction, and he had told
him he did not think so. The mayor did
not think the mistake an intentional one.

Coun. Coughlan—Well, I am satisfied
now that it was not, but how comes it
that I was misreported in the Times the
next evening, for a more mixed up report
I never saw.

His Worship—Humph! I don’t know
anything about that.

COMMUNICATIONS,

From John P. Elford, asking permis-
sion to move the building accupied by the
late Sheriff Harris; granted.

From J. Hunter, superintendent of the
E. & N. Railway, submitting that the E.
& N. Railway propose to construct the
new railway building of timber, covered
with corrugated- iron, the front of the
building being on- Store street, being
built of stone and brick, and asking per-
mission to do so; granted.

From R. Finlaison, notifying the coun-
cil that unless the space under the old
bridge in the north part of the city is
filled up sickness will be the result, and
requesting that the ditch on the south
side of Queen’s avenue to the Bridge Tav-
ern, be extended to Goverment street;
referred to the street committee and. city
Surveyor.

From W. 8. Gore, Surveyor-General,
acknowledging the receipt of a letier re-
garding that portion of Dallas road, ex-
tending from the southeast boundary to
Ross Bay cemetery being placed in a pro-
per state of repair.

Coun. Styles did not consider this an
answer to the letter sent by the council.

On motion the letter was received and
filed.

From forty-seven ratepayers of Cook,
North Park and Pioneer streets, asking
the council te reconsider their intentions
of removing part of the electric light from
the corner of North Park and Cook
streets; referred to the electric light com-
mittee to report.

From residents of Rock Bay, calling
attention to the impassable state of Bay
Avenue, and asking that it be graded; re-
ferred to the street committee to report.

From fourZratepayers of Third street,
Work estate, calling attention to the im-
passable state of that street; referred to
the street committee m »wer to act.

From _ratepayers, ing attention to
the bad State ofyFernwood-road, and ask-
ing that it be repaired; referred to the
street committee to report.

From eight ratepayers, asking that the
culvert en Drake street be lowered; re-
ferred to the street committee to report.

From ten ratepayers, calling attention
to the state of Superior street and asking
that the street be placed in proper condi-
tion for traffic and that asidewalk be laid;
referred to the street committee with
power to act.

From residents of St. James street,
James bay, asking that certain improve-
ments be made; referred to the street
committee.

From the Victoria Electric Illuminat-
ing Co., applying for permission to extend
their system by erecting poles between
certain streets; referred to the street com-
mittee to report. 1

'REPEAL OF A BY-LAW. .

Coun. Coughlan moved the introduc-
tion of & by-law to repeal by-law 61, and
that it'be read a first time. ' Coun: Bra-
.. On:being put-it was declared a tie vote.

-Mayor int ‘said he-was mnow in a
position where he could cast his vote, and
he would: cast " his vobe against the intro-
duction of the by-law. (Applause.)

p THE STERL MAIN.

Coun. Styles moved a resolution re-
questing Mayor Grant to attach the cor-
porate seal to the contract with the Al-
bion Iron Works, for constructing and
laying the steel main. The mover stated
that in the motion he had endeavored to
incorporate -everything possible to hasten
the construction of the work. ¥

Mayor Grant. said he would inform
Coun. - Styles before proceeding further
that he would aid him in bringing this
resolution before the council. The coun-
cil could not order him to do anything.
If Coun. Styles would change his motion
50 as to read ‘‘that the clerk attach the
seal” it would be all right. But they had
no right to order him to do so. He would
not take upon himself the responsihility
of attaching the seal, but they had the
power to order the city clerk todo so.

Coun. Styles said that he understood
Mayor Grant to say at a previous meeting
that he would do anything the majority of
the council requested him to do.

Mayor Grant—Legally.

Coun. Styles altered the motion to read
ag follows: ‘‘That the contract for laying
and constructing the 16-inch steel main
be awarded to the Albion Iron- works as
per tender read to the council on Monday
Jan. 30th, 1888; and that the legal advis-
er be instructed to prepare the contract,
and, if approved by the council, that the
clerk of the council be requested to attach
the seal of the ccrporation to the same.”

The motion was then put and carried
on the following division.

Yeas—Couns. Braden, Harris, Styles,
Coughlan, Powell. .

Nays—Couns. Vigelins, Wilson and
Kelly.

AN OVERDRAFT. i

Coun. Harris gave notice that he would
move at the next meeting for power to
contract an overdraft at the bank.

WATER COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIP.

CGoun. Powell moved that Coun. Braden
be appointed to fill the chairmanship of
the water committee.

Coun. Braden thought that the matter
should be left in the hands of his worship.
He felt that he would act justly ia the
matter.

The question here dropped.

PERMANENT AUDITOR.

The finance committee brought in a re-
port recommending the appointment of
a . permanent auditor and annexed . a
memorandum of his duties, which would
greatly facilitate the work of the city.

STREET I MPROVEMENTS.

The street committee reported, recom-
mending that a tea-foot sidewalk be laid
on the south side of Chatham street from
Blanchard to Quadra street, and asix-
foot sidewalk on the south side of
Chatham street between Douglas and
Blanchard streets; that a sidewalk be laid
on the mnorth side of Fort street
from the termination of that already
laid to the city boundary; that the
sidewalk ‘on the west side of Menzies
street from corner of Belleville street to
the corner of Quebec street, and thence
along the north side of Quebec street be
graded and a sidewalk laid; that a box
drain be laid on the north side of Pandora
street from Quadra to Cook street; that a
drain be laid on the south side of Fort
street from Moss street 200 feet west-
ward; that plans and specifications be pre-
pared and tenders called for grading and
gravelling Ellice street from Rock Bay
avenue to Bridge street.

Report adopted.

POLICE REPORT.

The police committee reported on the
case of Officer Hawton, and stated that
he had been suspended for two weeks for
allowing a prisoner to escape.

Report adopted.

THE CONTRACT.

Coun. Styles moved that Drake,
Jackson & Helmcken be requested to
prepare the contract for the steel main
with the Albion Iron Works and submit
it to the council, as early before Wednes-
day next as possible. Secended by Coun.
Coughlan and carried.

THE SEA DRIVE.

Coun. Harris moved that the mayor
and members of the council confer  with
the city members and the govermment
in regard to the construction of a drive-
way along the beach to the summit of
Mount Tolmie. ' Carried.

THE POUNDKEEPER LOSES HIS HORSE.

Coun. Powell said' that the poundkeep-
erin the discharge of his duties had lost
a valuable horse, and gave notice that he
would move at the next meeting that he
be reimbursed to the extent of $75. The
horse lost was worth $125. :

MILITIA DRILL SHED.

His Worship referred to the desirability
of providing a new drill shed for the local
militia, and stated that it was the practice
in the east for cities to furnish a site
while the Dominion Government erected
suitable buildings. The site at present
occupied by the Yates street skating rink
had been suggested, and he himself
thought it a very desirable one.

Coun. Braden moved, seconded by
Coun. Coughlan, that his Worship appoint
a committee tu report upon a suitable site
for such a drill shed. - Carried.

His WOH}“%I; named Couns. Braden,
Coughlan and Vigelius, and stated that he
ould assist as far as he could.

After some little further discussion the
Council adjourned.
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Joshus Davies, sworn, stated that he
was an auctioneer and commission mer-
chant; at the commencement of the pres-
ent  year had' transaction with Atwell

ing; purchased his business of fancy

bazaar for $8,000; $1,500 in cash,

500 on note at 90 days; paid it to E.
M. Johuson, his- agent, on 2nd January,
1888, the date of the transaction;received
a bill of sale executed by Arwell King;
Mr. Wilson drew. the hill of sale; after
'bill of Sale wasksigned and mémoy paid, 1
went - with Atwell King;. my solicitor,
Strouss and King were present when |
took possession; $8,000 I considered only
a fair price; intended carrying on the
business as a retail and wholesale busi-
ness, and after three months to sell at
auction, together with some stock of my
own; after I was in possession the sheriit
came in almost immediately after I com-
menced to sell the goods; the sheriff madc
a seizure  and  took - possession of
the goods I = bought from Atwell
King ; the  bill of ‘sale was the
only document transferring the goods:
E. M. Johnson as agent handed over the
bill of sale; the bill of sale was signed i1
Chas. Wilson’s office; E. M. Johnson re-
ceived the money in the presence of At-
well King; took possession immediately
after signing the document.

Cross-examined by Mr. Mills—E. M.
Johnson and Mr. S. Strouss offered the
goods to me; Johnson asked if I would
like to buy a stock of goods; I said yes,
if there is any money in it; he said it
was worth $16,000, would take $8000;
am on friendly terms with Mr, Strouss;
bad no further conversation on Saturday;
went to the store but King was not there;
afterwards called on Johnson and arrang-
ed to buy the stock later in the day;
afterwards saw King who produced his
stock list, also memo. of merchandise
account showing balance after allowing
for sales, including store fixtures of $14,-
000 or $15,000; took -about ten minutes
to examine the stock; did mot know
Strouss was a crediter; did not see Mr.
Green; told King T would probably pur-
chase; when I made up my mind I told
Johnson about - 2:30. on Saturday ;
not, Strouss: did net tell Strouss my 1nten-
tion to purchase the stock; examined the
stock; it was prior to the 3rd; took King's
word that the stock list was correct:
Strouss and E. M. Johnson were both
present when the bill of sale was executed;
don’t know what Strouss was there for;
met Strouss during the afternoon; during
afternoon - saw . Strouss several times:;
knew that a portion of the proceeds of the
sale would go to Strouss; considered
Strouss had an interest in the sale; heard
that Garesche, Green & Co. and Strouss
were suing King; heard this on Saturday;
don’t know who paid Mr. Wilson for his
services; made no claim; don’t know
whether the others paid Wilson; went to

Wilson was not at his office; 2nd Janu-
ary was a holiday; had arranged with
Johnson and King that I should complete
the business on Monday; I paid not
single cent to King; I paid King through
his “agent; can produce the cheque
paid to E. Johnson ;  com
pleted matters on 2nd January; ad-
vertised - property for sale; prepared
advertisement. The day after (the 5rl
inst.) I inserted advertisement; there was
no stated time; ordered it out some days
ago because lawsuit was going on; 1 gave
note to  E. M. Johnson at the tine o
signature to the bill of sale; King was
present; King made no objection to my
giving notes to his agent.  Note was cn
dorsed by E. C. Baker; note payable t
E, C. Baker; King’s name does not ap
pear; left Wilson’s office on the nicht of
2nd January after 9 or 10 o’clock; when
we left Wilson’s went with King, John
son, Strouss and Wilson to King's store:
Look possession and then left; don’t kuow
whether Johnson and Strouss went awa,
remember meeting King on 3rd January
he wanted a promise from me; did no:
promise to make him a present if
made a good sale of the stock; did no:
hear any conversation about the cost of
writs; positively deny making any prow
ise to King; ‘told him he or anybody clsc
could buy the stock; thought the g
aight by worth $14,000 or $15,000; had
agreed to employ King at $100 per montl::
1 suggested this.

Re-examined by Mr. Davie—Object iu
employing King was not to have any sud
den change in the business; Mills was
King’s solicitor; understood that Kin
was being sued ; Wilson was my solicitor:
employed Wilson on my own account; ir
quently dealt with agents before; my plan
was to have sold en bloc or in thre
months; profit probably, if sold at auction,
about $1,000, besides moving off my own
stuff; I heard Mills was acting for King on
the Saturday about 2:30 or 8; don’t know
what advice he got from Mills; Johnson
told me King had: goue to Mills; never
heard what advice Mills gave him; never
heard that Mills had advised that if the
transfer was carried out it would be a
fraud.

Charles Wilson, examjned by Mr.
Davie—Am a barrister; acted for Joshua
Davies; was instructed by him to make
bill of sale on te Monday; took his in-
structions; Davies said it would be neces-
sary for Johnson to peruse it; Johnson
examined the draft and did not approve
of it; had to draw it up afresh, which I
did and was engaged up to 10 o’clock p.
m., when the document was signed;
Davies, Strouss, King and Johnson were
present with me; afterwards wepnt with
Davies to King’s store and took possession;
Davies locked the doorand came with me;
Mr. Davies locked the door and put the
key in his pocket; the first time I saw the
advertisement was in the Times on the
evening of the ‘3rd January; the same
advertiséement appeared in THE CoroNIST
of the 4th;- the only person instructing
me was Mr. Davies.

To Mr. Mills-=Mr. E. M. Johnson ob-
jected to the way in which consideration
was stated; it really amounted to the same
thing though; I t{mught it was better
stated in the first; there was no conver-
sation about law costs in wy office; have
no recollection of helding a conversation
with:Mr. King; heard Garesche, Green &
Co.’s and Strouss & Co.’s glaims mention-
ed; did not see Mr. E. M. Johnson before
seeing Mr. Davies; Mr. i
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