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Lﬁhtiest Conflict Ever -

British Line Holds.

gITISH MACHINE GUNS
DO TERRIBLE EXECUTION.

FEARFUL CARNAGE.

tish Headquarters in France,
(via Reuter’s Ottawa
mncy),.-Last even?ng the gl;ea
an offensive Was proceeding.
fhe weather is glorious but deﬁn?te
jdnils are still unobtainable. Despite
our giving ground under the unpre-
I codented weight of men and guns tl%e
ageny gains are nowhere of strategic
importance- The withdrawal every-
ghere was carried out in an ordef'ly
panner after exacting a fearful price
yom the enemy. Our airmen repoTt
fhe ground to the enemy’s rear 1s
with German corpses. It has
jeen moted that all the attacking
froops have been clad*in new uni-
forms and it will be remembered in
fis connection that Von Hindenburg
asted he would be in Paris by A[.n'il
it Anyway he is certaindlyt.essaymg
ak through in record time, an
: ‘::1: divisions melt away under the
{yrrents of our shells, fresh ones are
fmg in. Forty enemy divisions, in-
| duding four of the Guards, had been
ilentified in the front line of attack
by Thursday night, and already some
o the enemy troops have been reliey-
o, Responsible quarters are grati-
fod at tbe magnificent manner in
which our troops are withstanding
the ordeal. Not a single division has
filled or faltered. Against one sector
of ten thousand yards it has been es-
timated that the Germans employed’
me gun for every fifteen yards, not
wunting trench mortars. It is note-
vorthy that some actual retirements
on our front have been made only up-
on orders, after the troops had held
the trenches intact through the whole
of the first day’s assault. The first
fmse waves of Thursday’s attack
we frequently held up by our 'wire.
Tk Germans halted and hacked. their
Wy through whilst our riflemen and
guners were making veritable
 shambles of the ground. The enemy
fonght with sturdy vigor, for it was
their picked divisions which were par-
ticipating. Our airmen are doing
valiant service, flying low and attack-
ing enemy flying formations who are
[l dtacking our trenches with machine
§ms. At one place eight German di-
[l vislons attacked on a front held by
éight baitalions and our front line has
been destroyed by weight of metal,
but the supports achieved a great de-
fence and not only held the enemy
bt compelled his withdrawal. On
Thursday evening three divisions of
Germans lost 2 certain number of
B8 through entering our barrage.
688 shells have been largely used and
;Zreh:ve been 'employing projectors,
Y neutralizing the whole effect
"fﬂi__enemy'g batteries.

Bri

s

a

AIRMEN AID ARMIES.

LONDON, To-Day.
British aircraft during the fighting
:;:: the front in France, Thursday,
Materially the infantry forces
W, killing or wounding many Ger-
BaS with machine guns while fly-
at a low altitude, according to a
8h  statement issued to-night
ing With aviation. In addition,
h aircraft bombed important
Positions behind the enemy’s
anf! aviators accounted for many
_911 l.n battles in the air. The com-
on follows: Mist over the
o0 Thursday morning cleared
,"y., but z?t most places the weath-
Unsuitable for Jow flying. The
¥'s attacking troops and rein-
te!:s on the front offered ex-
. Tgets to the pilots of our
08 machines poured many
eanic»t rounds into them caus-
Nsiderable casualties. Our
gi::;hme! algo attacked these
. dition to bombing import-
0;"{: on the battle front and
i mbs  were dropped. A
of the fighting occurred at
in which 16 hostile ma-
:::;e? and six driven
. ol. A hostile bal-
.“ol:“:'n!:yﬁfd by one of our
ot iy !l.;;y :ow flying plane
s 03: 11:?“ bes; our
achines ar
During the night eight ﬂy?
- the southern area of
€re unable to leave the

to'the mist, In the

£ii

northwest of Tournai. All our ma-

chines returned.

STILL RETAINS LEADERSHIP.

LONDON, To-day.

Herbert Asquith, former Premier,
‘made it plgin to-day that he doesn’t
consider that Mr. David Lloyd George
succeeded him to the leadership of the
Liberal Party. This statement was
made in the course of a strong speech
before a gathering of Liberals at
Derby, in which constituency As-
quith’s son, Raymond, was a candi-
date for the House when Kkilled in ac-
tion, Sept. 16th, 1917. It is ten years
now since by ycur free choice I was
pominated leader of the Liberal Party,
said Asquith, and I have not resigned
that position and I'm not aware" that
I have been deposed. Until the tinte
comes when my natural faculties de-
sert me, of which event, I will no
doubt receive timely warning from
my candid friends, I have no intention
of relinquishing the leadership of the
party.

THE WEEK’S TOLL.

LONDON, To-day.
British casualties for the week end-
ing Thursday, aggregated 3,367, divid-
ed as follows: Officers killed or died
of wounds 76; men 619; officers
wounded or missing 215; men 2,657.

THE GERMAN OBJECT.

MOSCOW, Mar. 19.

(By Associated Press.)—Notwith-
standing that peace with Germany
has been ratified by the Congress of
Workmen and Soldiers’ Delegates, the
German advance in Russia still con-
tinues, the evacuation of Petrograd
having served only to change the Ger-
man objective to Moscow. According
to reports printed in the papers this
morning, the Germans are moving
toward Moscow from three directions,
southwest and northwest. From the
§southwest they recently have advanc-
ied 25 miles from Konotop, Province of
Tchernigov, in the general direction
{of Bryansk, which is 235 miles from
Moscow by railway. From the west
the Germans are appreaching Smol-
jensk which is about 250 miles from
Moscow. In the northwest, they have
captured the station of Rosenavskayi
ni Government of Vitebsk. An order
to evacuate hospitals and other insti-
. tutions in Johsk, 100 miles from Mog-
cow, indicates that further German
advance is considered imminent by
' the Government. The government of
Poltava, Kharkova and Tchernigov
have all been declared in a state of
siege by the Kkraine Government. In
an effort to save Kharkov and to pre-
vent any further advance by the Aus-
trians, supporting Ukraine Bourgeois
raids, M. Tcherichem of the Bolshe-
vik Foreign Office in a statement to-
day says, Soveit Government is ne-
gotiating informally with the Ukraine
for peace and that he hopes formal
negotiations will open shortly.

RUSSIAN SHIPPING.

~ LONDON, To-Day.

A despatch to the Daily Mail from
Tokio, dated Tuesday, says the news-
paper Kokamin Shimbun announces
that Admiral Knight, Commander of
the United States Asiatic Fleet, has
purchased all the shipping on the
Russian coast, which totals 650,000
tons. Admiral Knight is now at
Vladivostok.

PURCHASES

BRUSSELS FINED.

LONDON, To-Day.
A despatch from Amsterdam says
the city of Brussels, Belgium, has

recent demonstration by
ish agitators.

FRENCH PREMIER SATISFIED.
PARIS, To-day.

a few minutes in the Chamber of De-
puties last night aad told the Deputies
that the news he had received from

most satisfactory impression.

NOT FOR LONG.

LONDON, To-day.
Bulletin. The War Office announc-
es that powerful enemy attacks, de-
livered with; great weight of infantry
and -artillery, has broken through the

been fined two million marks for a'f
anti-Flem-’

Premier ' Clemenceau appeared tor’

the British Headquarters gave him l.'

Sosa B 3 X X g PR T T TR e T ¢
British defensive system west of St.

Quentin.

HEADQUARTERS REPORT.

BRITISH HEADQUARTERS IN
FRANCE.—By the Associated Press:
British troops between the Scarpe and
the Oise have fallen back in places,
but the British General had foreseen
this eventuality and made his prepara-
tions accordingly. In the face of a
great attack, it is not only impossible,
but quite unsound, to attempt to hold
the front line trenches everywhere.
Good defensive tactics usually aim at
organizing resistance, so that the fur-
ther the enemy advances the strong-
er will be the opposition he meets.
Taking the situation as a whole the
British are well satisfied with the re-
sults of the first stage of the fight-
ing though they undoubtedly lost sev-

‘| eral ruined villages, and the Germhans

will probably make much of their cap-
ture; but the defenders have held on
amazingly well and worked terrible
slaughter among the attackers.

The fighting to-day was the greatest
in intensity on two sectors, ome
northwest of Cambrai, and-the other
southwest; the fighting on the north-
ern front was about Bullecourt, while
Hargicourt is the southern centre.
A bright sun came out at midday and
the airmen were most active, the
British aviators flying at very low
altitudes and using their machine
guns against the opposing infantry.
Before he attacked to-day, on the ‘sec-
tor between the Canal Du Nord and
Croiselles, on the northern battle
front, the Germans for four hours
smothered the British with every con~
ceivable form of hate which a gun
could throw. The enemy depended
largely upon large numbers of trench
mortars to cut the wire entangle-
ments. The British have had warn-
ing that the Germans would use great
quantities of gas shells. This proved
true, although there was nothing new
in the type of gas, and the British gas
masks appear to have been most ef-
fective. The British Tommies and
their officers fought for hours with
their gas masks on, but even this
drawback could not dampen their ju-
bilation at the havoc they caused as
the German infantry presented itself
in the form of point blank targets.
Nine German divisions negotiated the
assault in this section but they met
with strenuous resistance. British
machine-gunners did terrible execu-
tion as the Germans moved forward
the same as on Thursday. The Ger-
‘mans to-day depended on tremendous
artillery bombardments and massed
attacks, with great numbers of troops
to achieve results, and at least forty
German Divisions have been identified
and the German artillery concentra-
tion is the greatest that has been seen
in the west. It is reported that in one
section the Germans came across NO
Man’s Land in regular formation and
gaps in the ramks were quiekly f}ued
in to present a solid front.

The Germans were said to have

%\

LET US FILL YOUR OR-
DERS FROM FRESH
SUPPLIES.

ELLIS &CO.,

Limited.

203 Water Street.

s
H

Fresh New York Turkeys.

Fresh New York Chicken.

Fresh N. Y. Corned Beef,
Rounds Corned Beef.

New Currants,

FRESH COD FISH.
FRESH HERRING.
FRESH CAPLIN.

Buckwheat.
Graham Flour.,

Quaker Oats.
Cream of Wheat.

FINNAN HADDIES.
FRESH KIPPERS,

Faced Evaporated Apricots.
Faced Evaporated Pears.
Faced Evaporated Peaches.
Faced Prunes.

BAKEAPPLES in Tins.

Canned Lobster.
Canned Salmon.
Canned Halibut.

Canned Cod Tongues,
Skipper Sardines.

; French Sardines.

| Norwegian Lax. ;
Anchovy paste, ! |
Shrimp Paste. bg
Salmon Paste. '
Cove Oysters.

Boneless Cod Fish.

Flaked Cod Fish.

Remember Our
- "Phone, 482 and 786
t.
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stopped when they res
wire, and to have cut it by hand under
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and artillery. Howaver, their part is

Germans advanced in more dense for-
mation than ever before, and natural-
ly suffered grievous . casualties. Six
German Divisions, Thursday, delivered
a very heavy attack against the Brit-
ish south of St. Quentin, and despite
the fact that the enemy had a superi-
ority in numbers the British hung
doggedly to their posts throughout the
day, and it was only after the Ger-
mans had stopped the assault that
the British withdrew their lines,
somewhat, in order to give them pro-
tection by means of the Oise 'River
and the flooind ground around ijt. A
further attack here will be extremely
costly ‘to the enemy.

BOMBS PARIS.

PARIS, To-Day.

At nine o’clock to-night a group of
enemy airplanes crossed the lines and
a number of bombs were dropped on
Champagne and different towns in
that region. Several machines ad-
vanced further to the South but were
forced to turn back by the fire of the
French artillery. The alarm was im-
mediately given in Paris and a half
hour later the “all clear” signal was
sounded.

NOTHING LEFT UNDONE.

LONDON, To-day.

The German newspapers reflect a
feeling of confidence concerning the
praesnt oprations in th Wst though
the seriousness of the moment is re-
cognized, according to Dutch news-
paper agencies, says an Exchange
Telegraph despatch from Amsterdam.
The German newspapers insist that
the military and political leaders of
the Central Powers have left nothing
undone to spare their people this ter-
rible blood bath.

Nfid. Seo'ch
Cured Herring.

While the herring trade of New
York has been staggered by the loss
of the s.s. Florizel, which sank off the
coast of Newfoundland with a cargo
of 6,000 barrels of herring, probably
most of it Scotch cured, there has
been no tendency to take advantage
of the market situation here, which at
present is critical, Th.re is a limited
supply in the hands of merchants and
jobbers and a good demand in . evi-
dence, yet sales of the week have been
on the basis of former quotations, the
ruling price for well-packed stocks
being $28. This price has been ex-
ceeded in a few ingtances, especially
for fancy goods, but in the develop-
ment of the market following its com-
plete demoralization early in the week
it has been noted that jobbers eviden-
ced a willingness to buy almost with-
out regard for prices in some cases.
In the face of this condition, which is
distinctly favorable to the seller, the
small lots that changed hands were,
almost without deviation, at the quo-
tations which have prevailed. What
the future will bring about is still a
matter of speculation. Some hold
| that prices will soar to $32 and $35,
while others appear content to take a
fair profit on their goods and to sell
regardless of the future supply. It
is probable, however, that unless a
steamer brings further supplies here
in the immediate future, there will
be a clean-up of stocks and therefore
a higher and stronger market. There
is still.a fair quantity of Scotch cured
and Norwegian style herring held on
the West Coast, and some of this has
been offering here at fairly reasonable
prices. It is reported that New York
merchants have been offering $16 a
barrel for the Scotch stocks. Of
course, this stock cannot be moved
at present, but will be held at the out-
port station until the waters of New-
foundland are again opened to navi-
! gation. A schooner load of herring
, came into.the market this week, con-
signed to two firms here. No prices
have been made on this as yet.—N.Y.
 Fishing Gazette, March 2nd.

‘Holds First e
Confirmation Service.

His Lordship Bishop White held
his first confirmation service in the
Cathedral last evening at 7.30. The
service was a special one in order
that 16 volunteers might receive the
laying on of hands before going over-
seas. The address of the Bishop was
a very impressive one and was much
appreciated by the candidates as well
as the large’ congregation present.
! Rev. Mr. Fletcher acted as Chaplain,
Ewmle. Rey. Mr. Clayton, Chaplain for
:the Regiment, presented the candi-
dates. Rev. J. Brinton and Rev. Bar-
ton of Queen’s College, was also pre-
sent and occupied seats in the Chan-
cel.
|
|

Orporto Message.

ceived at the Board of Trade from
Oporto:

. Last
Week.
Stocks (Nfid.) .. ..37,070 56,693
Consumption .. .. .. 9,166 13,512
Entered: Virginia; Outside: - Dicta-
tor, Hsperance.

-'This
W

reached the barbed
a heavy fire from rifles, machine guns|’

not verified, but it is certain that the

Parcel Post.

OUR BOYS AT THE
FRONT.

oot

The reduced rates for par-
cels despatched to members
of the Royal Naval Reserve
and the Royal Newfound-
land Regiment will hereaf-
ter apply to all parcels sent
to the relatives or friends of
residents of Newfoundland
on active service with any
British, Canadian or Ameri-
can units.

OUTPORT POSTMAST-
ERS WILL PLEASE
TAKE NOTICE.

The reduced rates are as
follows:

Not exceeding 3 Ibs. ...16c.
Over 3 lbs. and not ex-
ceeding 7 lbs. .. .. ..32¢.

Over 7 lbs. and not ex-
ceding 11 lbs. .. .. ..48c.

J. ALEX. ROBINSON,

Postmaster-General.
mar20,3i,eod

Now Landing :

200
Barrels

Atlas

Cement.
H.J.Stabb & Co.

* Insure with the

QUEEN,

the Company having the largest
number of Poiicy Holders in
Newfoundland.
Every eatisfaction given in
settling iosses.
Office: 167 Water Street.
Adrain Bldg. P. O. Box 782.

Telephone 648,
QUEEN INS. €0,

GEO. H. HALLEY,

Agent,

LONDON DIREGTORY,

(Published Annually)

ENABLES traders throughout the

English World to communicate direct
with ‘
MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS
in each class of goods. Besides be-
ing a complete commercial guide to
London ard its suburbs the Directory
contains lists of

" EXPORT MERCHANTS

with the goods they ship, and the
Colonial and Foreign Markets they
supply; ’

STEAMSHIP LINES
arranged under the Ports to which
they sail, and indicating the approxi-
mate sailings;

PROVINCIAL TRADE NOTICES
of leading Manufacturers, Merchants,
etc., in the leading provincial towns
and industrial centres of the United
Kingdom.

A copy of the current edition will
be forwarded, freight paid, on re-
ceipt of Postal Orders for 26s.
Dealers seeking Agencies can ad-
vertise their trade cards for £1, or
larger advertisements from £3,

The London Directory,
Company, Ltd.,

25, Abchurch Lame, Lendon, E.C.

BODY UNIDENTIFIED.—~The body
of one of the victims of the Florizel,
which yesterday was claimed to be
that of R. J. Fowler, still rests at the
morgue unidentified. W. J. Fowler,
brother and Mrs. Fowler, mother of
the late R. J. Fowler, viewed the body
yesterday and are confident it is mnot
the person they seek.

MINARD’S LINIMENT CURE'S,
3 __ DISTEMPEK.

= on b it

MINARD’S LINIMENT CURES GAR-

(is made from

Il BROOKS' BABY BARLEY

8- K

whole Barley)

especially recommended for
Infants and Invalids.

WHOLE EGG (Powdered)

one pound equal in volume to 4 doz. eggs.

CORN MEAL.
(Yellow and White.)

GRAHAM FLOUR.
BUCKWHEAT.
CREAM OF WHEAT.
GRAPE NUTS.
FORCE.
CORN FLAKES.
RICE FLAKES.
SHREDDED
WHOLE WHEAT
BISCUITS.

BACON—
Beechnut, Fidelity,
Premium, C. Rapids.
MARMALADE—
Shiraff’s and Wag-
staff’s, in 1 1b. and
2 Ib. glass and 7 Ib.
tins.
JAMS—
Hartley’s, Linder’s,
Wagstaff, Blue Rose
SOUPS—Campbell’s,
Heinz, Lazenby’s,
Morton’s.
CRISCO—1'; 1b. and 3
1b. tins.

-

BOWRING BROTHERS, Limited,

St. Johnm’s.
=0=

LENSES

ARE MORE BECOMING THAN
FLAT LENSES.

The edges of Toric Lenses do
not show as prominently as
those of flat lenses. They fit in
close to your eyes. You will find
Torics much more becoming and
useful. They give you a wider,
clearer field vision. You should
know about Toric Lenses. Let
us explain them.

R. H. TRAPNELL,

Eyesight Specialist.
St. John’s,

Here and There.

PRICES AT OPORTO.—Minister «f
Marine and Fisheries has received
the following message from Oporto:
Large 61 to 66 shillings; Small from
56 to 60 shillings.

POLICE COURT.—Three men from
the schooner Grace Darling were in
court this morning charged with re-
fusing duty on board their ship. Mr.
Gibbs appeared for the defendants
and Mr. McNeily for plaintiff. Owing
to some investigation necessary, the
case was delayed, but will be disposed
of later in the day.

He Resis from
gis Labers.

The funeral of the late James Mc-
Coubrey, whose body was recovered
at Cappahayden a few days ago, took
place yesterday afternoon and was
largely attended. Representatives of
Lodges Dudley and Empire S.0.E.
preceded the hearse, as did also a de-
putation of the St. Andrew’s Lodge,
Masonic Order.

The deceased was a Past President
of Dudley Lodge, S.O0.E., and repre-
sented his Lodge at a gathering of
the Grand Lodge of North America,
held at Halifax about a year ago. He
was also. senior warden of St. An-
drew’s Masonic Lodge, and was held
in the highest esteem by the brethren
of both societies. The service for the
burial of the dead was taken at the
graveside by Rev. Canon Feild and
interment was at the General Pro-
testant Cemetery. At the conclusion
of the prayers the last fraternal hon-
ors were reverently given by both so-
cieties.

Card of Thanks.

Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Gittleson and the
family of the late C. H. Miller desire
to thank their friends in the city and
all over the island for the many tele-
grams and letters of condolence re-
ceived. Also to offer to the Brethren
of the Masonic (Lodge Tasker) and
Odd Fellows Societies their sincere
thanks for the Kkindly resolutions of
sympathy expressed by them.—advt,1i

fiere and There.

GOVERNOR AND SUITE RETURN.
—The Governor and suite who had
been visiting Harbor Grace and Car-
bonear, reached the city by private
car attached to the local express,
which arrived at 12.20 p.m. to-day.

AT REST.—AIll that was mortal of
the late Jack Parsons, who lost his
life in the recent miarine disaster,
was laid to rest yesterday afternoon
in the General Protestant Cemetery.
The funeral was very largely attend-
ed, the officiating clergymen being
Rev. Dr. Curtis and Rev. D. B. Hem-
meon.
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