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PORK COMMISSION
IS DOWN TO WORK

Prof. Day, of Guelph Agricultural
College, Contributes Important
Evidence of General Nature.

For some time the farmers of Al-
rta have felt that the business oi
feeding and ‘marketing ecattle and
ge is in a very unsatisfactory con-
m. The question was frequently
cussed before the Alberta Farmers’
«sociation -and finally at the insti-
tion of that body the Alberta gov-
cIUmeE 5 2
to investig
with the be-c-f md atry 'Nw hppf com-
I n sat for the taking of evidence
ithout this tmm last year. In the
which this body presented to
overnment, was. & recommenda-
that a pork packing plant be es-
bl'ched somewhere between Fdmon-
n and Calgary, and that of this
plant m.- government assume entire
ontrol. The Alberta Farmers’ as-
sociation eXxpected that the govern-
ment would aet on this clause of the
eport at the last session of the
House, The government, however,was
disposed to think that more informa-
tion =hould be gathered as to the pork
ndustry in particular and made pro-
sion. during the session for the ap-
pointing of a pork ecommission. An
yrder in couneil to this effect was pas-
sed in Calzary recently, and the eom-
misisoners at once began preliminary
obecrvations prior to their first public
<sitting, which was held in the office
oi the secretary of the board of trade
this morming.

.

Scone of the Commission.
The Royal Commission reads in
part as follows:

Upon the recommendation of fha
Honorable the Minister of Agricul-
ture, dated July 2nd, 1908, the execu-
tive couneil advises that a ~commis-
sion composed of Richard Wallace,
farmer, of High River; James Bower,
farmer, of Red Deer; and A. G. Harri-
son, secretary of Edmonton Board of
Trade, be appointed under the provi-
sions of the ordimamce respecting <n-
quiries concerninig public matters, he-
ing chapter 2 of the statute of Alber-
ta, 1908, with pewer and authority to
summon witnesses to give evidence
on onth orally or in wntmg, or om
solemn affirmation, and "to produce
such documents and things as the
ommissioners may deem requisite
to the fell i _of -the
iy Wi -
enqnire.  To enquire into and report
to the Lieutemant-Governor in Coun-
cil upon the conditions surrounding
the marketing and handling of pork’
and pork preducts in the province,
and advisability or etherwise of gov-
ernment assistance to a pork packing
plant or plants, and a partienlar re-
terence to the cost, eapacity, plan of
management and seope of operatiuns
thereof, and generally to enquire into
and report upen the best means un-
der existing conditions and -eircum-
stances in the province of insuring for

. hog producer therein a fair priec
Im his produets.”

Prof. Day Befare the Commission.

Prof. G. E. Day of the Guelph Agri-
cultural College is probably one of the
hest informed men on animal hushandry
in Canada today. He has been intimate-
ly concerned with several commissions
in Ontario and the Eastern provinces to
investigate the po.k industry and this
in addition to his work in the college
has enabled him to speak authoritatively
on all phases of the subject. When Mr.
Hareourt Deputy Minister of Agrieul-
ture was at the Dominion Fair last week
he secired the promise of Prof. Day to
give evidenece hefore the commission and
it was for this puarpose that the live

(The MANCHESTER HOUSE

EsTABLISHED 1886

Mer’s Straw
Hats

A Straw Hat will
help you to keep
cool during the hot
weather. We have
a lot of different
qualities,

15¢. to $1,00

A B

———

 —

stock expert arrived ‘in
Saturday. &

It had not been the intention of the
pork commission to sit for the hearing.
of evidence hefore the morning but as
Prof. Day could not remain over a spe-
cial sitting took place in the office of
the minister of agriculture on Saturday
morning with Mr. R.Wallace in the
chair.  Prof. Day proceeded at once to
give a survey of the hog industry in On-
tario. He said that there, as in Alherta
the farmers thought ther wére not being
given a “square deal” in the marketing
of their hogs and that the packers were
making too much money at their ex-
pense. They accordingly formed what
were termed co-operative companies but
what were really farmers’ joint stock
companies and launched into the pork-
packing busiess in opposition to the long
established concerns,

Factories were erected at Harriston,

Edmonton on

othey Yocnlities, but the ~Tarmers were
nof bocund to market their hogs at#these
factories and consequently ome of the
first difficulties which confronted the co-
operative concerns was that the hogs
went to the highest bidder who too fre.
yuently was the packer at the head of a
private concern. No sooner were the
factories in a position to do business
than the price of hogs began to soar and
the management found that they were
doing nothing more than exehanging a
new dollar for an old one. They could
not face the competition in the purchase
of hogs and had to cease operations,
Then the large concerns in Toronto and
Montreal stepped in and bought out the
well equipped factories at their owh
figure and are running them today. Prof,
Day, however, questioned ehether the
farmers were not receiving a very fair
price for their hogs under these circum-
stances. Of coure, said he, they thought
they were not and some time ago, the
Wm. Davies (Co. of Toronto, invited, a
deputation of farmers to enter into a
discussion of the situation. The company
gave the deputation access to all their
books except their profit and loss ac-
counts and answered all questions that
were asked. Prof. Day said that every
question was answered satisfactorily and
the deputation which was headed by
shrewd and practical men had to admit
that there was no sérious fault to be
found with the packers.

“Another difficulty which confronted
the co-operative concerns,” said Prof,
Day, “wae the securing of a competent
managément. The older concerns had so
sifted their men that they had securedsy
tha very bestin the business. When so
much importance rest on the manage-
ment of any concern it may be easily
seen how important this was. They also
had their trade well established and the
prodaet of their factories so classified
that the¥ knew just when and where td
market it to the hest advantage.”

4
- REPHal e v

tail store trade which brmgs thent great
financial returns. This is only pessible
j when there are large cegptres of pomla:
tion and not in districts only sparely set:
'de It is owing to this loeal market
and to the general competition in live
_hogs that the factories pay a flat rate
for hogs of all kinds and do not dis-
criminate between heavy hogs and hogs
of the pure bred and bacon types. This
causes great dissatisfaction among farm-
er who specialize in the bacon type. Fhe
guestion is complicatéd by the large
market for other than bacon_hogs and
the Ontario farmers have no redress,
The factories generally turn to the pro-
duction of Wiltshire sides for export to
relieve a glutted home market.

Can Alberta Supply British Markets?

Asked the specific question as to whe-
ther Alberta could produce hogs for the
British markets, Prof. Day said that it
could be done provided feed and breed
were right. He thought that the feed
propesition in Alberta was much the
same as in Ontario. There with a rea-
sonable price for the finished hog, the
farmer found one of the most economics
al methods of disposing of his barley
and 6ther grains was to convert them
into pork as quickly as possible. Prof,
Day and the members of .the commis-
ston eompared figures on this questiond
and found that the feed situation in
both provinces in relation to the price
obtainable for live hogs, was much the
same.

“Lack of tramsportation in Alberta i3
the main differéence between the two
provinces,” said Prof. Day. “The Wilt:
shire sides which would have to be the
product of Alberta pork factories owing
to the comparatively small home mars
ket, should be consumed within six
weeks after they leave the factory and
this will be rather difficult when Alberta
is ®o far away from the British market;
When the transcontinemtal railways are
doubled tracked and the roadbed is cons
siderbly improved facilities for reaching
the markets will be much better. Thid
will come in time but as yet the la(k of
{ranspertation is a great handic ap.

The chairman stated that in gmna
over the evidence received by the beef
commission it was found that from 60 ta
'70 per cent. of the bacon sold in Alberta
{ was imported from the United States. Inf
reply to this Prof. Day slated {hat "Al4
"herta might probably never be able td
compete with the hog feeders in the corny
belt. This led to a discussion on thd
| Chicago packing houses. Prof. Day said
that the pork packing plants in Chicagd
were vastly “different from ome in &
'Qp.]l-é‘l\ settled country. The great cend
ihc- of pepulation in the United Stateq

enabled them to market their produce
rapidly and in emormous quantfities{
Then they had such greatly diversified
markets that there was a constant ded
mand for every quality of goods that thd
plant econld produce. There were ever sd
" many markets in the British market andl
| the €hicago packing house use them nmj
the Canddian market for their surplus
products. . Prof. Day questioned whether)
' from Chicago was of a very good quality
as the home market consumed the best
| that was available,

W. Jommwmw

267 Jaspgr Ave., Easr.

How Can Government Assist.
Prof. Day when asked as to what ass
gistance could be rendered to Alberta
farmers by the provieial government

Y
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(Continued on Page two.)

the bacon which was supplied to Alberta

THE G. T. P, FROM
THE McLEOD WEST

Report to Effect 'Contract Will Be
Let This Week' to Canadian
3 White Company.

Winnipeg, July 13—The
ment was made today that a contract
would probably be entered into by the

announce-

G. T. P. this week for the construction
of a long stretch of their new railway
line between Edmonton and Prince
3 e b At he

ATe this Tine, both from
Edmonton westward and from Prince
Rupert eastward. The firm of Foley,
Welch & Stewart hold the contract for

Joth of these undertakings. From Prince

Rauapert they are building~east for 100
miles through the Rockies and from Ed-
monton they are building west’ 120 miles
throngh the prairies and wooded coun-
try.- 1t is now proposed, according fo
the report, to let a new contract for a
considerable portion of the distance
which remains to be covered.
Canadian White to Get Contract.

The firm which will wundertake this
work is the Canadian White Co., of
Montreal, of which Frank Alfred is the
vice-president and the gemeral manager.
The Canadian White company has the
contract for a 200,000 cubic yarc 11 east
of Edmonton. It was expected at one
time that the Canadian White Co. would
not attempt to do any more railway
work in the west and the statement was
Jaade that their entire outfit was for
sa%s  Mr. Alfred is in the city today
having arriyed here on Sunday. He is a
guest at |h* Royal Alexandra today but
in view o fthe fact that his contract has
not yet heen signed it was impossible to
secure definite information from him re-
garding tho work which his company
will do. The company closed their office
in the city on the termination of the
work in connection with their previous
contract. B. B. Kelliher, the chief en-
gineéar of the G.T.P., is in the city today
and is also a guest at the Royal Alexan-
dra. While here he will confer with
other officials of the company regarding
the letting of this important contract,
whiech would carry the line of rail well
into the mountains. The beginning of
further . operations in railway construec-
tion will call for_a considerable force of
men, who will be at once employed in
the clearing of the right of way.

THAW RENEWS FIGHT.

REE o s gl
KT8 Rriother EMort to be Liborated
From Asylum.

Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; July 14—Harry K.
Thaw’s fight for liberty will be renewed
tomorrow morning before Supreme Court
Justice Mills at ‘'White Plains, N.Y. Hig
new counsel, Chas. Morschauser, of
Ponghkeepsie, brother of the Supreme
Court Justice of that name, who passed
on' Thaw’s sanity in May, «ill sabmit
affidavits and argnments to Justice Mills
in support of his application for a_jury
trial as to Thaw’s menfal conditien. Mr.
Morschauser expects the hearing to ?m
brief.

Distriet Attorney Jerome will ha
present and oppose the application for
a jury trial. Judge Mills is expected
to reserve his decision, remanding. Thaw
temporarily to the custody of the Du-
chess County Sheriff. Should he rdec¢ide
that the prisoner is entitled to have :
jury pgss upon his mental condition Mr.
Morschauser will have the trial put over
until September and have Thaw detain-
ml in the meantime in the T’uughl\eopsm

jail. Mr. Jerome will, it is-understood
uzwv to the adjonynment hut will in-
sist upon Thaw being returned at once
to Mattewan.

$32,000 To Ton in This Ore.

Y anecuver, B.C., July 13.—The stea-
mer Tees has brought in a trigl ship-
ment of four tons of ore from Klas-
kino point mnges, near Qautsino,
which is reputed to contain $32,000
per ton. The mines are ownéd by a
local syndicate, and while the above!
figures uu not gf‘nnmllv believed the
mines a» known to have rieh streaks.

. , 4o, ca0s |

CZAR'S VISIT TO ITALY

Is Unopposed in
Germany ' Will Resent It.

Germany by & cordon of alliances

side

AM |
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Notice of Resolution Given in House by
Minister of Railways to Guarantee
Bonds .of C.N.R. in Construction cf
Western Lines.

Ottawa, July 14—The Minister of Rail-
ways has given -notice of a resolution
providing for the gnarantee of the bonds
of the Canadian Northern Railway up
to thirteen #housand dollars per mile for
weshern lines as -follows:

From Regina to the Manitoba koun-
dary conneécting with the Brandon line,
not to exceed 152 miles,

From Saskatoon towards Calgary, not
to exceed 175 miles;

From Prince Albert to Battleford, not
to exceed 132 miles;

I'rom the company’s Thunder Hill line
on the Manitoba boundary westerly to-
wards Rosthern, not exceeding 100 miles;

Extension of Roesshurn line from Mani-
toba’s weste boundary, northwesterly,
not exceedimg fifty miles.

The resolution provides that interest
on the subsidies will be paid at the rate
of three and a half per cent. The securi-
ties will be gnaranteed by one or more
deeds of trust which shall create a
mortgage or a charge upon all the lines
of railway now in operation.

For E.Y. & P. Construction.

Another resolution provides for a simi-
lar gunarantee for the first fifty miles of
the Fdmonton, Yukon and Pacific rail-
wav and of twénty-five thousand per
mile for the remainder of the line. No-
Vice is given eon seventy railway' sub-
sidies aggregating over thirteen million
dollars,

{

MINERS IN CONVENTION.

Feature of Westerh Federation Conclave
and Obnservatives.

Denver, July 14—The real work of the
sixteenth annual eonvention of 11.19
Western Federation of miners will begin
at nine o’cloek tomorrow, when the com-
mittee on credentials makes it report.
The fight between the Radical and Con-
servative factions of the organization
will be the mest important feature of
the meeting though: the leader of the
factions refuse to discuss plans.

William D. Haywood, leader “of the
| radical element, declares he is not an
active candidate for presidemt, but ad¢
mits he will not refuse the office. Pre-
sident Moyer, the recognized leader of
conservatives, says he is not a candidate
for re-election.

Geo. Nally, president of the state fed-
eration of labor, in an addres of = wel-
come urged the miner to join other la-
hor in the election this fall of supreme
court justices who will be entirely fair
to organized labor.

Barnes and Horses Burned.

Regina, July 13—Malcolm Ross, lost
his barns and three valuable *horses by
fire on Friday night. As neither the hired
man nor himself smoke” there are sus-
picions of incendiarism; Ross Tecently
had a fraca with members of the gov-
ernment bridge gang near here,

o
Tore Child- From Mother’s Embrace.
Halifax;, N.S., Fuly 13.—The four:
year-old daughter of W. Ellis, Tyne
Valley, P.E.I., was struck by lightn-
ing and killed. An infant in ‘her
mothey’s arms was torn from her em-
!brace and thrown to the floor.

o CELEBRATION A

‘Rome, July }4.—It is-officially an-
nounced that the Czar of Russia wili
soon wisit the "King of Italy. Even
the mémbers of the Extremists’ par-
ties 1o longer oppose this visit, which Orangemen of Central Alberta Cele-
wili, nevertheless, he far from plea-
sant for Germany, as Berlin, which
so bitterly resented the meeting of the
Czar and King Edward at Reval, will
see here another proof of the perfid-
ious Albion’s design to pen as a sheep- ;
fold the five million ﬁlphting men nllf Twelith,” the 218th anniversary of the

which now eneloses them on every

HUGE SUCCESS

brate Glerious Twelfth in Strath-
cona--600 in Walk.

The celebration of the ‘“Glorious

battle of the Boyne. was auspiciously
observed on Monday in Strtheona by
the- Orangemen of Northern Alberta
ang their friends from Strathcona, Ed-
monton and the surrounding country.
The celebration is pronounced by those

the most suecessful of recent years.
Everything ‘from start to finish paseed
off smoothly and the local committee
of ‘management received many com-
pliments upon the magnificent results
of their efforts for some time past.

Atan early hour yesterday all Strath-
cona was astir and during the fore-
noon hundreds of Orangemen from the
surrounding distriets tlocked in to the
city and assembled near the Orange
hall<in preparation for their parade.
Shortly after noon the special from
Wetaskiwin arrived with the lodge of
that city and three cars packed with
excursionists, bent upon a day of
pleasure.

The hig procession started from the
Orange hall shortly after .one o’clock
and after touring the principal streete
proceeded to - the Agricultural fair
grounds, where speeches and horse
races followed. In the procession
which was led by the Strathcona fire
brigade and the Wetaskiwin bands,
were members of the lodges of Fort
Saskatchewan, Strathcona, Edmonton,
Agricola, Wetaskiwin and Ledue. The
parade was marshalled by County Di-
rector of Ceremonies Currie, of Strath-
cona, and therel were over 600 Orange-
men in the turnout, the largest num-
ber ever taking part in any procession
of this kind in this section of Alberta.

Arriving at the grounds the speeches
were speedily begun. = When the ora-,
tors. of the day took their seats on the
improvised platform, the grand- stand
was packed with people while -the
fences for some distance on either
side the track in front and the grass
to the rear, were thronged.

Later in the afternoon, when the
races. begun“the crowd increased and
upon the grounds at one time it is
estimated that there were over 3,000
people.

The Speeches of the Day

Among t.hose on the platfmm wer
NS presiding ~the w uvﬂ
muster, John (“'mnich.u-] of Btfath,
cona, Rev. H. E. Gordan, J. G. T:p!on.
|<'X-Maym- .\hll.‘, O. Bush, E; W. Day
(Daysland), J. R. Lacell, J.'F. Weir,
J. C. Wainwright, Wm. Armstrong,
J. Burtt Morgan, Ellis, Jackeon, And-
erson, Jalby ,Dewar and ‘others.

The speakers of the afternoon were
O. Bush, Rev. H. Ii. Gordon, J. R.
savell, E. W. Day, J.. B. Morgan, J.
G. Tipton and N. D. Mills. All re-
ferred in eloquent terms to the great
principlés for whieh Orangeism stood
and the high ideals which it ever held
up before the members of the order.

An Orderly Gathering.

The gathering was one of the most
orderly ever seen in Stratheona or for
that matter in any part of Alberta, At
the grounds excellent order Was kept
oy the Stratheona police force and a
member of the R. N. W. M. P., but
they had little work to do for even
without their presence it is doubtful
if there would have been any disturb?
ance. Not a drunken man was seen
on the grounds during the afternoon
and ‘even at night when jhe more ex-
uberant are usually expected to make
themselves heard and seen, the streets
were remarkably quiet and free from
signs of intoxication.

Excellent Music: bv Bands.

A feature of the ceiebration was the
excellent music furnished by  the
Strathcona band, who well sustained
their position agpnong the premier mus-
icians of the province. They were ably
|seconded by ‘the Wetaskiwin band, - of

it\\vl\v pieces, who alternated *with

citizens at the Dominion Exhibition
specimens of the Jersey breed in the
Stevens both secured the first prize

pure-bred Jerseys in Canada.

of Clover Bar. Besides these, L. H.

ing in this province of creameries.

THE EDMONTON JERSEY HERD:

Tho above photogravure shows the car-load of pure-bred Jersey cows and heifers ‘purehased by Edmonton

and shipped to this city last week.
province, being prize winners" at Cal
animals in fheir class. The entire

ton Jersey herd, owned by B. H. Bul] & Son, of Bmmptnn Ont., who are t

Thé puichasers of the cows eoming to Edmonton were Lieut.-Governor Bulyea, Hon. C. W. Cross, Mayor John
A. McDougall, Sheriff Robertson, Ald>rman R. J. Manson, Richard Secord, Duncan Marshall and W. J. Stevens,

Cuming, barrister, of 'Olds, purchas

man, of ‘Red Deer; bought fourshead. The resulf of these purchases should make a good start in Jersey breed-

Among them are some of the bmt
zary.  Sheriffi Robertson and W.'T.
herd was purchased from the Bramp-
he possessors of the largest heard of

ed a puresbred cow, and Mr. Shar-

{the My-n.hcnna players in furnishing. chemical engine drawn by a pair of

ehoice music for the audience.
The Horse Races:

The horse races were well conducted
and though- some of the spectators
showed a little impatience at the
lenghy scoring in some of the heats,
such eould not be avoided with justice
to the competitors. There were sev-
eral keen contests in the harness as
well as the runnigg events.

The officials in charge of the horse
races were:—

Starter—J. G. Tipton.

Judges—C. J. Robert,
J. I. Porte.

Clerk—Harry Wilson.

Timer—A, MecLean.

It was almest four o’clock when the
horses faced the starter in the first
event. There were four entries #n
class A and the results were:—

Class A,

~» Half*mile” héats, best 2-Tn "$-hente

purse $20, $15, $10.

Dan Patehen, owned by S. Munroe,
Strathcona &

Sydney B, owned hv Jn}m I\um.
Stratheona

Bermuda Queen, ow nvd b\ Tnvlor
& Spinks, Edmonton .. ..

Archie Kirk, owned by Chas. M.l\
Edmonton .. . T R B ¢
Time—1.16, i. ]4 12
Woodlawn and Ralph Nelson were

acratehed in this class.

In the first heat Bermuda Queen
and Archie Kirk both broke badly
near the start and dropped a consider-
able distance behind. In the second
heat the horses were sent off with
Archie Kirk eight lengths behind the
other horses. The driver, Mr. May,
keenly resented the poor start as it
gave him practically no chance with
the other three horses,

Class B.

Half mile heats, best two in three
heats, purse $20, $15, $10.

Ranger, owned by P. McKenzie,
Idmnnton S ein 11

Annex Jr , owned ln J.H. MOI\m-
ley, Edmonton o

Cap, ‘owned by Bn-n
Strathcona -5 -

Delena Adams, owned bv Jos. Me-
Farlane, Edmonton .. 43

Dick Ashton,owned by F. 3 P‘u'ldx
Edmonton .. . bS5 s 55
Time—1.16, 1. 16
A short time before the race a col-

lision “occurred on the back strétch

between F. J. Fields and J. H. Me-

Kinley, and the sulky of the latter

was broken. 3
In the second heat of this race Cap

was set back owing to the wild driving

of the jockey, who several times eross.
ed in fromt of the horses following
him. Third money was divided be-
tween Cap. and Delena Adams, each
having taken a third and a fourth
'po:mon

Edmonton,and

H ig‘g.i n-s.,

T W Class O

Half mile heats, best two in thred,
purse $20, $15, $10—

Bob Hill, owned by Mr. Hill,

Stratheona ... ... ..,
Doe, owned by J. B.

Strathcona... .

Little Fred, omled bv I Mo-

Causland, Edmonton ... 3
Scamen, owned by Fred Sm-

men, Strathcona ... ... ... 2

Time—1.15, 1.15.

In this raee second and third money
was divided between Doec, Little Fred
and Seamen, each having made an
equally good showing.

Running Race.

Half mile open, purse $15, $10, $5.

In this race there were three start-
ers, and they finished as follows:
Little Pilgrim, owned bv L:" M.

Sage, Innisfail..

Buckingham, 0\\n9d ‘bv R B.nhu

Strathecona 3
Minnie D., owned ln —_—

Time—52 seconds.

Pony Race.

Quarter mile dash, purses $8, $5. $3
In this race there were seven entries:
Little Jim, Jos. Shinners, Edmon-

SOOI oo Cusln . DR R BT s B
Dandy, J. L. Porte, Stratheona .. 2
Dollie M., J. Thompson, Edmonton 38

The races were finished shortly after
six o’clock, and the crowd dispersed
to dine before the baseball match.

Run By Fire Brigade.

A feature of the afternoon’s sports
was the exhibition run of a quarter
of a mile by the fire brigade. The

ininlf{

bay horses, and the hose waggon
drawn by a team of greys, each piece
of apparatus fully manned by the
firemen, jogged around the track to
the quarter, and from there made a
dash for the finish. The run was made
in exceedingly good time, the bay
horses finishing a length ahead in 45
seconds,
A Plucky Rescue.

A small child -had a narrow escape
while the horses were scoring for the
first heat of the Class B trot or pace,

‘| The little one, who was about five or

six years old, started to eross the
track just as the horses were scoring
down. As the child saw its danger-
ous position, it became bewildered
and stood still in the centre of the
course, as the five horses came mpi(l-
ly on. Chief of Police MecAnley, wha
was on the outside of the course, saw
the situation, and rushing in pulled
the child to safety just as the racers
dashed past,
The Baseball Match.

The largest attendance of the sea<
son witnessed the exhibition baseballj
match last night at the Strathcona
Fair grounds, and were fully reward-
ed in seeing an excellent exhibition
in which Strathcona blanked their
southern opponents, winning out by
& score of 4 to 0. MeLaughlin was
in the box for Strathecona, and was
in good form, striking out eleven men
and only allowing three hits. Silver,

| the Wetaskiwin southpaw, was weak

at the start, but gingered up as the
game proceeded, holding the Strath-
conas down from the first to the
eighth, when a two bagger from Mc-
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GREAT BLOCKABE
IS NOW PREICTED

Shortages of Binder Twine, Men and
Cars Anticipated in Connection
With Enormous 1908 Crop.

— —

Western Associated Press.

Winnipeg, July 13—Past week of fine
hot weather ,temperatures ranging often
well into the nineties, has been admir-
ably calcnlated to rapidly mature grain,
and at the same time it has not been
accompanied by hail storms of severe or

general character such as ununllyuggr-
Hae ¢ simifar Weathér “co on# at

this season.  While, therefore, nothing
has intervened to prejudice extraordin-
arily~favorable erop prospects, the as-
surance of a marvellous havvest is fast
becoming, a certainty. It is now barely
possible that with the crop at its pres-
ent advanced stage any general condi-
tions can prevail to an exteat suffcient
to make the total yield anything less
than a very good average, while of
course it looks as if all records were to
ba: broken. N
Shortage of Binder Twine.

That being so several very seriaus.pro-
blems have to he faced, promineat am-
ong these heing the anticipated ~]|mt.|ge
of binder twine, ‘the apparent impossi-
bility of procuring sufficient harvest la-
hor, and the inability of the railroads
to handle sufficient of the crop bhefore
the close of navigation to relieve the
money situation in the Prairie West. It
is estimated that twenty-four million
pounds of binder twine will be required
on a basis of 9,600,000 acres seeded to
grains, the season having been conducive
to heavy straw and therefore the usual
estimate of two pounds per acre being
away below the actual needs. It is a
grave question whether this amdunt of
twine is available, for manufacturers,
who found themselves considerably over-
stocked last year and have been hard hit
by financial depression have cut down
their output this season to a bhasis allow-
ing for a nornral crop. The abnormal
prospects, and the greater increased
acreage than anyone looked for, have
therefore completely upset their caleula-
tions. Tt is, however, worth noting that
binder twine is still over a cent helow
last. year’s prices, and it looks as if the
reserve stock is greater than is general
supposed. Tor the next few weeks t]
price will hear watching for if as alle
ed there is a ten million pound shortag
figures are likely to sore so seon as ti
country orders accumulate.

Raijlways Under-estimage Crop.

The railways -have made an'even mo
deplorable error or undéf-estimatio
The poo? crop -of last year, which Te
much rclling stock idle, coupled #vit
the financial depression, had the effect
making the transportation corporatios..
forget the lesson of 1806, and induced
them to sit with folded hands to await
the upshot of the present season. Worse
even than that staffs in the machine
shops were ruthlessly eut down, men
were laid off and hours curtailed, espe-
cially on the C.P.R. where trouble with
the men went hand in hand with a mis-
placed spirit of ecomomy, though the
railways are now working overtime to
catch up and get their rolling stock into
shape for the rush.

Great Blockade Predicted.

Farmers, merchants and jobbers
throughout the country are desperately
hard up. There is not enough money in
free circulation to carry on ordinary
husiness, and heavy payments have been
carried along over last year and thmugh
but have to he met, in
part at least, after harvest and thresh-
ing. The west must have money. Conse-
quently there will be no talk this fall
of holding back grain for a better mar-
ket. Evervone with' a couple of thous-
and hushels of wheat to sell will want
to sell it right away. Internal elevators
will be swamped; farmers will be clam-
oring everywhere for more. and more
cars to load themsélves; towns and: vil<
lages will be crowded with disappointed
men who have driven many miles to sell
their grain only to find no outlet. Ninety
and possibly a hundred thousand bushels
of export grain will be pushing into and
choking up the narrow chute from the
prairie to the lake head. This is mo
exaggerated picture; it is the logical
forecast of what will come to be known
as the great blockade.

END OF DEBT AND PINCHING.

But the grain movement eastward is
by mo means all. The West has been
living for the past eighteen months hand
to mouth, buying as little as possible,
doing without all essentials and aceumu-
lating ne stocks. Now with a bumpel
crop that means relief, tlmugh not im-
mediate, from debt and pinching. An
increasing volume of orders is steadily
making its wayeast, and just at the time
when every hour at a siding counts, out-
ward the grain movenmiént will he met
and checked by the inward movement of
commodities and supplies for the winter.
The one favorable factor of the situation
is the expectation that :the C. P. R.
double-tracking hetweerr Winnipeg and
Fort William will he so far completed
as to permit of operation on the new
line at least for part of the distance.
As to the havvesters, that is largely
up to the east, hut it is not likely that
the necessary thirtv-thonsand can all be
provided from ithere. Many of them
must come from Europe or south of the
international .houndary.

Shot Himself at Niagara Falls.
Niagara Falls, July 12—Thomas Pohle,
confidential elerk of the Barber and
Ellis company, Toronto, was found
wedged between rocks -in the river,
near Goat Island, this morning, There
was a bullet wound in his head but
the coroner says it is gnicide. Pohle
had been missing from Toronto since
Monday last and was known to have
been at the Falls and Buffalo since.
yHe was dead about tén hours when
fnum] Mental aberlatmu is given g#
the cause.
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