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LOGGERS VS. SPECULATORS.
The Vancouver Saturday Sunset is 

displeased with the regulations im
posed by the Interior Department re
garding timber limits. One ol these 
regulations requires the holder ol a 
limit to cut at least 00,000 feet per 
year from it. As tire regulations ap
ply to the timber limite, iu the rail
way belt of British Columbia the lim
it-owners of that Province are af
fected.

According to the Sunset the regula
tions "impose a distinct hardship 
"upon the already harrassed lumber 
industry" of British Columbia. For 
example it says:

"Suppose a Umber company or lum
ber company owns soy a dozen or 
twenty claims along an inlet, it 
means that camps must be establish
ed so that at least the minimum per 
annum shall be cut from each claim. 
Or again il the1 claims are situated so 
that they cannot be worked by driv
ing the logs down a river, as most 
of those in the Dominion lands belt 
are, the logger.1^must build a railway 
through the string of claims to make 
it possible to comply with the regu
lations. This in iteelf is an impos
sibility with most of the companies, 
many of which will be forced to aban
don numerous claims."

For the logger holding a logged-over 
claim, the Sunset expresses no con
cern, but it fears “the new regula
tions seemingly fail to disfinguisli 
‘^between the bona-fide logger <vho is 
"working his limite in a legitimate 
“fashion and those who hoggishly 
"keep settlers out ol lands Ipr which 
“they themselves have little use."

This it appears to us, is exactly 
what the regulation does. It distin
guishes vbry clearly between the 
"bona-fide logger who is working his 
"■limits in a legitimate fashion" and 
the man who is not doing so. Tin- 
illustration supplied by the Sunset 
proves the case. Iu the case ol a 
lumber company owning "say a doz- 
"cn or twenty claims along an inlet, 
"lit means that camps must be estab
lished so that at least the minimum 
“per annum shall be cut from eacli 
“-claim. " In other words it means 
that the holder must cut the timber

papers which have discussed the mat
ter are equally convinced of the mor
al degeneracy' of the retailers on the 
prairies and the immaculate busi
ness character of the British Colum
bia millmcB. Tliis is the more re
markable in the light o£ the finding cf 
the Parliamentary committee that the 
doings of th.osc gentlemen were of 
such nature as to requirent least in
vestigation at the hands of the prop
er authorities. FoV r 

ficieni
reasons doubtless 

gr.od and sufficient to himself Pre
mier McBride has made no such in
vestigation nor displayed * any cut- 
ward and visible signs of an inten
tion to do so. From this quarter the 
prairie consumer had no hope of re
lief from the wonder workings of the 
mill-men's “association." The unin
tended testimony of the Sunset is 
that the regulations it condemns are 
likely to afford us the relief by Arc- 
mg the mill-men to ''work” their 
timber limits or let go of them.

THE MAIL’S PLAN.

The préposai of the Mail and Em
pire that the G. T. P. should have 
been diverted to Montreal looks sus
piciously like a masked plan to keep 
the traffic of the West in the hand» 
of the C.P.K. From Montreal to the 
Canadian Atlantic seaboard are two 
lines of railway, the C.P.R. and the 
Intercolonial. Over one ol these the 
traffic generated along the G. T. f. 
must have gone if that road ended* 
at Montreal. According to the Mail 
the traffic would go over the Inter
colonial. But according to circum
stance it would go over the C.P.R. 
The circumstance is that the Inter
colonial line from Montreal to the 
sea is twice as long ns the C.P.R. 
line. The latter would accordingly 
get the trade of the G. T. P. just as 
it now gets the bulk of the other 
trade from its longer rival. On that 
trade tlie C.P.R. could charge any
thing less than the Intercolonial 
found it necessary to charge for the 
longer haul over its lines—in other 
words anything less than twice what 
should bo charged. This charge the 
Western fanner would have to pay 
both on his out-going grain and on 
his incoming purchases. The ar
rangement would be splendid—for the 
C.P.R.

AS TO "CHARGES” 
“RASCA.LITY.’’

OF

Discussing the sales of three West
ern timber limite, and after stating 
definitely that in every case the limit 
went to the highest bidder, the Ed
monton Journal declares that “when 
“the Government was charged with
“these rascalities, it stubbornly de- 

from a limit or lose it, and so far as j “ni€d that there were any, and delib- 
tho public is concerned this is the “erafely refused to have an open in 
only “legitimate fashion” “miirv **of "work
ing” a timber limit. To the "bona- 
fide logger" this will be no hardship 
for he is already cutting the timber. 
The fellows it liits arc “those loggers 
who arc holding logged-over claims' 
and claims not logged over, “and 
preventing settlement” by a “dog-in- 
the-manger policy." The more effec
tively these- gentry arc "harrossed” 
into converting the timber into lum
ber the more will the public interests 
be conserved and Ithe public rights 
asserted. And a regulation which the 
Sunset declares will cither harra.-s 
ttfom into the logging business or 
harrass them out of the berth-holding 
business appears to be about the meet 
effective measure available.

One of tlie facts established before 
the Parliamentary committee last 
year was that British Columbia mill- 
owners have put far more money into 
timber limits than into sawmills. On 
the average it would appear that 
these concerns must have enough 
timber standing to keep them run
ning for generations. On this whole 
investment they collect interest and 
probably dividends from the trade. It 
is right that the man who builds, a 
saw-mill should have assurance, that 
he can secure logs for the mill to 
cut. But it is not right that tly 
building of a saw-mill should be 
made a pretext for going ipto specula
tion in timber limits and that the 
product of the mill be saddled with the 
expenses of qa crying on the specula
tion. Unless the British Columbia 
mill-owners were.badly addled when 
giving evidence at Ottawa this cs 
precisely what they arc doing and 
have been doing persistently anti 
systematically. If the regulation 
forces them to either convert tiie tim
ber into lumber Or release it for" 
seme one .who is willing to <lq so, it. 
will terminate one of the - abuses 
which have made tfic conduct of the 
lumber business on oppression ol the 
people.,

The- Sunset professes a belief that 
tlie “British Columbia mills have lit* 
“tle or n# power to regulate retail 
“prices on the prairie. They are sub- 
“ject to the competition of free rough 
'Tomber from the Stfftea in their 
“wholesale, prices apd tlie retail com- 
“bme fixes prices to the consumer.” 
Without imputing unworthy motives, 
it must strike file reader as a curious 
circumstance that British Columbia

sale OÎ 
Hurts;

quiry.
Information is required on three 

points here: First, wherein is the “ras
cality” of selling an article to the 
highest bidder; second, when the Gov
ernment was “charged" with "rascal 
itics” in connection with the 
these or any other timber 
third, when the Government refused 
an "open inquiry" into any 
“charges” of “rascality" made 
against them by members of the Op
position.

Until this information is producer! 
the Bulletin expresses the opinion 
that never since the Laurier Govern
ment vainc into power has any mem
ber of the Opposition “charged” that 
Government or any member of it with 
“rascalities” in connection with the 

’sales of timber limits or any other 
matters; and that in consequence the 
Government has never “deliberately 
"refused to have an open inquiry” 
into any “charges" -cf “rascality" 
made against it or any member of ij.

THE SEED GRAIN.
The Edmonton Journal excuses it

self for attacking the method of sup 
plying seed grain by declaring that 
it did not do so, and then repeats the 
offence by asserting that so far as it 
can see there was “absolutely no.jus- 
tificati-cn” for distributing “unclean 
grain.” .This means either that the 
Government should have purchased 
no -seed that contained any percent
age of weed seeds, or that if they 
did so they should have removed 
every weed seed before distributing 
the grain. In the first case, where 
could tlie Government have got tlie 
g Bain absolutely free from weeds? In 
the second case, just how would one 
:go at it to rempve every weed seed 
from a half million bushels of grain, 
how long would it take, and what 
would it cost?

it would have had the Government 
advance the seed without the notes—1 
when, of course, it would have quite 
properly criticized them for loan
ing the money of the people without 
security.

It may be significant that the Jour
nal discusses tlie subject iu purely 
general terms—such terms as one 
might use about a subject on which 
he had made no inquiry and sought 
no information, or sucli as might be 
used by an interested party whose 
hopes of holding up the Government 
and the farmers to pay his }mce tor 
his particular grain had been disap
pointed. Surely if there* is*such 
“good deal of complaint'' throughout 
the country at- the quality and the 
terms one farmer at least might have 
been found willing to' stake his re
sponsibility on the statement that.tS'c 
seed he had procured was of poorer 
quality than he could have secured 
elsewhere, that the price was unne
cessarily excessive or the terms un
duly severe.

What was the situation which the 
Government sought to relieve? The 
farmers of tlie West, through unfor
tunate weather conditions, lound 
themselves face to face with the prob
lem of how to procure seed tor the 
coming sowing. In certain localities 
there was a lack -of grain suitable tor 
seed, and many farmers were unable 
to purchase the graih offered at the 
cash prices demanded. This problem 
the Government undertook to solve 
by purchasing the grain in the coun
try suitable for seed, by supplement
ing this with enough imported grain 
to meet the demand, by selling this 
to farmers where needed and taking 
their notes in payment. In other 
words, tlie Government undertook to 
act for tlie farmer as a purchasing 
and distributing agent, and also to 
finance liis purchases if he needed as
sistance.

How was this carried out? First, 
the farmers were advised to buy their 
seed grain in the ordinary way where 
they could do so. Then the grain 
in the country suitable tor seed wag 
bought, tested, cleaned and re-sold to 
those applying. This not being sulti- 
oient, some grain was imported troin 
Britain, cleaned at least twice, and 
in the case of the Edmonton ship
ment, three times, and sold after 
testing. Lien notes for payment 
were given by farmery when securing 
seed.

No obstacle was thrown .In the way 
of the farmer who could secure seed 
id the ordinary way. On the contrary 
he was advised to do so. The seed' 
grain in the country was purchased 
and rc-eold. As a matter of fact an 
the seed wheat sold in Alberta was 
bought in Alberta and nil but twenty 
per cent of the onts. Should this 
not have been done? Or should the 
Government have refused to buy any 
grain except it was absolutely free 
from weed seeds? Had they done so, 
how much seed grain could have been 
bought in Alberta? And when it was 
found necessary to import grain, 
every reasonable effort was made to 
free it from weed seeds. Should no 
grain have liven imported unless ab
solutely free from ÿueth seeds? Then 
where could .such grain have been 
found in sufficient quantity?

That some of the seed supplied is 
not the best that could be desired 
is possible; that some contains a 
small percentage ol weed seeds -is 
probable. But we cannot always se
cure what wt! desire in this world. 
The Government had to take what 
they could get. If that is not live 
best available then the farmer was 
free to procure this and was advised 
by (he Government to do so.

AS TO SEED GRAIN.

The Edmonton Journal attacks the 
seed grain distribution on the ground 
that the quality of the seed is inte
rior. The seed it declares “is lor the 
most part bad,”, and "unfit for seed.” 
This it asserts makes many farmers 
“worse off than if the Government 
"had not taken up the question ol 
“supplying seed at all.” It also in
vites the farmer who purchased seed 
to feel aggrieved because ha had to 
sign a note to secure it. Presumably

WORK FOR PRISONERS.
The Ontario Governmeùt propose to 

abolish the present central prison at 
Toronto and transfer the institution 
to the country where the prisoners 
will be employed cultivating'a large 
farm, in making roads and at kindred 
occupations. The decision is an at
tempt to find healthful employment 
for the prisoners at work which will 
not bring them dnto competition with 
other labor. As such the plan looks 
promising and might with advantage 
be adopted in other provinces, and 
perhaps in connection with the Do
minion penitentiaries, Employment 
of- some kind must be lound to main
tain tlie physical well-being of the en
forced guests of.the nation. The pro
blem is to find employment which 
win least affect tlie industrial work
ers of the country. So far in this 
country road-making appears to be 
about the work most generally satis
factory. No large proportion of Cana-, 
dians earn tlieir- living at this work/ tlie qcW government-owned railway.

CANADA LEADS.
Mr. Victor S. Clark, Ph.D., of the 

United States Department of Com
merce and Labor, lias been in Alberta 
during the past few weeks studying 
the operation of the Lemieux Act for 
settling industrial disputes. S-’.miiar 
investigations have been made in oth
er provinces by representatives o£ the 
same department. Altogether our 
neighbors seem to have a pretty good 
opinion of tlie measure from the thor
oughness with which they are study
ing dts results and the commenda
tions expressed by some of tlieir lead
ers of thought on industrial ques
tions. It will be a denial of some 
pretty plain intimations it similar 
legislation is not enacted in Washing
ton before very long.

and there would ho no considerable 
objection to employing prison labor 
at it extensively.

EDMONTON’S CREDIT. ;t 
Nearly, a million dotV-.rs v,ortl. -A 

Edmonton city 5 per c n . deh-mtures 
sold at 101 in London this week. 
There can be nothing much wrong 
with the credit of a Canadian city 
when the British investor" is willing 
to pay a dollar on the -hundred bonus 
for its bonite; or, incidentally, with 
the British tnoney market either.

AN ATTACK ON THE GOVERN- 
*MENT-OWNED RAILWAY.

The Toronto ,Mail and Empire laun
ches an attack on the construction oi 
thj eastern division of *he G T. Pi
on the fact rather- that an eastern 
division is being constructed. Ac
cording to that journal the Grand 
Trunk railway wanted to build or.1 y 
a western system with an extension 
to Montreal, where its traffic would 
be, turned over to the Intercolonial, 
but the Government for some eason 
unexplained but necessarily bad, 
decided to build a line from Winni
peg direct to the Atlantic seaboard. 
More, this line was projected through 
Northern Ontario and Quebec. ’>■ It 
does not touch Montreal. Where
fore the Mail detects the faint glim
mer of a hope that the commercial 
interests of Montreal may be roused 
to hostility by the declaration that 
they have been discriminated against. 
Still unsatisfied, the Mail extends its 
solicitous lamentations to "every city, 
“town and village in Ontario and 
“Quebec that fias a Grand Trunk 
“connection" and invites them all to 
feel distressed because the National 
Transcontinental was not diverted 
south to touch the metropolis at the 
junction of the St. Lawrence and the 
Ottawa.

This, we may take it represents the 
latest attitude of the Opposition to
ward the Grand Trunk Pacific pro
ject. The Mail' is the accredited 
spokesman oi the clique who deter
mine for that party its policy on rail
ways as on other matters. When 
others have failed it stood firm. The 
Montreal Star has been heaving 
bricks at Mr. Foster-and liis pirating- 
associates pretty,, freely since their 
financial feats; have brought conster
nation and paralysis oil the party. 
Even (lie Montreal Gazette lias mut
tered some decidedly disapproving 
language about public ownership a'i<! 
provincial rights when the nominal 
leader has been constrained to make 
speeches on1 these subjects. But the 
Mail has known no disagreement 
with Mr. Borden and his associates. 
When the revelations of the Insur
ance commission brought upon some 
of these the disgust and censure of 
the fair-minded, public-spirited mem
bers of their own party tlie Mail toil
ed daily to prove that tlieir black was 
white. With them it has joined hear
tily in the slander campaign. It is 
peculiarly and distinctively tlieir 
mouth-piece, and when -it declares 
war on the construction of tlie new 
Government road from Winnipeg ti
the sea, we must accept the declara
tion as coming from the dictators of 
the Opposition party in Parliament, 
as indicating the ground they take 
before the House and the country. 
On this then the -issue is clear. The 
Government stands tor the construc
tion of a national railway f[om the 
Atlantic to_the prairies; the Opposi
tion condemn that project as useless 
and unwise.

It is significant that the claim that 
Montreal lias been ill-used comes not 
Irom Montreal but from Torijnto. The 
business men of Montreal have not 
heretofore admitted or displayed any 
inability to Took after their own in- 
terests, and Had they considered those 
interests sacrificed by the route ot the 
new road we may rest assured we 
would have heard from them. They 
have indeed moved to secure the con
struction- ot a branch from the city 
to a point on the main line, but have 
not demanded nor requested that the 
interests ot the. country at large 
should be subserved to diverting the 
main lino to Montreal. Where t,jc 
Mail and Empire gets authority to 
take up the. cudgel Montreal lias de 
dined to take up for itself passes 
understanding, save in the readiness 
of that journal to manufacture, a grie
vance for tlie purpose pi krtocking

1 been built at all. History decVirvs 
! that if it had been built under the 
auspices of the Mail’s friends it ivo-j.d 
have been as a privately-owned enter
prise. That it is built at all, and 
that it is built as the perpetual pos
session ot the Canadian people is the 
tribiitp (he Mail pays to the Govern
ment. A higher tribute could ce:- 
tainly not be paid them in the West, 
tor whatever value the Grand Trunk 
Pacific may be to these Provinces, 
the eastern section will be of infini*..; 
ly more value. The need oi the prai
ries was for a new outlet rather than 
for- a new western system. Without 
such outlet the western system would 
be of limited benefit. With the out
let the development pf western sva- 
tems is assured. The drawha-k to 
Western railway building lias been 
tlie enormous expense ot getting :o 
tidewater. This problem the lib/arri
ment road will solve, and solve In a 
way that all Western systems n av 
take, advantage of it. The necessity 
of constructing tlie Western Grand 
Trunk Pacific system may have he—l 
a matter for legitimate difference oi 
opinion. The necessity ot construct
ing the eastern section could he 
doubted only by those who had no 
stake in the West, or whose partizan 
spirit blinded their perception of the 
commercial requirements of tlie coun
try.

The appeal of the Mail is to the sel
fishness of the established commer
cial centres of Eastern Canada. These 
it would have make war upon the 
Government because the Government 
did not subserve the broader inter
ests o! the country at large and the 
vital interests of the Western halt of 
the country to their immediate and 
apparent benefit. To the credit of 
throe communities it is due to say 
that they have not displayed the par- 
rowness and greed the Mail seeks to 
inculcate. But that they have not 
done so, and are not doing so is no 
fault ot the Mail or of the Parlia
mentary group for whom it speaks.

DEMANDS ADMISSION FOR THE 
HINDUS.

Some time ago an order in council 
was passed authorizing the Minister 
of the Interior to prevent immigrants 
entering Canada from countries other 
than their own, when such immigra
tion was considered a menace to Can
adian labor. While couched in gen
eral language the purpose of the or
der was understood to be to enable 
the Immigration Department to head 
off an inrush of Hindus and Japan
ese into British Columbia, ai these 
people were not coming direct from 
India and Japan, but from Hong 
Kong and Honolulu. A British Col
umbia judge held however that the 
Governor-General in council could 
not delegate such authority but must 
exercise -it-direct. To put the matter 
beyond the shadow- ot legal doubt a 
hill was introduced on Wednesday 
embodying tlie annulled regulation. 
Curiously enough it was met by hos
tility from Mr. Borden and his fol
lowers and is held up for the time 
being. One ot the oppositionists even 
went so tar as to mo.u an amendment 
that all who had served in the British

Remembering that the Mail speaks 
lor the rulers of the Opposition, this 
is surely sufficient indication -ol the 
kind of affection Mr. Borden anti ins
counsellors»-entertain for the fcthey
ot "nationalizing" the railways r‘- riii 
country.

Undoubtedly the Mail is-’cdtteit :n 
imputing the construction of the ea.-t- 
em division as a Government owned 
road to the initiative ot the <k>v1li
ment. Tlie contention of tiu Mai' 
is that no eastern section should have

EMPHASIZE THE WEST.

Recent copies of the Belfast Even
ing Telegraph contain columns ot 
correspondence from Canadian writ
ers discussing the industrial anti inn
er conditions in relation to tlie pros
pective immigrant. For the most 
part the conditions are fairly repre
sented, but the regrettable feature is 
that the conditions described appear 
to be exclusively the conditions which 
pertain ili Ontario. 'The result is 
that to the readers in Belfast Canada 
is likely to become synonymous with 
Ontario, or at least tlie conditions ot 
Ontario are likely to be taken as the 
conditions throughout Canada. lo 
Canadians it is not necessary to say 
that Ontario is a pretty small part oi 
Canada and that the conditions which 
exist in that Province are radically 
and entirely different from conditions 
in the two-tbirds of Canada which lie 
west of Ontario. But to. the man 
abroad who has made little study ot 
our geography these facts are not ap
parent; and it is by such men these 
letters are being read.

This points the need of some kind 
o-f publicity campaign in the Old 
Lands emphasizing the tact that the 
older Provinces -are by no means all 
of Canada, and that conditions whlcn 
may exist there do not necessarily 
exist m tlie other portions, 'tills 
need is emphasized by the immigra
tion returns. In the nine month fis
cal period of 1507 the total arrivals 
by ocean ports were 90,009. Of these 
56,C00 remained cast ot the Ureat 
Lakes, and only 32,000 came to the 
tour Western Provinces. Ontario 
alone got as many ot the new-comers 
as Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta 
and British Columbia together. This 
is scarcely satisfactory to the West
ern Provinces and emphasizes tlie 
necessity of getting these provinces, 
their resources and opportunities 
plainly and distinctively betore me 
minds of tlie British people.

Tlie Federal Government cannot ot 
course carry on immigration effort 
aimed to the development of certain 
provinces as -against the others, it 
is, however, the legitimate privilege 
of provincial, municipal and public 
bodies of the West to take measures 
.to present the advantages ot the 
Western portion ot the country, as 
distinguished from tlie Eastern Pro
vinces, distinctively to tlie attention 
of prospective immigrants'. Properly 
conducted such campaign should 
arouse no unhealthy rivalries and 
jealousies between the older and new
er portions of Canada, but should 
rather encourage each in the legiti
mate and profitable course of making 
known the opporthnities it has to 
offer to tlie capable and industrious. 
To this subject the Boards of Trade 
ot Western Canada might well devote 
some attention, rind could iierhup^ 
initiate sonie.effort. ^
regular or auxiliary troops be except
ed from the operations of the Act. As 
many of the Hindus have served in 
the army this was tantamount to a 
demand that they he permitted to 
pour into British Columbia without 
let or hindrance. How the gentle
men will square their course with 
tlieir previous professions cf a desire 
that British Columbia be -kept a 
“white man’s country” remains to he 
seen.

Ottawa, Mar. 31—Hon. Geo. E. Fos
ter proposed in the House of Com
mons on Monday the creation of a 
commission, appointed for life, to buy 
supplies required for government 
works. As this would be a breach ot 
the principle of ministerial responsi
bility tor public expenditure, the gov
ernment opposed it, and carried an 
amendment favoring public tender 
and contract whenever feasible. '

Mr. Foster condemned the existing 
system as unbusiness-like. Modern 
business methods must be applied, he 
said; and a commission, versed in 
mercantile affairs and following each 
day the movements in prices, would 
place the government more in line 
with the times. There was great dis
parity in the prices paid -by the gov
ernment for the same thing. How 
was it, for instance, the militia could 
be fed for very much less than the 
men oil government steamers? Ho 
moved that “All supplies-, purchased 
tor the use of the various departments 
should be 'procured on the basis of 
public tender-and contract, under the 
direction ot a competent purchasing 
commission and with regard primar
ily to quality and price.” His idea 
as to the constitution of the commis
sion was that it should be appointed 
for life; and removable only gn such 
grounds as the auditor-general is re
movable.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said the pur
chase of -supplies on the basis of pub
lic tender and contract was the only 
method whereby the government could 
safely do business ; but this was not, 
as Mr. Foster had Said, the custom
ary method ot doing business in com
mercial life. When a person was in
tending to erect a building, he did 
not generally call for tenders; and, 
even if he. did, he did not necessarily 
accept the lowest. He selected the 
conriractdr, who, he thought would 
give the -a-ast value. In the case of 
erecting public buildings, the govern
ment found also that there were some 
contractors, who, thqv knew, were 
perfectly above-board and would give 
satisfaction; but. under this proposed 
rule they were bound under no cir
cumstances to give a preference to 
such contractors. It would he, there
fore, impossible for the government 
to do absolutely as the business ms-n. 
While, competition by public tender 
was the cardinal "rule for a govern
ment, it was not possible to apply it 
in every case. It was not practicable, 
for instance, to provision by contract 
all the men of tlie N. W. M. P. who 
were quartered here and there all over 
the prairie. That kind of expenditure 
had to be -carried out on the judgment 
of the minister; and, it he was -bles
sed with a good deputy, it was gen
erally pretty well done. With regard 
to the construction of public works, 
the government had a rule that all 
works to cost more than $5,000 were 
to be thrown open to public tender. 
Works below that w.-re carried out by 
private contract.

As to the-proposal to appoint a com
plètent commission,Sir Wilfrid thoaglit 
that^ Mr. Foster had outlined ideas 
that he would have to revise betore 
they were accepted .-yen by his own 
friends. History and experience had 
shown that the British constitutional 
principle of ministerial responsibility 
was the most efficacious of all testeras 
of financial administration. But Mr. 
Fester proposed to break away from 
it and place the expenditure on sup
plies under a commission appointed 
for life.. The commisioners would, 
therefore, not be responsible to any
body; they might do well or ill; but, 
if th.ey did wrong there would be no 
remedy, except inqieachment ov some
thing of that kind; a remedy which 
it would he difficult to apply and 
which was not to be compared with 
that which was available under the 
constitution. Then, again, there 
would not be much tot the. commis
sion to do, if, as Mr. Fester said, 
everything was to be obtained by pub
lic tender and contract. But, apatt 
from this, it was a proposal that ought 
not to be adopted ; because it was con
trary to,human experience that men 
responsible to no one had ever proved 
beneficial.

R. L. Borden said he had not quite 
understood Mi. Foster’s resolution as 
the prime minister had interpreted it; 
but, even it they had a purchasing 
agent or commission, removable at 
pleasure, it would be a serviceable 
check on expenditure.

The minister of finance said that the 
ordinary man, although he did not 
apply Mr. Foster’s methods, thought 
he did things in a business-like way. 
Did even the corporations adopt them?

He had never .seen an advertisement 
from the 1 Canadian Pacific railway, 
asking tor tenders tor supplies. The 
company did no*, purchase them by 
tender and contract; but they had a 
list of persons who, being worth some
thing in their trade, were thought 
competent to furnish the company's 
requirements. Mr. Borden had cited 
the manner in which-the British licet 
was provisioned at Halifax; but, in 
that case, there was no purchasing 
commission. The supplies were 
bought by a responsible officer.

Mr. Borden.here pointed out that 
they had a commissariat department.

The minister ot finance said so had • 
every department of the government. 
The economy with which supplii s 
were obtained depended upon the in
tegrity ot the official charged with 
that duty, just as it would with a 
body of- purchasing commissioner,. 
Mr. Foster’s proposal was unworkable. 
He moved to substitute after tie- 
word "contract”: “So far as practic
able, especially where Targe quanti
ties of goods are required, with regard 
primarily to quality and price: and 
that ail purchase.-? should be made un
der the authority and direction of 
ministers responsible to parliament.”

It. Blain moved as a further am
endment, the substitution oi tin- 
words: “Except ill -cases of unfore
seen emergency and necessity, and 
should bo purchased with regard prim
arily. to quality and price; thaï the 
present : >stem of purchasing through 
middlemen at excessive prices should 
be immediately discontinued.”

W. Roche, of Halifax, remarked that 
Mr. Fasten* administration «1 the' 
marine and fisheries department was 
not particularly distinguished by tin- 
application ot the doctrine oi tender 
and contract; and Sir Chas. Tupper. 
on succeeding to the direction oi tho 
department was congratulated on 
correcting abuses and remedying dis
orders which had been perpetuated 
under Mr. Foster. In condemning 
patronage, Mr. Foster forgot that for 
eighteen years he and his party fav
ored their supporters" to the exclu
sion of Liberals; and it was a .mel
ancholy fact that it was only when 
he ceased to have tlie power to carry 
out reforms that he became a reform
er. Many of the very men, who were 
now dubbed as middlemen, were they 
who supplied the Conservative gov
ernment.

The minister of agriculture said the 
expression of opinion in favor- of ob
taining suplics by tender and con
tract was simply a reiteration of the 
present law. Tlie purchasing depart
ment proposed would be open to tin- 
worst tendencies of bureaucracy and 
malfeasance in office. At present, 
three-quarters, it not nine-tenths oi 
the supplies were bought by tender 
and contract; and much of the bal
ance was not, because conditions pre
vented. He'advised the House to vote 
down Mr. Blain’s amendment, be
cause the government did not as a 
general rule, buy from middlemen or 
at excessive rates. When it did buy 
from them it was because they-tend
ered lower.

Mr, Blain’s amendment was de
feated and the government's carried.

THROUGH THE YELLOWHEAD 
PASS.

Montreal Herald—It takes only a 
few lines in a newspaper to *ell that 
contracts have 'been let for lie con

struction' of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
tor 120 miles west of Edmonton, and 
that tenders have been invited for an
other 129 miles beyond that. But it 
means something to be told that when 
t-hiy latter section is completed tlie 
road will he fifty miles beyond tin- 
head of the Yellowhead pass. They 
au- x,u.kiag at this great national 
project from many points. They are 
working east from Prince Rupert, they 
are working west from Edmonton. 
They are spanning iho prairie as fast 
as the rails can be put in place. They 
are cutting rock and tilling muskegs 
to the west of Lake Superior. They 
are at work along tlie height ot land 
in Quebec. And just the other day 
the last of the New Brunswick con
tracts was awarded. Mr. Kipling 
docs well to speak of “drive” as tile 
characteristic note of present day Can
adian- - xisteiiGu. “Drive” there cer
tainly is, all -the. way.across a contin
ent, to get the Grand Trunk Paeilic 
finished and ready for business. 
'Incidentally, it is worthy of note 

that the expenditure on the enterprise 
comes at a very acceptable time, a 
time when other impulses to ousiness 
have taken part of their force. Mr. 
Fielding’s calculation is that thirty 
million dollars will be spent by the 
government this year upon its part of 
the time, and there wi’l be the Grand 
Trunk’s expenditure- in other parts ot 
it besides. Thirty millions dollars 
means a hundred thousand dollars for 
every workiing day in the year, and 
practically the who'e ot that finds its 
ways into the channels of commerce 
and industry in one way and another. 
At a time when the check to industry 
and commerce is only moderate and 
temporary, so large an addition to the 
ordinary working capital ought to be 
the moans of carrying the country un
scathed through whatever difficulties 
may supervene. As to the more per
manent utility of this expendt-ure.most 
Canadians will cordially agree with 
Mr. Leslie M. Shaw, former"secretiry 
oi the treasury in the United Stater., 
that, “the development throughout 
Western Canada in the next, ten years 
will probably exceed that of any other 
country in the world’s history,” and 
are equally convinced that the rai'-. 
ways must play the most important 
part in that development.

THICK, SWOLLEN GLANDS

7

that make a horse Wheeze, 
have Thick Wind, or Choke- 
down, can be removed with

^BSORBINE

or any Bunch or Swelling 1 
caused by strain or lnflain- 
mation. * No blister, no 
hair gone, and horse kept 
at work. #2.00 per bottle, de
livered. Book 3-0 free. ___

ABSORBINK, JR., for mankind, #1.00, de
livered. Cures Goitre, Tumors, Varicose Vein», 
Hydrocele, Varicocele. Book tree. Made only vr
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ff. F, THI1N8, F.0 F.201 Mommxrllt St., Springfield, Hass.
-AM(AH SONS « CO» Montreal. Conadiin Agents.

furniahed by Martin Bole & Wynne Co., Winnipeg 
Batlonal Drug A Chemical Co.. Winnipeg and Cal y or0t 

—w." Pander ton Broa. Co. Ltd- Vaor-o-^-.

CLOSING SESSION OF 
RED DEER CONVEN

Butter and Cheese Men of Prj 
Close- Highly Profitable 
ence—Prize-Winners in tDo| 
tions—Interesting Discussio

Bulletin Special.
Red Deer, April 'J. The svèond 

the afternoon meeting was held 
I.O.O.F. Hall, called to order 
o’clock. Each .of these sessions 
grow in interest at least they 
attendance. Quite n number- of { 
farmers were in to-d:iy to the 

1 judging school and a grout many ol 
stayed for the meeting in 1he* H<| 

Geo. Harcourt, Deputy -Minis 
Agriculture, gave an address on D; 
and Dairy Stork. Mr. Ilarcomt 
was glad to be present and have tl 
■portunity to speak.with so manvl 
tentative iqen. all the eivanrorv di 
in the province being represented, 
mail in convention were laying a frl 
turn of a work of great "benefit, 
people of the province, lie xvas 
nee the interest taken in tin* sluelj 
ing school and in tlie butter 

• class. This w.is good cxpei ii-iu 
meant better work next year, 
worker here would become on. his 
home a missionary, moulding pu hi 

"inion and stirring up the patvf 
their share of the work. Better) 
better care of milk, .patrons and [ 
makers working together. True cj 
àtion would mean*great success i| 
creameries.

The speaker next said that in 
over the country, one would fi 
every district that =h«:d p'rogre<.s| 
forged to the front had for its foun 
stock raising. Business men won 
you the ready money was in the 
districts. . This northern part 
berta was specially adapted by 
for .dairying and lie imped to 
Central and Northern -Alberta fail 
its dairying.

Beef and Dairy Cattle. 
There were two Mines in stock-: 

—Beef and Dairy . It ‘might not hi 
sible to change at-once., still if we| 
ed a dairy herd we must get rid 
beef bulls. ""Build up your herd| 
said. "Pick out the best dairy co 
keep track of what these eotvs 
Testing was very-important. He 
suggest weighing the milk night! 
morning, -and thus if could be 
once it" the ' cow was ‘keeping uj 
flow. Stick-to-it-iveners, was ; 
portant point in a good dairy co\v.| 
ter makers and cheese makers shou 
4o get all tlieir patrons to test. | 
cows and better herds would soon 
They should get tlieir patron tel 
their calves, pick the ones from thj 
milkers and cut out the others ancf 
only the good.

As To Feeding.
The speaker next dealt with thl 

question. lie said, “Feed is one hi 
breed. No pure bred stock develop 
at tho expense of feed. There" ail 
many cows in Alberta that are fq 
their capacity. People try to kee 
many and do not feed to the lknitl 
must consider that cows are machij 
convert raw food into milk. Get| 
of good constitution. They have 
capacity, but it was economy in thd 
run.”

By taking up" the cow tost at ClI 
World’s Fair he showed that thq 
cow made u. profit of $72 for tin 
and the poorest a profit of $24, 
of feed for tho two animals was 
cally tho same.

In connection with feeding, 
was very important. Cave and a ltd 
should be given every dairy cowj 
likened a dairy cow to a raeenors 
cow is tuned up to do a great 
work and must be looked after, 
stables were economy.

The Question of Breed. 
There was. a big leverage in del 

ing the herd. If, as had been said 
bull was half the herd,.then we cud 
get the best that money, «time anl 
perlen.ee can buy. Tho farmers I 
did not pay enough for their bulls.l 
thought the price of a cow ov twj 
all a bull was worth. Good bull’s! 
most important in building up à I 
They engraft on the land tlieir moj 
characteristics,

A great many people talk Sliortl 
but Mr. Harcourt said that altll 
some great dairy herds in England! 
called Shorthorn yet you could nd 
gister these cattle as Shorthorn ini 
ada. Moreover Shorthorns would 
build up a. dairy herd. They evei| 
ly. run to beef.

The speaker would advise the dird 
ôr a few farmers" in each district tor 
together and get in a good dairy bti 

“Swing from beef to dairy as so| 
possible,” he said.

In closing Mr. Harcourt said mucj 
pended on the men at the convoi 
fmm all over the province to carry I 
the knowledge gained and to stir uj 
people to better things. These mvcj 
were an excellent education. He lj 
to see. more of them. More-meel 
meant greater progress and greater! 
cess for the great industry. Thisl 
tion of tho country would somedaj 
come known all over the world 
grout dairy country.

The Discussion.
In the discussion following this sj 

Mr. Craig said the question of brcecj 
a wide one, but we ought to use 
bred sires. Many of the cows here] 
lacking in constitution hence we > 
choose sires of good strong coiistihj 
In* this connection he would like 
-at the Dominion Fair in Calgary 
held June 2!), they expected to 
a tine cattle show' of 15(1 pure bred j 
—Ayrshires, Hulstcius, JcvSeys and I 
Guernseys. Mr. Craig hoped tluf 
great many of these would stay il 
berta.

A. H. Trimble, an old limer ci 
district and the most successful 
man in the district, was asked *.tu 
h's experience in Allierta.

A\. Trimble said lie came hero t j 
jt)eor, Alberta 17 years ago, and h| 
stayed with the row ever since, 
for four years when lie sold most 
herd and went to town to live. Bl 
soon got back to the farm, started I 
with a few head and now had the! 
dation for a good dairy herd of AyrsJ 
It* paid well. His cows this winter] 
worth $100 a month to him. H| 
green feed, oats and beardless 
In the matter of feed lie said he 
oats on summer fallow, in July and I 
the grass dried up in the fall he tl 
his cattle onto that. This kept tli™ 
of milk'up to standard. Mr.-Til 
said in hie experience lie found

amMMI
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