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THE PAST YEAR

The year 1911 ha-3 made nistary
fast. In Canada on September 
21st the Liberal Government iv .ich 
had held power t 1 tit'tcei. \ ears 
was hurled from power bv u popu­
lar plurality of about 5 J.0U0. 
Prince E lward Islan.i La j »ic2e 
been captured by the Liberal Con­
servâtes, who have also gained in 
Alberta md have hel l Ontario by 
a slightly redr.ced but very great 
majority. Reciprocity with the 
United States was decisively ds 
feated by the Canadian e'ectorat. 
who decided to look to the in­
crease of home manufactures for 
increase - of trade and revenue 
rather than to freer trade " it! 
our wealthy ar.tl pu v.-tful neighbor, j 

The Canadian c asus of 1911 
shows en increa e of 1,!>'21,000 in 
ten years, 0r almost 34 per cent. 
While this is satisfactory on the 
whole, the Maritime provinces 
have not appreciatively gained. 
Prince E lward Island has de­
creased by 10,000. Nova Scotia 
has increased by 31,000 but of 
that 20,000 goes to the mining 
county of Cape Breton, and 
nearly all the rest to Halifax city, 
while many of lbs counties have

to resign office. Bat the repu diems 
stood lit in. an-, an armistice having 
been arrange I, a conference be­
tween Imperialist and Rtpabiican.- 
:s now proceeding at Strang hai. 
The ve-y fact that half or more of 

j the people of China want a repub­
lic shows that Asia has cast ofi her 
old ideas and has come out into the 
forefront of political progress 
The out.-ide powers, who have im- 
mercifully bullied an ! robbed tin 
Imperial Chin 1, inti better be am it- 
how they leal with .he aw.ik- ned 
Chine-e people.

t India, where King G-orge and 
’ Queen Mr-)", were pioelaimed Em­

peror ann Eiut-re s in Delhi on tire 
12th ivi-t i o, continues in a poli­
tical ion inept, which will not he 
lessened by Canada s demanding a 
head tax of $200 on the wives and 
children of ihe Sikh seller- in 
British Columbia, and the dis­
crimination against Indians in 
South Africa and 'other parts of 
the Empire. It would seem reason 
able that at least South Africa and 
Nor .hero Australia, regions too 
hot tor white workers. should 
bo opened to Indian immigration 
on honorable term i. Ii the white 
man cant.nues to monopolize the 
whole earth he may one day run

city

up against a uni -n of all the other 
races and be c impelled .<> yield 
them breathing room at con 
siderable loss and humiliation to 
himself:

President Diaz, the feudal lord 
of Mexico, was dethi or.ed by a 
middle cla«- revolution led by the 
wealthy Francisco Maduro, Jr. 
But Madera, having failed to 
eufranenise the common peopl-. 
finds himself with revolution still 
on his hands.

The map of the wor d has 
changed much in 1911. As n re­
sult of the Franco-German settle­
ment, all of Morocco, except the 
small part of the north held by 

has Spain, passes under French pro­
tection, while Germany gets 
80.000 square miles of Front'll 
Congo. Germany's failure to se­
cure part of Morocco may lead to 
an attempt on her part to get mor e 
territory by dividing up Belgian 
Congo with Britain and Franc • 
and Vortugueie Africa with Brit­
ain Russia, taking advantage of 
Britain’s need of an ally against 
Germany, is tak-ng p ssessiou ol 
northern Persia—the better part— 
which will necessitate Britain’s 
taking over the southern coast. 
Italy is progressing slowly to- 
words ihe conquest of Tripo -, 
Barca and Fezzau in Africa, while 
Britain, by refusing to allow 
Turkish spldrors and armies to 
cross Egypt, has practically an 
nexed the latter country. She has 
also, in the name of Egypt, seized, 
the best port of eastern Barca 
which the Italians seemed to have 
neglected.

In south America there have 
been the usual wars iu 1911 but 
no change of boundaries, and no 
change of b mndaries in Europe.

The confession of the McNam- 
ari brotlrers, two labor leaders, 
members uf'Mr.) Democratic party 
politically, that they were guilty 
of causing explosions in buildings 
owned by .pponerd- of union lab 
or, and the connequcnt investiga­
tion into the causes of tire many 
similar explosions throughout the 
United States, goes to show that 
in aoma cf thi Labor organizations 
which do not believe in fighting 
openly under the banner of a dis­
tinctive political party of their 
own, there is something decidedly 
unprograjsive and seriously wrong. 
It is to be hoped that the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing tru­
ths truth will be brought cut in 
the investigation now goingon.

decreased. In New Brunswick,
Kings-Albert, Carle'.on, Charlotte 
and York have lost population.
Kent and Sunbury Queens .barciy 
held their own, S'. John County's 
increase has been all in the city,
Westmoreland outside of Moncton 
has decreased, while the net gain 
of 20.000 for the province is 
practically all in the five northern 
counties. Northumberland ha^ 
increased frem 28,430 in 1911 to 
31.194, or about 10 per cent;
Gloucester by 5000, or nearly 20 
per cent.; Restigouche by 5000, or 
50 per cent., and Victoria- 
Madawaska by 7,000 or 33 per 
cent Sou'h of these counties 
the whole province 
just the same' population as in 
1901. Many imal counties of 
Ontario hare also decreased in 
population. To lemedy this con­
dition we must have at once good 
roads and more scientific terchin„ 
of, and attention to, agriculture.
Federal assistance to the provinces 
for both these purpases ha; been 
promised. ,

Britain has during the year 
undergone a marvellous political 
re-, olution. The House of Lords 
have coosanted tn the Parliament 
B>ll, which deprives them of the 
power of vetoing any bill of the 
Commons more than twice. Too 
third time a bill is passed by the 
same Commons it becomes law 
upon receiving the Kino s signature 
whether the Lords wish it oi not.
The National Insurance bill, 
bringing 13,000,C00 workers un­
der its provisions, was i ccepted 
by the Lords on the 15th instant; 
and the Government s program 
for 1912 includes manhood suffrage 
'(which will increase tie numbei 
of voters from 7,000,000 or 
8,000,000 to 11,000,000, and to 
which the mijority of the 
Common- may, it they please, add 
11,000,000 more by enfranchising 
women), disestablishment of the 
English church in Wales, and 
provincial home rule for Ireland.
If all goes well, Britain by the 
end of 1912 will have progressed 
beyond the utmost demands of 
the people's charter of 1838.

South Africa nUnion took effect, 
on May 31st, Cape Odony, Natal 
Grange River and Transvaal being 
.united into tie Dominion of South 
Africa, with practical independence 
os enjoyed by Canada and 
Australia.

The movement in China towards 
constitutional government baa 
continued to grow, until in Aaga-t 
in 8se Chuen and in October in 
other provinces, a large part of , -
the people rose in revolt aid do- country notably
m a5ed a republic to which .he Switzerland,_ Sweden, Germany, 
ootid southeast of the country now 
adheres 1» c -ndliste the south 
the in -nerchieta conceded res­
ponsible g-ivei ninen', abolished all

ments, state legislatures and 
and county councils.

There has been much religious 
ictivity in many quarters. The 
Roman Catholic church reports 
steady and satisfactory progress 
in German) aud all English -speak­
ing countries. The Baptists have 
made great inroads upon the Greek 
orthodox population of Russia and 
Rouniania. The Mormons contin­
ue 11 make converts in Great 
Britain, Holland and the Scandina­
vian countries aud have invaded 
ne i ly every town of the Maritime 
provinces. The Laymen's mission­
ary movement has displayed cou- 
iderabie vigor among different 

ahurches leading many rich 
men to open their purse­
strings for home and foreign 
mission purposes. The refusal of 
Russia to allow foreign Roman 

itliolic priests, Baptist mission 
arils and Jews to eater her terri­
tory lias led to the denunciation 
by the United States of her treaty 

iVie ' Is!lip and commerce with 
Russia, tli3 treaty to become in­
operative on the first Jay of 1913 
Tills may cause a tarif! war b - 
tween those great nations and 
may yet hue important bearings 
upon international relations. Th 
Bah dte revival of Shiah Mohayi- 
nedatiisi.i has spread during the 

ir tii! it has gained, it is said, 
one-third of all the people of 
Persia. The spread of orthodox 
Mohammedanism m Africa and1 
India proceeds apace, bu: upon 

Japanese and the comparative­
ly pure blooded Mongolian nations 
such as the Chinese, Thibetans, 
Siamese, Burmese and Aunamese, 
the Molmnuiedau missions hive 
had very little infieuiice. While 
Christianity is having a marked 
effect upon all the yellow peoples, 
the Koreans especially arc rapidly 
becoming a Christian nation.

THE DEATH 01 GEORGE MUN80E

MENINGITIS

It is lmky for the person or 
persons who sold the liquor that 
caused the death of George Mtinrue 
that no inquest was demanded, 
and that nobody took the trouble 
of doing the deiecti»e work 
Accessary tc rind out where the 
1 épi .»• came from, if a severe 
penalty awaits the r.e guilty of 
illegally selling pace liq.vjr, what 
should bv the Ï .it • f chose who. to 
make money stili »a>ter, adulterate 
the pure ai tic!-*- ai vn.*ugh at its 
be.s*—with cheap poisons that 
multiply its ueu .iy power many 
times?

Mow long will :l,e people uf 
Ciliadu. • iljv. liquor to oe 
nmnufaCvOTe i >r.d sold by private 
individuals and cci'pjiativos for 
private pM.iitv Mo\v long viiill they 
ulio.v a-'u!'-! at ions i t liquor4*, or of 
food, uv i my other article 
merely tha; soui^ men tnav get 
rich quioKJy ih'.-robj i

Mow long befute we become 
civilize a in reality as well as in 
name? ’ T.ie incident of S^vtiiday, 
when a man known to be an 
irresponsi b.e drunkard, could .'vt 
liquor within a few Hours or 
minutes of reaching town—such 
liquor as could paralyze him so 
quickly—is a disgrace to the 
community. i.L two Scott Act 
Inspectors are not enough let us 
have a ttiird, bu« let us take seme 
steps to protect the poor un­
fortunate men of weak min -Is in our 
midst from a fare inlinitely inoce 
tu/rivle tnan any suen term of j 

ath as that incuired in war, 
p- stiience uv accident by sea or I 
by land.

SaBPHEN LJBACOUK
Stephen Leacock B. A. Pb. I*, 

ir. men of complex accomplishments 
I: ’.,r gifts are very varied and in each 
I: * excels. His realm of thought em- 
l rr.ees topics ranging from the deep­
est to tire most flippant and enter­
taining. Prof, Leacock can write 
- ith equal facility and success an 
article cn the most obscure point in 
DoTitcal Science or a humorous essay 
on acme trivial subject cf the day. Nor 
'.LC-2 ho only interest himself in aca- 

( nlie and literary pursuits. He uses 
hit talents towards the development 
uf his country, by means of direct 
personal appeals to the people. Dr. 
Leacock is a real orator. His per­
sonality is magnetic and this coupled 
with his fine, clear, voice, his flow 
of English, his logic combine to make 
his speeches convincing eyen to the 
skeptic and to rouse his own adhe­
rents to enthusiasm.

It is as u Professor that he is best

STEPHEN LEACOCK

uir.pi

New Zealand, the United State* 
and Britain, the Socialist political 
party has made great program in

______  ___________________ ____ 1811, greatly increasing its voting
apodal privilege! of the Menehoe etiwgtn, and tnu number of its 
and even forced tb« prias* regent ; representative* in national partie-

l

As "hereseems to be mut h misuncb-i • 
si aud mg anil uncertainty about the 
disease tailed mvni»*gitis it might 
be xveil to quote from standard medi­
cal authorities as to what the disease

Loomis, in discussingcerebro spinal 
meningitis, says: All classes and ages 
are subject to if Young troops on the 
march are especially liable to it. Pre­
disposing causes are overcrowding, 
oud ventilation, insufficient or im­
proper food, dampness, ».nd ail other 
bad hygienic surroundings; mental 
excitement, excessive train work or 
bodily fatigue; exposute to excessive 
cold or heat. Cerebro spinal menin­
gitis Ls in no sense contagious. More 
closely allied **rrologically lo labor 
pneumonia, than to any other disease, 
alt h >ugh some have regarded it as a 
varietv of typhus fever, others of 
malaria.”

Osier says* “Cerebro spinal menin­
gitis, a specific infectious dilease 
occurring sporadically in epidemics, 
characterized by inflammation of the 
cerebro spinal meninges and a climical 
course of great irregularity. Predis­
posing causes over exertion, depi ea­
sing mental or bad il v surroundings,* 
ursery and squuler in large tenement 
houses in cities. The disease is not 
directly contagious. It is probably 
not transmitted by clothing or excre­
tions. There are ca^es on record in 
which death has occurred within 
twenty-four hours. Stelle tells of a 
child of five in which death occurred 
after illness of ten hours, and refers 
to a case reported by Gordon in which 
entire duration of illness was only 
five hours.”

Very few people know or practice 
the Uws of health iu regard to 
ventilation even where, as is im­
possible in many tenement houses and 
other buildings, it is* easy to have 
perfect ventilation without undue 
exposure to drafts. Millions of people 
have died through ignorance of how 
to properly ventilate their dwelling 
houses, especially their sleeping 
apartments, and millions of people 
have died eaily from diseases con­
tracted in ill ventilated school houses, 
churches, theatres and other public 
buildings.

The construction of every building 
intended for human habitation by day 
or'night should be superintended by 
qualified officers of the Board of 
Health with power to enforce their 
demands, and school housss, barracks, 
moving picture and other theatres, 
lumber camps, etc., should be 
regularly visited by competent health 
officers who should be responsible for 
the health of the inmates. The slum 
districts should be anolished by the 
g werraent making it possible for the 
poorest family to 'tgve a bright, cheer 
ful and sanitary home. Disease is not 
a curse sent by the Almighty; It Is 
merely the result of man's Ignorance, 
neglect or greed. As soon as the 
majority know the nature and cause 
of disease and are deteimined to re­
move it, >lckntm* w.ll fade away and 
people die only of eld age.

Notice.

The receipt of a sample copy of 
this paper is an invitation to sub­
scribe. Subscription price from 
now to Dec 31st. 1912, is $1.00. 
To all new and all paid-up oil) 
subscribers the UNION ADVO­
CATE and Family Herald and 
Weekly Star with the beautiful 
picture “Home Again” from now 
till Dec 1st, 1912 for $1 50

Free Course
For Farmers

Every progressive funner in New 
Brunswick should remember that the 
free Short vou.se of instruction at 
the Truro Agi icukural College, opens 
on Tuesdav, January 2nd, inst., con­
tinuing for two weeks, when experts 
conversant with farm conditions will 
give the latest and best information 
on the selection, breeding, feeding and 
car e ot different classes of farm live 
stock, on fruit growing, on soil 
cultivation and seed selection.

A two weeks’ Course for laJies, in 
Domestic Science, including Dairy 
Work and Poultry Raising, is conduct­
ed at the sa.De time.

The tuition is absolutely tree, aud 
the only expense to New Bruyswick 
people taking this Course, will be 
their board eu rutile and while at 
Truro. This need not exceed $10.00 
for the whole term,

Buy a single first class ticket for 
Trurc and ask the agent for “Stand­
ard Certificate*' which*, when properly 
filled out at the College, will be accept­
ed by the ticket agent at Truro.

Wh.*n ceitilicate of attendance at 
the Course and a receipt for the money 
paid for railway fare is sent to the 
Department of agriculture, at Fred­
ericton. with an application for refund, 
a cheque for the ainonnt stated in the 
receipt will be issued.

SONS OF TEMPERANCE
IN REDBANK

A public temperance meeting waa 
held in the Presbyterian church at 
Kedbank pn the evening of Dec. 18tb 
The meeting waa addrewed by Grand 
Worthy Patriarch Rev. R. H. S ta vert 
At IM <lnee a division was organized 
and the following officers installed :

W. P.—John Parks.
W. A —Mrs. B. Mullins.
R. S.—Mis» Annie Sutherland.
A. R. 8.—Miss Myrtle McLean.
F K—Mias Maltha Sutherland.
Gond.—Miss Frances Sutherland.
Tress —Miss I*ene Parks.
Chap.—Robe, t Parks.
I. 9.—Mm. John Parks.
0.8.—James Parks.
S. *Y. P. W.—Mrs. James Parks
The night of meeting is to

Tuesday night. •

winter 
. and ken;

;.<• which I've 
f ye*.: I ; ron’i^e l 

v.th strings of <ohi

•?'•! chr.ir, r.sleep ;

known. His sudents are all enthu­
siastic. He ls able by in cans of his I 
humour to infuse life into and to j 
make interesting even tile dry ele-1 
'.rents of Economies as they were j 
explained by John Stuart Mill. It 
in Political Science, however, that 
the professor really excels. Here he 
is cn his own ground ar.d it indeed 
n ?cds an eruGitc opponent to question 
oi argue a point with him on this, his 
hobby subject. He is the author of an 
invaluable little book cn the subject 
entitled, “Elements of Political 
Science.” So lucidly is it written 
that even the layman, through it? 
perusal, may get a comprehensive 
g’*asp of the more salient points of 
tic subject.

In 1907 Dr. Leacock was chosen by 
the Cecil Rhodes Trust to tour the 
British Empire, delivering lectures on 
Imperial Problems. He was every­
where received with much enthusiasm 
and accomplished his mission with 
signal success.

It was significant that a Canadian 
should have been cho.eu for this all- 
important work. Therefore, not only 
Professor Leacock, but Canada as a 
whole should have felt herself raised 
to a very dignified and prominent 
posit'*' ' : the eyes of the Empire.

T t * ny-sided man ie
hai. • •Ln*s Successor by
lie i. ig reader. This
may cr n ... .v be absolutely 
deserved. Still Dr. iu a cock’s humorous 
works make delightful reading. They 
hike the veriest pcct-:!:n;st cut of him- 
3elf and make him a human fun- 
levin g man. They ore effervescing 
and bubbling ever with clean inoffen 
sive satirical wit. Literary Lapses 
had a phenomenal run His 
la, est effort Nonsense Novels 
published by Publishers’ Press Ltd.
Montreal, and by the John Lane Co.
London and New York, according tc 
ali indications will have a still targei 
circulation.

It is unnecessary to dwell on wha«
Dr. Leacock has done for McGill since 
hi? appointment to the Chair of iu 
Department of E<'jr.omics and Poli­
tical Selene. It Is sufficient to say 
that from Insignificance, Pjrof. Lea* 
cock’s department has become th< 
strongest of any In the Faculty o)
Arts.

Dr. Stephen Butler Leacock wai 
born at Swanmoor, liant, Eng., ir 
1S69. He came to Canada in 1876 
He received his primary education a<
Upper Canada College and from then 
entered Toronto University. After r^ 
reiving his degree Dr. Leacock taugh 
».t his old school, Upper Canada Col 

He then took his Ph. D. at tm 
graduate school of Chicago University ! ~ct your fiddle 
receiving it in 1902. °
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| THE FIRE PEOPLE |
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“Ef you keep on talkin' in Oat 
way,” said Uncle Dickey, to the fire, 
“you'll sho’ son’ me off ter sleep, an* 
I’ll be too stupid ter play de fiddle 
w’e:i de young folks comes ter dance, 
fer you talk Lik* you is in a dream— 
fur off, somewhar—tryin’ ter tel) it 
all, an’ yit keepin’ somethin* baek- 
Ycu wants ter say it, an’ you dunno 
hew. Ever. Fence fust dark you been 
at it — des sayin’ an’ sayin’ things, 
over an’ over. I reckon I’ll have ter 
go off in a sleep, an’ see ef a dream 
won’t tell me——”

:: x x
Out* of the fire came fantastic 

shapes—regiments cf strange beings; 
little children, clothed in rainbow 
colors: witches of old, that ride the 
winds, soldiers, with their captains— 
a fÏ::me-wreathed host of them; and 
last of all, the Old Man of the Fire, 
who is the Fire's Voice, when it 
talks and sings through the white 
Winter nights.

“Ucre.” ho said, to the strange fiery 
company, “::i tris poor cabin home, 
dwells an c’d man who has nothing 

t his fiddle and the joy of making 
others happy with its music; and he 

heard jpo singing and talking1 
the fire for many,, 
hr s talked back tn
n.y with me in the 

; i I've "said things 
. ever said to any 

a gold fiddle, 
and a gold fidriâe- 

iu his rickety 
: \ dreaiuitu: of it

**rêPr

tow ; and h's peer plain fiddle is nt 
j 1 a side there! This is the night for 
re to redeem my promise, ami make 
he old nr n harpy; hut Lr.it. let roc 
a! e his fiddle and play the sparking 

music of the Fire, for all of you to , 
iaure by. Perm yourselves In a ring, 
•irjund him — all of you — while i 

up the merriest îune I know. 
Then when we all go back into the 
Fire, a:td the old man wakes, he'll 
find the golden fiddle I promised hba. 
.v:ù ail cf you -hall help to fill it 
v th gold!

Now,then, — tr’:e your place all?
But v/hen the people of the Fire 

were ready for *he dance, and the 
Oid Mrn of the K.re had seized Gte 
fiddle, and tried a string or two, to 
strike the rigV tunc. — “snap?” meat 
the strings, and tee fiddle itself be­
came a fiame, end fell in ashes tn the 
ficor, and one cf the f re-eriithcs 
Ilcw up the chimney with the captniu 
of the fire-soldiers, and, the little 
' hlldren of the fire were changed yet» 
rod sparks that went flying up-raid. 
and the Old Man cf the Fire fc;d 
himself in it once mere, and------

XXX

An Eminent Banker.

The present system of Banking In 
Canada, which has boon commended 
and often followed In other countries 
to a great extent owes its existence 
to Sir Edward Clouston. Perhaps ae 
one person has had such a clear -In­
sight Into banking affairs, or done ee 
much to promote the excellent system 
now In operation in Canada aa has 
fcfr Edward Clouston. His principle 
work was In connection with the Bank 
of Montreal, which is now one of Ae 
soundest financial Institutions of tbs 
world. Vis was born in the small 
tillage of Moose Factory In ISO. On 
leaving the Montreal High School at 
the age of IS years, he entered the 
Bank of. Montreal, and after many 
years hard work he raised hlnmslf 
*n Us present pèttûn. ~

"Hey! Uncle Dickey! Wake r-p. nag 
a half dozen merry 

voices shouted, as the joyous crowd 
trooped in the dcor. “What's the 
mr.tter, old man? Here we are for a 
dance! Get your fiddle?”

\
“I ain’t got no fiddle,’ *he said, xs 

he looked about him. “I ain’t «nt ^ 
no fiddle ’tall. It xvug burnt op dee 
a while ngo —• It sho’ wuz. Non

“He’S balf-as’rep yet," they 
“Here’s yevr LdJ.c, old man. Whot'm 
the matter?’’

“1 see it all now," he said: “It we* 
al) de fault o’ de Fire, w’aat taUrod 
me ter sleep, an’ der. tent a dream 
ter me, t»*»’ marie be!love u.y oi* l.dtfie 
bad ketched fira at»’ burnt op!

“Indies an’ Gentlemen, 
all, an’ Clirititmas G4f!“

onetr*
Jüd.

RIGHT IN LINE

No matter whet’s the price to 
There’ll be no retrogress!*; 

We’ll meet^the Xevz Year cn the m 
Join the procession!

This world’s the pleasant pins 
stay—

It’s fine, beyond expressing 
Shake hands, and walk tha a 

way:
Join the pewwsslon!

8AXE BACKSLIDER 
Ton swear off in the bran* New « 

The pood Intentions hit j*; 
Ton'll Mrs he good. It’s

tear Old Nick’ll pit pan.

But t<2k the word 1 say ter pew­
it's worth the beast**: 

Ten days from then you'll say to m
I do ii awcartnT

w

t


