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“We weren’t looking at jewels—I
believe I hate them!” Lisabel said,|
linking her arm in Elaine’s. “Come;
along if you are going out. That is
much more to my taste!”

“Come, Gracilia!” cried Elaine. “We
want everybody!”

Gracilia thrust the box back into
the press. She was glad she had told
Lisabel. Her heart felt lighter. She
wondered as she hastily fastened on
her hat and prepared to go down-
stairs if Elaine had been long in the
room and how much she had heard.

CHAPTER VIIL.

Gracilia Latimer felt happier that
evening as she dressed for dinner than
she had done since her aunt’s death.
When she reached the drawing-room
she thought at first that she was the
only person there, but she had taken
but a few steps when Colin Grantly
came out from a window where he
had been standing, and at once join-
ed her. She could not avoid seeing
the flash of admiration in his eyes,
and it confused her.

“You are not tired after your

“After a stroll of at least half a
mile? No, I do not feel particularly
fatigued, thank you!”

~I was foolish to ask that. I re-
member becter things of you. In the
old times we used to go miles and
never remember how far we were
from home.”

“I am so znxious to hear Miss Vex-
inder sing. Why, where is the piano?”

“The footumen have just removed it
to the little inner room.”

“Elaine doés not like an audience,
s.e says. L suppose she prefers to
sing where she cannot be seen.”

“I should deduce as much from the
removal that has just taken place.
Miss Latimer, there was a time when
your conversation was not as colour-
less as at present. I always consider-
ed you an exceptionally good talker,
but now I might as well have Lady
Annandale ior my companion.”

“You have a great spite against
Lady Annandale. To me she appears
amiable and chcrming.”

“[ agree to the ‘amiable’, but you
know tha: she is not charming. You
take precisely the same view cf her
as I do. [tis strange in how many
points we agree.”

“What points? Mind, I do not at
all allow that you are right.”

“I am right. As to the points, in
the first place we agree as to Lady
Annandale.”

“Do leave her out of your conver-
sation, Your petty shafts are con-
temptible.”

“In the mext place, we both like
Miss Beresford.”

“E.:erx one must, so that proves

ing.

“And we both wonder if we like
Miss Verinder.” i

“How can you say such a thing?”
Gracilia cried indignantly. “Where
should I be now but for her kindness?
She had my rooms prepared for me
in the most beautiful way, and when
she saw I was in black she insisted
on supplying me with everything a

girl could wish for in the shape of
wearing apparel. You really go be.
yond the bounds of what is allowed to |
an acquainiance in your statements,’
which are entirely without founda-!
tion.”

His smile enraged her, for it told
that he persevered in his opinion, but
she was unable to say any more, for'
the mistress of the house entered at|
that moment, smiling and gracious, |
looking mores than ever like “the lily-
maid.” Mrs. Beresford and Lisabel
were with her, and Lord Brixton fol- |
lowed them Every one looked in|
admiration a: the beautiful vision be-)
fore them.

She wore a white silk gauze dress,
exquisitely fitting, which set off her)
slender figure to the best advantage. |
A small tiara of gold and large pearls
crowned her pale-gold hair, and
necklace to match clasped her slender
throat. There was a delicate flush on
her cheeks, and her blue eyes looked
round, with a certain shyness, like a|
child appealing for approbation and !
encouragement, Gracilia thought she
had never seen anything more lovely.
She instanly repressed the feeling
that Lisabel’s simple pink frock was
more suitable to such a small gather-
ing. Nothing, no nothing should |
induce her to give any colour, even |
in her thonghts, to Colin Grantley’s
insinuation.

Miss Verinder was a charming
hostess, and dinner passed off delight-
fully. Every “one \/as impatient to
hear tlie wonderful voice which Herr
Eberhardt had praised so highly, and
no ore cared to linger in the dining-
room. Gracilia threw cven more
eagerness than she felt into her man-
ner as she sat down beside Lisabel in
a nook which she was sure Colin
Grantly could not invade. She did
not look towards him or appear con-
scious of his presence.

“Now, good people,” Elaine said
gaily, when all were gathered, “you !
must remember that you have prom-
jsed to let e take my own way about
this singing. I must explain to you
first that my maid is also my foster-
sister and that she was trained to ac-
company me when I sing. I don’t be- |
lieve that I could form a note if any
one else sat at the piano, so I have|
told her to be ready.” |

“Ig she in the inside room?” asked
Mrs. Beresford. All these prelimin- |
aries bored her, particularly in the|
provoking circumstance that Lisabel
could not sing 2 note, and that Lord
Brixton, whom she wished her to!
marry, was decidedly musical. l

“She is coming,” Elaine answered. |
“There is a door at the back of the|
room, and she need not pass through
here. She plays well, but she is very
shy.” !

XAre lamps to be lighted?” Lord
Brixton asked, peering into the
shadowy inner room. “I begin to feel
qucer. If T were near Miss Beres-
ford I should ask her to hold my
hand.”

“You are rot near me, I am thank-
ful to say,” Lisabel answered calm-

ly. “Miss Latimer and I managed
t¥13t." {

Elaine, murmuring that she would
§° and see if Giulietta was ready,

glided from the room. In the inner
rorry, which had not yet been lighted
up, a screen could be dimly discern-
ed, behind which the piano was
placeG. The guests were grouped at
the end of the long drawing-room
farthest ‘from it, and this, 2dded to the
darkness, gave rise 1o some good-
humoured talk about the feeling of
mystery which all declared they felt.
Presently one of the electric lights
was turned up, and Giulietta came out
ot a door at the back and glided
acrocs the room until she disappeared
behind the screen. She did not raise
her eyes or glance .towards her audi-
ence as she passed, and in an instant
she was hidden from view. The next
moment Elaine, shy and smiling, ap-
peared. She bowed slightly to her
guests, and then, moving back a little
so that she should not stand in the
full glare of the light, opened her
music;

The Italian girl made it evident
from the iirst note that she was an
accomptished mus.9:n, but all
thought of her was forgotten when
Elaines cxquisite, perfectly-trained
voice was heard. She was a singer of
surpassing brilliance and sweetness.
Every sound was hushed as she pour-
ed out her heart in the Italian song
which told of her love for the land
she had left. Gracilia had not studied
the language deeply, but she could
catch the meaning, and her eyes were
wet with strange tears" when the song
was finished. The tense silence which
followed told of the effect the singing
had hed on the rest. Then suddenly
Elaine broke into a gay little French
chansonnettc, which relieved the sad-
ness of her first song, and when it
was finish=d, with a smile an'd a
sweeping courtesy, ' she vanished
through the door at the back. .

At the same instant the lights in
the inner room were lowered.

“Well, that was the most marvel-
lous thing I ever heard,” Lord Brix-
tan said. “Herr Everhardt was cer-
tainly right, and we have a gemius
among us. And the girl plays mag-
pificently; I never heard two pecple
more perfectly attuned.”

“It was marvellous, as you say—
that is the only word for it,” Colin
Grantly said.

When Elaine returned they a_ll
crowded round her to express their
admir7tion, : e

“Oh, please don’t!” she cried. “If
you say any more I shall be sorry I
sang. It is really a great trial to me,
and I want to ask you, if I ever sing
any more, 20t to come into the room
or say anything to me. Lisabel knows
that 1 scarcely ever sing for any-
body, and it was only because I
thought*it would give you all pleasure
that I tried this evening.”

«We will do exactly whatever you
wish,” Lord Brixton caid. “It would
be vary ungrateful of us to do any-
thing else after the pleasure you have
given us. Remember that we
all want as much as we can get, and
if we do not-ask it is only
we hope we shall be more successful
by that plan. That maid of yours 18
a fine player.”

“Yes, she was trained at the same
time as I was,” Elaine answered.
“And now, please, don’t say a word
more about me. I want Gracilia 1o
play.”

“IT¢ is very good and humble of me
to do it after what has gone before,’
Gracilia said, rising. “No, don’t both-
er turning on the light. I play from
memory. And please let everybody
talk.” i

Gracilia was an excellent musician,
and she received many thanks when
she at length rejoined the others.

“That was good,” Colin Grantly |
said, seating himself beside her, “and
took me back to old times. Do you
know I used often to sit and dream
of your playing when I was at the
other side of the world?”

“Had you time for dreams?”

“Yes, they never stopped.” Their
eyes met and hers dropped, and.
though she moved away, he did not
look unhappy.

‘Why do you snub Mr. Grantly so
unmercifully?” Lisabel asked, as ‘the
two girls sat that night in Miss Beres-
ford’s room,

“Why do you snub Lord Brixton?”

“I don’t. I like him well enough.
but my stepmother’s tactics are so
very obvious that self-respectobliges
me to do something. Now you are
positively rude to Mr. Grantly. Your
eyes flash and your nostrils dilate;
you look haughty and forbidding.”

“Do I? I intended to be civil.”

“Civil? Then I must be positively
gushing to Lord Brixton! My dear
Miss Latimer, you are like a frozen
frog!”

“Call me Gracilia! I forgive your
scolding; I have nobody else to do
it now.”

“You poor Gracilia. Well, I shall
scold you and do’everything disagres-
able that is for your good. And I

 must be Lisabel. Do you know you
| are making up to me for Lucy Carden

being carried away! Remember, Lucy
was my particular friend, not Elaine,
and I rather disliked coming here
when she was gone. I knew I should
feel lonely.”

“Elaine was right about the kind-
red spirts. I felt dreadfully lonely too
without exactly knowing why. 1
have nothing to do. You see, Elaine
is so much attached to that maid of
hers that she does not want me.”

“I don’t like that girl; I felt as if
a serpent were sittinig at the piano
if such a thing could be.”

“It couldn’t!” Gracilia said laugh-
ing. “Where is your home, Lisabel?”

“Near London. You must come to
me there.”

“I will, when you have a home of
your own. That is not what I was
thinking of. I was wondering if it
was true that Lucy Carden is in Sur-
rey, and if so, whether you could find
her out.” E

“I intend to do so, And you, on
your side, must write and tell me if
you hear anything. Promise me, Gra-
cilia, that you will write to me.
Though my stepmother is so anxious
to get rid of me, I am not too pov-
erty stricken, My mother’s fortune

'midnight.

.resigned owing to illshealth. He has

became mine when I came of age, and |/ -
I could always help Lucy”—she paus- ;
ed and then slightly pressed Gracilia’s 7

hand—“or you, if either of you want-
ed a friend.”

Gracilia was not in general inclined
to show. emotion, but as she offered
Lisabel a silent kiss her eyes were
full of tears.

CHAPTER IX.

When Gracilia met Miss Verinder
the next day she knew that something
unusual had happened. Though Ei-
aine’s disposition was so sunny, Gra-
cilia had ‘begun to know the signs of
disturbance, and she was sure, unruf-
fled as she seemed, that they were
there. +Her guests were gathered
around the luncheon table, and Gra-
cilia, listening to her words, found
the reason.

“I had a letter from Sir Everard
Denham this morning,” Miss Verin-
der remarked. “He says that he is
coming for a few days and will be
here this afternoon. I am so glad. We
must try to persuade him to stay for
my dance.”

“I am delighted!” said Lisabel.

Sir Everard was known to every
member of the party except Colin
Grantly and Gracilia, and all were
pleased at the prospect of his coming.
Gracilia studied him as he sat at tea
that afternoon in the great hall. He
looked about thirty, with a strong,
rather worn face and deep, piercing:
eyes. His manner was kind but slight-
ly pre-ocupied. He roused himself af-
ter a while and began to talk.

“I met an old friend of yours,
Elaine,” he said, “as I was coming—
a lady who had known you in Italy.
I ll.appenqd to mention the station to
which I was bound, and she immedi-
ately asked if you lived here.”

l_’lease hand me that screen,”
Elaine said, speaking to Colin Grant-
ly, who was next to her. “The room is
insufferably hot! Yes, you were tell-
ing us about the Italian lady, cousin
E\‘r‘erard. Who was she?”

She was not Italian, but American.
When once the flood-gates were
open she poured out her whole
history aud a good part
of yours. Her health was poor, and
she was recommended to settle in
Italy, which she did a few years ago,
and while there got to know your
father. I had no idea that you were
brought up in such strict seclusion.”

(.To. be Contim_xed)

ROBBERS BOARDED
T&P. MAL TRAN

Entered Mail Car, Bound
and Gagged Clerks, and
Stole Registered Mail

5 Skt
By Special Wire to the Courier.

Shreveport, Lt., March Robbers
boarded a Texas “and Pacific mail
train No. 23, at the depot here early

this morning as the train was pulling | ~

out. They entered the mail door and
bound and gagged two mail clerks,
and took two pouches of registered
mail. They left the train at Shreve-
port Jurction about two miles from
the depct.

An official of the roac notified the
poiice who immediately despatched a
squad of officers in high powered au-
tomobiles after the robbers.

It was said that there were two of
them. The value of the contents of
the registered pouches is not known.

Number 23 is the fast mail. train
running between New Orleans,and
Fort Worth, and left Shreveport gt
11.55 p.m. last night, After fée
bandits left the train, the mail clerks
worked their way loose from their
bonds and gave the alarm. :

The robbers are reported to be
young men, but the mail clerks are
unable to say whether they were
white or negroes. Police think the
men may have escaped on a north-
bound train leaving here shortly after

TWO SMALL BOYS
DROWNED AT GALT

Were Playing on the Ice
‘When It Floated Out
With Them.

Galt, March 2g—A double drown-
ing occured yesterday afternoon, when
Thomas Arthur and Alfred Dempsey,
both six-year-old lads lost their lives,
with a playmatc, Arthur Campbell
they got on a piece of ice near the
shore of Mill Creek and had been
playing there for a short time when a
floating floe struck it, and it too
started down stream. Ninc-year-old
Ted Wilson succeeded in rescuing
Campbell, but the other boys, after
being carried some distance, fell into
deep water and were washed beneath
the ice.

The fire brigade was called out and
an effort made to recover their bod-
ies, but so far without success.

Has Resigned.

By Special Wire to the Courler.
Tokio, March 30 — Lieut.-Generau
Ichinosuke Oka, minister of war, has

been succeeded by Lieut.-General
Ken-Ichi Oshima, who had held the
post of vice-minister of war.

BRANTFORD ASTONISHED BY
SIMPLE MIXTURE.

Brantford people are astonished at
the INSTANT action of s mple
buckthorn bark, glycerine, ets., as
mixed in Adler-ika. ONE S5POON-
FUL demoves such surprising foul
matter it relieves almost ANY CASE
of constipation, sour stomach or gas.
Because Adler-i-ka acts on BUTH
lower and upper bowel, a few doses
often relieve or prevent append.citis.
A short treatment helps chionic

omach trouble, M. H, Robertson,
imited, - o oopasimoomx

'made here for a meeti.y of represent-

|
400 mﬂ [NG'N[ERS By Special Wire t_o the Courier.
. B March 30.—_The
T sider a proposal which had been re-
Ask For an Eight-hour Day
the effect that inasmuch as interna-
- Socialist organizations in each coun-
HAVE A MONTH
e Mon Poli could be made possible in Europe and
Ralho,ad Men Believe 100- the recurrence of a war such as the
consideratian by it of such questions
could concarn itself with was the pro-
firemen and trainmen will be presentzd
headquarters in different parts of the 5
With Conterence
ons, asks for an eight hour day with- A
until“April 29 to prepare their repiy.

It is understood that the railroads| withou: any exception, satisfied with
tional refusal that leaves the way | tonio Salandra, the Italion premier, to
open for further negotiations. a representative of The Matin, “Qur
tive committee of the adjustment | 1ties. We are particularly pleased
boards, which has charge of the sub- at the importance given during our
committee’s statement says: S St

“In making the demand for ths|2 state of war implies certain restrict-
selves justified, believing that trains i6 ;

¢ s by the loyal co-operation of all. 1
can be so managed that the 100 miles | jieve that a judicious and equitable

Labor Party
London, Labor
ceived from the international Social-
With Same Pay and Time-
natignal gathering of Socialists is im-
try should undertake to consider, sep-
IN WHICH TO REPLY present war, the question of the con-
Mile Day Can be Run present be made impossible.
was impossible and undesirable and
By Special Wire to the Courler.
New York, March 30.—The de-|secution of the present war to a vic-
to the general managers of the'several
country to-day. The employes who
out reduction in pay and time and a| .- g.. a1 Wire to the Conrler.
already have made ready a tentative the resolutions which were taken at
The position of the unions is ex- votes were unanimeous and their sub-
mission of the demands to-day. The deliberatons to the guestion of ship-
eight hour day, the unions feel them- ons and privations, but these priva-
required of a railroad man per day

The |

Coalition Withs
At the Polls

Candidate Victor by Big Ma-
jority in Bye-
Election.

By Special Wire to the Courier.

ent.

policy of the government.

the aquestion of
liquoy traffic which he opposed. Mr.
Jacobsen received 4,989 votes and Mr.
Davis 3,215. :

Thousands Perished.

By Special “"lre to the Courier.
| Berne, via Paris, March 29, 11 p.m.

—Of 30,000 Serbian refugees who, fol-
lowing the invasion of their country !
py the Teutonic allies, headed south-
ward, only 8,000 succeeded in reacsing
Saloniki all the others having per- |

ished of cold and hunger on the way, | A
received | that the government will get about

according to a report just

Cross.

Fighting in China. :

London, March 30—The coalition
government has scored another vic-
tory at the polls, its candidate Owen
Jacobsen, having been successful in a
bye-election at Hyde with a majority
of 84 over T. H. Davies, independ-

The tye-election was caused by the
resignation of Francis Neilson who | .
found he could not support the war | itions of war act, and warns the men

Mr, Davies tcapat the election on !

from Mlie. Comte of Geneva, repre- | $45,000 more per annum from
sentative at Saloniki of the Swiss Red | SOUrce than it has been getting, the

system is about to be adopted, which

will relieve the transport trouble

from which both you and we have :
been suffering.”

UNCONSTITUTIONAL

Council of Engineers Orders
Men in Glasgow District
to Go to Work.

By Special Wire to the Courler.

London , March zo—After an in-
vestigation of the grievances of the
men who have quit work in the Glas-
gow district, the council of the Amal-
gamated Society of Engineers decid-
ed to-day that the strike in six Clyde
shops was unconstitutional and called
¢n the men to return to work.

The council points -out that the
strike is in contravention of the mun-

|
|
i
]

! they are liable to fines which may be
i deducted from their earnings.
The council states that the Clyde

triction of the! gistrict is the only one affected.

Cost of Marrying
Increased to $5

|
!
'n

Government has decided to_increase
' the cost of marrying. At present the
marriage license fee is $2. It is to
be raised to $5. The change means

this

| number of marriages in Ontario in
%normal years aggregating 15,000. Of
| the present fee twenty cents goes to
|'the government and. $r:80 to ‘the is-

Amoy, March 30— Reports trom ' guer of the license. Of the new fee

Swatow, province of

not to enter the city.

harbor gthere, :

province o Kwang-Tung, $3 20 will go to the government and
say that fighting is in progress there g; go to the issuer of the license.

and that foreigners have been warned :
city.  The United| The Saltimore and Ohio Railroad
States gunboat Wilmington is in the ' hag orde;ed 75,000 tons of steel rails

| for 1917 delivery.

Will Meet
party of the British parliament has
held a meeting under the chairman-
ship of Arthur Henderson, president
of the Board of hducation, to con-
jst bureau. The proposal was to to

and-a-Half Overtime. possible under the present conditions,
arately and without reference to the
ditions on which enduring peace
3 s British Labor Party decided that any
in Eight Hours.
that the only thing the Labor party
mands of nearly 400,000 engineers, | torious termination. :
railroad companies involved at their All Satisfied
belong to the so-called Big Four uni-
half for overtime. The railroads have &

Paris, March 30—“We are all of us
answer, which amounts to a condi- | the conference of the allies,” said An-
plained in a statement by the execu- ject matter represented concrete real-

ping and freights. We recognize that
tions can be reduced to a minimum
can be put inside of eight hours. As

the train service is now, single crew | 9 3 :
engines in the switching service, on HERE S A NEW P' I
which only one crew works in the

twenty-four are often compelled to
work from ten to sixteen hours a
day. It is injustice such as this as
the railway unions want ended.

“We will submit our demands all
aver the United States. Then we will
attend to our regular routine work
until the end of thirty days given the
railroads to' comsider our demands,
when we will remurn to receive the
reply of the railroad companiés.

“Our desire is'to open. negotiations:
with railroads on our demands, and
we have no intention of talling strike
to the railroads or submitting,an ulti-,

matum.” i o Ll
Arrangements already have bzen
atives of the employes and managers

of the Erie, New!Jersey Central and
New York Central Railroads to-day.

Guaranteed
to Hold Its
Color
Forever !

7
L X

We have quite a range
in stock.

But we are unable to se-
cure more at any-
thing near the old pri-
ces.

Our Fancy. Suitings will
please you.

Remember, we can give
you a Suit from $20
up. '

the many readers of ' the Courier.
Through special arrangements made
with the representative of Gus I;Iill,
wnose latest musical comedy review,
“Polly and Her Pals” js coming %0
{he Grand Opera House next Tues-
RN day evening, April 4th, the Courier
S will offer the following prizes for the

first ten correct answers received att
Huighes & Howie

the Courier office not later than
10 MARKET ST.

Saturday night, April 1st.

First prize, 4 box seats.

Second prize, 2 box seats.

Third and to tenth prizes, 2 best
orchestra seats.

Published herewith is a cut in which
is seen “Polly” and a certain pumber

THAT'S COMING TO

Here is a brain gickling contest for

7ZLE! “POLLY AND
HER PALS,” AND GOOD PRIZES, TOO

A LITTLE BRAIN TEASER THAT WILL REWARD YOU, AS WELL AS A
CHANCE TO SEATS FOR THE MUSICAL ‘COMEDY BY THAT NAME
THE GRAND—TEN PRIZES—TEN.

Name .....o =

Address ....

See how many of them
you can discover. It is really very
simple and a little time and study
will put you on the right track. It is|
not necessary to return this illustra-
tion with your answer. Just fill out
the coupon below and mail it or leave
it at the Courier office. Put in a plain

of her “pals.”

i ——

envelope addressed to “Polly Congest
Editor” Courier. The ﬁm’& COr-
rect answers to “Polly an %
Rfals" will get the prizes.  Name
of the winners will be publis i
the %oqrier goxt c!klo bo ' at
which time the tickets e sent to
tk= lucky contestants. i
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Toronto, March 30— The Ontario
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Detroit Offers
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Toronto, March
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Firstbaseman G
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more money.
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Philadelphia, Ma!
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yesterday filed in
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ganized baseball fo
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U. of T. Lac
Tou

Toronto, March
tour of the Unive
crosse team to t
which have teams
ion of the United
taken this year.
terday in reﬁrd !
spring, 'W. McM
both actively and
with the U, of T
arranges and mai
fied the newsps
that it would be
the jaunt this sp

Of last year’s
now attendina‘v
are Madnager M€
The others have
their courses d
or have donned
vents them from
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