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AFTERNOON SEBRION.
Bbebuie v the Drafi fddress in Amswer o
#His Excellemcy’s Speech.

O motion of fon, Mr. KELLY, the Iicuse resolved
steclfinto o Commiltee of the whole, totake into eonsid-
eration the Deafl Address fn soswer o HisExcclleney’s
Speech at the vpeniag of the Session,~3lv. Benn in
the Chalr. .

-

The 15t paragraph wus agreed to withuut reuark.

On the 24 paragraph being read—

Flon, My, HENSLEY roie {0 wove is adoplion, and
satdi—3Lr. Chaivman: This clanse may not meel with
{he approval of all hon. mewbers, chough [ am unable
to see thal one ean vaireagainst it a valid objection.
Tt dues not censare aty wariy; it simply states o fact,
While it savs that “the late time al which it was deced
advisable to disseive the last Assembly, and the Minis-
forial arrangements resulting from the Genernl Elee-
tion,” preveated s Exeelleucy from suunnoning the
House at au cavlior period, it does not_cast the least
veflection upon the late Government. We churitably
suppose that they had good reason for delaying the
Eleciion. But, as some cight or ten mouths of the
most suitable scason of the year for holding i, elapsed
before the House was dissolved, a satisfactory explan-
ation of the matter, from some of His Excellency’s
Inte advisers, would, no doubt, be gratifying to hon.
mewmbers, as well a5 to the people generally, As you
are uaware, Bir, the © ministerial arrangemecols
relorred (o fu the clanse, are those rendered necessary
by the vesignation of the lute Govermnent and s
principal officers, whose places had to be filled up {0
caryy on thie public business of the Uolouy. Those
hon. members who accepted offices of cimolument, of
COnrse,
writy foy the Kleetions, la ruch casos, were wade
returvbable as soon as possible, delay in ealiing the
Legislature together was Tmpossible. . We do notwish
i atiach blame to the late purty In power; we
wmerely express aur willingness, notwithstamling tae
Iatenges of the Sessivn, w devote a sufiicient flme to
magure such veasuves 48 the exigencies of the Colony
and the public serviee may reguive. dr bowever,
wourld afford e pleasure to heay from fwo o mem-
bers present Odescrs. Dunean wid Henderson), who
helid s ab the tate Executive Board, an explanatieon
of the renson why the General Blection was so lung
delayed. s surmi-ed that the late Govermment
deferred ihe dissolution of the Assembly until Con-
federstion might be matured; but as thuse two hon
members are unilerstosd 1o be decidadiy opposed to
that measure, they sould nob have consented {0 the
deluy on any sueh gronnd.

Hon, Mr MeAMULAY.—Me, Chairman, T canpot
put admire the moderation of the hon. gentleman
who has just resumed his scat! At first he was not
going to cast anv reflection upon the late Government,
but he eoncluded his speech by calling upon them to
give an account of their actiens. Conduet like
this is anparliamentary. Never before, I believe, has
such a thing oceurred In any country, as an incoming
Giovernment attempting to call their predecessors o
aceount on the floors of the Legislature.. A new light
has duwned upon the world sinee the advent of the
present Government purty to power, aud I . hope it
will benefit from the faint illamination which that
light affords. 1t is contvary to parlismeniary rule for
one Houso to vefer to the proceedings of another,
But the hou, member's allusion fo the acts of the late
Government seoms merely intended fo cover the mis-

Ay
uiiy

'

@

ARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

feed to vuente thelr seats; awd, thoogh the!
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deeds of bis own party,  He complains of the lateness
of the Session, and throws ali the blame upon His
Hxcelleney’s former advisers, His cxeuse will nof
siand the test of investigation. The General Election

tigas held on the 26th of February, aud the House was

aot summoned to meet until the 18th of April. Why
e delay? The pleading about ministerial arrange-
menls will not satisfy the publie. Were the Oficers
of the late Goyernment acked to reinin their places for
4 fevw months, uutil the business of the Session counld
bo got ever? The real fact of the case appeays to be
that the leaders of the parvty now In power were 50
anxious lo obtahy office, that, vather thau forego ihe
sweots of crnolument for & fow weeks, they were pre-
pared to put the people to expense, aud the country
members to great tcouvenience. 1 will not move any
anendment £o the paragraph undey consideration; but
[ hope that the Hon. Attorney Grenersl will adhers to
partiatnentary rule were stuictly in the fulure.

e, BRECIEN —T vegret that the hon. Leader of
the Opposition is not in his place: if he were, I hays
ue doubt he would satisfy the Hon. Attorney General
respeciing the delay in holding the General Eleéction,
which secms to canse thal hon, member so much ui-
casiness. I believe, however, that his surmise was
pretty nearly correct; that the late Government deem-
od it ndvisable to delay the Election until the inten-
tious of the Imperial Government, with respect to tho
position this Island would occupy in regard to Con-
federation should be made kunown., Though I am
opposed to Confederation, I believe the policy of the
late Administration,inwaiting to asceriain the decision
of the Homs Government on thal guestion, was a
soui:d one. It was but vight that the people of this
Islund should be mads aware of what the Impevial
Government purposed to do with them, before they
were required to go to the polls. This is o small
Culony 5 and, though we objected to enter the proposed
Confederation, it was possible that the authorities at
flome mnight resolve to inclade us in the Bill then about
to be brought before Purlinment  The people, I think,
wilt iot blame the fate Govermment for delaying the
Blesiion until the public mind was relieved upon that
point, It would have been nniise (0 put the couniry
to thd expense of & General Blection, without knowing
what world be our future fate.  But, Me. Chalrman,
it 1 recullect rightly, the late Government placed their
vesizpations i His BExcelleney's hauds some ien or
twelve days beiove thelr spccessors were appeinted,
theretore the very late pevied at which the Sessien was
catled, could not be altogether sttributable to the time
at which the Clection was held. Aund, after the
Government was formed, and they had placed their
Peiends in office, there was appurently no gecasion for
deliving the opening of the Session until last weck.
They were strong—at least numerically so, whether
reallt strong or not.  They had nineteen teo cleven of
the Opposition—or eighteen to tweive—n question
which [ suppose the hon. member for Tryon alone
can sulve: consequenily the absence of two er three
memberg from their sents shonld not have delayed the
public business. But, Isuppos¢ we must accept the
explanation in the paragrsph under consideration, that
“ininigterial avrangements,” oy perhaps morve properly,
ministeriel dificulties—prevented an earlier call of the
Touse. We know, 3ir, from the declaration of the hon.
Leader of the Government himself, at thelate nomina~
tion, that his present supporters in the Legislatare are
composed of all political parties; therefore itis easy to
understand how difilenlties may arise. The paragraph
hefore the Committee is moderate; and, indeexi the
whole Address is moderate; and, had it not been for
the allusion made by the Hon, Attoruey Géneral to the
conrse pursned by the late Government in roforence to
the General Election, I would not have treubled this
hon. Committee so early in the debate.



