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shortens the life of a pumber ; and how many dis-

ypipear from amongst the crowd of active teaders,
1s the unfortunates dropped through the bridge in
the Vision of Mirza, chased to death h.\' the
scymetars of justice. The average duration of busi-
ness life is, we cannot help thinking, shortened
materially of late: we cannot undertake to say
without further research, whether the births exceed
the deaths, but a death rate could be shown which
would make g life assurance actuary tear his hair.
Heve are two young wen, in the ancient cayital,

who began a com

jissién business in 1868, got
credit, of course, angd abused it. In about a year
offered ten shillingg in the pound, which was re-
fused, so they offered fifteen, with security, which
was a 4'[‘7"41‘ Tl ey met the first divide nd,

thonght it a goud moment to fail again, made

| default on a bill, and assigned in October, 1870,

1 Quebec assignee. A committee of creditors
now go from Montreal to look after the estate, and
, scattered upon the desk of these ingenuous

youths—what ’—proterted bills? executions? dun

ning letters? no, but a lapful of receipts from
Quebee merchants for accounts squared, moneys
auil goods given within a day or two of their
assignment, settlements generalized, accounts

‘jumped.”  Fanecy the pleasing impression made
these committeemen from Montreal, at secing
receipts worded * Regu par efiets,” signed by sev-

eral of the local ereditors of the firm, and finding
that thi (

is aflectionate_pair had deliberately handed
over merchandize, customers’ paper, or whatever

assets they had handiest, to pay off their Quebe

(riends, determined, that whoever suffered these
should not. Such gains, however, won't be al.

owed tv remain with their recipients, but must

be available for the whole body of creditors. There
are soife other features in the case partaking of

fraud which may yét give the insolvents a taste of

Gas WeLLs.—A correspoudent of Tng Moxe-

FARY TiMES recently drew attention to the value
[ gus wells for the purpose of supplying fael and
ght. An Erie (Pa ) journal mentions that there

re about a dozen of those wells cor ted in that
ity 11 1§ Imap The
pressure is said to rang lbs. to
th ju t rece New

»night by

nd te
alned by the Erie Gas Company

““ This city ted last night a

natural gus,
from a well su ear t
wells aré now in sucee

l'.l:!\ul"ln city.,

vir works. ‘Thirtecn gas
ul operation in various
I'he gas is found at an average
depth of 5350 feet,”and the average yield per well
per day is upwards- of 20,000 cubic feet. It re-
quires no ‘pyrilying, and is being rapidly intro-
duced iuto private houses. Thus far, evay well
put down has proved a success.”

~The shipments of salt from Liverpool to
to 30th Sept., this year,
against 44,241 tons up to
This shews a decrease in

have been 42,
the same date in 1869
1870 of 1,660 tons, cqual to 16,600 sacks of ten

to the ton.

oalt \‘i.lr]kﬂ
h, was sold at auction in
The land, buildings and machinery w ere

-The property of the Nova S
Company at Antigonisl

I purchased by Mr. W. C. Maoir for 82, 520, and somne

ther materials brought the total up to $2,710.
It was stated that the concern Lad cost the com
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