
/

The British Columbia Monthly Page Nine

r -r

-

lour. It is safe to say that the Union 
of 1867 never really could have taken 
place had not education been left sacred­
ly to the provinces. One cannot help 
thinking sometimes, however, what the 
end will be if education being, as we 
have already said, the greatest single 
positive power in the state, is left wholly 
to the separate provinces in the future.

V.
THE ELECTORATE

The soundness of the electoral princi­
ple rests wholly upon each elector al­
ways recognizing and acting upon one 
simple fact, viz., that each elector is an 
officer of state. He is a member of par­
liament, the last final sovereign pau'lia- 
ment of all, the parliament of the whole 
people. His voting franchise is not 
an a 'set and cannot, therefore, be 
bought and sold or used in any way 
for personal profit. It is not even a 
privilege. It is an obligation. The 
functions of the elector are precisely 
the same as those of a member of 
the House of Commons although, perhaps, 
usually drawn to a smaller scale. 
He must vote, not in his own in­
terest nor even in the interest of his 
own community or province, but, as he 
best believes, in the interest of the whole 
I'ominion. The theory of popular gov­
ernment is not that the selfish inter­
ests of the majority must prevail over 
the selfish interests of the minority, but 
that what a majority of the qualified 
electors believe to be in the best inter­
est of all the people will in the majority 
of instances and in the long run turn out 
that way. A general election is not. as 
some writers say, a device for prevent­
ing civil war by indicating in advance 
what will likely be the result of civil 
war. That is, indeed, a poor decrepit 
theory of democratic government.

We are. unfortunately, in Canada, how­
ever, just at present showing some dis­
tinct tendency to overlook the great prin­
ciple of free responsible government 
which I have just stated in the next pre­
ceding paragraph. We sometimes show 
a tendency to become distinctly provin­
cial. local or eVen personal in our na­
tional outlook. There is nothing so fatal 
to any great country as this township 
vision. Suppose that Quebec elects rep­
resentatives to represent Quebec, and 
Ontario elects representatives to repre­
sent Ontario, that the East elects repre­
sentatives to represent the East and the 
West to represent the West, and the 
manufacturers elect representatives to re­
present the manufacturers, and the main- 
growers to represent the grain-growers, 
and the labour unions to represent the 
labour unions and each and every elec­
toral district tends more and more to 
elect representatives to represent its 
own interests, and nobody elects any bo ly 
to represent the nation, what do you 
think is likely to become ultimately ol 
the Canadian Union?

THE OUTLOOK
... Finally, what is our own vision of what 
Canada is to become in the future? Ask 
any casual person, and he will probably 
tell you that the future of Canada is to 
become a second United States of Ameri­
ca excepting that it will remain faithful 
to the British Empire. That is. perhaps,

in all the year anywhere in Europe for 
which a replica cannot be found in the 
United States. That is the main rea­
son why the United States has never had 
i-i y immigration problem except the 
problem of how best to exclude immi­
grants or how best to deal with them, 
after admitting them. But Canada has a 
cold, ice-bound, snow-clad, northern cli­
mate. That fact alone makes our prob­
lem essentially different from the prob­
lem of the United States.

Then again tin» United States is a com­
pact federation of statt s. There are no 
serious topographical or ethnological 
boundaries dividing the different states. 
Canada, on the other hand, is a long, 
transcontinental corridor of provinces 
passing through at least five distinct na­
tural civilizations on the way. In the 
beautiful, many-colored Maritimes, in 
the two great central provinces by the 
wide-rushing river, on the wide prairie 
lands, “the land for which the tongue 
of England hath no name, the Prairies," 
in the vast t u t"tudinou. Rockies gaz­
ing like hooded sentinels far across the 
wide Pacific: it is a long vista, a great 
landscape, but it is also a difficult and 
unique task to build the whole prospect 
into a single civilization, a single com­
munity, loyal man to c an from sea to 
sea. If Canada is to have a culture and 
civilization of her own it will be dis­
tinctly, uniquely Canadian, or it will be 
nothing. Indeed, perhaps Çoe.e of cur 
chief difficu'ties in the past has be ei 
our tendency to fellow too slavishly the 
literary and scientific thought forms cf 
Europe on the one hand an * the econo n- 
ic devices and social u ages and man­
ners of the United States on the other. 
Imitation will get us no distance ahead 
in building up a. Canadian culture. No 
people ever consciou ly undertook a sim­
ilar enterprise in the part. Our literary 
men and artists must somehow gath’-r 
new inspiration from cur own- landscapes 
and the peculiar traditions, cu toms and 
sentiments of our own people, and our 
scientific men n u i find new opportuni­
ties of research in qu natural resmvces 
and the providences of nature which lie 
around us on every side.

But we need workers most of all. Can­
ada has come upon the stage at a ilifli- 
cut perio 1 in the economic history of 
the world. We have no native races to 
do our menial work if, indeed, there he 
such a thing as menial work. Slavery 
is long an outlaw. Industrial employment 
amounting to virtual slavery, thanks to 
the labour unions, is also rapidly becom­
ing a thing of the past. On the other 
hand, we insist that the children of all 
immigrants coming to Canada must re­
ceive a sound, adequate school education. 
The real ultimate problem, then, which 
v.m have to meet, is the problem of the 
relation between education and work. Un­
til our university gra ’uates. even, are 
willing to go upon the farm and into 
factories and into hu mess. Canada can 
never succeed as -lie ought to succ* *•<!. 
What is a Canadian? A Canadian is a 
scout, and a scout is a sch-'iar in his 
hirt sleeves. You recognize out nation­

al ideal character Johnny Canuck. Tie tv 
lie stands then! Mark him v ■ 11. for cer­
tainly, if we come to think of it. no

in a vaeue way the vision most of us have 
entertained since 1867. That is a false 
vision. That vision never can come true. 
Climatic conditions alone will take care 
of that. The climate of the United Stat­
es is nearly the same as the climate of 
Europe. There is scarcely a single day

finer national character ever stepped up­
on the stage of history, clean, whob so ,ie, 
unstanding, vigorous, venturesome, free. 
We recognize in him none of that colour 
of self-satisfaction and authority, of the 
county squM-e with a little,whip in his 
hand, which we sometimes resent a little

hit in the character of John Bull, and 
we certainly recognize none of that col­
our of craftiness so obvious in the char­
acter of Uncle Sam. That, then, is our 
natural ideal, that the end and aim of 
all our national institutions and efforts.
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