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gide of the derpiscd Chbristians. Heo was
publicly pledged to bo ‘heir foe. It is im-
porsible to account for his change on any
common motive.

I s —

SAUL'S EARLY MINISTRY.
if men were left to choose their own
Eath, Sanl of Tarsus would never have

¢en ‘a) a prescher of Christ, and (b) to
the Gentiles. But Divine grace, besides

gaving him, wrought these two wonders |

for the prond Pharisee. Here we find

him entering on his work at once, v. 19
being & note explanatory of his passage out |

of a preternatural into an ordinary eondi-
tion, and introductory to the account of his

first efforts as & ?reloher. He now felt the |

need of * meat,” food ; was stremglhened

by it, and regained his natural energy. Ho |

remained for a short time only, ‘‘certain
days” or “ some days,”’ at Damascns, in
fitling company, * with the disciples” (or
“ oame to be with”—a mnew fellowship for
bim). Like all Christian workers, he has
his encouragements and his discourage-
ments. This grouping of the facts of the
lesson may aid the memory and bea fitting
division.

I. ENcOURAGEMENTS. It was a proof cf
his earnest sincerity that ‘straightway he
goached Christ (or Jesus, as many read)

the synagogues,” where opportunities |

were given to strangers to speak, and
where piously-inclined Gentiles often at-
tended. The temse of the verb for
“ preached” implies that he was in the
habit of doing it while he remained. The
one test gquestion was, Is Jesus Divine, the
Messiah or not ! All turned on that point
then, and Paul preached Him as * the Son
of God.”

(V. 21) As might have been expected,
great curprise was felt. Paul's course
made the best kind of * semsation.” We
seem to listen to the conversation of the
Chrietians and others at Damascus, and we
leatn from it: (1) That calling on Christ's
name was & deseription of a believer; (2)
That Puul's character and mission as per-
sccutor, were known beforehand; and (3)
That they could hardly believe this to Le
the same man.

(V. 22.) Power and strength are favorite
words with Paul (Eph. vi. 10; 1 Tim. i.
12 ; Heb. xi. 84). gained foree of con-
viction, expression, and persuasion as he
prooeeded in his werk. His first sermons
were not his best. He evidenily grew,
and became a. stronger man in the intel-
lectual and moral sense in which we
employ “strcng.”” Work helps the worker.
The Jews were bewildered (cee Acts vi. 10)
as he laid the prophecies of Seripture side
by side with the facts of Christ's life and

II. His DiscouRAGEMENT3 (v. 23). The
* many days’ are not precisely numbered,
so that room is left for all the time spent
in Damaecus, and in that region, if
lnoeessuy so to reckon. Bee Gal. i. 17,
8. '

Damascus is unhealthy during part of
the ycar, from the extemsive irrigalion,
To escape eye-disease and intermittent
fever, the inhabitants who ean afford it, go
to high and dry ground at the unhealthy
seasone. Divine Providence may have so
ordered it that in this way BSaul should
have quiet and retirement for self-study,
growth in knowledge, meditation, and that
deepened spirituality which it is so hard to
aequire in the stir and bustle of common
life. His work would be resumed on his
return to Damascus,and then came the effort
of thoss who could not meet hi. arguments
to silence him by murder. They counted
on his trying to escape them ; oblained
from the cily governor for a time a watch
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for the gates, and whi'e they were aclu
ally guarding them inceesantly, he was
enabled lo escape either by a kiosk, or
chamber running from a house over the
wall top, which is common enough, or
(which 18 also to be seen in Damascus now)
throngh a window in the wall, meaut
to give light to a house inside the wall and

built against it. Sece the aroslle'l acoount |

whioh serves to | T e :
show that an account of an event may be | Very nioe; try it.
{rne though not givicg all the details, and |

of this 1a 2 Cor. xi. 32, anc

is not put in doubt, but corfirmed by other
particulars given incidentally in another
| sopneotion. ‘‘ By the wall” is the very
| Greek phrase Paul employs in 2 Cor. xi.
32, and ** backet” is the word employed in
the Greek translation of Josh ii. 15.

(V. 26:) A second diccouragement met
Panl at Jerusalem, in the very natural
hesilation of the disciples to receive him.
His name as a pereseccutor was belter
known, in the absence of means uf spread-
ing news such as we have now, than his
name as a preacher. This would the more
readily occur from a great part of the three
years having been espent in retirement.
He sought to * unite with the church™ im-
mediately on coming to Jerusalem—an
example to all Christians. He did not eay,
“ My letter is in Damascur, and I am
looking about for a little.” Bad reports
travel fast and far, the good slowly. Even
conversion will not eave a man from the
inconveniences that follow former follies.

V. 28 shows him to us in close associa-
tion with the Christian labourers at Jeru-
salem, where he had been known as a

ublic and relentless foe of the Christiane.
hat he was united with them in labour is
set forth in

(V. 29, in Jerusalem, no less than at
Damaccus, and after some years as truly as
in the flash of new born zeal, he preached
boldly (fame as in v. 21). The * Gre-
cians” were Jews born outside of Palee-
tine. Paul was one of them, and had
their ear ; they were more inquiring, pos-
sibly, than the untravelled Jews of the
land. Stephen was in collision with them
(Acts vi. 9). They were true to their char-
acter, and as they silenced Stephen, so
they hoped to silence SBaul. They * went
about,” i.e., laid plans, or undertook to
kill him. Again discouragement is met,
and again (v. 80) the danger is evaded.
Common peril unites men together, and
weakness makes them watchfal and eauti-
ous, and ee:s them upon concerted action.
The ‘‘ brethren” had once before interposed
with effect. They do so again. oy
breught him down (from Jerusalem) to the
seaport Cmsarea, whence he was enabled
to sail to his native city Tacsus, where for
the present he is left, and this chapter of
his history closes. He had but fifteen
days’ visit to Jerusalem (Gal. i. 18).

The following points may be illustrated
from this lesson :

1. God our Father brings us to the
knowledge of Himself in Christ that we
may labour for Him, as He gives oppor-
tunity. ,

2. He also gives the grace and strength
we require ; to him that hath is given.

8. Difficunlties and dangers are no argu-
ment against our labouring; they are not
to be counted, and in many instances
are evidences that we are to labour else-
where. )

4. The main object to be lifted up by
Christian ministers is Christ. That aspeoct
of truth regarding Him which the times re-
qure is to be presented. Then, his mis-
sion as a divine Messiah was questioned by
the world and urged by the apostles.
qu, many admit His nalure but do not
receive Him. We must urge them to faith
in Him.—Ez, '
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SCIENTIFIC AND USEFUL.

STEAMED PUDDING,

Three eggs ; one teacup of sweet milk.
a pinch of salt; ome teaspoonful ornu;
tarter ; one-half ditto soda; a little guga.
if preferred ; one oup of fruit of any m'
and flour to make a stiff batter. Bieam
one hour, and eat with cream and sugay,

RAILROAD CAKE,

Two egge. One cup of sugar. One.half -
oup sweet milk. One-halfl oup of butter
One teaspoouful cream of tarter. One.half
teaspoonful of sola. One and one-half
cups of flour. Beat the butter and sagar’
together first, then add flour, oream of tg.
tar, soda, milk, and eggs. Bake 10 a quick
oven.

CLEAN A CARPET.

Shake and beat it well ; lay it on the
floor and tack it firmly ; then, with a olean
flannel, wesh it over with one qaart of bal.
lock's gall mixed with three quarts of soft
cold water, and rub it off with a clean
flannel or house cloth. Auny particalarly
dirty spot should be rubbed with puge
gall. '

OFFENSIVE BREATH,

Take from six to ten drops of the soncen.
trated solution of chloride of soda in'a
wineglassful of pure spring water. Tsken
immediately after the ablations of the mor.
ning are ocompleted will sweeten {he
breath by disinfeoting the stomach, whish,
far from being injured, will be benefitted by
the medicine. In some cases the odownr
from earious teeth is combined with that of
the stomach. If the mouth is well rinsed
with a teaspoounfaf ot th~ solution of slam
in a tambler of water, the bad odous ‘of
the teeth will be ramoved.

THE EYES.

The eyes of many animale—those of sals,
for instance—exhibit a peocaliar bnﬂln&'
which is partioularly remarkable in i
dusk. It was formerly thought that the
eyes of such animals emitted light i 0
dently, as it was aleo thought that
could be emitted by the human eye, w
the influence of passion. This bril
howovor.b in the oyo: o: th‘;u uln‘tk
caused a oarpet of glittering
called thoytapatum. which lies behind the
retina, and is a powerful reflector.
perfect darkuness no light is observed i
tlae:r eyes, & h::lwhloh' I::on ho?u-
ed by very careful experiments ; never-
theless, a very small amoupt of light .is

'

sufficient to produce the 1 ous d
ance in them,—From * Observing the Jif-
terior of the Eye,” in the Popular beiencs
Monthly for October. |

ANALYSIS OF THE HUMAN BREATH.

An acoount published in Nature of somé
experiments, made with a view %o deter-
mine the organioc matter of tho humat
breath in health and d ; pmonm
facts of a peculiarly interesting 0 ok
The breath of eleven hulthyrdpnonl sod
of seventeen affected by disorders was ex-
amined, the persons being of different §6xes
and ages, and the time of day at whioh the
breath was condensed vsrying; The =
of the breath was condensed in a large ginss .
flask surronded by iee and sall,at s ¥
perature of several d below zéro, g
flaid thus ocollected being then ,
free ammonis, urea, and kindred lﬂblm
ces, alse for organio ammonif. :
the various results of this exam
may be mentioned the fact that, in both
health and ddiae‘;se, :l::o ::::m
varied considerably; the v
ever, oould not be connoeted with the time

of day, the fasting, or the full oondition.




