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A SIECIAL DISC CUNT

The following is a copy of a petition 
now being sent out to this Province, for 
signatures. It speaks for itself. To 
our mind it aims at correcting, a grave 
error ; and we hope it will be very ex
tensively signed. It has been prepared 
under the best legal counsel and direc
tion.
To the Honorable The Senate of

Canada in General Legislature
convened: ,

The Petition of the Undersigned Inhabi
tants of the Province of Nova Scotia, in the 
Dominion of Canada,

HUMBLY 8HEWETH:
That the “ Dothinion of Canada” 

was established by Act of the Imperial 
Phi liment — the British North Ameii- 
e ji Act of 1867—by which A t the 
powers of the General Parliuient are de
fined and limited, sud the rights and 
liberties of the Local Legislature of the 
seraml Provinces then constituting the 
Dominion, cr that might the-cafter be
come parts thereof, were secured to them.

That by the said Act it is provided 
that Education shall be a subject for 
Local Legislation exclusively, and that the 
Dominion Par’iroent is not permitted to 
interfere therewith, except to enforce the 
decrees of the Governor-General in Coun
cil in certain cases of appeal :

That under the provisions of the 146th 
Section of said Ac:, on the 15th July. 18/0, 
the N'-nb West Territory, by Order of 
Her Maj^-fy the Queen in C--until, was 
admitted into the Dominion of Canada and 

.became " snhj-ct to the provisions of the 
jaid Act” in all respect-* : -,

1 That Manitoba, carved out of these 
Territm ie* was established as a separate 
Province by the Dominion Pavliment in 
1870, and the subj-ct of Education was 
justly remitted |*» the Local Legislature 
of the new Province, according . to the 
letter and spirit of the said Imperial Act:

That in 1875 the Dominion Parlia
ment aicaih legislated in respect to these 
North-West Territories, but instead of 
adopting th** course pursued when Mani
toba was erecte . into a Province, a clause 
wu inserted in the Act (35 Vie., Clap. 49,
Sec. It) fastening Seperate Schools upon 
these Territories, and thus trenching upon 
the Legislative rights of all and e cry of 
the Provinces which might thereafter be 
formed uu' »f th- said Territories :

That n the opinion of petitioners such 
Legislation is ur. jm*t, itltra vires, and un- 

_ constitutin'-al, -s the Parliuient of Canada
I could legi late in respect to said Teni- 
A tories igily in c nf-vmity with the pro- 
nvisions of the said British Noith American 
PAct of. 1867, and according to tin- t- rms of 

the said Address from*thc Parliament of 
Canda t-> Her M ijesty the Q leen, wherein 
■o menti'>n is ma e of Education :

Your Petitioners therefore pray that 
Sec. ii of the 35th Vic., Chan. 49. of the 

jji Parliuient of Canada, may be repealed ; 
’and that the subj-ct of Education in the 
North West Territories and Rupert’s 
land umy be left to he dealt with ex
clusively by the Local Legislatures of the 
•everal Provinces wlreh may from time to 
time be formed out of th so Territoi ies. 
according t<> th-* provisions of the said 
British No th American A -t of 1867.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, Ac.

English papers have brought us the 
decision of the Lord Chancellor, in the 
Eeet case, to which reference was made 

#, week. Our readers will be curious 
k) eve what was the judgement of the 

Pr*t togal min 1 in Britain on a subject 
importance as it affects the relative 

|j*laimB of two great Çhurches.
The Lord Chancellor—The applicant is 

‘ Wesleyan minister, residing at Owston 
^en7- whb lost an infant daughter in the 

1874. She was buried at Owston 
and he was desirous of erecting a 

6s? m°ne’ a/ac “‘mile of which is befor- 
• The Rev. George Edward Smith is 

and incumbent of Owston Ferry. 
^ tar Mr. Smith may have objected to 
terection of a tombstone at all, or how 

various grounds connected with its 
*epe and appearance, it is pot necessary 

-ordsnips to inqmre, for no oh- 
* been raised on these points, 
i has not appeared at any of the 

_ this suit in the Courts below or 
Py^^t occasion. The only way 

* “be condition of his mind on the

subject is as follows ! The appellant was 
told by a stone mason of the vicar’s ob
jection. He wro e to the vicar the letter 
dated tee 2nd of June, both letters asking 
the reason of the vicar’s objection ; to tbe 
l'tter be receivrd only a verbal answer— 
“ The vicar had no more to say,” t tc. 
Their Lordships are, therefore, ob.ig d to 
assume th *t the vicar’s only objection to 
the erection of the tombstone is that it 
contains the words “ Rev,” and “ Wesleyan 
Minister.” (His Lordsuip here read the 
epitaph > s giv n a- ove..) Their Lordships 
have, 'herefore, only to consider whether 
this constitutes a sufficient objection to 
justify the refusal of the issue < f the cita
tion. The Learned Judges in the Courts 
below seem to have thought that the word 
“ Rev.” is a title of some kin i, and, as 
titles are matters of property, persons who 
claim them must show a i ight to use theih 
as of honor or courtesy. It seems also to 
have been their opinion that the clergy of 
the Establis ed Church uad by Episcopal 
ordination an exclusive right to the use of 
the word (qnless indeed the right be 
share by priests of the Roman Church). 
In the opinion of their Lordships “ Rev.” 
is not the title of honor or co -rtesy ; it is 
a laudatory epithet. It has h en used, not 
for a gre it length of time, by the Clergy 
of the Church of England. It was used 
in anci i>t times by persons who were not 
clergy at all. It ha* been used and i- 
used in common parlance of social int r- 
course by ministers of denominations sepa
rate from the Ch"ich of England. I 
cannot help adding ibat if ever there was 
a case in which no possible misunderstand
ing could arise it won d be here, where on 
the face of the inscription it appears ex
actly what was meant. There are appended 
to the name of Henry Keei the words 
• Wesleyan Minister.” There is no pre
tense to the position of ordained ministe. 
in the Church of England. The statement 
is or.e which claims nothing more than 
what is actually the fact. Their Lordships 
are, therefore, of opinion that a faculty 
should issue for the erection of the tomb
stone in question.

Cause remited.

Book and Tract Society.—The eighth 
annu l me'ting cf the B itisb American 
Book and Tract Society takes place at 
Argyle Hall some week evening soon. 
From the annual report, which has been 
prepared to be read at the meeting, we 
learn that the receipts for the year ending 
December 31st, 1875, have been, in dona
tions and subscriptions, 82,993.15 ; legates 
*460.00 ; for store sales (including 83.831.06 
f >r periodicals), 813,802 56 ; for colporteur 
sales, 89,913.11 ; from other sour-es, 
8171.36. Total resources of the year, in
cludin'.- 8179.9/*, balance in the Treasury, 
January 1st, 827,260.15. The expenditures 
have been for publications, 815.82492; for 
Colportage, 84,821.29 ; all other expenses, 
per items in the Treasurer's Report, 85,- 
955 33 ; leaving a balance in the Treasury 
of 8658.61. Upwards of 8800 worth of 
book*, bibles, and ti acts have been dis 
tributed gratuitously by the Society's 
Colporteurs, in their visits from house to 
house. More than 81200 worth have been 
given in di-counts from the Society’s 
p ir-i-s to Sabbath Schools, in Libraries. 
A grant <>f 13.000 Tracts was made to the 
Y. M. C. Association of this city, for 
distribution among the seamen.

ENGLISH ITEMS.
Canadians at Appkoach-road Cha

pel.—The Rev. E. A. Teller writes us as 
follows ; '■ Will you allow me the pleasure 
of referring to the generous help given us 
at Approach-road by our C -nadian bre
thren now in Engla d. On Monday night 
a large audience listened with deep atten
tion to Thomas Potts. Esq. (Canadian 
Com i issioner, and a hearty Methodist), 
who gave us bis famous lecture on * The 
Poetry of the R icks.’ Although suffer- 
ing from a severe cold, the lecturer sus- 
ta n*-d the even flow of his ranid eloquence 
for a full hour without a page of manu
script. He maintained that the Bible is in 
the most perfect accord with scientific 
discovery. Step by step the hand of God 
was traced through the dis inct periods of 
the earth’s formation until the great tem- 
pie becaue fit for the lofty empire of 
mind, subduing the profound forces of the 
past. The grand desi m of the whole was 
beautifully described by the era of mercy, 
when Jesns came to prepare the way for 
the * new heavens and the new earth.’ The 
people will not soon forget the rich feast 
this lecturer provided for the soul Mr. 
Foster, one of our good friends, presided. 
A hearty vote of thanks was moved by 
myself, and ably seconded by Dr. Lachlan 
Taylor, the personal friend of Mr. Potts. 
We are laid under double obligation to 
our brethren, as neither Dr. Taylor when 
he lectured, nor Mr. Potts would take a 
penny for their services, but generouslv 
contributed to the collection. We wish 
them success in turning attention to 
needed emigration from this country to 
the vast tracts of fertile land in Canada. 
When Methodism is represented by such 
men, it would be well if thousands of will

ing workers in this overgrown London 
could find.-their way to dwell in peace and 
plenty where the banner of salvation 
fl ats in the land of Old England’s fairest 
daughter.”—English Pape*.

The simplici'.y of the Pope is his 
most pleasing characteristic. He makes 
no concealment of his proclivities or his 
prejudices, but gives utterance to what
ever comes uppermost with die aima
ble garrulity of dotage. Heretics have 
never occasion to make much search for 
the weakness of his Holiness. For ex
ample, it is pretty well known to all the 
world tha*. infallibility expects a con
stant supply of cash from its devotee i. 
A very good story is told of t' e Pope 
and the late Duke of Modena. The 
Duke a"ways sent his kind regards to 
the Pope when his ambassador returned 
to Rome after his holiday, but nothing 
more substantial. The Holy Father 
could not conceal bis impatience with 
this empty devotion, and hinted plain 
ly that he held it in very low esteem. 
After this the Duke of Modena made 
his tribute of affection rather more tan 
gible, and the Pope became at once 
much impressed by such attachment to 
the Holy See. With these email world
ly triumphs does the head of the Pa
pacy content himself. He cannot be 
congratulated on much else.

In most collections where Mrs. Adams’s 
sweet hymn, “ nearer, my God to Thee,” 
is printed, only five verses are given ; but 
the anthoaess wrote six, of whilh the bl
owing is the last, and the one usually 
omitted :

“ Christ slant- beereth me 
Where thou dost shine ;

Joint heir He maketh me 
Of the Divine !

In Christ my soul shall be 
Nearer my God to Thee.

..carer to Thee.”

The “ Footprints of the Creator,” by 
Hugh Miller, have been republished in 
America with a Memoir of the author 
from the pen of the late Prof. Agassiz.

The Rock gently reproves Dr. Gum
ming for his fresh prophetic efforts. The 
doctor is of opinion that the second ad 
vent may hi expected this year; but the 
Rock says that although the signs of the 
times point undoubtedly to the Saviour's 
speedy return, still so long as some por
tions of the seventh vial remain unful
filled we are not justified in saying the 
Master is actually at the door. This cen
sor also reminds Dr. Gumming that he 
has been continually mist ikes in this 
matter, and thus doing all he can to in
jure the cause be has most at heart. Our 
contemporary takes occasion to adminis
ter a iap to the Christian ; which is also 
a little given to oropbetic interpretation. 
It is needless to say that the Rock knows 
all about it, and is not much troubled 
with doubts.

Apropos of bis expected visit to Amer - 
ca with bis Princ es, the pipers across the 
sea are saying that “ Lord Lome is a lay

fireacher among the poor poople in Eng 
and, whe hear hi in gladly.” This is not 

the case. The Maiquis once promised 
some two or three years ago to preside at 
a Sunday afternoon service in the * 1 gri- 
cultural Hall ; but something was allowed 
to come in the way at the time, and he 
has not since fulfilled the good purpose.

Professor Leone Levi, writing on 
the question of army expenditure, says 
that 3,000.000 soldiers are maintained on 
a peace footing by the six leading powers 
in Europe, while the United Kingdom 
spends £25,000.000 for her defence. Rus
sia expends £30000.000; France, 25.UU0.- 
000 ; Germany, Ü16.UOO.OOO ; Austria, 
11,000.000; and Italy O.O-iO.OOO. Taking 
the entire population of Russia at 82,- 
000.000, of France at42.000.000, and of the 
British Empire at 234.000.000, it is shown 
that for every l,00u peisnns protected, 
Fi ance pays ££U2 ; Rusria, £368; and 
England. £175.

A Cheering Opinion.—The Medical 
Circular says that a patient, suffering 
from inflamation in the chest, recently 
submitted his expectoration to a scientific 
authority. The practitioner consulted 
wrote back : “ It is evidently of paiisitio 
nature, but with respect to the precise in
dividual it y of the entopbyte I have not 
decided quite t - my satisfaction. My 
mind still hovers between two conclusions 
—viz., as to whether it is an abated 
specimen of a cyclocotuloid macromala- 
coôidium, ora highly developed crypto, 
cocceous megalocyst of a atrongyiopleu- 
ron batracholeucocopndon.

A singular record of the study of the 
Scriptures comes from New York. In 
1855 six young men at Fair port in that 
gtite, undertook to read, mark and in
wardly digest the whole Bible, on the 
system of reading a certain portion at a 
time, and then discussing it Their 
numbers were largely increased, and up
wards of one hundred and twenty per
sons participated in the task, which was 
completed last November. Of the six 
original members of this novel Bible- 
class four ̂ remain, and one has been

iâfc. r

taken by death. It is hardly necessary 
to say that this labor of twenty years 
is an achievement of the worthiest kind. 
Amongst the many acquirements of 
learning, that of a thorough knowledge 
of the word of God do* s not commonly 
figure very conspicuously. We do not ex
pect many of ouryoung friends to follow 
the example we have described, but at 
least it may induce them to make a care
ful and systematic study of the Bible 
than most of them have probably ever 
contemplated.

AMERICAN ITEMS.
A correspondent writing to the friend 

of India, suggests that prayer should be 
ea-nest'y and universally offered up for 
an outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the 
nominal Christians of India. All Euro
pean*, we a th >ugb they be infidels, are 
known among the natives by the title 
“ Christians,” and the conduct oi very 
many of them is the strongest obstacle 
to the progrès** of the Gospel in India. 
All missionary societies are probably 
doing something for the evangelization 
of these nominal Christians. None, 
however, have accomplished so much in 
this direction as the A»’encan Metho
dists in the north-west provinces^

The Methodist Church in the Fia 
Poli, near the Fountain of Trevi, Rome 
is now completed. The edifice is in the 
Gothic style, graceful but simple. There 
are seats for two hundred and fifty per
sons. It was opened on Christmas 
Day. American in origin, it receives 
hearty support from evangelicals of 
every denomination. Its communicants 
number ninety. At the morning and 
evening services three hundred persons 
were present. The sermon was preach
ed by the Rev. Theophilus Gay. In the 
evening there was a reunion of all the 
evangelical residents in Rome, presided 
over by the Rev. Dr. Vernon, pastor of 
the church.

The present condition of things in 
Spa'n is well illustrated by a recei-t oc
currence at Corunna. Several English 
Prot estants asked permission to open a 
chapel in that Town. The governor 
flatly refused to allow it. They waited 
for a few days and then opened their 
chajiel without license, and hundreds 
flocked to it. The governor telegraphed 
to Madrid for instructions, and is said 
te have receiv d his reply : “ L -t them
be. It can’t be help'd.” The meetings 
have been continued and no further 
official notice has been taken of them.

Mr. Narayan Sheshadri has succeed
ed in making hii mis ion congregations 
at Ialna and Bethel among the most 
progressive in India. He not onlv 
woiks hard himself, but has the faculty 
of rousing those around him to do the 
same. Two bodies of workers are en
gaged in evangelistic labors. The one 
confines itself to Ialfla and the neigh
boring villages, going over the ground 
again and again. The other body of 
laborers carries the Gospel over a cir
cuit of a hundred miles. Since his 
return from Europe upwards of fifty 
converts have been added to the church. 
Ilis people, formed into a home mis
sionary society, support an evangelist of 
their own. The young 'onverts, band
ed into a Young Men’s Christian Asso
ciation, also send out an evangelist 
among those of their own age.

Evangelism.—A missionary policeman 
at Bombay preaches the Gospel in the 
Streets. Rev. W. H. M. H. Aitken is 
holding special services at Brighton, in 
connection with a three week's mission. 
Encouraging evangelistic efforts by the 
Young Men’s Christian Association in the 
suburbs of Melbourne, as well of those of 
other evangelists throughout the colony, 
are reported. The Young Men’s Chris- 
■ îan Association at Chicago maintains a 
hospital missionary, for the purpose of 
carrying the glad tidings of salvation to 
the sick and dying in the public hospitals.

There is certainly some incongruity 
suggested by an incident which occured 
t e other day at the M issochusetts town 
of Lexington, in which Theodore Parker 
was bom. The comer stone of a Romish 
Church was laid, and among the articles 
deposited therein were, according to the 
depositors, “ some fragments of the wall 
of the Holy H mse of Nazareth, wherein 
ourr Lord dwelt with his blessed Virgin 
Mother ; also some articles of the Holy 
Sepulchre, and of the Sacred cradle at 
Bethlehem.” Little wonder that the 
priests of Rome in America are doing all 
they ea" to destroy the common schools.

The Louisiana Methodist Episcopal 
Conference and Lay Convention, at their 
recent sessions, adopted a resolution ask
ing for the election of a colored bishop by 
the General Conference, which meets in 
Baltimore on the 1st of May next

! ITEMS FROM HARPERS WEEKLY.
Mr. Disraeli has given anothe- instance 

of violating red tape by appointing the 
exceptionally deserving man to office. In 
the Ashantee war Captain Glover, of the 
British navy, who happened to be on the 
coast, organized an expedition, and march
ed it through the densely wooded country, 
arriving just in time to be cf essential 
service to Sir Garnet Woh-ley, command
er of the British forces. For this he was 
knighted in 1874, and bec une Sir John 
Glover, He has now been delected to 
sue -eed Sir Stephen H.11 as Gcreraor of 
Newfoundland with a salary of 810,000, a 
residence, and certain allowences to sus
tain the dignity.

They are, getting on in Illinois. The 
Lake Forest University is lifting its colle
giate bead. It has recently received as 
donations : from C. B. Nelson $80,000 ; C. 
S. Farewell, $15,000: J. Y. Farewell, 815,- 
000; Cornelia J. Williams, 85.000; Amzi 
Benedict, $5000; H. C. Dura d $5u00; 
William S. Johnson, $5000 and N. S. 
Bouton $5000. The university now .;wns 
8300,000, has no debts, and $50,000 out at 
interest.

It is stated in London papers i hat the 
fortune left by the late Sir Anthony 
Rotcbschild (be took none of it with him 
—left everything) amounted to nearly 
$50.000,000, The fortune of the late Mr. 
Brasaey, wlto was regarded as one of the 
Ingest of British millionaries, was aoont 
830,000,000. Mr. Morrison, the head of 
the h-iuse of Morrison, Dillon & Co., left 
some $20,0u0,000. Sir Anthony Rotchs- 
child may therefore be said to have left 
the largest estate of any in Briton.

A clergyman signing himself Presbyter 
Anglicanus has addressed a public letter 
to Archbishop Manning, in which he pro
poses a connection with the Church of 
Rome for himself and other advanced rit
ualists His plan is substantially that of 
an affiliated Church, acknowledging the 
Pope’i 
Roman
that Cardinal Manning has got 
to submit the scheme to the Congrega
tion of Sacred Rites.

The repeal of the Gray Nuns Act (or, 
more properly the amendment of 1875) is 
a subject for general congratulatio . In 
the Lower House the repealing bill passed 
by a vote of all the Senators present. So 
in. less than one year its short life bss 
ended. Its passage by stealth is evidence 
that our system of free schools will never 
be safe i ill it is protected by a suitable 
artio'e in either the Suite or the national 
Constitution.

At the annual meeting of the United 
States branch <4 the Evangelical Alliance 
held on the last Monday of January, a 
resolution was adouted commending to 
the Philadelphia Alliance the expediency 
of special i*elu ions services during the 
period of the International Exhibition. 
The Hon. William E. Dodge was re elected 
president, and the Rev. Drs. Schaff and 
Prime corresponding secretaries.

The Christian Temperance Union, o 
Boston, has invited the ministers of every 
name in New England to a Temperance 
Conference to be held in that city March 15 
and 16. It will continue in season for two 
lays, and will consider numerous topics 
relating to tfie Christian aspects of tem
perance.

The United States naval training ship 
Minnesota, which is now lying in the 
Brooklyn Navy-yard, bas on board about 
217 boys, who have minted in the servi e 
and are learning the duties of sailors. 
This training scpool w;w started early last 
July with about eight boys. They enlist 
between sixteen and seventeen years of 
age, and the class admitted is usually 
select, fully two-thirds - f the applicants 
being rejected. The c parity of the Min
nesota admits of training 500 b -ys on 
board at the same time, and it is propable 
that the number will soon be filled. The 
scholars are pla ed under a practical 
system of education, arc thoroughly im
bued with a spirit of enterprise, are 
taught the rigorous discipline or the navy, 
while at the same time their life on board 
is made a- attractive as possible. Every 
year a hundred and fifty of them are taken 
oat in a tender for a short cruise, and are 
obliged to perform the duties which they 
have learned. At the age of eighteen the 
boys are placed on board some ship in ac
tual commission, and their promotion 
therereafter is determined by their anility 
and conduct.

Twenty-two years ago the Methodists 
of Chicago purchased 380 acres of land 
and swamp twelve miles north of the 
city, on the Lake shore, for the purpose 
of founding and locating a university. 
Twenty-five thousand dollars only were 
put into the enterprise, of which Dr. 
John Evans gave $5,000, in honor of 
which the place was named Evanst m. 
Now there is on the premises a young 
city of six thousand inhabitants, having 
gas-works, water-works, banks, news
papers, offices, ten churches, public 
library, etc., while the University is 
worth 81,500,000, and comprise#, in the 
language of its enthusiastic President, 

seven colleges ! with seventy instruc
tors.”—Christian Guardim.
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