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Lashed to the Mast,
M, 1. CROWLEY

A bark on the wild wide ocean
Was helplessly fighting the sea

While the waves dashed o'er aud the thun- |

der's roar, '
It was frighttul to hear and sec,
But the mad'ned waters with fury dashed

Aguninst the frail bark 10 whose mast was

lashed
A poor, little satlor boy, stiff and stark,
The only one saved from the fatal bark

“ How came he up there,” our skipper sald

80 young, so fair, so pretty and bright,

I fear the lumr lad, alas ! is dead,

For he's been there aye many o day and
night,

Ho! mate, lower boats, to yon bark pull the

Ounr,

We'll lend her a hand e'en i 'tis our last ;

Let the storm, my brave lads, and the wild
ocean roar

We'll save the young lad that 15 lashed to
the mast.”

Courageous, undaunted, they faced the wild
sea;
Singing, “pull, Jolly tars, pull strong and

ust,
We'll save the young lad, and a sailor he'll
e,
So pull, jolly tars, pull strong for the mast.”
All faces on board with eagerness watc
The frail, little boat on the wild waters
tossed,
Not a muscle was moved, not an eye turned
aside
While=*My God ! they're capsized, the poor
saflors are lost,"”
Was the wild ery on board, *they are lost,
they are lost !
All were quiet as death on a dark, mournfual

day

As the many sad faces scanned wave after
wave,

Hope fled on fleet wings as the deep seemed
O say,

I have buried them all in a watery grave

Look ! look !

that dark spot! 'tis a sailor
they ery

he elimbs and springs on
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And quick in the iee frozen rigging on high,

He throws his brave arm ’round the young
sailor's neck.

“O7is the skipper. Hurrah, for the skipper,

brave man,

ung sailor boy is now saved at last
ded be him that does all he can

a poor sailor that is lashed to the
mast."’

The young sailor lad though bound by a

rope,

To the mast In the storm, still he prayed to
be free,

"I'was an angel of God, his faith and his
hope

In the mother of mercles—the starof the sea

Aye! many ar

lashed by passion and sin.
To the mast of ¢

struction that quickly doth

safl,
To be dashed 'gainst the rocks of despair,
with a din,
When all energy, hope and manliness fail.
Yet, a short little praver to the Star of the
1

Sea. 4

Will produce a strong hand to wrench off the
chain

Of that passion which makes your young
life misery,

And ’twill soothe your poor soul with a
sweet peace again.

New York, April 21, 1850,

THE PASSION PLAY

THE OBER-AMMERGAU

CHAPTER 1.
ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE PLAY,

In a pleasant valley of the Highlands
of Bavaria is a picturesque village situ.
ated on the banks of the River Ammer,
just where it issues from a deep and nar-
row gorge. The inhabitants, who are
simple and primitive in their ways, de-
pend for their livelihood chiefly in the
art of wood-carving, to which they are
greatly devoted, and in which they have
attained a high degree of perfection.
This little villa which, from its posi-
tion is called Ober-Ammergau, is the last
resting place in Germany, and, I may al-
most say in Europe, of a kind of religious
drama that was common enough in times
gone by.

It happened in the year 1633, that a
fearful pestilence swept over the dis-
tricts of Southern Bavaria. For some
weeks the secluded valley of Ammer was
free from its deadly breath.  All ingress
and egress was rigorously forbidden by

the local anthorities, and every pass was

carefully guarded, to shut out the dreaded |

contagion. At length, however, a native

of the place, who had been working in |
ing to return |

a neighboring district, wis
to the family, eluded the vigilance of the
sentries, entered the valley by a secret
path, and unconsciously carried the in-
fection with him. In two days he wasa
corpse. The contagion spread; and, be-

fore the end of three weceks, eighty-four |
of the villagers, about one-fourth of the |

whole community, had been laid in their
graves,

~ The teified survivors, having lost ail
hope in human aid, met together and
bound themselves by a solemn promise to
God, if He would stay the plague, to give
a representation every ten years of the
Passion and Death of Christ  From that
moment, as the tradition goes, the pesti-
lence was arrested inits course; and those
who were already infected quickly recover-
ed. Faithful to theiv vows, the grateful
villagers gave the first representation in
thie following year, 1634; aud, ever sinee,
as each ten years have gone round, the
Passion Play has been repeated, with con-
stantly increasing taste and skill, and with
out any diminution of that reverent reli-
gious spirit in which it first hegan.

But the Passion Play at Ober-Am-
mergau has not been without vicissitude.
More than once its very existence was
threatened; and for its preservation we
are chiefly indebted to the pious zeal of
the inhabitants. The Thistory of this
matter is deserving of notice.

There are many reasons why the rveli-
gious drama of the middle ages should be
found ill suited to the condition ofmodern
society.  First of all, it is scarcely rev
ent to expose the most sacred thi
ridicule, or even to indifferent cr
of free-thinkers; and we all know

will be many free-thinkers, at the present

day, amongst a large audience in a public
theatre. Desides, many of these religions
plays were mixed up with profane a-d
grotesque associations; and tho they
may have been looked npon with rever-
ence in ruder tinies, they would be mone
likely now to excite feelings of repug
nance and disgust.  Again, the th
danger  of such  representati
turned to account, hy ingeniou
lators, as a means of making mond
lastly, there is the temptation t
perance and riot, which is alway
when large, promiseuoas erowds of

¢ assembled together,

Intl
cons
hurg
fest
Tes
;m\\,\ lent 1t= aid; and, during the next

ten years vig A Rl y
for their extinction in the various town
and villages of

| isted

| sen the

| and its people may be of <o

Southern Germany,  But |

the people of Ober-Ammergau urged the
religious obligation of their vow.  They
represented, too, that their Play, which
had been conducted under the enlight
ened guidance of the Benedictine monks
attached to the neighboring monastery at
Ettal, was free from the abuses that ex-
ewhere,  Their prayer was heard,
and a special exception was made in theiy

In the year 1510 the Passion Play
seemed once again on the point of ex-
tinction. The monastery at Ettal had
been unhappily suppressed sowme years
before; and when the monks were gone,
there seemed to be, no longer, any suf-
ficient guarantee that the religious char
acter of the Play would be upheld, A de-
cree  was accordingly passed by the

| authorities at Munich, forbidding its

further celebration.  The energetic vil

| lagers, however, sen: deputies to the

capital to plead their cause before the
king; and their Play was spared.  From
that time it has been left unmolested;
and it now remains tolerated rather than
encouraged by the civil and ecelesiastical
rulers, a solitary example of the ancient
Christian drama.

In addition to the constant revision
which the Play received, for many gen-
erations, from the hands of the Bene-

| diectime monks, it has been greatly im-

proved and embellished within the present
century. When the monastery at Ettal
was suppressed, one of the monks, Ottmar
Weis, who afterwards  became parish
priest of Jessewany, where he died in 1843,
was tor some time allowed to retain his
convent cell. By him the design of the
Play was re-cast, and a great part of the
text was written anew. About the same

time the music, which is now in use, was |
composed by Rochus Dedler, the village |

organist and school-master.  Previous to
the performance of 1850 the text was
again revised by the parish priest of Ober-
Ammergan, Anton Alois Daisenberger,
who had been himself a pupil of Ottmar
Weis.  This venerable man, after a quarter
of a century spent in the active work of
his parish, has retired upon a small
stipend. But he still lives amongst his

| people; and daring the preparations of

the past year he was always ready to en
courage them by his presence, and to as-
sist them with his counsel.  Neither the
text nor the music has ever been
published; and they are known in their
integrity only to those engaged in the
performance.

As the first representation took place
in the year 1634, it will naturally be asked
Lhow the decennial repetition has hap-
pened to fall on the
answer to this question is easily given, and
is not without interest. About the year
1650 it was deemed expedient that each
recurring representation should corres-
pend with the beginning of each successive
decade of the century. To attain this
end the time for the next performance
was anticipated by four years; and thus
the year 1630 became, as it were, a new
starting point, from which the essive
periods, of ten years each, were thence-
forth reckoned. The play was, therefore,
really due in 1870; and, in point of fact,
it has been carefully prepared for that
year, and five representations were given.
But suddenly the war broke out: the call
to arms rang through the peaceful vil-
lage; and the players had to leave the
stage for the battle-field.

Some of the principal performers were, |

by royal authority, exempted from active
service, and reserved for garrison duty.
Joseph Mair, who represented Christ, had
an interview with the king, and obtained
special leave to retain his g hair, that
he might be ready to resume his part
when the war should be over. The post
assigned to him was in one of the military

able-bodied villagers had to face the
horrors of actual war. Seventy went
out to fight; and, of these, ¢
returned. Two are sleeping in the deep
trenches of the blood-stained fields of

| Sedan; five died in the hospitals of

France; and one has not been heard of,
but his fate is scarcely doubtful.

As soon as the war was over the first
thought at Ober-Ammergau was to con-
tinue the series of representations which
had been so rudely interrupted.  In each
decennial celebration the practice is to
give a performance once a week, for
about three months of the summer; and
if, on any occasion, the crowd should be

so great that all cannot find a Il];ll'\' in |

the theatre, an extra performance 1s given
on the following day. This year, ac-
cordir the play was acted for the
first time, on June the twenty-fourth;
and it was repeated once or twice each
week until the close of September,

Those who witnessed 1t early in the
season came away greatly impressed with
the religious spirit and 1 tl
marked the performan
spread abroad that a Hi
Bavaria was giving to

h a
living picture of the great i if
Redemption as had never before b (

The name of Ober-Ammergan hecane
famous in the fashionable assemblies of
great capitals;  and crowds of cager
tourists and pious pilgrims were soon

hurrying over the highways of Europe to

sion Play of 18571,

CHAPTER 11
I'HE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE,
My fivst impressions of Ober-Amun
mterest to

Lhose who have not heen

them thus recorded, in my note book, at
the tim

“This is a wonderful place the day I
the Passion Play.  Though Tittl
er than a mountain hamnlet

vhai
1 thousaud inhabitants, it i dy 1
wmdated with a crowd of tourists, o
than five times that number, who I
been p in, for la from all
parts of the world Eug 1 re ha
o 1 I Americans i
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village maguates, to cng

PRIENTS AND MININTERS, A FAMOUS WORK OF

the Liverpool Philo

Speaking comparatively,

my=elf; a bed, a chair,

been generously supplied by my ho

personal convenience,
ed by two rustic window
is a crucifix, with the
be Jesus Christ,’
on a large and venerable
| every thing is tidily
Jjust room to move al
into collision with my furnitur
* After taking possess
I went out for half an hour to see the town;

ely through many storm

inscription * Praised
portiantean rest

3

ses “1 heartily respect an organ
A lovely bov of three

vears old, and a pretty little
were playing about i their bare

friends, and, cver
been my constant and most wel

to judge of thes

then Mr. Huxley

) men that effectually oppose him, and
s Sunday morning

ch, and went on without
parish mass, called
it half-past eight.

and then draw your conclusions, Yo
not permitted to drav
from particulars, N

The music was simply magnificent

the critical taste of musical s ,“{4,.-‘1,;,;. is that the
[t burst forth from the lofty
organ-gallery like a <ong of joy l
uwmph coming from a higher and pure
swelled  througt
nave; it found its way into every heart;
and few, 1 think,
posed to weigh its merits according to the
nice laws of musical science

“Then the devotion of the people was |
something beautiful to see.
and children, all had their prayer-books

principles of accurate reasoning,

which they are led astray, and accept with-
out examination the vain and
s of modern time

rear 1871. The | the cathedral of that place, which

THE BUILDERS OF ENGLANI'S (A-
| THEDRALS

knelt during the whole |
and were l'\'hlvnl])m
absorbed in earnest, thoughtful prayer.
It could not be that a people who had
duced such musie, in a secluded va
were insensible to its influence.
did not come to hear it as a fine display
[t seemed rather to enter into
their souls, and to blend with their prayers,
as they knelt before the altar of God.
Never before had I witnessed such a com-
bination of refined art with simple, earn-

land in the Olden Time,”
| Newport, said recently: “The chureh wa

[ like Holy David, did h

, at the hour of midnight | of the Child J

of the pearls in t

the Vesper hour a .iiu Complin when the

All other labor wa

mter-penetrated  withy,

« After Gospel, the music was hushed LN ERUCATINS 07 VIRES.
for a time, and one of the priests gave a
short, practical sermon.
varently out of respect, stood until he had

finished the exordium of his discourse, |

mated_to, and was
- 1
one supreme purpose, the work

The people, ap-
P P graced the Church of France
well remarked that “at

When they arrive at
| without habits of application, they cannot

was ended the whole congregation joined |
in prayer aloud.

| women; all the voices on each
pitched in the same tone, and keeping
Mass was again resumed, |

| continued attention
inclination for amusement which i
in youth, and the example
wve inspired them with the
o | dread of an orderly and laborious life

dremb at Munich. But the bulk of the |

service should have been given in a village |
church, and by the village people them
| selves, 1scertainly wonderful; and it is not
less admirable that, in the presence of so
many strangers, it should have been per
formed with an entire absence of ostenta

ight have not |

avthority that would

no mercenary hand that

ish Protestants were there,
and a large sprinkling of regular English
enerally remarkable

But here they seemed all deeply
impressed with the religious character of

part, to the rear of the church,

but, from what [ have seen to-
annot doubt that it will 1

1549 two Anglican clergvmi
them Oxford men, set oft from

1
|

a tour to Jerusalem

travellers to be of

CARDINAL GUIBERTONTHE FERRY

lingo of the High Chw

iglish controversy may per-
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rovis and | the verdict which they give in its favor, | §

Lian I noth Vo, Dupan

rtion in the
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by cach ex-
15t be made
now where to plant

1 and how to manage them; we
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methods, and to do all w ulertake in the
hest way I'hen suceess and industey will

hand in hand, and pain of useless

Bor will be entirely ed by the plea
1 feon W= power '

Ihe prodigal the fin uiry rememe
bered his father and his father’s lov The
onsciotsness that his father loved him still
moved him to returm, and to aceuse him-
elf with a profound hamility Il sense

{1 nworthiness and of o< ingratitude
harpened by the sense of his father’s
nder he sunshine of s child

d and of his boyhood, and the Light of

'\:“" cnam 1 1\‘{ ‘KHI' ‘\'”I

mee more, and he knew that, althongh he
vas o all changed, his father was stll the

e that, although hisheart was havden
d, s father’s heart w vet full of Kind

s | ne AL this e felt while he was still far

ofl in las misery How much more when

father fell npon his neck, gave him the

Kiss of peace, and arrayed him onee more
i the ravnent and the vine of his son hipt
I'he conscionsness of his own selfishness
i ieratitad decpened all his contrition
He was Keen while he was vet trembling
his <ins but keener still when his sins
heen | I'he absolution of his
i to a higher and

n \ canse a more loving
i the Sacrament of Pen

ave indeed tasted that the
»and have heen made the sub
niraculons Tov When we
ved from Him the pledge that,

\ Wi rs, Chnist died
1 I while we were yet in our sins,
v Heavenly  Father loved us with an
erlasting love Coavdinal - Mannwing
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THE THURIBLE.

The vessel in which the incense is burn
dis called the Thurible, a word of Greek

wiging meaning the same as omr word eo

by which it 1= more generally designated,
Accompanying the Thuarible is a little v

el ‘u‘ Llike a boat, in which the ineo
Kepty and from which it is taken by a
mall spoo
I ang 1 th
1 Wi ot
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THE GREATEST BLESSING
\ simple, | , havmle remedy, that

| niey, and prevents disease hy
lood pure, stomach reg 1.1;',
ys a uver active, 15 the greatest
blessing ever conferred upon man.  Hop
Bitters is that remedy, and ivs proprietor
are betug blessed by thousands who have
been saved and cured by it. Will you try

iLd See other coluna,




