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STRATPOAD'S SHRINB

8t.Joseph's Church Con-
secrated.

Most Rev. Dr. Carbery, O. P.,
Consecrator,

Eloquent Dircourses by His Grace the
Archbishop of Toronto and the
Bishop of London,

Master’y Effurt of Rev Dr. Rellly, of
Detroit, Treasurer of the Irish Na-
tiomnal ! eague of A: erica.

Not since that glorious morning of
the lovely springtide of 1874 when the
Very Rev, Peter Francis Crinnon, Priest
of Holy Church, Catholic, Apostolic and
Roman, and Vicar General of London
issued from the consecrating hand of
His Grace the Archbishop of Toronto to
take rank and place in the Christian
hierarchy as Bishop of Hamilton, has the
beautitul city on the Avon witnessed
such an imposing gathering of bishops
and clergy as that which assembled
within its walls on Sunday last, The
word bad gone abroad that St, Joseph's
Church having been entirely released
from debt was to be consecrated and
such a multitude of the faithful and their
non-Catholic friends gathered to wit-
ness this impreesive ceremonial as
has never upon any occasion
met in Stratford, The tidings too
that the pulpit was in the morning
to be filled Ey the Rev. Dr. Charles Reilly,
of Detroit, Treasurer of the Irish
National League of America, and in
the evening by the eloquent
Bishop of London and the intimation
tbat His G:ace of Toronto might also for
a few moments acdress the people of
Ontario’s “Garden city” contributed
not a little to bring together the vast
concourses of people that filled this
msjestic temple morning and evening,
So great was the crowd on both occa-
sions that standing room was not obtain-
able at either service and many had to
leave through inability to catch even a
glimpse of the ceremonial, The follow-
ing is & correct list of prelates and cle:gy
in attendance:

ARCHBISHOP
Lynch, Most Rev. John Joseph...Toronto
BISHOPS
Carbery, Most Rev. Jas. Joseph O.P......

Hamilton......coo0ere.on
Walsh, Most Rev. John, D, D......London.
PRIESTS.

Bayard, Rev. Jos..... «e...Sarnis,

Brennsn, Rev. P.J

t. Mary's,
Geraid, Rev. Jos..

..Belle River,

Kennedy, Rev. Jos... ....London.
Kilroy, Rev. E. B,, D, D.........Stratford,
Lennon, Rev. P..................... Brantford.
Murpby, Very Rev. Dean......Irishtown.

Northgraves, Rev, George.........Stratford.
O’Connor, Very Rev, Denis......Sandwich.
O’Connor, Rev. John............Maidstone,
Quigley, Rev. J...... ..Stratford,
O'Neill, Rev. John ...Kinkora,
Reilly, Rev, Charles O, D. D......Detroit.
Waguer, Very Rev, Dean......... Windeor,
ough we bave already given an his-
torical sketch of the parieh and the church
of Stratford our readers will we know
eruse the following taken from the Lon-
on Free Press of Monday, June 7th, with
much interest :

“Stratford, although the youngest in
the bright sisterhocd of Canadian cities,
occupies by no means the least prominent
poeition, and its rapid progress reflects
credit upon the enterprise and energy of
its citizens. But although its growth has
been s0 marked the development in its
midst of Catholicism has proved even
more notable. It is a remarkable fact
that, since the very inception of the vil-
lage from which has arieen the fine city
that now constitutes the central point in
the county of Perth the Roman Catholics
have held a leading position in the com-
munity, and their onward movement has
been identical with its best interests, Up-
wards of balf a century has elapsed since
the first emigrant settlers from the Old
World found a lodging place on the banks
of the placid river. When Stratford was
selected as the proper deeignation for the
burgh, its founders, in memory of the
illustrious birthplace of the immortal
Shakespeare, chose for the river the ap-
pellation of Avon, and so it has remained
ever since, The original settler was John
Sergeant, an Irish gentleman from Tip-
perary, and he was followed in the same
year—1822—by several others. In their
struggles they were sustained by the

POWER OF THE FAITH,

and amongst the first arrangements per-
fected was a movement for the holding
of regular service and the due adminis-
tration of the rites prescribed by the
mother cliurch, In the fall of 1832
Father Dempsey traversed the dense
wilderness then existing between the
new village and St. Thomas, and cele.
brated the first mass there, while in the
following year he solemnized the first
marriage and baptized the first white
child within the environs of the place,
For some years the settlers were blessed
only with occasional services, until 1841,
when Father Gibney was given the
church of Guelph and Stratford for three
years, Itwae during his priesthood that
the first church was built, It was an
unpretentious frame structure not
worthy of the slightest comparison with
the beautiful edifice that now serves for
the sacred purpose, In 1843 the first
confirmation was held, but it was not
till 1856 that a priest took up his resid-
ence permanently n the then thriving
place. Father Canney continued in the
pastorate until 1858, when he was suc-
ceeded by the good, pious and lamented
Peter Francis Crinnon, The ministry
of

FATHER CRINNON

proved productive of incalculable benefit
to the Catholic portion of the commun.
ity. Possessed of great strength of pur-
pose he threw bimselt heartily into the
work, and the church made wonderful
strides in advance, He established the
first separate school-—thereare at present
two fine educational institutions of the
kind—built two churches, and finally

succeeded in having constructed the
church of St. Joseph, which even to-day
remains beyond all question the most
ornate, substantial, commodious and
beautiful in the entire bishopric of Lon.
don, with the exception of 8t, Peter's
Cltﬁedul, while its altars and adorn
ments most certainly surpass anything in
Western Ontsrio. Father Crinnon con-
tinued in charge of the church until
April 19th, 1874, when he was consecra.
ted Bishop of Hamilton, Upon the
departure of Bishop Crinnon to his new
lpEere of labor

REV. EDMOND BURKE KILROY
was appointed to Stratford, and still re-
mains in charge, His high mental at.
tainments are testified by his elevation
to the dignity of D. D, and his eminent
ability for the position he occupies is
abundantly shown by the great success
that has attended his ministry, When
he assumed his holy cffice in the town
he found the church deeply involved in
debt, but this proved no deterrent to
him, Imbued with the most indomit-
able energy and steadfastness of purpose,
he resolutely undertook the task of
wiping oft the entire debt, His
efforts were ably seconded by
his flock, but he proved a whole host in
himself, Casting himself zealously into
the breach he struggled and persevered
amidst trials and darknees, and over-
came every obstacle that presented
itself, while at the same time he per-
formed earnestly his church work, was
ever foremost in endeavoring to promote
the progress of the community in which
his lot was cast, and to contribute in the
utmost degree to the temporal and
epiritual welfare of those under his
charge, And to day he has the proud
satisfaction of realizing

THE MAGNIFICENT SUCCESS
that has erowned his eftorts, The sacri.
fice, the self denial, the rigid adherence
to duty involved in the task are all for-
gotten, as he can gaze complacently upon
the monument, grander, more noble and
more enduring than any mere form of
stone or metal, that will long remain to
endear his memory to future generations,
and to prove a shining example of what
can be accomplished through energy,
zeal, piety, perseverance, and a resolute
determination to be deterred by nothing,
Most palbably in Dr. Kilroy’s vocabul-
ary no such word as fail can be
found, The spacious and beautiful
church, two fine schools, a convent and
residence now stand within the precincts
of the city, and all are completely out of
debt. With the parish in a highly pros.
perous condition, and with every ible
encouragement for the future the out-
look is most auspicious, No cloud dims
the horizon, but in the eftulgence of per-
fect success always the worthy, untiring
and accomplished priest can lay the
proud unction to his soul, “Well done,
tbou good and faithful servant.” The
most sincere congratulations, the most
hearty plaudits can scarcely suffice to
render a fitting tribute to the good priest
whose elegant church was solemnly con-
secrated yesterday.

THE CHURCH.

Before speaking of the consecration it
may not be amies to give a brief eketch
of the church itself. It is a substantial,
well built editice of brick, and presents a
pleasiog appearance to the eye, wmore
particularly through the lofty entrance,
the neat, trim and handsome character
of the surroundings, and the manner in
which the front of the building and the
approaches thereto have been recently
repainted and adorned, But if the ex-
terior be attractive, what can be ade-
quately said of the interior? Lofty ceil-
ings rising to a great height, wide win-
dows, spacious aisles, comfortable seats
and gorgeous furnishings combine to form
a beautiful picture and the tout ensemble
of the whole is elegant beyond compare,
The structure is 164 feet in length, by 60
in width, and is provided with three
aisles—the main and two side—all of
which are quite ample., Seven heavy
gilded pillars, finely flowered, support at
each side the three lofty ceilings, which
are beautifully groined in plaster, while
light is aflorded by twenty-one elegant
stained glass windows, The vestry is
also finely finished and well fur-
nished, reflecting credit upon the energy
ot the pastor and the liberality of the
congregation, who uudoubtedly possess
perhaps the handsomest and mcst finely
furnished church edifice in the Prov.-
ince, and one to which they may well
turn with pride. To

DFRSORIBR THE ATTARS,
of which there are no less than three,
would be a matter of extreme difficulty,
especially if it be sought to convey an
accurate impression of the reality. They
are beyond question magnificent samples
of workmanship, finished in exquisite
style, and adorned in a manner that has
never been equalled in the west.
Occupying the entire central portion of
the sanctuary is the main altar, standing
forty feet in height and soaring aloft to
the very dome of the building. Itis
copstructed of walnut and ash, elegantly
carved, and is surmounted Ly a truly
magnificent statue of the Sacred Heart.
As accessories to this are eight other
handeome statues, four each being
placed upon the side-altars, Formerly,
THIS MASSIVE STRUCTURE
stood close to the wall, and appeared
almost to merge into the rear wall, con-
cealing in a great measure the beautiful
window at the rear, upon which is pic-
tured a vivid representation of the
solemn scenes of the crucifixion and the
fondly anticipated conception of the glor-
ious resurrection, when .Jesus, the Son
of Mary, shall come with His infinite
Father to reward the just and punish the
unjust, The window is a beautiful work
of art, and it is finely to be seen in the
present position of the altar, The work
of moving out the ponderous structure
was a most prodigious task, and was
undertaken with much fear and trem.
bling upon the part of the priests for its
safety,. but with perfect contidence by
Major Henry A, Gray, whose valuable
services were tendered gratuitously, and
under whose indefatigable supervision
all the extensive alterations and im-
provements have been successfully exe.
cuted, A great tribute of praise is cer-
tainly due to him for the manmer in
which the duty has been ful.
filled. In consequence of this being
in a large degree a missionary coun.
try, the Altars are very often made tem-
porary—as is the case with the smaller

ones here—in oirder that they mey be

{ from Rutland, Vermont. Upon thisstone

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

, STRATFORD.

consecration the main altar has been
RENDERED A PERMANENCY,

being solidly rebuilt of brick and stone

from the foundation to the coping. It is

surmounted by a very ornate aud haud

some elab of polished marble imported

are marked five crosees, one in the centre,
and one at each cirner, and near the front
is asmall aperture, wherein during the con-
secration ceremony was deposited a silver
casket containing the eacred relics, after
which the aperture was covered and sealed
up. Twelve ircn plates with crosses have
been inserted in the walls at intervals,
each having a candle above it, and these
were also duly blessed yesterday,
THE EPISTLE SIDE.

Upon the right, or epistle side, stanis
the altar of St. Joseph, which is another
most beautiful structure of walnut and
black ash, and was donated by the late
Catharine Corcoran, wife of James Cor-
coran, Esq. In the apse at the
back of this altar is placed a very hand-
some statue of St, Jeseph, which was im-
ported direct from Munich in Germany,
and is a fine piece of workmanship.

THE GOSPEL SIDE,

The left, or gospel side, is devoted to
the altar of Blessed Virgin, and it is also
built of ash and walnut, picked out in
gold, eo are its companions, It waa the
%ift of Patrick Bonnon, and is surmounted

y an elegantly designed statue of the
Virgin Mary, bearing in her arms the in.
fant Jesus. This was aleo imported from
Munich expresaly.

THE BANCTUARY.

The sanctuary is very large and com.
modious, and has been tastefully re-
furnished and carpeted, Suspended in
front of the main altar is a magnificent
and costly ornamentation, which has
been moved several feet, and conveni-
ently arranged, so that it may be raised
or lowered at pleasure, The walls of the
sanctuary are panelled in oil, picked out
in two pretty tints of blue, imparting to
it a pleasant appearance. Two thrones
are also placed in the sanctuary, and in
rear of the main altar is a passage-way
and a series of repositories for the stor-
ing of the vestments, altar linens and
sacred vessels appertaining thereto.

THE ACCESSORIES,
The crosses placed around the church
are inscribed with the names of persons
who have been prominently identified
with the history of the church, and
whose record will thus be transmitted to
posterity, At intervals around the sides
of the church are the usual fourteen
stations—the way of the cross—each of
these being maguificently painted in oil,
and forming a very artistio picture, The
choir gallery has also been remodelled
and rendered mors comfortable, and
everything possible done to improve the
edifice in all respects.

THE SEATING CAPACITY
has through an ingenious adaptation of
the existing circumstances been so en.
larged as to accommodate fully one
thousand persons, and the success
achieved in this respect furnishes
another triumph for Major Gray.

There is one piece of furniture that
most decidedly should not be overlooked,
and that is the pulpit, which stands in
front of the left altar. It is circular in
form, elegantly carved and embossed,
constructed of black walnut and ash,
and delicately tinted in gold, It is a
most ornate piece of workmanship, is a
perfect facsimile of the pulpit to which
the highest premium was awarded at the
Centennial Exposition, and in thorough
harmony with the furnishing of the
church throughout,

THE CONSECRATION,

Sunday last dawned beautifully and a
more auspicous time could not have
been selected for the solemn ceremony
that has rewarded Dr, Kilroy for all his
struggles and earnest efforts,

Shortly after four o’clock in the morn-
ing, masses began to be said by the
visiting clergy in the Convent and School
House adjoining the building ; but the
impressive ceremony of the consecration
was not inaugurated until 7 o'clock,
when the customary procession moved
thrice around the church, and the
edifice was solemnly consecrated by
Right Rev, Dr, Carbery, of Hamilton, the
proceedings acquiring much more brilli-
ancy through the august presence of His
Grace Archbishop Lynch and His Lord-
ship Bishop Walsh, of London, who
appeared 1n full Pontificals, The altar,
the central point in the material portion
of Catholic worship,was next consecrated,
the silver cagket containing the sacred
relics deposited in the aperture pre-
pared for it, aud the whole sealed up.
This ceremony was of a very impressive
and dignified nature throughout, and
was carried out with all due solemnity,

During the morning

A VERY LARGE ASSEMBLAGE,
gathered in front of the church aad
anxicusly awaited the opening of the

moved as required, but in view of the luh' and afte

r reaching the sanctuary
assumed the seats assigned for them, The
public were then permitted to enter, and
in a short time every seat was filled, and
chai:s had to be brought into requisition.
Solemn High Mass was celebrated by
Very Rev, Dean Murphy, of Irishtown ;
the Officers of Honor were Dean Wagner,
Windsor; and R:v, Dennis O’Connor,
President of Saudwich College ; Deacon
and sub-Deacon, Revs, Joseph DBayard,
Sarnia, and P..J, Brennan, St. Mary's ;
Masters of Ceremonies, Revs, G North-
graves, Stratford, aud Joseph Kennedy,
of London,
THE CHOIR
was under the direct management of Mrs,
O'Loane assisted by Mr, Douglass, Mr.
Gray, Mr. Trainor, Mr. Young, Miss
Tibbs and Miss Hurley. The soloists
were Mise Ford, of St. Mary’s; and Miss
Chute, of Stratford.

DK, RIELLY'S SERMON,
““I have sanctified this house which thou
hast built, to put my name there forever,
and my eyes and my lLieart shall be there
always,”—L Kings, ix., 3. My eyes also
shall be open and my ears attentive to the
prayer of nim who sha!ll pray in this place.”
—Par, viii.,, 15. Words taken from the
books of Solomon, from the Kinis and
Paralipomenon ; words, beloved brethren,
well caloulated to inspire us with those
sentiments of reverence which are due to
the house of God as the vestibule of His
immensity, a witness of His covenant and
the temple of a worship that befits all His
divine attributes. 1 say it is the vestibule
of God's immensity. How profound the
reflaction, how vast the conception which
acquaints us with the omnipresence of
Deity ! God present intimately and always
to all crea‘ures in the universe, whether
living or inanimite, organic or immaterial.
His cons:rvative presence is the support
of our material existence ; to our inteilec.
tual and gioral being He is present as the
light of reason and object of the wi!l—the
principle of rational existence and of moral
life. Our creation was not an isolated act ;
preservation is but its continuance, the per-
petuation o that first act of divine power
and love. The s8'rong spirit of the highest
angel needs the active influence of God's
conse:vative presence every instamnt, or it
would fall back into its original nothing-
ness, Oh, my brethren,.what a consider-
ation is this if we could but realize it, Yet
so thoroughly is ouar reason impregnated
with this great truth of the universal pres-
ence of God, that grave though erring phil-
osophers have teigned it the one idea innate
—the mirror of rational conception—the
essence of the human soul. And had not
man by his fall perverted the original in-
tent of his faculties, he would have lived
on in the reflexive consciousness of the
Divine presence, ever strengthening, ever
developing, until confirmed in the vision,
he would have been beatified by its influ-
ence and passed on to the eternal enjoy-
ment of heaven without tasting the bitter
waters of death,

Sin induced disorders, essences it did not
affect. Man wasdriven out from the face
of his Creator, but his essential re!ation to
his God, despite, remained. He was still
the crea'ure that crowned creation’s craft ;
still the medium through whom the glory
of creation must seek i‘s source, and now
he wasseparated from his Maker; separated,
though not, to be sure, in the literal sensa,
which were annihilation, but in the sense
that we say mortal sin separates the sinner
from God. Man had lost the triendship of
his Creator, and forfeited that familiarity
with the Divine presen-e which had been
designed for him on creation’s birth, No
more will he walk through paradize with
the impress of integrity upon hia uplifted
brow ;no more will he bask in the sunshine
and enjoy the heavenly consciousness of
the Divine eye resting with complacency on
him, or recline in the cool sha les of Eden
and sight the glistening eyes of angels
peering at him through the boughs. Hence-
forth the presence of his Lord is too
formidable to him. Henceforth the wonted
difference of the creature to the Creator is
intensified to an agony. Henceforth the
consciousnzss ot the proximity and immen-
sity of his Maker induces but terror and dis-
may. Inthedarknessof nighthe isaffrighted
by the terror of his guilt, and at dawn he
hides among the trees, and trembles at the
vo'ce of his Crea‘or calling him in the
walks of paradise, **I was afraid,” said
Adam, **and hid myself bucause I was
naked,” speaking no less in the name of his
posterity than he had sinned to their
account,

Man’s conzciousness of that awfu! pres-
ence 13 never aroused bat terror actuates
his tonzua, '*We have seen Gol, and we
sha!l die, surely,” exc'a’'med the picus pair

august majesty, And itis

its proportions—to ever
falters in the shadow

sensible clalmant on

Jacob by which angels

ascending and descending,

ether enters and conserves
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a prayer that heaven may
The hasty man of business
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Lord.”
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ways. My eyes alsoshall

consideration given by J

est tabernacle.
virtuefrom the prayer that
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of the law, and the two
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a ‘“house to the Lord

because, forsooth, he

ghed much bood and

blood before me.” How

does it not bespeak—the

to sce the zeal of Oza for

in Genesis on the apparition of the angel.

*The Lord is in this place and I knew it
not,” #aid the patriarch Jacob. “I knew
it not ; how terrible it is; it is the house of
God and the gate of heaven,” and tlen he
set up a stone to witness that God
was with him. And could we but
raalize, beloved brethren, the fact that
every spot of carth on which a man tarri s

for a moment becemes thereby the ‘‘lionse
of God ” and **gate of heavin,” m-thinks
our words would run doewn in the accents
of our common progenitor in the midst of
the garden with his God and his guilt
alike before him. Were that Divine pree-
ence mora vividly impressed upon our

doors, which were thrown apart at 10.30
o’clock, when the proceesion, composed of

the acolytes, cross-bearer, attending priests,
bishope and archbishops, pamed the por-

sou's, methinks we wou!d misa the wanton
mien, the fearless attitude, the haughty de-
meanor ; far God, even in the light o pure
reason, cannot be regarded aside from the
reverential awe which attaches to such

ness which attends a coneciousness so cor-
formable to reason that I tuke the first and
most obvious vocation of the house of Cod
—the material structure that attests His | anteed
presence to every eye that resteth upon

Who does mot 1ccognize in it a

for the glory of Ilis creation? Who can
s'and in its shadow and ignore a reveren-
tial awakening in his hear
very presence suggest the homage due to
the Infinite? What, whil
Bethel it witnesses the perpetual presence
of God, sensibly testifying that the uni
verse is but His footstool and that we walk
in His shadow ; substituting the ladder of

between God and man—can we, I say, from
the midst of su h associations deny all con-
sciou ness of the dread reality which like a
boundless ocean surrounds and like a subtle

What a beneficent influence is exerted in a
world like ours by this sensible att sta

classes in the community! The la

an instant in sight of the open and crowded
portal and resume Lis way with less ardent
spirit and more pensive mind, The

as he approaches the sacrei procincts and
yield in reverence the debt which he can

house of God and the gate of heaven,”

Yet not with servile dr
filial reverence should your bt s ongas, 1 feeli
upon the material structure thus hallowed ;fl"”‘ls v’; ”: -l“l" l:"", “"_" - ulm e |;\g|
by the acceptance of the Most High, For rom day o day, but you come t0 join atter

and 50,000 of the common people.”

Who, then, let me ask, belovel bretliren, | terprise has been blessed with the ** bless:
reflecting cn the reverence sn rigorously | ings of heaven above and with those of the
exacted for the tabernacle of the old law, | earth beneath “—b'essed with the pieni.
and taking into account the cssential differ- | tude of the priesthood upon earth and with
ence between the old sanctualy and the | the crown of joy in the glory of the eternal

remarkable privilege to have contributed in | city, ;
any way to the ercction of God's holy | gods, something—an indefinite romething
house? Remember, my brethren, it was a | —was due to ** him who prescrved the city

disowned by the consecr t
Christ’s mystic boly uyon earth—that the | ince te

from this vague- | law, Yes, it was but the picture of this
same ineffable mystery of the rea! presence

anticipated by so many ages in the ark of
Israel, which lent intrineic worth and guar-
external revercace to the taber-
nacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon.
y form that To the same, now consummated, belongs
of its walls. | as a consequence ocur veneration for the
! A hiouse of God, **the house of him who prays
behalf of God|in this p'ace.” **My eyes also shal be
open, and my ears attentive to the rayer
of Lim who shall pray in this place " —this
place wherein Ho hath immured I1imself
by the very truth of His sacred | umanity ;
this place, the true vest bule of His immen-
sity, the tabernacle of the living God,
Turn, Christian, the eyes ot thy faith to
the silent tabernacle, There Christ Jesus,
co-eternal, scn of the living God, in whom
He is always well pleased, loves, prays,
praises and supplicates in your behalf ; not,
indeed, to excuse you from praying, but to
help you to pray. As on the night before
His passion, taking with Him Peter and
James and John, He withdrew a little
from them and prayved Himself into an
agony, yet still returned from time to time
and urged them to pray with Him, so
on our altars—withdrawn from us

t? Does not its

st like another

are constantly
a bond of union

our very being,

God upon all

a little behind the sacramental veil—
borer, as he goes forth in the | and muking intercession for us with groan.
morning to the pur-uit of his dai'v avoca- ings unutterable fle would have
tion will here pause a moment and breathe | ys kneel about y the temple's aisles,

santify his toil.

adding our poor prayers to His,
will waver for

Oue prayers, by being united to His,
obtain a higher acceptance, a loftier sig.
nitficance. \What we know not how to ask
for He abtains, \What we ask for in broken
accents He puts in glowing words ; what
we do not think of IHe supplies ; He inter-

usness will halt

" A, A prets our obscure aspirations ; what we
not pay in devotion. The m'dnight reveler | 45k for in ignorance and error, He deciphers
will check for a moment lhis unseemly | i, wisdom and love ; and thus our prayers
mirth and yield his heart unconsciously to | i the sacred sanctuary of lHig heart ba-
an inte:val of mercy and remorse. Well | come transficured and divine.
may you revere it, oh wordling! for dread How eminently, then, does not the
fulis the association connected with it. G b 2 . :
- A church witness the covenant of God with

Approach it reverently; regard it with 0 oyt S 1

W o \ .| man! How truly is it the house of prayer!
awe ; enter it respectiully, for terrible is |
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o through all the moods «f his own mind

expressed in extcmporized prayer, which,

ead 1 . .
ead bub rasher however beautifully arranged, must fail to

veneration rest

Himself of the | YOur own fashion in Christ's own prayer,

terror which naturally attaches to His Here wi!l the shipwrecked mariner return
immensity, *My house,”
the house of prayer.” Of prayer, to which
the inexhaustible resources of His prov- e bild s L il kneel th 3
idence are ever anawerable, which is ever | 2uflering child ; here will kneel the tiuy
grateful to His eyes, ever ;.‘ropitintnry be. | form of lisping innocence, and aere will
fore Him. Pra rr' the warrant He has | *0iten the contrite countenance of hardened
writtnn'out upanylli'u divine bounty; aye sin, Is it more than natural that our love
to which He has attached a sort of sacred | *nd respect, like cur different devotions,
violence formidable even to Himself. For should assume T""y possibie flevotlonsl
thus did Abraham vanquish God with the 'h"_’:l'.":l t"hr“pl“,' 'h";h God hath
perseverance of his inspired importunities ; BRGNS0 TN AN S

so did holy Moses withstand the incensed

thanks for his preservation in time of peril ;
here will come the afllicted mother to pray
in the empty church for the recovery of her

He saith, *‘is

“I have chosen this piace to myself for a
destruction of | house of wornhir," ‘ou know, beloved
desert, Te | brethren, in the old law was an annual or

secret prayer He has pledged a will- most solemn sacrifice, at which time the
ing attention even before it escapes High Priest alone entered the inner
the heart's inmost chamber; to the ¢'oseted | sanctuary of the temple behind the veil,
whisper he has vouchsafed a ready re-| not without blood, which he offered for
sponse, but with His church He has estab- his own and the people’s ignorance, whilst
lished a sacred and abiding covenant. **1 | the priestaand the people prayed in silence
have sanctified this house which thou hast | without. Their worship was a problem,
built to put my name there forever, and and ours is its solution. You will see the
my eyes and my heart shall be there al. | yriest lift up the hcat before the people.

be open and my It is the veil that hides the Holy of Holies

ears attentive to the prayer of him who [ from our eyes, while within the true High
shail pray in this place.”

Such was the | Priest, Christ, the co eternal Son of God,
ehovah to that | offers Himself to the Father for us. Aye,

worldly sanctuary which, though embossed | He is entered within the veil, where He
with barbaric go'd and gilt with Oriental performs in gocrut the rites ot expiation
splendor, afforded but a type of our poor- while the priest and the people pray in
For mark, it decived its | silence without, Oh, then be still, be

was to be offered | attentive; let mnot even the priest

on its site by the forthcoming Messiah. | at the altar ; raise . his voice
Its rites attained but toa legal justifica. | lest he drown the hidden whispers of that
tion, to the cleansing of conscience it |inner shrine. It is the hour of grace,
never presumed. It contained indeed the Earth disappears, heaven opens; we are in

the handicraft | the presence of God, sprinkled fresh with

of Oliab and Beseleel and the tables of the | the blood of Golgotha and vovgred with the
‘law deposited chercin by Moses, Yet shadow of our Rgdgemer slain, We lift
mark, my brethren, how reverence for that | our eyes, and lo ! it is the house of God ; it
sanctuary was inculcated and maintained, | is the gate of heaven. Our hands have
E ch observance, each regulation relating | raised the high dwelling, and thus we have
to it appears in the law like a dictate oi | ascended the holy mount of sacrifice,

mercy, and becomes a condition for immun-
ity from death. *‘Let Aaron and his sons | my admiration to those engaged in this
observe less they die” is the uncquivocal | glorious design—the erection of a house to
sanction of the slightest ceremony. A | the ‘‘Lord their God, to put therein His
menace which was ruefully fultilled upon | name forevir.” It were an imputation on
the first cccasion of what wou'd seem to us | your inteliigence, my dearly beloved
a trivial departure from the strict liturgy | brethren, to assume for an instant that you

Permit me here the humble tribute of

sons of Aaron, | considered this an ordinary occasion, It

Nadab and Abion, were sm tten down in | js a great day for you—so great that I feel
the sanctnary for offering strange fire | truly grateful for my humble part therein,
before the Lord. **Who snall be ab'e to | No more noble ambition could actuate
stand before the Lord, this holy God,’|a Christian community, No meed of
cried t' e Bethsamites when their irrever- | praise I might bestow, however youthful
ent eyes ha| provoked His indignation, | admiration might prompt my tongue,

of Bethsamites | wouid adequately express my appreciation

because they had looked at the ark of the | of the zeal that is here made manifest in

peop'e 70 men, | priest and people. He who conducted you
in the noble inception of this religious en-.

t with propriety | kingdom. ** Inasmuch as thouhas thought

tremb'e on approaching’ that door? Who | in thy heart to build a hous-. to my name
but might exclaim with holy David, **Who thou hast done well in baving this same

hast brought me | thought in thy mind.” Cicero argued that

Who but might esteem it a if Romu'us, who founded *‘the eternal

"

had been raised to the immortal

David, when he | founded aud enlarged.” 1 desire to rress
that lie dwelt in | the comparison. Thcre are few opportuni-

a house of cedar whilst his Lord abode in a | ties afforded in life to decorously praise &

yearned to erect | man to his face, and ccrtainly this is one
his God.” God | —one wherein we es:ape the shadow of the

would not accept & temple at his hands, imputation of flattery or uncue adu'ation,

had shed the | I have not come here to actin any wise a8

blood of many battles. **Thou bast | eulogist of the man who has solong since

fcught many | entitled himself to so much of your honest

battles, therefore thou canst rot build a | esteem and fi.ial affection. The presence
house to my name, after shedding so much here of his ordinary were euflicient to

unworthy is it, | apprise you of the esteem in which his

then, of the Christian—how sordid a roul work and ycurs is held by thcse whom the

manifest reluct- | Holy Ghost has constituted bishops, over.

ance that we sometimes encounter in |seers (Episcopeo)of the church upon earth,

Christian communities to contr bute to The august ceremcny of three hours’
the buil ling of the temple of his Saviour | duration this moern ng cught to convinuce
GGod. Indeed, it is a disheartening sight | ycu tha' this is a sublime, a memorable

the tottering ark | duy for Straticrd.  The inspirng sight of
\ted members of | the patriarchal metropolitan of the Prov.
's you impressively and pathetically

hend of the Christian whic has reccived | tha' thisis a great oc asion. 1t I thought
eonseeration to soestimab'e, so holy a work | there was ove in thisw hole congregation so
will refuse its «flice, and the enlightened | derclict to duty, so lost to z+al, ko apostate
eye of faith wil regard vith distrust the | to the brave traditions of his name nn.d
pleadings o the God who dwelleth like a | race as not to range himse!f with this, his
gojourner in our midst, For here is not apiritual father, end the children of his
the ark of the covenant, the handicrift of | Father’s house in this godly enterprise, him
Oliab and Besaleel, nor stene tablets | wou'd I pity as well as condemn,  Great
traced by the finger of Omnipotence, | things have been nccemplished in this
No: the law of the Lord has been | place, You know it is a working world,
trenseribed to the Christ an’s heart. The | and I want to ask if there is onme in this
veil of the temple hath basen rent in twain, | creat congregation w ) o is looking for the
and actua! faith now apprehends an ocean | salvation of God, und who lm;w not contrib-
of spiritua’ beauty, which lies deep down, | uted to the building of O.ml s Loly taber.
gleritying God from the fathom'ess depths nacle in this plice ucrnu_ln g as the same
of cur aitars’ mystery. Ave, her: on the [ merciful God hath given him means so to do?
lowly and humble p'ace, locking over this | Is there one.\\ho '\nll forfeit his title to
vast infinity of His Father’s essentia! glory, | recognition in this place when adversity
which no created thing can touch, no out- | shall visit him, and +flliction & all encom-

ward assault approach to violate, dwells | pass him about, and he "lhnll ‘‘know -the
the beginning and end of the ancient cove. wound of his own heart,” and sprial forth

nant, the termnination and object of Isracl's
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