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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
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BY REV. WILLIAM DEMOUY, D. D.
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
SATAN'S n;(—;)mm ACTIVITIES

“At that time : Jesus was casting out a devil
and the same was dumb ; and when He had
cast out the devil, the dumb spoke; and the
multitudes were in admiration at it,” (Luke
xi W)

Some people are inclined to think
that possession by the devil is con-
fined to the times of Christ. His-
tory, however, since His time,
records thousands of cases where
people were under the influence of
the wicked spirit, and were freed
only through the rite of exorcism
as prescribed by the Church. On
gome oceasiun a simple exorcism was
not sufficient, and it was neces-
sary to add to it much prayer and
fasting. But the Church’s exoreism
invariably produces theyresults re-
quired when to it are added the
accessories demanded in certain
obstinate cases. A remarkable case,
reported at Rome a few years ago,
was of a native of Africa, who was
a member of the Church. The par-
ticulars were given by the bishop
who performed the rite of exorcism
over him. At first it failed, and the
possessed one became more violent
than he had been before the rite
was carried out. But the bishop
added long prayers and fasting and
finally, after several applications of
the spiritual medicine, the man was
freed of the wicked spirit and was
totally transformed in his conduct.
Similar instances, almost by the
score, could be cited, which have
undeniable evidence to prove their
reality,

Judging from the actions and
words of many individuals of the
present day, it would seem that
Satan has many abiding-places.
Not only are some obsessed by him,
but many are in his possession.
These latter have sold themselves to
him and are promoting his cause.
It ie far easier to excuse the former
than the latter ; obsession may come,
to some extent, from ignorance and
weakness ; but possession generally
comes only through one’s own con-
gent. Neither holy water, nor
prayers, nor fasting can work a very
beneficial influence over him who is
in partnership with the evil spirits.
The devil does not work in all his
subjects, but he needs only to work
through some of them. As a mes-
sage is flashed through space by
the power of electricity, 8o is Satan’s
message spread throughout the
world by the great power for evil of
his camp followers.

It may seem useless to gay these
things to good Catholics, but they
are said not because you are in
Satan’s grasp, but to warn you to
stay far away from his haunts. He
lives in more places than some
people are inclined to imagine, and
it is all too easy to the one not
strongly guarded to enter his
threshold. Some of the young of
both sexes have many 8 time given
him a hand, and today he is escort-
ing them through life. They may
have almost innocently exposed
themselves to his influence, and he,
creeping serpent that he is, bit
them with his poisonous fang.
And how often his bite proves fatai
to the spiritual life of an individual !
There are serpents crawling the
earth, so poisonous that it is seldom
a person is known to recover after
having been bitten by them. Times
without number has the bite of
Satan acted similarly against man’s
spiritual life. And as he creeps
and often hides (as does the serpent
of the earth) where ordinarily we
would not expect to find him, we
must be on our guard always and
everywhere. If we are strongly
fortifled by God’s grace, his attacks
against us, even from ambush, will
not prove fatal.

Yet how many open disciples
Satan has in thisworld ! He dances
in the hovels of his followers, and
these hovels are liable to be found
anywhere. Solicitors are sent out
from them, who are often success-
ful in ensnaring the young and
innocent. Under the guise of amuse-
ment, the stain of uncleanliness is
placed upon their souls. How high-
sounding the phrases of the lan-
guage of these disciples of Satan !
It sometimes will be art, again
it will be modern culture,
or social uplift. But when one
knows it is all a trap to ensnare,
he should realize that some appar-
ently praiseworthy method must be
adopted in order to lead him into
the precints of the evil one. There
are few who will approach wicked-
ness by the open road that leads
thereto ; in other words, wicked-
ness, especially in the beginning, is
not done for its own sake, but for
a pleasure the person imagines it
will bring. The evil spirit knows
human nature, its ways and by-
ways, and he acts according to this
knowledge, and not by chance.

Even in many spiritualistic meet-
ings or so-called séances, the devil
ia the chief actor. Apparent wonders
are performed that seem to be to
the benefit of some one who is pres-
ent ; but the serpent is creeping
behind the facts manifested, ready
to coil round the neck of some poor,
ignorant, misled humans. He has
not ceased since the apostles’ times
to change himself into an angel of
light. Too late .have thousands
found out this truth, and today are
practically wrecked morally and
physically.

The Church is the only opponent
Satan fears in this world. They
who stay within her citadels will be
protected against his attacks ; but
whosoever dares to step out and
depend upon himself for safety soon
will receive a spiritually mortal

wound. But when one remains be-
hind the battlements of the Church,
he must do what she, his guide,
commands and suggests. Today
parents are too blind to the faults
of their children, and too neglectful
of the dangers to which they are
subjected. They allow them to
wander, improperly and insuffi-
ciently protected, too far from the
walls of safety, We know the times
call for some freedom, but they
might ask themselves whose influ-
ence is most prevalent among the
youth of today. It is almost invari-
ably the wicked spirit. Licensein
youth means sin in maturity. The
young human being needs cultiva-
tion, as do the crops of the field,
with this difference, that from the
crops the weeds are uprooted or cut
and thrown away ; from the youth,
the spiritual weeds — the wicked
spirits—can not be cast aside. So
it is necessary that the youth be
kept in such soil as does not pro-
duce these parasites. This soil is
not the street by midnight with
reckless companions ; it is not the
glare of the stage where modesty
knows no home ; it is not the dance
hall where Satan administers a
stimulant. Where is it ? It is the
Church, the home, the Catholic
school, legitimate and unquestion-
able amusement places, companions
about whom no question can be
rTised. God created it nowhere
else.

WHERE THE BEST TEA GROWS

The tea plant flourishes best on
the well drained side of a mountain
in a country where there is plenty
of moisture and a warm sun. Cer-
tain parts of Ceylon, India &nd
Java are ideal for the growing of
delicious tea, hence from these
countries comes the finest varieties.
““‘Salada’ is a blend of the choicest
qualities grown, in these, the three
most famous tea-growing countries
in the world.
QUESTIONABLE
LITERATURE

et Caitive

“Evil unto him who evil thinks,”
it may be assumed, is the slogan
adopted by the gentlemen who have
become so deeply attached to the
production of novels having to do
with sex questions and such
matters.

It appears to be rather a difficult
matter even for the courts to decide
what's what along the line of sug-
gestive literature. Pure-minded,
right-thinking people, however, have
no trouble in arriving at a decision.
Judge Ford of New York found no
difficulty in promptly deciding when
he found a certain book in the hands
of a member of his family. There
are many others who arrive at a
correct conclusion with equal
promptness.

Justice Wagner of the Supreme
Court, Special Term, New York,
has just given a decision which has
a most effective bearing on the case.
Thomas Seltzer demurred to an
indictment charging him with un-
lawfully possessing an indecent
book on the ground that the facts
stated in his indictment did not con-
stitute a crime.

Justice Wagner overruled the
demurrer and the defendant was
given leave to withdraw the same
and plead to the indictment.
Section 1141 of the penal Code says
that ‘“ a person who sells, lends,
gives away or shows, or offers to
sell, lend, give away or show, or
has in his possession with intent to
gell, lend or give away . . . .
any obscene, lascivious, lewd, filthy,
indecent or disgusting book, maga-
zine, ete., is guilty of a
misdemeanor, and upon conviction
shall be sentenced to not less than
ten days nor more than one year
imprisonment or be fined not leas
than fifty dollars nor more than one
thousand dollars or both fine and
imprisonment for each offense.”

Commenting upon the case, Justice
Wagner says, among other things :
*“ Just as it is of national concern
and interest to protect their health,
it isequally important to protect our
youth against the corruption of their
morals so that we may do every-
thing within governmental power to
afford them physical, mental and
moral verility and not have develop-
ment arrested in these respects
during the formative period. It is
a national duty to prevent the moral
or physical weakening of the family
—The Nursery of Mankind. His-
tory warne us that in the wake of
a moral deterioration comes physi-
cal deterioration and national de-
struction. Hence our interest in
the strict enforcement of all laws
to prevent the publication and dis-
tribution of corrupt literature. As
it is the duty of our law-enforcing
branches of government to enforce
with vigor these laws, so it is the
co-relative function of the courts
not to narrow the law’s application
by accepting tests restrictive of the
commonly accepted meaning of
words.”

The decision is of particular inter-
est to all who believe in clean liter-
ature as it is of very special interest
to members of the Clean Books
League, who have been accused of
trying to establish a censorship
which would interfere materially
with the so-called freedom of the
press. Such, however, is very far
from the object of the league. No
censorship has been contemplated *
none has been thought of. What
the league desires is enforcement
of the present law and the doing
away of anything contradictory be-
tween federal and State laws.
Nothing further than that. Surely
no one who believes in law enforce-

ment can object to such a provision.
—Catholic Sun.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE PEACE MIND

Strife, contention and war,
whether they occur in private, social
or international life, have their
origin in the hearts of men. Ex-
ternal circumstances, in the last
analysis, are merely the occasions,
not the real causes of the numerous
quarrels and the ugly equabbles
that have rendered this little globe
the scene of 8o much misery. Fuel
of itself will not burst into flame ;
it must be kindled into a vlaze
by the igniting spark that comes
from without, So it is with the
conflicting interests of men, which
constitute the fuel of the war flame ;
they will only produce the devastat
ing coonflagration of armed contest,
when ill-will supplies the fatal spark
that sets them off into a raging fire.
To think otherwise means to sub-
scribe to the materialistic theory
of economic determinism. Human
passious are the torches that light
the fires of war.

This, in & sense, is a consoling
and comforting doctrine ; for it
shows that wars can be avoided.
If it is man that precipitates war,
then human effort can also prevent
war. The heart of man is a plastic
thing. It can be molded and trans-
formed. Man, from & war produc-
ing creature, can be converted into
a peace preserving being. It all
depends on a change of mental atti-
tude ; such a thing, though it may
be difficult, is not imposgible.

The transformation can be brought
about by education. Nations can
be educated for peace as, in the
past, they have been educated for
war. They can be taught that it is
more advantageous for them to
settle their differences by peaceful
means than by recourse to arms.
The inherent belligerency of human
nature, even if it cannot be entirely
eradicated, at least may be percept-
ibly softened so that it constitutes
only a remote danger. The work of
civilization consists precisely in this
gradual transfiguration of native
human instinets. If it is possible
to train the innate fighting instincts
of the animal, it surely ought to be
even more feasible to render man
more peaceful and tolerant. We
must get away from the fatalistic
doctrine that war and bloodshed
among men are necessary. It is
this fatal illusion that has in the
past frustrated all serious efforts
tending towards the establishment
of world peace. The present gener-
ation is beginning to repudiate this
fallacy and it gives itself with laud-
able zeal to & world-wide movement
for the inauguration of peace among
men. In all nations we find disin-
terested men that bend their best
efforts to the development of the
peace mind among their com-
patriots. In due time, these noble
endeavors will produce happy re-
sults.

No work could be more pleasing
to the Prince of Peace. Hence,
Catholics will of necessity play a
leading part in this glorious move-
ment that wishes to substitute
mutual understanding, universal
fellowship and helpful co-operation
for racial animosity, national selfish-
ness and senseless bloodshed. The
Prince of Peace will bless these
efforts and bring them to beautiful
fruition. — Catholic Standard and
Times.

THE SHEPHERDS AND WISE

MEN NOW COME TO THE

CHURCH

*“There is no question,”’ said the
late Monsignor Benson, ‘‘ that, con-
gidered in general, two kindas of per-
gons are drawn toward Catholicism
and remain faithful to it — the
extremely simple and uneducated
and the extremely shrewd and
thoughtful. By ‘uneducated,’ I do
not necessarily mean *unlettered ;’
by ‘shrewd,” I do not necessarily
mean ‘ learned ;' I mean, rather, the
complete religious and philosophical
amateur on one side and the highly
cultivated on the other. .
Now, as we turn to the Gospels, we
find at the very outset .
that it is from these two classes that
are drawn the first vigitors to the
cradle of the Incarnate Word., It
is the shepherds of Bethlehem and
the Wise Men from the East that
kneel there, the simplest and the
wisest—the simplest, those who are
accustomed to silence and stars and
the elementary facts of birth and
death . . . the wisest, those
who have reached the confines of
wisdom as it was then held
who were as highly trained and
cultivated as the world could train
and cultivate them these
two classes, in fact, which, respect-
ively, are not tempted to think that
they know anything; and those
who, by acquiring of knowledge,
have come to know that they do not
know anything.”

One of these kings
Keith Chesterton, the celebrated
writer who recently joined the
Church, and who kneels at the erib
as a Catholic. The ‘““‘star” of a
keen mind started G. K. C. on the
road to Christ. His bells were long
heard as he journeyed on. He con-
sulted the ‘‘ Chief Priests’ of his
own Church of England. They put
him in the right path, not, he tells
ug, by giving him any definite
directions, but by their contra-
dictory answers to his questions.
He left them, followed the star of
his keen mind once more, and when
it stopped over where the *‘ Child”’
was, falling down, he adored.—
Southern Cross.
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FARM HELP

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS

IN CO-OPERATION WITH
ONTARIO GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF COLONIZATION
WILL AGAIN ASSIST FARMERS IN SECURING FARM HELP,

HERE will be an urgent demand all over Canada this
{:-ar. If you need farm help apply early. The Canadian
National Railways Colonization and Development Depart-

ment, through its representatives in Great Britain, Scandinavian
and other European countries, offers a free service to farmers.
Order your farm help as early as possible in order that they will
reach &;mada in time for Spring.

BLANK APPLICATIONS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM ANY
CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS AGENT
OR
DEPARTMENT OF COLONIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT
CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS
MONTREAL, QUE.

EUG. FLYNN
Managing Director

HEAD OFFICE : Tel.
Montreal
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The Guarantee

FOR your protection, Sunlight Soap carries
the strongest Guarantee of Purity ever
offered with any soap—3$5,000 is offered to any-
one who can show that it is impure or that it
contains any injurious chemicals. This Sunlight
guarantee has never been challenged.

The bhlend of nature’s finest cleansing oils
skilfully made into soap by Sunlight experts is
found 1n no other laundry soap. It stands
alone for purity and efficiency amongst soaps
the world over.

LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED

Torento

The Sualight
guarantee is
stamped upon
every let
of Sunlight
Soap.

T many points in Canada there are openings for
men capable of representing this Company. Life
Insurance is a substantial business of a highly re-

munerative nature and offers you a big field for your
life work.

We require our men to have a fair education, and
to have the character and ambition to learn specialized
life insurance salesmanship,

We supply all necessary equipment, give you com-
petent instruction and help you to establish a success-
ful life insurance business

pur advertising, our circularizing bureau and our
desirable policies all help to further your work. Besides

.this you represent a Company that every year since its
inception in 1881 has maintained an unbroken record
behind its motto, “Solid as the Continent.”

Now is the time to get started. We have a liberal
agency contract and it will pay you to write to Mr.
E. J. Harvey, Supervisor of Agencies, for full information
as to what we can offer you in your district.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY
Solid as the Gntinent”

Head Office - Toronto, Canada




