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SOLDIER PRIESTS
FRANCE
THEY SERVE AS OTHER MEN
SERVE, AND THEY SERVE
ALSO AS MINISTERS OF
GOD WHEN OCCASION
CALLS

OF

By Sterling Heilig, in Detroit Free Press

A well known managing-editor
writes me: ‘Remember that, from
time to time, articles which reflect
the soul of France make a very strong
appeal to American readers.”

So here goes.

Many have marveled at the heroic
courage of French soldiers
may be several explanations; but a
principal one is certainly as follows:
The French Republic put a gun in
the hands of young priest,
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The military service
of course, not
with any such object,
the name of equality of all citizens ;
and Deputy Groussau, in parliament,
has just disclosed, in this sense, that
f 25,000 priests who have been
‘fighting” 2,500 have been killed;
while of 600 .Jesuits who returned to
France from practical exile to take
their places in the army, 120 have
fallen; and so on for Christian
brothers and other suppressed com-
munities. But this other, secondary,
result which is so striking comes, you
might say, unexpected. You take a
man of God and put a gun into his
hand. If he refuses he is a deserter
andis treated as such. Their bishops
told them to obey the law of equality..
In return their companions, the
poilus, began to obey another law
the law of human nature
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(The Abbe was killed in September,
1916.)

“*Oh, tightening of
before when
those eyes resting on
fear and friendship, yming to say :
‘We look to you. We know that
many of us will be killed.” (He him-
fell ten days later.) There is a
courageous resignation, without sad-
ness, very_ beautiful. I would
give this short period for all the
rest of my life! It is such a joy, in
the constant presence of death, to see
souls lift themselves, approach to
God, and to feel, as much as
feel, that most of those who fell were
in a state of grace, raised to the
highest moral level which they could
wttain, united by their humble resig
nation to the Divine sacrifice! 1
would support the worst of miseries
to always feel this thing.”
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He told quite simply how he won his
Cross of War,

"We were eleven in the
said Adolphe., "“All our officers
been killed except the sergeant,
a pri and we
signal to leap
The sergeant said :
, you know I am a priest.

net of contrition and |
give you absolution.! So we
and did it; and he did it ; and we all
jumped out together. We went
eleven and came back four, and the
priest was not among us.

I want not to expound,
quote,

'he priest chases fear of death
by his example and the absolution he
can give,"” the boy from Pamiers puts
it. "And forward the musie, the
heart is at peace! Rare are those
who die without absolution, if not
individual, at least collective, given
to them all together, in common,
before the combat.”

In danger of death,
stand ?

So for Communion., In spite of the
strict rule of fasting, soldiers are
allowed to receive It after they have
eaten. Before combat, in hesitation,
this one detail of opportunity decides
many.
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two friends recited the Rosary aloud,
the entire gave the
responses.

"The priest of Quimper used
hear confessions all night long
Adolphe., "He would start at one
end of the trench and, forward
march, he'd clean 'em all up!

And this is Adolphe !

For more technical exactitude I
quote the Abbe Joseph D of
Blois, sub-lieutenant
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All of which, of course,
realized by the chiefs.

As can imagine, the priest
soldier’s first idea is always to impro
vise church somewhere. Now, if
is the habitual thing, when other
faculties lack, for captains to offer
their personal cave-dugouts for the
purpose. AndI know of Communion
Masses or Requiem Masses for dead
soldiers held in great half-ruined
churches, where two generals and
150 officers of all grades sat in chairs
of the principal nave, while 3,000
men crowded, standing, in the
laterals, under the organs, behind the
altar, everywhere.
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THE TRUTH

A new and very artistic form of
certificate of membership is being
issued by the Catholic Truth Society
of Canada to Endowment and Life
members. The certificate has been
in* course of preparation for
time, and the design has been
careful study with a view
ing the t obtainable
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prevent Catholics from teaching in
the schools of that State or holding
public office in Florida.

And, more than that, this same
Catts before his election made a
pledge that if elected he would com-
pel every Catholic priest to marry or
get out of Florida. Bigotry closely
borders on insanity when a Governor
advocates such ridiculous impossi
bilities.

Surely, he must know that even if
Florida be so unbalanced as to
such a law, the Constitution of
United States would prevent
enforcement of any statutes
Catholics from teaching
schools, or holding office, or compel-
ling Catholic priests to marry.
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