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Letters.
(By a Regular Contributor.)

the same envelope that contain
ed the letter which I published last 
week, was another slip—a very brief 
littie letter, and a peculiar one. It 
read as follows:—

"Clonmel, 
"23rd Oct., 1847.

«-Dear Friend- Catharine:—
The robber is up the street and 

wjU visit our house at nodn to-day. 
If not inconvenient for thee and thy 
brother. Ann and I will spenh the 
next few hours at thy place. It is 
well that the robber should not be 
interfered with in his unholy deed.

"Ever thy friend—

"ROBERT DAVIS."

To explain this letter we must 
commence with the writer thereof. 
Robert and Ann Davis were two 
good members of the " Society of 
Friends”—and Clonmel was then a 
real Quaker city, as in America Phil
adelphia had become. Robert Davis 
(for they acknowledged no titles, 
not even the Mr. or Mrs. of ordinary 
social use) was a dealer in provi
sions. It will be remarked that the 
Quakers never deviated from the use 
of the "thee" and the "thou," and 
they called every one by his, or her, 
first name. They were a class of 
people that could not but be set 
down in the category of the eccefi- 
tric, or fanatical—yet their eccentri
city blended with positive sincerity, 
and their fanaticism had its element 
of universal tolerance. They intruded 
on no person, they despised no creed, 
they honored all people alike; but 
they had certain cast iron rutee of 
life from which they could not be 
made ever to deviate. For example 
they never used an oath, or a slang 
word, nor would they swear in a 

-court. They simply affirmed the 
truth, because they held it was for
bidden to swear, or take the name of 
God in evidence or what might be 
an error of judgment on their part. 
They used no unnecessary or vulgar 
words, because they taught that Vfor 

•every idle word that man shall 
speak, he shall render an account on 
the Day of Judgment." They would 
not tell a He, were It to save them
selves from death. They were op
posed to war, and to strife in every 
form—for they claimed that the 
Scripture warns against fighting 
when it says that "he who loves the 

I danger shall perish therein." Finally 
they never took off their hats to 

I any one—so much so that in the pre- 
I sence of royalty the Quaker could 

stand with covered head. They ac
knowledged only God to whom the 

; hat should be taken off. So much 
I for some of their quaint and peculiar 

principles and customs. They did not 
intermarry, nor allow intermarrying,

; with Christians of other persuasions, 
because they said that the Quaker 
would be exposed to the temptation 
of abandoning his or her religious 
customs, while the other party would 
be exposed to ncglèct his or her du
ties which in conscience could not be 
done. But as to tolerance — they 
were as fav irable to the Catholic 
« to themselves, In all matters, ex- 

I cept religion, and in that they want- 
I «1 neither to question nor be ques- 
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1 , 8 of the times. This brief ex- 
IPlanation may serve to give a rea- 
! *n for the writing of the above let-
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column of the most terrible abuse 

in the mouth of another citizen 
On that particular day the agent 

was visiting the various houses on 
the street where stood the dwelling 
and store of Robert Davis. The 
other houses hod been posftively 
sacked and turned inside out. No 
word of protest was of the sngntest 
avail. When the Quaker saw that 
his turn was coming, he simply ' de
cided to get out and to leave his 
premises in the possession of " tin 
robber." Reslistence was of no avail, 
anc, if it were, his principles forbade 
any resistence. Then, to remain and 
see the work of devastation carried 
on before his eyes, might tempt him 
to use bad words, or to get angry, 
and to feel a sentiment of revenge; 
while our Lord had said that "Ven
geance is Mine," and if your " en
emy strike you on one cheek you 
must turn the other." So, in order, 
to escape from that which he feared 
more than the loss of his property, 
he wrote to his "friend Catherine," 
to state that he and his wife would 
go spend the afternoon at her place 
while "the robber" was doing his 
work.

In all tills there is something very 
pathetic. One caipnot but feel for 
that strange class of people, with 
their exceptionally quaint manners, 
their absolute innocence of the 
world’s ways, and their great suf
ferings and1 privations in conse
quence of laws that made life almost 
unbearable for the Catholic. It 
would almost seêm as if the Govern
ment of that day should have ex
empted them from the effects of the 
cruel mandate that had gone forth, 
apd, yet, they were made to walk 
through a fiery furnace like unto 
that which the Catholic had to face.
In this mutual suffering I think lies 
the secret of that sympathy which 
efiisted between <he Quaker erd 
Catholic elements of Ireland. One of 
the best samples, in public life, of 
the former, was John Bright—and 
all know his Catholic sympathies.

Random lotes 
And Comments

"Costly thy habit as thy purse can 
buy,

But not express'd in fancy; rich, not 
gaudy;

For the apparel oft proclaims

Church door. He then notified the 
police, who fouod a man hiding un
der one of the ‘ pews.

the

Sir Oliver Mowat Dead
(By An Occasional Contributor.)

We are entering upon a new cenr 
tury, but there are many of the 
leading landmarks of the last half 
of the century that are gone to still 
be seen around us. However, they 
are silently and surely dropping a- 
way, one after the other, each leav
ing a vacant spot that it is not easy 
to immediately fill. Canada, like 
every other land, has its experiences 
of this kind, and while they must 
necessarily be fewer with us than 
with larger populations, still they 
are all the more noticeable in our 
midst. Canada's history is clearly 
marked off by distinct lines drawn 
across it at given periods. That of 
1760, that of 1840, that of 1867, 
may be classed amongst those that 
are the more clearly fixed in Sur at
tention. Since 1867, the date of 
Confederation, the country has had 
no remarkable change, beyond the 
general development, expansion and 
progress, that eacn succeeding year 
brought about. The men of that 
great period of Confederation are 
nearly all gone; the giants that 
wrestled In the arena of Canadian 
affairs during that time of Titanic 
struggles have most all passed into 
the domain of history. The disap
pearance of a survivor of that gal
axy causes the thoughtful to pause, 
in the mid-stream of life, and to re
flect upon the rapidity of time add 
the instability of human affairs. The 
other day one more of those survi
vors,. in the person of Sir Oliver 
Mowat, Lieutenant-Governor of On
tario, disappeared from the stage.

The late statesman certainly played

When old Polonius gave the fore
going piece of advire to Laertes he 
had in the mind the fashions of 
France; but the advice is equally 
good here and at the present day. 
It should be of peculiar value to 
young men just starting out in life. 
The Catholic young man, grounded 
in the teachings of the Church, and 
anxious to follow in the straight 
and narrow way, will find many diffi
culties to contend with in the negin- 
ning, but if he keeps valiantly in the 
right path he will soon have the con
fidence of his associates, the respect 
of the bank. There is a great deal 
gained when the banking habit is ac
quired, but a good conscience is per
haps a greater asset. And next 
comes the matter of appearances. Al
ways contrive to be well dressed. Do 
not be afraid pf being called a dude. 
A really good business man will very 
seldom be heard to say: "I’ve got 
push and go; that’s enough for me;

don't care about dress." Experi
ence will prove that it is not nearly 
enough. Cleanliness and external 
conditions have much to. do with 
business success these days. Not 
long ago a well known railroad mag
nate delivered an address to young 
men, in the course of which he gave 
some such advice its the following:— 
If you are out of a job and have 
twenty-five dollars, buy a new suit 
of clothes, get a clean .shave, walk 
boldly in and say what you can do. 
You will probably get the job. The 
next day the railroad man was prob
ably surprised when he received 
note to the following effect: " Dear 
sir, I had $20, which I spent for 
clothes. I also have a clean shave. 
The only thing I want now is * job 
on your railroad." Yes, dress counts 
for a great deal. First, be sure of 
your integrity, then dress well and 
you will succeed.

TO KEEP PUPILS OFF STAGE.
Professor A. D. Yocum, superin

tendent of the public schools, Ches
ter, Pa., has created quite a stir in 
the community by protesting to the 
board of education against the prac
tice of allowing school children to 
take part in amateur theatricals and 
any form of home or public enter
tainment which keeps children up late 
at night or absorbs their interest 
during the day. Professor Yocum 
says it seriously interferes with the 
progress of the children in school.

considerable role in the history of 
this country, and especially in that 
of the Province of Ontario. His life 
extended over the entire period that 
reaches from the days of agitation 
that preceded the rébellion of 1837 
down to the present day. He had 
been a judge during one decade of hie 
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iter the political field, at that
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SYMPATHY FOR THE LIVING.- 
People rarely stop to consider 
what an amount of misery could be 
relieved if not absolutely removed by 
a little forethought, a little encour
agement, or a little financial assist
ance at the proper time. It is an 
old saying that people should never 
speak ill of the dead, in fact, most 
people have a good word to say for 
them; but unfortunately the dear one 
has always to depart before he finds 
out what a really good citizen he 
was in this life. In the meantime he 
has died, and his coffin is overbur
dened- with choice flowers, who 
scarcely ever received a kjnd word in 
his life. Apropos of this, the "Cath
olic Universe" has the following in
teresting paragraph:—

We sometimes hear of persons who 
are dead—"but not dead entirely." 
Mrs. James W. McCarthy, of Anso- 
nia, Conn., answered this descrip
tion. Her death was reported last 
Saturday morning. Flowers aim car
riages were ordered, but Mrs. McCar
thy grew better. When she "came 
to" she beheld beautiful wreaths, 
"gates ajar," broken columns and 
other funeral pieces. A pile of let
ters to her "beareaved" husband lay 
on the table.

We think that it would be fre
quently a consolation to the dead if 
they knew how much they were real
ly beloved. How many get "a pile 
of flowers" when they are dead that 
never got a bouquet while living. 
We advise that these tokens be at 
least divided into "before" and "af
ter" death—the greater portion to be 
given "before." Unappreciative re
ceivers chill the donors. Do not post
pone little commendations or tokens 
lot affection until the cold chill of 
death prevents the heart from giving 
a throb of joy for kind acte or for 
mementoes of affection. Am unpaint
ed pine coffin that follows/ such ap
preciative tokens is better than an
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"NO LANGUAGE, NO NATION," 
ia an aphorism which at the present 
time might refer peculiarly to Ire
land. There was a time, not many 
hundred years ago, when it referred 
very strongly to Canada; but the 
makers of treaties at that time were 
far-seeing in their generation, and 
laws, language, and religion were as
sured to the people. There were no 
penal laws to crush out the mem
ory of the language of their fathers, 
as there were in Ireland. There is a 
very decided change, however, gradu
ally, if not rapidly, taking place in 
Ireland at the present day. It may 
not be generally known that in Ire
land, according to the last census, 
there are 700,000 people who speak 
Irish, and of this number about 40,- 

000 speak Irish only. Of course, tne 
greater number of the latter are 
the western and soutnern seaboard. 
Here the missionary work of the 
Gaelic League is being strenuously 
pushed, so that the language will be 
preserved in all its vigorous, idiom 
atic colloquial form. In the mean
time, the English-speaking portion 
of the population are hard at work 
recovering the literal knowledge of 
the mother tongue. Some few years 
ago, when the renewed interest in 
Gaelic began to be marked, no effort 
was spared to throw obstacles in the 
way of the new movement by all the 
institutions which were thought to 
have some influence in the country. 
Banks and post offices, storekeepers 
and schools, the press and the rail
ways, all militated against the new 
educational advance. Now, however, 
the case is somewhat different; in the 
great majority of the leading schools 
Irish is firmly established; the pest 
office recognizes it officially; cheques 
are drawn and signed; the railways 
are gradually coming into line; the 
shop-keepers are conquered, and the 
press has forgotten its old antipathy 
so far as to add fonts of Gaelic type 
to their plant. A great many daily, 
bi-weekly, weekly, and monthly 
newspapers now devote columns reg
ularly to Irish literature printed in 
Irish. Writing to the Dublin "Even
ing Mail," Seumas MacManus, the 
well known Irish novelist, gives 
some interesting facts and figures 
regarding the working of the Gaelic 
League, which was established about 
nine years ago for the revival of the 
Irish language as a spoken tongue. 
He says:—

For the convincing o? incredulous 
ones, I should like to set* down a 
few dry facts here. The Gaelic League 
was established more than nine years 
ago for the revival of the Irish lang
uage as a spoken tongue. Its pro
gress, while sure and steady, was in 
no way phenomenal for the first half- 
dozen years of its existence, but it 
has, during the past three years, ad
vanced by leaps and bounds, and the 
advance continues by geometrical ra
ther than arithemtical progression. 
Two years ago there were, in Ire- 
lann, hardly 200 affiliated branches 
of the League in this present year 
there are rather more than 500. Two 
tears ago the Irish language was 
taught in about 3,000; and, twelve 
months hence, there is every reason 
to believe that this latter number 
will have been doubled. A few years 
since the Irish language was not 
taught in any of the teacher's train
ing colleges; now it is taught in five.
In how many intermediate schools it 
is taught it is impossible for me to 
say, but I can state with certainty 
that the number ie very great. Two 
years since the receipts of the 
Gaelic League was reckoned by hun
dreds of pounds; last yeay it was 
reckoned by thousands (roughly 
speaking, I believe, £5,300). And it 
is calculated that the end of the cur
rent financial yèar will show receipts 
amounting to £10,000. A couple of 
years since there was one organizer 

awake a lethargic 
Interests of the 

are eight, and in 
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readers students’ handbooks, Irish 
recitations, and Irish songs and mu
sic. It must be borne in mind, too 
that, over and above this grand to^ 
tal issued by the Gaelic League, 
there were many thousand books, ei
ther in Irish or dealing directly with 
the Irish movement, put out by 
other publishing firms.”

One of the signs of the times 
this connection is that the Commis
sioners of national education have 
been forced to concede new privileges 
in favor of the teaching of Irish in 
the schools. If taught as an extra 
subject, the substantial fee of ten 
shillings per head for all pupils to 
whom it is taught effectively Is a- 
warded. They have conceded that it 
may be taught as an ordinary sub
ject in all schools; and the natural 
result of these concessions is that a 
great number of managers have al
ready established the teaching of it 
in the schools under their patronage; 
and a still greater number will, with
in a very short time, as soon as 
their teachers are prepared to under
take it, have established it.

The following paragraph by the 
gifted author is well w'orth repro
ducing here:—

Any language is a precious inherit
ance; it is the golden deposit that 
the streams of thought have, through 
ages, been carrying down to a peo
ple from the mountains of the past: 
and leading European philologists of 
the present day—as well as of days 
past—have agreed in acknowledging 
that, in the case of the Celtic race, 
the language which is their interhit- 
ance is many times richer than the 
language of most other peoples of 
our time. If, wantonly, we cast a- 
way our inheritance, or if, vilely, we 
barter it for a mess of pottage, we 
would rjcnly merit eternal obliquy.

THE MISSIM WORK 
11 SOUTH CARDURA

Although the . name of Gaffney 
seems to suggest a Catholic founder 
of the city, we have only two Cath
olic families here. No doubt the 
founder should have been a Catholic, 
bht there is nothing in a name in 
this section. Mass has been cele
brated here in private houses for 
years; sometimes the congregation 
would increase by a Catholic family 
moving here, but it would soon a- 
gain diminish by their moving away.

Gaffney being a prosperous city, we 
had great expectations for at least 
a partly successful mission; but, sor
ry to say, we were doomed to disap
pointment.

When we first announced our mis
sion we were advised to postpone it 
for at least a week, as Limestone 
College was to, have its commence
ment. We waited for one week and 
then went to prepare the way. The 
only available place in which to give 
our mission was the court house. 
Not being able to see the person 
who has the custcry of it, we had 
to ask one of our friends to make 
arrangements for rs.

Two days later we were surprised 
to learn that the "clerk of court" 
said we could not have the court
house; his explanation being, that 
we were Catholics, and that if he let 
a priest lecture there, the next thing 
would be that the Mormons would 
come along and claim the right also. 
Thus aroused, we were soon back in 
Gaffney; but arriving there we found 
that affairs had changed for the bet
ter. The clerk had neen talking to 
the editor of the newspaper, and had 
learned that Catholics were not in 
the same line with Mormons — in 
fact, no.t at all bad; so he decided 
that we could have the court-house.

We announced our lectures in the 
bi-weekly newspaper, giving the hour, 
the subjects, and explaining fully the 
object of the lectures, dwelling at 
length on the use of the question- 
box.

At our first lecture we had twelve 
persons present; they seemed lost in 
the large court-room; and we 
thought of moving to a room lesi 
spacious; but considering the incon 
venience to which it might put our 
hearers we decided to occupy our 
present quarters.

Early the next morning Re had 
hand-bills on the streets announcing 
that the lectures would continue for 
the remainder of the week. Towards 
evening of this day a severe electric
al storm came up, which lasted only 
for a short while; but during that 
time it burped out the electric lights

and answered them ourselves.
Now, our hopes were centred on 

the next night; but alas; the same 
story, the same faces, and the same 
great number of empty benches. We 
lectured, thanked those who had at
tended, also the authorities for the 
use of the court-house. We were sor
ry to. have to leave, but our work 
called us elsewhere. We still have 
hopes that we will get a better hear
ing in Gaffney now that the ground 
is broken; perhaps the seed planted 
will grow.

Perhaps it will be interesting to 
"The Missionary" readers to have 

account of a real mission sick- 
call and all that it entails, together 
with an opportunity for giving non- 
Catholic missions.

Some time since my last account 
to "The Missionary" I received a 
sick-call from Little Mountain, S.C.
I received the telegram just ten min
utes too. late to enable me to make 
the local train, and consequently was 
obliged to take a longer route. After 
travelling one hundred and ten miles 
by train I had to continue fourteen 
miles further in a buggy, arriving at 
the bedside of the sick man at 
twelve-thirty o’clock Sunday morn
ing. I had not brought the Holy 
Viaticum with me; so after hearing 
his confcssian and judging that he 
was not in immediate danger of 
death, I decided to administer the 
other sacraments after I had cele
brated Mass.

When at 8 a,m, I began to prepare 
my little altar in the hall-way of 
the poor farm-house, I found there 
were at least twenty-five persons 
present, all Lutherans, neighbors of 
the sick man, who had come to see 
what a priest was like, and who 
were anxious to know what I was 
going to do. These people, with one 
exception, had never seen a Catholic 
church or a priest.

Before Mass I explained what the 
altar represented and wliat the Mass 
was. At the Gospel I preached on 
the mission of the Church to teach 
all nations; and I believe I never 
had a more attentive audience. Many 
times I noticed the older men nod
ding their heads, seemingly in ap
proval, for I am snre they were not 
asleep. Mass being finished, I ex
plained the different vestments, and 
then told them that I was going to 
administer the sacrament of Holy 
Communion and Extreme Unction. 
This led to an explanation of the sa
craments.

Unknowingly, these poor people 
formed a solemn procession before 
the Blessed Sacrament as I carried 
it to the sick man. I had one of 
them to carry the blessed candle. 
They arranged themselves around the 
room and observed very carefully 
everything that was done. There 
seemed to bo a general satisfaction 
that this poor soul, who had so de
sired to see the priest and make hi» 
peace with God, had had his wish 
fulfilled. Any one of them would 
have been willing to go miles in or
der to bring the priest to him. This 
sick-call gave me an opportunity to 
meet all these people and to give a 
non-Catholic mission; for with what 
they had already heard about the 
Catholic Chdrch some expressed a 
desire to hear more. I told them 
that I would remain and preach the 
next night. They all came and 
brought others with the, and I 
preached on the doctrines of the 
Church, using the steps of the house 
as my pulpit. True, there was no 
question box, or any literature dis- ^ 
tributed then; but many remained to 
ask questions, and later on I sent 
them some leaflets.

Personally I met ever one of them, 
and feel certain that some good has 
been done in dispelling erroneous 
opinions and preparing the way for 
future work. Many expressed their 
thanks, and from all I have a press
ing invitation to come soon again.
Our sick man died one week later, 
when I was far away on another sick 

call, and a Catholic layman went 
twenty miles to read the burial ser
vice at the grave.—Rev. John Jj 
Hughes, in The Miseionary. ...
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In the court-houee. It seemed as If 
the elements were using i 
to prevent the good people of GalT- 
ney from hearing anything Catho-

the

The heart will not be subject to so 
many changes if it roots out the 
first causr of its frivolity.

The Montreal City and District 
Savings Bank,

The Asauai General Meeting of the 
Shareholders of this Bank will be 
held at l>e Head Office, 176 St. 
James Street, on

Tnesday, 0th May Neit,
At 1» O Cleekl


