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HE classic story of the
& legislator who moved
OF LIVING, “law of supply and demand be hereby

" vand forthwith repealed” is recalled by
» Now Year resolution offered last week at Washing-
(om. Representative Hull, of Tennesseo, moved for a
Joimt committee of seven members of the House and
e mmo!mlmuhhmhMrmn
u, on conditions affecting
i \mg.

1 he resclution sets forth that during the past
twelve months there has been an advance inm the
prlouol”-ollduo!m- ll“lﬂmult..ni
past thirteen yoars of more than 56 per
cent. The resolution further states—but this is more
open to argument—that the advance is entirely dis-
proportionate to the imcrease im wages, making it
difcult for millions of people to procure food, cloth-
ing and shelter consistent with their needs.
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Brad about 12 per cent.

Not a few observers look upon the continued rapid
rise in commodity prices as
in the P t financial and commercial situa-
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wm the cost of raw materials
WORKMEN'S and of wages both advan-
OOMPENSATION. cing, prices of manufactured

product rily keep pace.
And compensation for workmen's injuries is likely to
become an increasingly important gactor in the cost
to the ultimate comsumer. In Canada itself, legisla-
tion has been enacted in four provinces, of late years,
imposing upon the employer of labour the obliga-
tion to comp te his pl when injr od, ir-
respective of whethor the accident could or could not
have been prevented by the employer or the injured
workman.

Mr. W. G. Faleomer, in addressing the Insuramce
Institute of Toronto yesterday, dealt with the
Acts that are mnow in force; inm
British Columbia since 1902; in New Brunswick
19008; im Alberta since Jamuwary,
1909, and in Quebee since the 1lst of January of the

latively, that is, to the world's demands, Others more

P t year. Im Manitoba a similar comuponsation
Bill is at present under advisement, The Workmen's

v.nolyn!uunu“onulmtof-m do
rmu."ucwnumuume. To make the

London Ecomomist's index mumber of average com-
muqmmamn.wsmmw
dmlm.uumdl'l.ohummw
1 and of 193 over a year age. The December rise
thoﬂbﬂ.tﬂhﬂ.mﬁ-u‘M
all contributed. !nthyutclo.-hd'llu-hl-
buters to the rise were
m.ulh'.th.dlnl-
mmumlmmxm.wmm
single year from October, 1908, to Nevember, 1907,
it is the highest in thirty years.

Comp 4 Act of Omtarie (1886, amended in
lm)hlouum-othuthm-onm-m’un‘-
since in that provimes, the workman must show some
on the part of the employer. It is in re-
ality, therefore, & Liability Act rather than a Com-
pmmlmuﬁom-uuvmmnymd. In
the United States the guestion is also heing widely
disonseed, with the probable result that om the other
side of the lime legislation on the same basis may
soen be law. Workmen's Compensation also in Bu-
repe has for some years been nn established primel-
plo. As a humanitarian prop it is hard to
dispute the principle, but as & question ia ecomomics
it may raise many points of dispute. In Mz, Fal-
comer's opinien, the principle is & right ome, and
seem pretty gemerally in
wisdom of placing the inoreased
cost of this legislation—because it is admitted that
cost—upon employers in
@ young country, ho considers as opem to question.
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