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it A very significant question is often dis­

owned, namely, why fewer men than wo* 
attend church or take part in religi­

ous work of various kinds. The answers 
are various. Into these it is not necessary 
at this moment to enter. It is not alone 
a Canadian problem, but is being wrestled 
with vigorously in the United States. It 
may be profitable and fully worth the 
apace to give some particu^rs of a recent 
remarkable conference at Pittsburg, Pa., 
where some eight hundred members of the 
United Presbyterian Church—mostly lay­
men —assembled. It was a sort of Pres­
byterian business men’s convention. A 
missionary convention held by the LaVted 
Presbyterians in Decembei, 1904, had re­
sulted in a plan for forming a “Men’s 
Missionary League” in every congregation 
—the idea being to duplicate among the 
men the local missionaiy auxiliaries so 
common among the women, 
more than forty such societies have been 
formed in the intervening year, and it 

THE Q08PEL8 UNSCATHED. l.came evident that a broader base of
' operations was needed. So this business

Dr. Sanday’s “Life of Christ” (new vdi- men’s convention was called, and the tui­
tion) contains the following—"The lui it expectedly large attendance, all of a purely
ace has certainly been heated rfeven viints voluntary and non-official character, 
over, and yet this group of facts, the e(j indicate that the sentiment in the 
common matter of the Synoptic Uo*pvU, ct,Urch was well prepared for the idea of a 
remains substantially unscathed. Of jarger ]fty participation in active church
course, it, too, has been questioned, and work. A spirited programme lasting
it is being questioned still m some qual- through two and a half days, treated at
ters, but not by a sane criticism or a iarge the practical problems of lay use-
criticism really founded upon knowledge. fujnea». Not only was there a remark-
The criticism of which 1 have been sp^ak- able uriei| of “hard-headed” speeches from
ing—that of von Soden and Johannes ^ding United Presbyterian elder», but
Weiss and Bouwet—is «me, and it is from the Presbyterian Church Dr. S. C.
founded upon knowledge. It seems to lie Qf Indianapolis, and Dr. Mait-
safe to siy that what th»te men do not ^ Ajexandei.) of Pittsburg, and from the 
question will never be questioned with j. tigt Church Dr. O. P. Gifford, of Buf- 
success. Doubts may be raised, but they were heard |in stirring addressee.
wiU never permanently hold their ground. whén the time came for the adoption of 
WO have, then, 1 cannot lit thmk, ■“ ^ COMtitution ,11 in attendance felt
the crtttcum of these men an trreduc h.e ‘ tremendoua latent lorce wan to he
minimum. And thet minimum, 1 muat that a treme formulated. Itneed, think. 1. an VM oU»tiou the
IZ1 “ug“ rt‘ recovered in Vine." "United Preebyterian M™'. Movemeot 
!“ reumrkn the Belfaot Witness, Ur. and an executive council of fifteen n *P-
Sanday t^an^expmt in scholarly or.'t.c,.,» pointed to M l « 1ta ■=L £
™d hi. conclueion la the more valuable jor A. P. Burchfield of 1
that auli informed critie-ani leave, the c hoaen chairman, and Mr. J. Urn, be

(Jammla "unecatbed.” White, who a« agent of the way. amt
United1!-™. Church to well .eivvd mean, committee of the OromU AwMr 

in weekly and monthly magazine., but in wa. the chief epint in cnlling toge
the daily7 Pres, fill justice w not done to the business men'e conference, was e •
it. new.. At jresent, in the Scottish ployed a. the general secretary of

We learn that an overture will hail, Tress, one finds a targe apace given mov ,ent. A constitution was atoo adopt-
come up through the Presbytery of Paris t jjpi^opalian, and even Roman Catho ed the local organization., whicn a
to tho Assembly which has in view the ,jc nawa The Church of Scotland, too, to be officially called league#, but may be
oiiening of negotiationa and conference, receive# a very fair «hare of attention in locally known aa club., associations o
with all interested bodice in order to bring th. ecclesiastical column of such pallets brotherhoods, if preferred. The article o
alxHit a consolidation of the women's mie- M "The Scotsman But the united membe™hip reads: "Every male membe
aionary soeietiee, home and foreign, into y pee Church to kept, or keeps Itssli, in of the church shall be asked to take som

great organization for the women of the background. Tins to a matter that active personal part in the work ot
the church. We shall publish a copy of ..ugta to be remedied. church, and all so doing shall be report-
tho overture in an early toeue. The quee- ------ - , ed as members of the Men e League.
lion is an exceedingly important and far- Principal tiordon, of tl'ieeu s L itiv. i jt m provided that a local board of 
reaching one, and was discussed with great „ty, is strongly in favor of church nn- jaion shall aaeign each member to some
earneatneee in the Presbytery, the general ,on. In a sermon preached m * Me'ho- QDe „f tila department» of service which
feeling being strongly in favor of the ob dial church in Kingston he said that the U|e lMgue .hall undertake to work. Each
ject aimed at, if the detade of amalgams- Methodist movement in its time brought member of the board shall be th* rep-
tion can be aeltled. into prominence truths that had be n tu rMettUtive of one such department; there
turn can sett abeyance. But tin*# veiy principles, o ^ ^ ^ .upervisora a. «lively

voice which the. : religious “ovemeu s department». Where the full
had their origin, have become the cun- je there will be depart-
mon property of .11 the Protestant u ut worl[ promote the following
clmrcbes. The lWiytenun and t ongre inWwls: -plie distribution of religious nr
galion.I churches were at one in T K- . .n .p régala, weekly offering# for both 
trine, and in polity nearly so. ami a. to £X£ti(^,„d missionary .apport, ao- 
Methodism there wea a iimiterity la CordiiT to ecriplural standards, fneodli- 
tween it and the other churches n toe- towards stranger., habit, of peraonal
trine, admiuutration and church govern- „„d i„„dlv nraver mid Bible study, Individ- ment. The old view, on the sovereignty and^mdy ^yer ana Bin. uy, ^
of God and freedom of man character,,. ual °w"rk among for-

Æ » stmS - - a-^rtS rtsaas
Scripture. officer». The executive committee took

enthusiastic measures to spread the organ 
izntion throughout the church.

CLOSE OF CHURCH YEAR.
It i» very gratifying to note tliat the 

chunh year close» with all the fund*-- 
excepting the Aged and Infirm Minister» 
—out of debt. Even the fund whici 1» 
the exception i* in a better portion by 
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liad yet. The receipts over 
last year are about $42,000. 
licit in the foreign mission fund, amount- 
ing at the beginning of the year to Sb,- 
holance stand» to the credit of the fund, 
in addition to the raising of the l.Kl.uuu 
needed for the carrying on of the for­
eign mieeion work, txmdes the |140,000 
required for home miasiom».

The estimates were conwdenibly above 
those of last year, being $393,600. The 
contribution» in 1904-06 exceeded those 
of the previous year by $40,000.
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Ottawa, Wednesday, March 14, 1906.

The Lord’s Day Bill, as introduced by 
the Minister of Justice, is quite conque 
heusive, and appears to iully carry out 
the views of the Lord’s Day Alliance aH 
often expressed in thewe colxunns. .tii. 
Fitzpatrick deserves credit lor lus 
promptitude in bringing the bill belore 
parliament.

No more informing account of the aims 
and methods of the Russian Socialists, and 
the share they have had in the recent up­
heavals has been written than that con- 
uiued in The Living Age for February 
24, in an article reprinted from the Con­
temporary Review. It is plain that the 
writer has inside sources of informa-
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1 The Mimvter of tlie Interior will intro­

duce a bill this session for the creation 
of furent reserves 
In the re**erves proposed to be set aside 
there are about 17,000 square miles, and 

* Vive principal forest areon are: Moo*; 
Mountain, Saskatchewan, 100 *qiure 
miles; Beaver Hills, Sa»4uitchewan. 20" 
square miles; Rocky Mountain Park, 4,*iW) 
square mi kit; Turtle Mc$u»U»n, Mani­
toba, 110 square miles; Spruce .Moun­
tain, Manitoba, 256 square miles; Rid­
ing Mountain, Manitoba, 1,686 w|uarc 
miles; Duck Mountain, Manitxdw, 1,307 
~'uare miles; Long Lake, British üolnm- 
hia, 118 square miles. It is «Mended that 
any order-in-council creating a forest re­
serve shall have all the permanency ot 
an act of parliament, and cannot he 
amended or repealed save by order of ihc 
house. The proposed measure 1» a very 
important one; and action is not being 
taken any too soon. In carrying through 
eudi n measure Mr. Oliver will dougt- 
)em have the cordial assistance of both 
sides of the house.
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f Application will be made at the prêt­
ent hum inn of Parliament by Queens Ur.i-
Zier TV Living Age foe Mm* «
ment to iwovide for the election of live from Blackwood e a goeepy lnd
mendiera 7 the Bo»rd of Trustee, by uinin, article "In and sbont a German
Sm Universzty council, in addition lo Town" by the rame writer wboee recced
the five members now elected by lira description of a reet-enre penaon in >
council. many wae greatly enjoyed.
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