
EARLY DAYS
Eastern languages. But when one door closes, another opens, 
and at the right moment Bishop Anderson arrived from 
Rupert’s Land, and made his great appeal for a volunteer to 
relieve the Rev. Robert McDonald at Fort Yukon.

It was on May 1, 1865, that this missionary Bishop was 
touching the hearts of a large crowd at St. Bride's, I^ondon, 
England. He had travelled a long way to attend the anni­
versary of the Church Missionary Society, and was preaching 
the sermon which was destined to I war so much fruit. Bishop 
Anderson was the bearer of a great message to the Church in 
England# He had much to tell of the vastness of Canada, 
and the great regions where the children of the wild lived and 
died without the knowledge of Christ. He told of a lonely 
mission-station on the mighty Yukon River, where a soldier 
of the cross, the Rev. Robert McDonald, with health fast 
failing, was standing bravely at his post of duty till someone 
should relieve him. What thoughts must have surged through 
his mind as he looked on the many upturned faces before him ! 
Who was there among those listeners willing to consecrate his 
life to the Master’s work '< Lifting up his voice, the Bishop 
uttered these words, which have become so memorable :

“ Shall no one come forward to take up the standard of the 
Lord as it falls from his hands, and to occupy the ground ?"

The service ended, the clergy retired, and the congregation 
began to disperse. But there was one whose heart had been 
deeply touched by the speaker’s words, and, walking at once 
into the vestry, William Bompas, the Lincolnshire curate, 
offered to go to Canada to relieve the missionary at Fort 
Yukon.

He was at once accepted by the Church Missionary Society, 
and ordained to the priesthood by Bishop, afterwards Arch­
bishop, Mach ray, who had just been consecrated as successor 
to Bishop Anderson.

How little did those who attended that ordination service 
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