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Tlwrc roiihi /unv /'<•<•;/ iioiw bill Jews f)rcsciit. for to twicli l/w' ci'iirl il :, js /iivrssjrv to pass

llirongh the C/icl or tiiracc stirrounJiiig tlicat:tttal hiiiUiiigs oj the l\iiipiv lo wliiih, as is ur/l

Thti Healing oj the I.ame in the Temple. I J. I

/iiioicit, Gciilih's iverc not admiltcJ. The Temple at this early hour is full oj the poor: llie ruh

ivilli their wide phylacteries ami their gorgeous fringes will arrive later. In the distance can

/'<• seen the semi-ci'rcular steps of the Degrees, or P>alius, at the base ofivhich Jeiylees danced

wi'li torches in their hands at the ceremony of zcater-ponring at the feast of Taliernacles.

(iriginallv this Festival loas celebrated by'a mere procession; but later, with a vieic lo mak-

ing it more impressive, speciallv decorated torches icere introduced, and. us with all such cus-

toms, abuses gradiiativ crept in' The Talmud refers to certain eccentricities of behaviour icliich

dreio considerable attention on those who practised them. Ben focades. for instance, boasted of

the extraordiuarv leaps he toolc at the celebrations of' festivals. We are also told that iien

Simon ben Lakist danced whilst juggling eight golden' torches at once icithout letting them

toucheacholheror dropping a single one. "He bent his knees, Iinked his thumbsjoget Iter, turned a

somersault, andivith a rebound stood once more upright, which reads, as will strike everyone,

like a description ofsome modern acrobafs dangerous feats. In these festivals, moreover, ij we

are to believe the Talmiidic accounts, there were singers who did wonderful things -with their

voices: a certain Higros, we are told, had an immense variety of melodies in his repertory,

and. b v putting his thumb in his mouth as he sung, he produced such extraordinary modulations

of sound, thai his brother Priests held their heads in both hands in their astonishment. This
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