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uignnti. Onr old feDow-traTeller, ili6vmiich.|amented Rev.
•^ G«*rg« McDougiJ,writing in October, 1 876, dsKribes in «implou

glowing knguagethefertiUty <«Pthe pndrie, frmn the loir«r
SMk»tohew»n «oatli.w«rterl7 to within aght of the Bocky^
Honntaina, çvert whid» he himself had just tnivdied m a mes.
aengerof peaoe from the Qovenunent to the Indlaas. Writing
ftom nèar the oonflaeooe of the Red Béer açc^Bow lUyen, he-
ay» : «A great change, has oome over the^aoene in the last
fifteen months ; men of bnmneas had found it to lîeir intereat
to eatablish thenuelvea on the banka of onr beàntifbl river.A «tôok raiaer frpm aoroas thé mountaina had azrived with
aeveral hundred head of oatllei And now oii the reiy hilla
where two years ago I aaw herds of buflWo, the domestio eattle
gently gnue, requwing neithw thelter nor^/àdd«r Jromtheir
maUer aU the ytar round." Oonoeming the oonnt^ that
eztends from the lower Saakatchewan north-weaterly to Peaoè
Biver, Pro£ Maooun is çven more emphatia In hif Report
(1873) he aaaerta that "tbe prairie ooontry «xtenda ail the
way from the lower Saakatohewan by Lao La Biche aoroas ihé
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Arthabaska to Slave Lake, and thence to the monntaina.
Hère then ia a «trip of oountry over 600 milèa in length, and
at leaat 100 in breadth, oontirïning an area of 6p,000 ^naiê
mile^ whioh haa « olimate in no way mferior to thatof Edmon-
ton. . ,y Regarding the quality of the soil thnmghOttt thé
entire région, my note-book is onvarying in ita te8tim<my. .r
took every oppértnnity to «kamine thé aoU,and «Iwaya fottndfi
deep «nd JfSartile.** ^V f^ -

But it waa only after Mr. Maooim visited Peaoe River in
1875, when he had time to explore the osmxArj foUy, that Ma
evidenoe regarding that far Nérth-land beoomes poçitively won-
derM

, The entire distriot aléng Peaoe River fora distance of
7Ç0 miles, in a belt of 160 milee wide on eachside. oranawa
=^i62,000;0q0wi«^rirTflïSfafiIeforW
M Ontarip. BeôdftB the peooliar exoellenoé of thé oountry pat'
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